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t)£AR SIR> 

WHEN your Ifcttcr, commercial and peli- 
tical, came out, under the name of Jasper 
Wilson, 1 was bufy, during the mornings, with 
my ufuol duties, and, during the evenings, with 
very different ftudies. I little heeded Jafper Wil- 
fon, or his letter j diinking him to be one of thofe 
patriotic writers, who dalh out on the call of the 
moment, to alarm by their vehemence, or to de- 
lude by their fophiftry. 

Amidft thofe engagements, and under that apa- 
thy, I had remained fome months, when I was told 
by our common friend, that you were the real author 
of Jafper Wilfon's letter. A few days had only 
pafied away, when I heard the booUfclIers runners 
loudly announcing, in bookfellers Ihops, that Doftor 
Currie, of Liverpool, was the true Jafper Wilfon. 
Ah ! thought I, my old acquaintance, by revealing 
his own fecret, has furniihed his adverfaries with 
half an anfwer to his letter ; as he has enabled 
them to afk, who, and what, is he ? why doth he 
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ii THEDEDiCATION.* 

publifh ? wherefore this fury againft the funding, 
fyftem, and this violence for peace ? they will fay 
with Lord Bacon, whom you are ftudious to quote, 
*' That in dealing with awning perfons, we muft 
ever confider their endsy to interpret thtir fpeccbes.** 

I hadened, upon this information, to perufe your 
letter, expefting to be inftrufbed by your know- 
ledge, and improved by your elegance. I foou 
perceived, that you had mentioned my Estimate, 
as a majlerly "worky though you do not, in your 
pradice, pay much regard to its fafts, or yield, in 
your reafonings, any affent to its inferences. Your 
references, however, to my book, fometimcs for 
what /V, and often for what is not, in it, have made 
a new edition ncccffury. The former editions 
found their own way in the world, and were ti'anf- 
lated into the languages of the continent; owing 
to the authenticity of their documents, and tlic 
llrengdi of their fafts. But, I prefumed to dedi- 
cate this new edition to you, as it will give me an 
opportunity of repaying your praife, by allowing 
your merits; ofcorrc6ting your miftakes, v/ithout 
the acrimony of conteft ; and oi comparing your 
doftrincs with my own, on interefting topics, witi^- 
out the invidioufnefs of competition, or the anxieties 
of fear. 

I have another motive for this dedication. It 
is to call your attention to two points, which, 
though of great importance, you have not fuffi- 
ciently fetded, in your letter : The jfirji is, with 
regard to the maUj^r of inftruftion; xht/ccondy in 
2 reipcd: 



T H E D E D I C A T I O N. iU 

relpeft to the mode. Neither as a philofophcr, nor 
as a politician, have you determined, whether the 
frcgrejs of hiowledge be happy y in its effe5lSy or^ the 
condition of our fpecies. You, indeed, quote Lord 
Bacon upon the point * : yet, you fly off in a fit 
oi/ceptical doubts y as your friend Hums would fay, 
leaving your readers perplexed in error. I have 
long thought, and often repeated, that real informa- 
tion is of great ufe, both to the governors, and 
the governed j as the milliony who are well inftrufted, 
are lefs fubjeft to temporary terrors^ and arc more 
free from lafting impreffions, whether they arife 
from the fophiftry of an orator, or the perfuafioa 
of a pamphleteer. I agree, then, with I^ord Ba- 
con, that knowledge is ftrength. In the acquire- 
inentof inftruftion, I have-liftencd, at the Royal 
Society, with pleafure, and improvement, to your 
papers. As a philofopher, you make experiments, . 
you adjuft fa6bs, you deduce juft conclufions, and 
you fettle an ufeful principle. The members, in- 
deed, would not liften to loofe affertions, and 
vague deduftions. The Society had been taught, 
in its youth, by that wonderful . man. Sir William 
Petty, who may be deemed a fecond Bacon, never 
to talk of any thing in the general-^ but ever to 
mention the time, and place, the meafure, or the 
weight, in precife terms. As a politician, you heed 
not this precept of Petty, though you praftife it as 
a philofopher. Yet, throughout your letter, yov 

* In page 3. 
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IV THE DEDICATION* 

place commerce, and politics, among the Jctentef. 
The objedt of every enquiry is truth. As an en* 
quifer after philofophical truth, you afcertain fadbs : 
as an enquirer after truth, commercial, and poli- 
tical, you produce affertions. You may^ explain 
-^hc cauf? of this Sdiverfity of pradicc in your next 
•pamphlet. 

You give a ftriking example of your own prac- 
tice, in the fecohd page of your letter : ** The 

governments of Ruflia, Auftria, Poland, France, 

and Spain, are either bankrupt, or on the verge 
** of bankruptcy," fay you. You repeat thefc 
affertions ; you count upon them, as indubitable 
truths. Petty would doubtlcfs a(k. Who told you 
Jo ? Where is your document, to prove the time, 
and place, the manner, and the amount? You 
Would anfwer, in the language of your letter *, *^ I 
^' believe, that you will admit them at once, as un- 
** queftionable." As Dryden faid to Swift, Petty 
would fay to you : Coufin Currie, if, in this loofc 
manner, you affert fo much, and prove fo little, 
your works, commercial, and political, will not 
outlive their century. 

I will, however, give you the vantage ground of 
argument, as Lord Bacon fpeaks. I will fuppofe, 
that you have a document : I will allow, the Bri- 
tilh ambaffador, at Peterfburgh, wrote officially, 
that the government of Ruffia was on the verge of 
bankruptcy. Yet, will I deny the inference. There 
arc many qucftions to be alked, and anfwered, be- 

f Page 2. 

fore 



THX DEDICATION* V 

fore we come to fuch a conclufion. Arc there not 
more people in Ruflia than formerly ? Are they 
not more induftrious, and better inftrudted ? Arc 
there not more labour, more produfts, and more 
trade, than ever ? Are there not more money, more 
circulation, and more facilities, than in the great 
Peter's days ? Has not the fove reign, power from 
the conftitution, over all perfons and all property^ 
within the Ruflian dominions ? If the ambaflador 
were to anfwer thefe queftions in the affirmative, 
as the fadt undoubtedly is, I Ihould not, if he have 
the fquare toes of Walfingham, or the reverend 
beard of Burleigh, burft in his face -, but I fhould 
laugh, ill fecret, at feeing a diplomatic charafter 
reafbn fo weakly, and write that to b^ Jikely> whicl^ 
is barely poflible :-^ * ^ 

Who wou'd not laugh» if fuch a man there be ? 
Who wou'd not weep, if Walfingham were he ? 

Arid, the event }ias decided againft your affertion, 
in favour of my argument. The Emfrefs, ^nce fhc 
fettled her accounts with Poland, has repealed 
feveral tasces, and given new facilities to her 
people, though I doubt, whether well-doing will 
cither obtain your praife, or ftifle your fcpfFs. You 
h^ve received none of her fnuff-boxes*, though 
you be a man of letters. And, 

Pifdain repines at all good things it fees^ 

But, you arc ready with your phyfic, or philofo- 
ttfiy, to infl:ruft us, that the blafts of the north give 

1* Sec page 9. 
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VI THE DEDICATION. 

a vigour to the nerves, and a tone to the fpirits, 
which the zephyrs, " wanton blowing," can never 
communicate to fouthern lands. Ruffia may be 
the Hercules, which Reynolds drew i while Spain 
may be *^ the poor country, almoft afraid to know 
itfelf," which Shakefpeare feigned. Yet, have I 
fcen in the Britilh Mufcunn a document, which, 
^laving been obtained by Burleigh's art, proves that^ 
Spain liad about five millions and a half of people, at 
the epoch of the armada *. There was, in 1 7 87, an 
enumeration of the people of Spain, which evinced, 
tlxat they had increafed, during the effluxion of two 
hundred yearsj to 10,409,879 f. Yet, Spain has 
had her emigrations, and her wars, her years of 
profperity, and. her periods of laflitude. Your 
creative powers may eafily fupply her intermediate 
employments. The fame documents, which dc- 
monftrate, that Spain is now more populous than 
formerly, clearly prove, that ihe is alfo more in- 
duilrious, more ccminercial, and more opulent, 
I believe I might add, without fear of difavow^l, 
that flie is now governed with m.ore gcndenefs, 
and indulged with more immunities, though her 
forms may be lefs free, than during the good old 
times of feudal anarchy. 

Neither with regard to Spain, indeed^ nor the 
other nations of Europe, have I infpcded mi- 

« Sec the Sloanc MS. N° 908, for the revenue and popula- 
tion of Spain, in isS6, when the pcrfons muilered wcxc only 

t See Ccn/o Efpakcl Ex^cutado di orden del Rej, 1787. 
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THE DEDICATION. vii 

fiutely the narratives of that numerous tribe of tra- 
vellers, who leir us more of what thcy^hink^nd 
fecly than of what they^te; and heard. I am, how- 
ever, convinced, from a general furvey of the Euro- 
pean ftates, that the governors are every where 
more mild, and the governed more happy, than at 
any prior epoch. Man was defined by Franklin 
to ht z, tool-making animaL The fame pr open fity 
urges him to make ufe of his tools. Wherever 
you fee mankind on the face of their globe, you 
behold them bufily employed in mending their 
fcveral conditions. In civilized focieties, we per- 
ceive fbcial man ftill more aftive, in acquiring new 
comforts, in adding fuperBuify to comfort, and 
happinefs to both. If, in your turn> you afk 
for my iJocument, I Ihall defire you to read a 
iecond time the following Estimate, which 
demonftrates that, during the courfe of the laft 
century, we havd year after year fupplied the 
/lations of Europe with greater quantities of pro- 
dudts, as theii" confumption increafed from a greater 
populoufhefs i and as they were ^ble to purchafc 
from their more abundant wealth. 

If nations be more populous, more induftrioas, 
and more wealthy, is it probable, that their rulers, 
.who .derive a revenue from the numbers of the peo- 
ple, the aftivity of their diligence, and the augmen- 
tation of their riches, are on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy ? It may be admitted, however^ ia anfw^r 
to the objeftidn, which you are ready to make„ 
that the governors may be embarraffei while the 
governed are molt profperous.- Such was the con- 

^ 4 ditia\ 
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dition of France, at the fad epoch of her rcvolut 
tion, in 1789. Such was the fituation of Bricauiy 
at the Qbmmencemeht of the war of 1756. Great 

"""Bfititih was then foiled in every effort, and diC- 
graced in every quarter, thpugh Ihe had refourcej 
enow. She only wanted a minifter : a minifter, 
who would liften to none of the excufes of inefEr 
ciency j who, in doing his duty, would fear no fa^:- 
tioni who, regarding "only the king's ferviqe, and 
his country's benefit, would direft the powers of 
the people to both thofe ends. But, I enter not 
into the difcuflion of perfonal charafters of any 
country, at any time, as it is befide the purpofe of 
an enquiry, with regard to the permanent ftrengtk 
of nations. 

When you have fetded, hj Jufpqfing, that the 
moft pqtent powers in Europe are on the verge 
of bankruptcy, you prpdift in the fame ftrain 
of logic *, that Great Britain is alfo on the brink 
of ruin. This argumenf is of that deceitful kindj^ 
which the learned call repetitio frincifH, and which 
your great-grestt grandfather, Doftor Wilfon, of 
worthy memory, happily denominates the cuckowes 

Jonge. The good doftor explains his definition, 
by remarking, that the feafbner (ings the cuckowes 

JongCy when he attempts, " by thinges doubtfull, to 
" prove thinges, that are as doubtfull f /' • 

But> 

♦ P. 6.— 10. 

f See the Art« 6{ Logiquc fet forth by Thomas Wilfop, 
and imprinted at London by Richard Graftoi^ the kinge't 

printer. 
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But, in this prediftion, you do not fing the cuc^ 
jnowes Jmgey though in many pages of your lettcp 
you do out-fing the cuckowe. You quote Hume, 
yrho is ever at your ear, as having predicted, ^* that 
*^ a debt of a hundred millions would bring on a 
^^ national bankruptcy *• • ' Yet, you have your 
/ceptical douks, whether Hume were the Thomas tb^' 
Rhymer y who firft uttered that terrible prediftion* 
It is doubtlefs of importance to difcoyer the genuine 
author of fome Salutary praftice, though to trace 
falfehood, or folly, to its fountain, is of very Jitflc 
pfe. It may be meantime allowed, that the ftatef- 
men^ who figured at the epoch of our public debt, 
when it amounted tp eight or ten millions, werQ 
much emtfarraffed with the burden. They were 
frightened, as all half-ipformed men always are, by 
inexperience;^ by regarding England as a man, 
l^hen it was only a phild ; Noy^, 

ff The beft knowledge is for men tp kuQw themfelves.'* 

It is above fifty years fince Hum? publifhed his 
EJfaySy Commercial and PoliticaL It was in thefe 
cffays that, in fpeaking of nations, who engage in 
wars amidft taxes apd debts, he drew the carica- 
ture of the cudgel-flayers in a cbina-Jbopy which yqvi 
retouch with a prophetic pencil, — ^^ Spite of the 

printer,*! 5 5 2. I have alfq the edition, which was printed by 
Kingfton, in 1567, and, either of them are at your fervice. I 
do afliire you, with the fincerity of a true friend, that you might 
derive great benefit from the perufal of Dodtof Wilfon's Lo* 

• Page 6. 
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" ftars, and all aftrology." When Hume wrote 
thofe eflaysj our fhipping and traffic were,. 

Ships cleared outwards. 
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Tofts Eng. Tons Foreign,- ToiaJ. -Cnfg-jfis Exported, 
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.. In Annual. Amount 4.76,94.1 - 26,627 - 503,568 ^, 9^993,232, 
At his dcceafe they were 795>943 - 64,232 - 860,165 - 15,613,003 
When you prophecied 1,396,003-169,151-1,365,754 - 24,508,166 

Hume, in confidering his fubjedl, regarded Eng- 
land, as a youth oififteeriy who was never to grow 
up to be a man of fifty ^ with all the knowledge and 
experience, the ftrength and aftivity, of fifty, who 
can eafily move under burdens, which would crufli 
a ftripling. Hume faw every body bufy about 
him, yet did not perceive, that they moved. As a 
philofopher, Hume was ^ blind, in refpeft to the 
ufual movements of bufinefs, though as an hifto- 
rian, he did open one of his eyes on the continual 
progrefs of mankind. It was the fault, I was going 
to fay the folly, of Hume, and of other writers, 
who, during the fame period, wrote on political 
ceconomy, that they did not coUeft documents, and 
afcertain fafts; that they were nnore diligent in 
forming a theory, than in looking on the praftice 
of life. 

You too, who have lived to fee many docu--^ 
ments publifhed, and fads fettled, which were hid 
from the un-enquiring eyes of Hume, re-echo his 
predidbion, with regard to the bankruptcy of Great 
Britain, and re-carol bis cuckowes JongCy in fulfil- 
fnent of his prophecy. You too live in a bufy 

town^ 
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tx)wn, .without perceiving, th^t thoufands move 
forward around you, in purluit of their various ob- 
je6ts. Read, I pray you, oace more, your friend 
Do<5lpr Enfield's Hiftory of Liverpool, and con- 
template a little the origin, and progrels, of your 
pirofpcrous conrimunicy, Liverpool was firfl: made 
a diftinft parifh in 1699. The number of its inha* 
bitants, in 1700, was 5145 s in 1720, 11,833; iii 

1730, 11,93^5 in 1740, 143847 i i^ nS^y 18,400? 
in 1760, 25,5795 in 1770, 34,050; in 1790^* 

70,000. Its fhipping, and its trade, have ke^ 

equal pace with the; rapid progrefe of its popular 

tipn. The foUowJng is a /^?^/i? of the Jhippingy whicii 

were employed fucceflively in the foreign trade of 

Liverpool*: 

,. Ye4r» Britifr Shipping. Foreign Shipping, total. 

277 Tons. 13,515 Ton^ 



13,238 Tons. 

17,118 — 

17,8x0 — 

i7>834 — 

17,230 ■ — 

I9>33^ — 

30,181 — 



170^ ^- 
1716 .^ 

17*3 — 

1730 — 

1737 — 
1744 — 

1751 — 
175^ — 37j38» 
1765 — 53J4i8 
1772 ^ 74,950 
1779 — 60,969 
Three yfiars average 

ending with - 1786 ^^ 1^5^944 
Three years average 
'ending with - 179a — 218,561 



— 977 — . 18,095 
.• 796 — 18,606 

— * 730 — i«>564 

— 2,691 — 19,921 

« 

— -3,068 — 22,404 

— 2,521 — 32,702 

— 6,786 — 44^168 

— ^ 8,972 — 62,39P 
-^ 9,842 — 84,79* 
^ 18,501 — 79^70 

» 

— 25403 — 150347 

— 41,819 — 260,389 



' ■ There 

• • In conftrndling the above table, the inward and oatward 
fhips were added together, and an average thereof taken, in 

order 
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There belonged to the port of Liverpool, 

in the year 1565 — 12 Barks cf 225 Tons, 
in • — 1709 — 84 Ships 51787 
in I— • 1792 — 584 Ships 92,09$ 

I 

The foregoing ftatements are all fa£lsy which 
Ihew an inconfiderable origin, a vigorous progrefs, 
and a vaft confunimation. But, whence did I^iver- 
pool acquire this great traffic, and immenfe flnp-^ 
ping ? Your anfwer is, from the genius of a cbymift 
in Flint-ftreet, the adroitnefs of a f otter in Jordan-f 
llreet, and the Ikill of a miU-wright *, in Brook^ 
ftrect. The true anfwer is, from the aftive enter- 
prize, and prudent oecenomy, of the whole people 
of Liverpobl. And, when did fhe obtain thi$ pro- 
digious commerce, and extraordinary wealth ? The 
anfwer is, fince the commencement of the prefcnt 
century, amidft wars, taxes, and debts. In running this 
race pf gain, many no c!oubt fell before they reached 
the goal. The Gazette is the record of their fall. 
Yet, thoufands won the golden prize, by their fupe- 
rior knowledge and aftivity, by their uncommon 
forefight and attention. You wer-c fludying in- 
your clofet, during this race upon the wharfFs. You 
werq too bufyivith the writings oithe (xconomijls to 
allow you leifure to look into the hiftory of the • 
population, the traffic, and the "Hiipping of Liver- 
pool. And, contrary to fa£t, and f xperi^nce, yqu 
•were perfuaded by the teconomijisj, who- only fe- 

brderto afcertain the amount of the (hipping employed in Uiq* 
oirer-fea trade of Liverpool, in thofe feveraj years. 

.* ' * Page;. 
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tohded pfepoffcflion, to think, and to proclaim, 
diat the traders of Liverpool, owing to wars, taxes, 
and public debts, are very popr, and the corporation 
(f Liverpoolis on the verge of bankruptcy. 

No, Sir, I did not think, that the traders of Li*- 
verpool are very poor ; I did not proclaim, that 
the corporation of Liverpool is on the verge of 
bankruptcy. — I fee, my good Doftor, that you ' 
flinch from thofe fafts, and from this ridicule : and 
my kindnefs for you will not allow me to pre& 
you more upon the point, or to follow you further 
into your privacies. But, you do proclaim through- 
out every page of your Letter , that the traders of 
Great Britain, owing to wars, taxes, and public 
debts, are very poor^ and the corporation of Great 
Briuun is on the verge of bankruptcy. You make 
thefe politions the foundation of your fyftem: and, 
you claim the honours, which are due to the writer, 
who difclofes to the. world what the world knew 
not before *. Yet, confider that, 

< ., Honour is not wonne 



* Until fome honourable deed be donne.'* 

Now, I pray you, what is a commercial nation, 
but a colleftion of commercial towns? Such a^, 
London and Briftol, Birmingham and Sheffield, 
Manchcfter and Leeds, Whitehaven and New- 
cattle, Glafgow and Paifley, Greenock and Leith. 
As I have analyfed Liverpool, I could in the fame 
manner fhow, what thefe profperous towns wercy 

• Page 2> at the bottom. 
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and ar^. But, we fhould be loft in the maze c^ 
minutenefs. We may, however, look a little mi- 
nutely at the origin^ the progrefs^ and confumma- 
tion of the manufaftures, the traffic, and the Ihip- 
ping, of the two united kingdoms. 

Scotland, alas ! at the epoch of the Darien ad- 
venture, during king William's reign, was a child, 
which pretended to run, before it could ftand. Let 
us trace her growth, from infancy to youth. Of 
the progrefs of her linen manufafture, we may 
judge from the following detail : 

Of linen cloth, there were made for fale in 

Ytcart^ Quantity. Valuei Tearz^ ^anuty. Valut. 

1700 - i,ooo,oco yds. ^. 50,000 — 1728 - 2,183,978 yds. >C-^°3>3'* 
J738 - 4,666,011 - 185,026 — 1748 - 7>353>098 - - 5193j865 
1758-10^624,435 - 424,142 -*- 1768 -J 1,795,437 - - 599>66^ 
'778 - i3>i64>4io - 592*023 — 1788 - 20,506,310 - - 854,900 
1790 - 18,092,249 - 722*545 --^ 1792 - 21,065,386 - - 842,544 



X)f the whole manufaftures of Scotland, which 
were exported by fea, we may form an adequate 
judgment, from the fubjoined account of the va- 
lue of fuch manufactures x 

There were exported in 

1755 - >C- 2^4701 — 1765 - ^•4oo>938 
1775 - - 3524S4 — ^7^5 - - 659,546 
1790 - . 864,831 — 1792 - - 886,238 



or 
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Of the fliipping of Scotland, we may have a fuf^ 
ficicnt view, from the following detail :— • 

There were employed, 

Foreiccn Trade. Coaft Trade. Fifhing Trade. TottU 

Tltars, Shift, Tom, Sbipi, *Xons* Ships, Tons, Ships, Tonsm 



1111760-454-35,067- 432-15,004-113- 3,842- 999- 53,91 J 

70-665-51,193- 622-26,167-222-11,385-1,509- 88,845 

80 - 544 - 44,277 - 70S'- *8,683 - 244 . iiyf55 - 1,493 . 84,415. 

^o - 794 - 86,823 - 950 - 47,688 - 361 - 19,898 - 2,105 - 154,409 

92 - 718 - 84,027 - 1,02a - 50,940 - 376 - 19,890 - 2,116 - 154,857 



There was an aocoant laid before the Convention of Royal 
Boroughs, in 1692, of the ibipping, which then belonged to 
the feveral ports of Scotland, and which amounted only to 

8,618 tons, of the value of >^.25,854. 

The fhips regiftered, in Scotland, 

in 1792 - 2>i43 Ships,^ 162,274 Tons, - Worth -^.1,298,192 



From the foregoing documents, it appears, then, 
that Scotland has proipered as M^, and as much, 
as Liverpool, during the fame period, amidft wars, 
and taxes, and public debts. Aye, fay you, fhc 
too has had her chymifts, and potters, and mill- 
wrights, to help hen — ^The wife ftatefmen, who 
made the Union, provided a finall fund, which ha$ 
done wonders, in promoting her manufafturcs, her 
fiihery, and trade; and which, if it had htppily 
been greater, had done greater wonders ! The bed 
helps, however, which any people can have, are 

their 
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theif own diligence, and their own oecoriofny. f £ 
was from thefe fburccs, that Scotland, notwitW- 
iftanding the internnediate wars, frequent taxes, and 
public debts, has acquired, in no long period, a 
great manufaftiirej an extenfive traffic, a numerous 
fhipping, and not a little wealth.. 

When Scotland was a child, during king Wil- 
liam's i'eign, England was a youth. With all the 
brifknefs, ahd buftle^ of youth. From the Revo^ 
lution. and the war of the Revolution,- fhe carried 
an extraordinary energy into the occupations of 
peace, after the treaty of Ryfwick. And from 
every fubfcquent war, fhe appears to have re- 
doubled her energy, and to have made propof*- 
tional acquifltions of all that creates, and cbnftf- 
tutes, opulence. England had more than three 
times as many (hipping employed in her com- ' 
merce, at "the damrCd peace of Utrecht," and 

. more than dotible the exportation, that flie had, 
at the celebrated treaty of Ryfwick. She had 
fifty per cent. moi*e fhippiiig, and traffic, at the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, than fhe had, at the 
peace of Utrecht. She had a fourth more fhippihg, 
and a third more exports, at the peace of 176J, 
than fhe had, at the peace of 1748. The years, 
which immediately fucceeded this epoch, were a 
period of unexampled profperity. Yet, when the 
prefent war began, England had^ notwithftanding 

\}ko long wars, more than doubled her fhipping, 

and 
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and cbmmerce, from 1748 to 1792*; There only 
belonged to England, 

In 1700 - - - 1,281 Ships of zSmztTotit. 
In 1792 - - - 10,423 Ships of i>i68>468 Tons, t • 

The forcgoiiig pofitions ihe all faSs^ inftru6Hvc 
i&ds. From thbm we learn, that England^ amidft 
frequent wars, redoubled taxes; and public debts» 
has gtown up as fafti and ^s vigoroufly, is Liver- 
pool, of which you cannot be perfuaded, that her 
traders arc poor, or that her corporation is on the 
Verge of bankruptcy. Yet, throughoiit youl' Letter, 
you reafon that, the merchants of Great Britain 
are ruined, and that, the corporation of Great Bri'twn 
is on the verge of bankruptcy. 

** Oh hateful eirror, melancholy^s child ! 

«* Why do'ft thou fhcw to the apt thoughts of toen 

«* The things that arc not ?" 

; • ■* 

In this hateful error you. ncVerthelels -pcJrlcVerc. 
It rhay be juftly doubted, fay you J, whether our 
exports have augmented, in the degree that is fup- 
jpofed. You conjefture the average of our exports 
for the laft ten years to be fcventeen millions: 
and, in order to make out your hateful error you 
take in two years of war, when treating of a period 
of peace. The documents, on this fubjeft, are not 

* See the Chronological Table in the following Eflimate 
Ibr the troth of the ^ds, p. 234. 

"I- At appears fix>m the regiHer of (hipping* 
I Page 23 and 24* in the note. 

b fufficient, 
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Aifficient; k feqms, for accurate ftatcmcnt *• Y6u, 
who hear fpeechcs, and read pamphlets, did not 
look for fuflficient -documents, where fufEcient do- 
cuments had been found f • Had you looked here, 
you had feen, that the fair average of our exports 
w^ £. 21,7671250 inftcad of ^•17,006,000, as you 
conjecture ; the yearly balance of greatnefs, beyond 
the fame average of exports, before the American 
war, was jC.4j7 67,250, inftcad of £. 3,000,000, as 
you affert : and, with the propenfity to blunder of 
a neighbouring kingdom, you quote my Eftimate, 
which was publifticd, in 1786, for the fubfcquent 
Hate of the exports, from 1786 to 1792 :{;. 

The happy , epoch of our greateft profperity, 
whether we confider.our manufadures, our (hip- 
ping, our ufual exports, or our public revenue, will 
be found, in 1792, In this profpcrous year, our 
cotton, our linen, and our woollen, manufadures, 
were in their moft flourifhing ftate. The great 
value of the export of Britilh manufadhires, in 

• Page 24. 

, f In a moft excellent trac^, which waa pnbliihed In the 
fourth edition, for Stockdale» ijg^tentlded^jf^ie/Examfui'' 
don nf the Re^uenue^ Commerce, and Navigation of Gnat Britain. 
Half-informed men have attributed this work to lay pen : But, 
tbough I could have written a bigger book, I could not have 
produced fo much accurate information, on thole important 
fttbjeds, in fo fmall a compafs. 

X Page 24, in the note : But, the Chronological Tabic, in 
the following EfHmate, which contains the ferics of exports to 
^793, will give fufficicnt fatisfaftion to the fair inquirer. 

* / 

V 
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1792, as compared with any former period, b (uffi- 
cient evidence of this comfortable truth. Take 
the following details^ as confirmations flrong of 
our unexampled profperity : 

Whiift all the ftars that round her bura« 
And all the planets in their tum> 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And fpread the truth from poll to poll. 

Ships cleared outwards. 



i-^^M I r - n • I 



Average of Tears, Tons Englijh* Tons Foreign, TotM, JTaliu of CargoiU 

a^BMa^MBiiMviiS ' ■ ■ I I.. ■■ • r 1 1 1 1 r>i n r ■ 1 ■ *< 

i77»-3-4 *^ 795*943 -• 64>»3* *^ 860,175—^.15,613,003 
1785.6-7 -* 1,012,899 — 117^70 — i>i 30*370 — J7»i">373 
1789-90-91 — 1,312,57^ -^ 140,680 — 1,453,258 — ao,955,i37 
1792 *— 1,396,003 — i 169,151 — i*5^5»'S4 — 24>905»*co 



■M 



The permanent taxes, 1(1x783, amounted to * «-• iC'io>X94,i59 

The permanent taxes, ia 1792, amounted to •— 74,284,000 

The whole revenue waS) in 1783, behw the eftahlUhtncnts J^. 2|«oo,ooo 
The whole revenue was, in 1792, (doite the cflablifbments 2,031,000 *« 

«< All thefe were done, fir, by the mathematickSy 
*« Without which there*s no fcience, nor no truth." 

Your undertaking, however, does not lead ywt 
to out-calculate the fnatbematicks* As a philofo«> 
pher, you do not difpute the truth of the maibetna-^ 
ticks '3 as a politician, you wi0i npt to tindervaluc 
the relburccs of your country f : but, as a magici^, 
you wave your wand, you raife the cri de gufrre$ 
when lo I our manufactures^ our fhippmg,*our trstf* 

1 

* See The Brief Examination into the Increafe of the Bt« 
venue, &c. page 58. - 

t Ifagc 23. - 

b 2 fi^ 
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fic, and our revenue, difappcar ! What fuppdrtcd 
us, you aflc, during the Annerican war ? The ex- 
ports of our maHufaftures to countries that could 
purchafe thenn. But, who is there now to buy our 
manufactures,, you inquire, with ** abundant tears" 
ftarting from your eyes : 

— " Such tears as patriots fhed for dying laws.** 

Better far> you fay, amidft your perturbations, 
no doubt, had it b^een for Britain tq have fought 
•France fingly, if her power had been twice as greats 
while the reft looked on, as quiet buyers of our 
goods. And, as a politician, you boldly challenge 
the moft rigid examination of this paradoxical 
aflertion *. In this manner, you march out, giant- 
like, to defy aftrology, and to fight the ftars:— 

« The planets all being underneath the earth, 
♦* At my nativity, what can they do ? 
• •* I'll make them drunk, and reel out of their fpheres, 

" For any certain adt they can enfoFCc/* 

» 

This challenge, neverthelefs, I accept. I am 
entrenched in documents j I am armed with fads -, 
1 am (hielded with truth v and,; — 

*f His impiety is a potent charm, 

« To edge my fvvord, and add flrength to my arm." 

1 pnly afk a dear ftage, fair play,^ and patient be'-- 
. \ holders. You undertake to prove f, that the Eu- 
ropean nations, being engaged in hoftilities, muflT 

• This wonderful challenge is in page 25. 
^ Page 25— iBi 

femf 
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fend their men into the field, and be impoyerifhed 
with taxes; and fo, can no longer be our cus- 
tomers : that famine mufl exhauil population^ which 
cannot be reftbred from the JhrivelleJ mufcles and 
dried bones of a Jlarving feajantry : and that this 
general poverty operating, peculiarly on Britain,' 
this nation mufl: confume and expire, without the 
ftroke of an enemy, from internal weaknefs, and 
general debility of the whole fyfl:em. — On the con:f 
trary; I engage to maintain, that what has hap- 
pened, in our former wars, will again happen, durV 
ing the prefent war, in a greater, or a lefs, degree j 
that we fliall certainly lofc fomc of our external 
commerce, while we fliall probably gain the amount 
of our loflTea frpm fome other fource ;, that the 
Ipring of our trade may be prelTed down, by the 
prevalence of war, but will rebound, on the return 
of peace ; that our domcfl^ic induftry will be little 
afFefted by diftant hoftilities, while confumption 
will run on, in its ufual channel, without the ob- 
ftruftions of warfare * j and that, upon the rei[loraf 
tion of tranquillity, the entcrprizing people of this 
happy land will carry the energy, which they have 
ever derived from war, into the ufual occupations 
of peace; To as to have hereafter, as they hzvc 
uniformly had, more trade, and more fliipping, and 
ampler means of acquiring wealth, when hoftifitie^s 
fliall ceafe, than they had, when they were goaded 
into unprovoted hofl:ilities, by a refl:lefs enemy. I 

* Sec the Mowing Efiimate, page i6j, &c. 

b 3 now 
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now proceed to produce my documents, which, as 
they contain indubitable fafts, will convey the moft 
fatisfaclory inferences: The fair inquirer will per- 
ceive from them, what was the whole value of 
Britifh manufaftures, which we exported, both 
before, and fince, the American war ; how much 
we fent, in each period, to the feveral countries in 
Europe J and how much we tranfmitted to our more 
diftant fettleriients ; 

The Britifh manufa£luret> which were exported* to all conn* 
tries, according to a ilx years average, ending with 1774, 
amounted, in value, to - ^ • ^•i<^»34**0'9 

Ditto, ending with 1 79Z . • • - 14*75 3,959 

The annual increafe was • - ^4*41 1>94<) 



■M*i 



The Britifh man(ifa6l»res, which were exported to the feveral 
countries in Europe, except the Britifh dominions, according 
to a fix years average, ending with 1 774, amoonted, in* 
value, to - - - - t - ^•4*185,053 

DiCtOj ending with 179a ^ ^ ^ • 5466,255 

The anpuaj increafe w^s • - iC- ^>28i,2Qp 



The Britifh manufgfluresi which were exporte4 to the Britifh 
dominions, in Europe^ according to a i)x years average, 
ending with 1774, amounted, in value, to - ^- 1*063,327 

PUto, ending with 1792 ^ - <• • 1,443,361 



Th^ annufil in^reafe vyia^ « • ^. 380,0^4 



The 
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The Britiih xna&ufaflures, which were exported to all coun- 
tries, without Europe, accordiog to a fix years arerage, 
ending with 1774, amounted, in yalue, to ^ iC*$>^3'^39 

Ditto, ending with 1792 - - - • 7>844,345 



The annual increafe was - - jf- 2*7 5 0,706 



mamt 



The exprefTions, Britijh manufaStureSy which 
are thus made ufe of, in the cuftom-houfe books, 
^rc too narrow to comprehend the whole truths 
The exports of thole years^ whicji, by comparifon, 
communicate fo much ufcful ^nftru&ion, contained 
not only the fabric^ of earth, and iron, of filk, flax^ 
and wool, but alfo the who|e produfts of the land, 
and labour, of Gre^t Britain. And, tljie exports of 
thofe years comprehended the furplus produce of 
the land, and labour, of Great Britain, whirh^ 
after fupplying domeftic confumption, remained 
for the fale of foreign niarkets. 

From confidering a little the amount of the ex- 
ports of the produce of oiir land, and Jabour, be- 
fore the American war, and fince, there is much 
important inftruftion to be gajnied. According to 
^our theory J we ought fo have exported lefs : Ac- 
cording tQ the faSf^ we have exported almoft fifty 
^er cent, in the laft period, more than in the firll. 
Yet, during the laft periody upwards of Four Mil- 
lions of taxes were annually collefted from the 
land, and labour, bf this energetic country ; of this 
^* almoft exhaufted people *i" more th^ i)} the 

♦ Page 5, 

b 4 fMtt 
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firft *. You talk roundly of a much larger fum 
of yearly taxes, without reflefting that, to give a 
temporary wound, you inflift a mortal fbb on 
your own fyftem. Folly alone could contend, that 
our land, and labour, would of qourfe produce more, 
becaufe they were burthened mxhfour millions of 
;^dditional impofitions. But, wifdom may certainly 
maintain, that our additional taxes, to whatever 
amount, fince the American war, did not prevent 
the improvement of our lands, did not obftruct the 
pperatipns of oyr labour. By coupling the two. 
fafts together, our larger export, and our greater 
taxes, it is incontrovertibly proved, that notwith- 
ftanding the additional burden oi four millions a 
year, »we exported annually, according to a fix 
years average, ending with 1792, jC«4>4ii>940, in 
value, of the produce of our land^ and labour^ 
more than in the period of fix years, ending with 
1774. " Hereof, fays Raleigh, experience hath 
informed reafon^ and time hath made thofe things 
apparent^ which were hidden.^* 

But, as a phyfician, you have ajalve for all fores. 
You find a chemift in Birmingham, a potter in 
Stafford, and a millwright in Manchefter, who, by 
their genius, have counter aEled the exfence and folly 
of the' American war\. With all my refpeft for 
abilities of every kind, I cannot cafily be perfuaded, 
that the efforts of a few can work great effeds on 

• See The Brief Exaroinatipn of th^ incrcaft of the revenue, 
&c. page 3$. 

t Page 7- 
4 the 
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the labours of the many, if the million be not already 
enlightened, and adtive. Roger Bacon arofe, during 
feudal darkncfs, with a genius, and talents, fupe- 
fior to the genius, and the talents, of your che-r 
mifts, potters, and nmillwrights* He put forth his 
light. But, his candle (hone, amid an ignorant, 
and idle, people, like a flambeau in a fog. It is a 
deep remark of that other luminary of our iflaild. 
Lord Bacon, that thtyj who can aflc queftions 
properly, are already half matter of their fubje6L 
iDur bleachers, our millers, and our other insrenious 
tradefmen, muft have been beforehand greatly en- 
lightened, to have derived much inftruftion from ' 
your chemift, potter, and millwright. The bufinefs 
of life does not admit of fantaftical caufes for its 
profperity or decline. The unexampled export 
of the produce of our land, and labour, during the 
flic years, ending with 1792, was dierefore owing ' 
to our having a greater number of people, who are 
better inftrufted, and more induftrious, who em- 
ploy greater capitals, to more profitable purpofes^ 
who derive an energy from the conftitution, ^d 
place a confidence in their rulers. 

We not only produced more, owing to thofc 
cauies, but the countries around us confumed more, 
during late times, owing to fimilar caufes. Of the 
produce of our land, and labour, we exported an- 
nually to Europe, exclufive of the Britifh domini- 
ons, according to a fix yiears average, ending with^ 
179.2, £. 1,281,200, more. than we fupplied, dur- 
ing the fix years> ending with 1774. Yet, if we 

may 
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may credit yoyr hiftory, Europe was afflifted, '. m 
that period, with war-fyjletn^ wd funding Jiifiem, with 
ppprcffiyc governors, and familhcd people. Yoq 
muft allow, thcHi that your theory is contradidtedl 
\yytbefa£i: — 

«« Truth is a kealth, that never will be iicke, 
" An endlcffe life, a ftinne, thai never fets.*' 

Let lis ufe the light of tl>is Jume \o look lip.oa 
the exports of our produdts, in the two periods, 
before, and fince, the American war, and to the 
BritiQi dominions, in Europe, and to the Britiib 
iaftorics abroad. We fee, in the laft period, ^ 
great augmentation, over the exports of the firft, 
TThcy too h^ve been obftrufted by war-fyftcm, ancj 
fpnding-fyftem : yet, in your confiftent language *, 
ihey have grown frofpcroust in ffite of the wretched 
fpUtifs of their rulers • Still, however, the fall 
gives a death-blow to your theory. But, of you, I 
fear, it cannot even now bp faid, as of the apoftatc 
pmperor : — 

" Julian, Apoftata, the foe to truth, 

<* Cried out at length, that truth had conquered him.*' 

You are determined not to be conquered, like 
Julian, by truth. You fight manfully againft fadbs j 
and you perfevcre obftinately, in maintaining that, 
if hoftilities continue, we fhall have no cuftomers 
for our goods, as none will remain to confume 
them. Let us then examine, where, and who, 

• Page 7. 
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are our cuftomcrs, that we may detcrmine> by 
their paft conduft, whether they will confume any 
niorc, or no. Here are our goodly cuftomers, in 
Europe, with the amount of the annual confump- 
tion of each, both before the American war, and 
fince : — 

The value' of Britifh manufa6hires annually ex- 
ported to the feveral countries in Europe, except 
the Britifh dominions : — 



•• 


Six 


years averag^e 


, Six 


years averaf^ 




ending^wkb 1774 


. ending ivith 1791* 


To Denmark and Norway 


1 


£^ 97^3+ 


— >C. 160,131 


To Raffia — — 


— 


132,257 


— 


278,054 


To Sweden — — 


~ 


22^,090 


— 


4^^575 


To the jSaft Country 


— 


62,996 


— 


78,674 


J*o Qem^ny •«• 


— 


431,223 


— 


763,160 


To Holland y^ 


— 


741,886 


— 


746,715 


To Flanders ^ 


— 


332,667 


— 


386,054 


T'o France ~ 


nr 


87,164 


— 


717*807 


To Spain and Canaries 


— 


878,066 


— 


605,055 


To Portugal and Madeira ' 


~ 


J7«^S> 


r- 


643>SS3 


To the Streights and Gibraltar 


136,713 


— 


250,228 


To Italy and ycnicc 


— 


618,817 


— 


722,221 


To Turkey ^ ^ 


•— 


65,189 


!— 


73*026 



^,^,185,033 ^.5.466,251 



1F^ 



The 



• •• 



XXVm THE D £ D X C A T lO K. 

The value of Britilh manufeftures annually ex* ' 
ported to the Britilh dominions, in Europe: — 

Six years average. Six years average^ 
ending with 1774* ending with I79Z* 

To Ireland — —^.1,024,231 — ^.i>352,29i 

To the Ifle of Man •^ *»893 "~ ^7*7^7 

To Guernfey, Jerfey, Set. — 36,201 — 73>34* * 

\po Greenland — — 2 — x i 

^.1,063,3x7 ^.1^3,361 

■ II I I ' ' 

* ft 

The value of Britifh njanufaftures annually ex- 
ported to all countries, without Europe : — 

Six years average. Six years average, 
ending with 1774. ending with 1792. 

To the Britifh Colonies in 

America — "^iC* 310,946 — £• 697,205 



•JTo the States of America — 2,216,824 
To the Weft Indies rrr 1,209,265 
To the Eaft Indies — 907,240 
To New Holland -- — 


— 2,807,306 

— i,8'45,96z 

• 

— 3.179 


Tx) Africa — ' — ~ 449,364 
To the South Whale Fifliery ' — 


— 568.663 

— 75 


^.5,093,639 

> 


. jC-7.844'345 



Let us examine the' foregoing ftatement of fiifts, 
that we may fee how far it fupports, or contradifts, 
your fpeculations. It will fhew the relative amount 
of each particular cuftomer. It wijl demonftrate, 
what I fear you did not perfeftly upderftand, which 
of the foreign markets demand the greateft value 
of Britiih manufadures ; and which of them the 

Ift 
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In examining the foregoing ftaament, we fee 
with pleafure that, as cuftomers,* Denmark and 
Norway, we are not to lofe ; becaufe^ ihiey are i6 
grow rich from their neutrality. . Ruflia has had 
her Turkifti war, her Swedifh- war, her dorfieftic 
4croubles, and, in your eftimate, her pealantry are 
reduced to the greateft wrctchednefs ; yet contrary 
to your theory, hath, (he lately confumed double 
the value of our goods' than formerly : but, from 
the great exerdons, that Ihe hath made, and^i^ 
making, againft the French Jacobins, we fhall,' ho 
doubt, lofe her cuftom. SwMen, ' who hath hai 
her Ruffian war, and her ddmeftic evils, alfo fcofi^ 
at your fyftem, hath been a good cuftbmer, arid, 

from her neutrality, intends to be a better, l^he 

• . . » • 

Eaft Country, including Poland, though fhe hath 
had her difmemberments, hath lately been, a better 
cuftomer than formerly, and will probably , front 
her repofe, however uncomfortable, confufric more 
of our goods than ever. Germany, who ha3 had 
her wars^ and her vexations, from the reforming* 
fyilem of the Emperor Jofeph^ has alfo of late 
been a greater confumer, than formerly : but, whe- 
ther (he will tdntinuc our cuftomer, throughout 
the prcfent war, is the doubt. . JTour fyftem leads 
you to lay^ tihat Germany, iiaving marched fa 
many men to htr fronders*, has left none at home 
to confume our merchandize. Experience dinefts 
me to argue that, as Germany continued our cuf- 
tomer, during the feven years war, when hoftilitiea 
raged at her heart, (he will necel&rily be a better 

cuftomer^ 
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cuftomer, now that (he hath driven war to her 
extremities \ If you will not liften to me^ hear 
Shakcfpearc: — 

** Boys, inunatore in knowledge, 
<« Pawn their txpiritnti to tbeir prefent pleafore." 

Holland has had her domeftic trdubles ; yet of 
late hath Ihc been a better cuftonier than formerly \ 
but, we Ihall doubtlefs lofe her cuftom^ conGder- 
ing the great exertions (he hath made, in the pre- 
fent war. Flanders too has had her domeftic trou- 
bles, and civil war ; yet hath (he been a good cu(^ 
tomer, whatever (he nray be, while hoftilities con- 
tinue fo near her. We have doubtlefs loft the 
Prench market, which, in your eftimate f , f^ is oT 
all others the moft extenjive" Look back, I pray 
you, on the comparative ftate of our exports, which 
demonft rates, that the market of France is lefs cx- 
tenfive than the markets of Germany, Holland, and 

• The average of the exports from England to Germany, 
in 1753-4.5 — '— -^ £,i,2gi),%i^ 
Ditto in 1758.59-60 — — . 1^89,770 

- 
The exports from Scotland to Germany; 

in, 1755 — ^•13*72? — w ^7S9 — JL'S7*HS 
in 1756 — 33,956 — in 1760 — 37,182 
in 1757 — 66,183 — in J7SJ -^ 82,719 



■MBMS 



The whole export from Great firitaia to Germany, 

in 1792 — — — jC«/I39»i" 

f In page 16. 

of 
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of Italy, In * your Gocker*s arithmetick, it fccms, 
feventeeaar^ mbre than twenQr-two, whieh again 
arc more th^n'iforty-fix, as forty-fix^rc more thail 
fixty-three.V'Iri tiny edicfen of Cocker, h is kid 
down as a rule, that there can be no calculation^ 
without datay and no .eftimate without calculation. 
Without mufih* calculation, ^indeed, we may &t 
from the foregoing ftatcment,. that Spain Has lately 
been Icfs a cuftonu^r than fonneriy^ though I have 
no data for eftima^hg; the caufe. If we .credit 
your theory, rather than experience, (he will not 
4>c any cuftomer of ours, during the profent war. 
Portugal' too> though ftie has had her Algeria^ 
war, hath lately been, a better cuftonner than for- 
merly; but fince (he has made peace with Algiers^ 
and declared war againft' Francfe, we are doubtiiefs 
to lofc her cuftom. The Barbaiy Shores^ ^'ttaiy; 
and Turkey, have- all been lately better cufte^mers 
than formerly^' With thefe countrieiJ, we have 
never' had any jpermanent trade, during oifr wars 
with Francei * bdeaufe the Mediterranean was a 
Hoftile fea: bu?,^('now that the Mediterranean has 
become more friendly, we are to lofe their cuf» 
torn, according to your theory : — 

I 

" So that the a£l and pradllck part of life, 
'* Muft be. the miftrefis to this theoriqui.** 

If we may believe the a5i znapraSfick ofltfcy as 
they appear in the foregoing ftatement of faSlT^ 
the Tevcral countriesvof Europe, however thiy may 
Jiave been . oppncflfed by fyftcms, havt latdy con^ 

fumed 



.'■'^ 
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fumed more of Britilh produce, than formerly, iii 
the proportion of ^.5,466,153, to iC-4> 18 5,053^ 
•• Matter of fail breaks out isuid bla2es with too 
" great an evidence to be denied^** fays South, i4 
the fermons, which you admirci 

Yet, arc you determined, that ibis Haze offa^ 
fhall not enlighten your fyftcm. Of confequencci 
though Ireland, Man, Guemfey, Jerfey, and Green- 
land, have lately cohiumed of Britifh goods mord 
than formerly, in the propoition of ^•Ij443>36ij 
to >C-i>o63,327, they arc ho longer to confumci 
when you wave your wand : and^ Shakefpearc wilt 
have It that, " wizards know their times/* 

Whatever wizards may kntfWy or may do> cer- 
tain it is, that our cuftomers, without Europe, qon- 
fumed yearly of Britiih producci according to a 
fix years average, ending with 17921 the value of 
1(^.7,844,345; yet, confumed, according to a fut 
years averagCi ending with 1774^ the amount only 
of iC*5>093>639» The United S fates, while they 
continue their neutrality, will alfb diiparage your 
theory. They had their war-fyftem, and their 
fiinding-fyftem : they w^fc completely exhauftedj 
at the peace of 1783 : yet^ they confumed annually 
of Bridfh produce^ according to 1 

Six years average, ending with 1792^ £. 4,807^30(6 
Ditto fcnding with 1774^ only - a^c 16,824 



And, Dean Tucker hippily lives to fee this ! The 
prophecies of the Worth)r Dean tf ere founded ih 

experiences 
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» * * 

feiperience, anJd wKHom : the j>rcdi6kions of other 
prophets originate merely in theories, and fubtil- 
ties. >f otwithftanding every prediftiori, the United 
iStates will continue pur goodly cuftomers, as they 
feem wifely determined to enrich themfelves by 
their neutrality. 

If from the fruitful Wefti we lodk at the other 
hemilpherCi we (hall there petceive how much the 
Eafl: Indies a^re alfo difpofed to fcofF at your the- 
ories. They too have had their funding-fyftemj 
and their Tippoo-war; yet they annually con-* 
..fiimed, of Britlfh produce, according to a 

Six years average, ending with 1792, £^h9'^^y9SS 
Ditto ending with 1774, - - 507,240 



Here, then, is a drain for the prodilfts of our land 
land labourj to almoft three times as great an ex- 
tent, as the niarket of France: but, what avails it, 
if with a dajh of your pen> you can blot Afia 
from the map ! 

We have now run over the foregoing ftatements, 
of indubitable fafts, in order to fee> which of our 
cuftomers we are likely to keep, or to lofe,.and 
to what an Amount from each. Experience Jias 
decided againft your theory: yet you are not con- 
vinced. You ftill contend*, that we were fup- 
ported through the American war ; becaufe we ex- 
ported our manufaftures to countries, which could 
purchafe them. Let us again apply ^5j, as the 
'proper tefts of your reqfmngs, if/uppofesj and ful^'- 

* Page 25. 

* ••' c tilties. 
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tiltiesj may be allowed the honours of argument; 
At the epoch of the American war, the whole car- 
goes of foreign and Bririlh merchandize, which 
we exported to all countries, amounted in value 
to - . - - . l^iSy^^i^oo^ 

So greatly was our export dimi- 
nifhed, by the American war, that 
the whole foreign and Britifh mer- 
chandize fent out to all countries, 
amounted only, in 178 1, to * 10,569,187 



The annual lofs, - jC'5i^43>8 16 



When we. were forced into the 
prefent war, we exported foreign and 
Britifh merchandize to the vaft va- 
lue of - - - - C-'^^iSO^ylQQ 

You were led by your fuppofes and 
your JuhtiltieSy contrary to the ad- 
monitions oi experience y to infift, that 
our commercial lofles will be greater 
from the prefent, than from the 
American war. I will allow you to 
cut off, with your harlequin's fword, 
from our annual exports, - - 6,000,000 



And, there will ftill remain for our 
(upport, - - - - 18,905,200 



Such was the lofs on our whole exports froip the 
American war ! and fuch the ftill greater lols> 

whicl:^ 
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Whidh, the prefent war is to cut off, by this harle- 
quin management ! 

' Of Britifb^ manufaliureSy the Aniericari war at 
once ftopt the export, to the 

- Annual vdue of * - - j^.2,2 16,824 

The French war, 1778, the Value of* ^^ * 87,164 

TheSpanifhwar, 1779, the vsllueof - - 878,066 

The Dutch war, 178 li the value of -. - 741,886 



Thofe wars ftopt the export to the Strcights, 
Italy, and Turkey, about the value of . « - 150,000 



Total of Britifh manufa£lurc9, - ^4,073,940 
Of Bntifti manufaftures, the prefent war only flopt 

the annual export to France, the value of - 717^807 



The balailce of advantage - . j^.3,356,133 



But, how are yoi) to Hop, during the prefent war, . 
the export, and the confumption, of Bricifh manu- 
fadlures, to'thevafl: amount of;^.J,,356,i33 a year? 
Nothing is fo eafy. By potent charm, I can march 
from the beUigerent nations two millions of men, 
where they cannot confume ; I can impoverilh the 
people, fo that they cannot buy ; I can dry their 
bones y MAJhrhel their mufclesi and I can add to all 
thcfe cvils^ famine, "and peftilence *. — 

— V '».-■ • ■■ — Oh ! who can tcU 
The hidden power of hearbcs, and might of magick (kill I 

• Sudi arc the modes, which are propofed to ftop ihp con- 
fumption of our manufadures, in pages 25-— 6«— 7. 

' ' c a Notwith- 



*XLi:::::'.:zL.Ui-^^\ 
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Notwithftanding the might ofmagUkJkUly wc can 
fend our manufaftures cheaper to foreiga marketSf 
during the prcfent, than the American^ war. Wc 
have greater commercial capitalsj which can work 
commercial wonders. Wc fee, in your hiftory, 
that a fort of revolution has taken place in this 
traffic. The manufafturers themfclves now ex- 
port their goods. . The nnerchant, who was for- 
merly the middle- man, between the manufafturer 
at home, and the confumer abroad, is now laid 
afide i and his profit will of courfe be deduced 
from the price of the merchandize. We have 
many more (hips at prefent, than we had at the 
commencement of the American war * : And, we 
Ihall therefore fend odt our manufeftures at fmaller 
freights. In the prefent war, we have more fleets 
for us, and fewer againft us rand, confcquently, 
the rate of our infurances muft be lower, as the 
rifque is lefs f . Thefe reafonirtgs^ however foun- 

dedy 

« See the Chronological Table in the Eftimate. 

f The fubjoined Statement is a fufficient proof: 
Premiums of Insurance from LONDON t» 

the Eafl:-Indics, and Chiaa. 

1.779. L* ^ P^^ ctTtt^'-'-^i 782. 15 Guineas per cent. 

1792. January to December, £,i to 5 Guineas} DecembeiV. 

£.^ and;^.5 per cent^ 
^793' January, £.j^l a. 5 Guineas ; Febmary and March, 

<8 Guineas; April to Oaobcr, £,7 a. f Guineas ^ 

0^ber> &c. 6 CuineaSr 
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4ed, enter not into your eftimatej as, in your prac,- 
tice, you think it quite lufficient to re-carol the Cuckr 

r owes 

Jamaica. 

1779. With convoy 7 to S Giuneas^ witkout 15 a. 00 

Guineas. ^ ^ . 

1782. 8, 10, and 15 Guineas with convoy.— Premiums high^ 

eft in the beginning of the feafon. 

17.92. £.2\ per unt.^^ — 1793- January, 3 Guineas; Fe* 

bruairy, 5 Guineas^ and 7 Guineas ; April, % Guineas ; 

June, 4 a. 6 Guineas, with convoy* 

Leeward lilands. 

1779. With convoy 7 a. 8 Gruineas, without convoy 16 
Guineaa. ' . . 

1782. From 8; to 1^ Guineas with convoy.— 'Premiums bi^heft 
in the firft part of the ieaipn, 

1792. ^.,2.-^1793. January, 2y to 3 Guineas; February, 

1 o Goxneay ;' March, 5 Gubeas, with con voy , 5 Gui- 
neas per. cent, the general rate throughout the feafon, 
with convoy. 

Cana4ak 

... •» -. 

1779. With convoy, ip Guineas; without convoy, 15 Guineas 

per tent, 
J782. 15 Guineas with convoy.— 1792. ^.3 to 3 Guineas, 

throughout the feafon. 

1793. 5 to 6 Guineas with convoy. 

American States, 

1782. 15 Guineas with convoy in gener^ throughout the 
feafon. 

1792. ^. 2 in general. — — Ditto. 

1793. January, jf .2; February 4th to 9th, 3 Guineas, 4 Gui* 

neas, and 5 Guineas; 23d^ 8 Guineas; March, 8 
Guineas, and 5 Guineas, American ihips only. The 

c 3 genei^al 
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owes/ongej in proving things doubtfulj hy things 0S 
doubtful. ■ ' ' . '• 

• In this fpirit it is, that you controvert * the 
great pofition, which I had fo clearly cftablifhed, 
in the following Eftimate, " that there is a point of 
^ dfcprfcflion, to which the Gommercc of this coun- 
*' try may fink, in confequence of* war; yet, that 
*' from this point, as in former war$, it yvill naturally 
" return.'* You fay f, " tlm/ufpojitipn \% dangfTr- 
eusj as well as fallacious.'^ But, why is it zfuppo^ 
fition? for, I have eftablilhcd it, as a true princi- 
ple, from fa£l and experiments ': 3Why is this prin- 
ciple dangerous? for,. X have f|io.wn;.:frorn a t{iour 
fand circumftances, that it is confoling. Why is it 
fallacious? for, I have fixed it as ia* /i^^/A, that^h^ 
has always occurred^ will agaiq occUrj as the fea- 
fons follow, in their conftant-courfc. You, In- 

general rate throughout the reft of the feafon 3 
iGuineas. 

Tlie ' Baltic. 

1779. 2| Guineas with convoy, 5 Guinea^ without^i782* 
. . 4 to 5 Quineas with convoy. 

1792. '1 Guinea to St. Peterfburg, ^.i| to if to Stettin- 

1793. March, 3 Guineas with convoy to Stettin; 6 Guineas 

without. * 

April, 2\ Guineas with convoy to St. Peterlhurg; 

and 5 Guineas without. 
July, to St. Peterfburg, 3 Guineas, to return i per 

cent* if with convoy, which was the general rate 

throughout the" reft of the feafon. 

• In page 65. . 

* 

deed. 
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4e€d, again repeat, the progrefs of our debts and 
taxes 'f the locking up of capital in foreign debts \ the 
growing poverty i the general bankruptcy, over Eur 
rope J the war-fyjiemy and the funding-jyjiem. Why j 
would not your great-great-grandfather, Dodtor 
Wilfon, callxhis repetition o( things doubtful, a repe^ 
titio principii, or a cuckowes fonge ! 

I will again try what influence faSI and expert-- 
ment, will have on your phikfopby, by giving you a 
new view of the fubjeft. 

The value of Britifh inanufadures, which were yearly ex- 
ported from England^ at the beginning of this 
century, was only — — _ jC* 5*277,015 

D^, according to a three years average, ending 

with 1792 — — — •— 15,800,826 



■»*• 



Now, did not every one of your caufes of decline 
cxift, through the whole of that period, when' wc 
were much lefs able to bear burdens, and to fuf- 
tain lofTes ? Yes. But, let us trace the progrefi 
of that vafl: increafe, in order to fee the operation 
of your caufes, and to behold the truth of my 
deduftion. 

The value of Britlfb manufactures, which ^ere exported from 
England, according to a three years average, 

ending with 170 -^ -^ iC-5>277»o»S 

That value fell, in 1 7 |i , to the Ipweft point 4,088,488 

That value rofe, according a three years average, 

ending with 1 7 1 6, to ■ -^-^ ^^ 5, 1 28,8 1 8 

Thisyaluefell, in 1718, to ' -«- — 4,58o,96x 
This value rofe, according to a three years aver- 

;^^c, ending with 1738, to -^ -^ 6,655,85a 

C4 This 
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This value fell, in 1740, to the loweft point — 
This value rofe, according to a three years ave- 
rage, ending with i75i,to — -^ 
This value fell, in 1755, the loweft point, to -•-- 
This value roTe, according to a three years ave- 
rage, ending with 1766, to ~ — - 
This value fell, in 1 769, to — ^-- 
This value rpfe, according to a three years avc- 
tage, ending with I77^» to — — 
Tlus value fell to the loweft point, in 178 1 — 
This value rofe, according to a three years ave- 
rage, ending with 1787, to — - ^-- 
And, this value gradually rofe in 1790, to — . 

in 1791, to — 
in 1792, to r— 



9^09,94)6 
6,192,107 

10,450,345 

8,984/>94 

11,075,099 
7^44,996 

«o»977»728 

15,896,226 
i7>449'6i4 



Yet, you continue, like the raven on Macbcth's 
battlements, to repeat tillJ^ you are hoarje with 
froakingy that our cuftomers did not purchafe, and 
our manufaflures reipained on hand, before, and 
Vh^n, the prefent war, began *. From the fore- 
going- detail, my deduftion is that, what has often 
happened will again happen ; that our exports :may 
\)c depreffird by the war to its loweft point, but 
will rile, before the return of peace, to ^ greater 
extent than ever. This you declare to be ^ /up-- 
pnJiUorfy dangerous y and fallacious* In making that 
deduction, I aigupd from experience: in forming 
your aflicrtipn, you talk from doubtful things^ 

During, this rcncounfcri in which you often re- 
newed th« dextrous fight ^ I have with my fa£h 



f In page 13—16. 



thruft 



" M 
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thruft you through and through, a thoufand times. 
With my documents I have cleft you to the chine. 
But, the fpirit of Jacobinifin, like the fpirit gf 
S^tan, 

•—^—Though pierq'd with wound. 
Soon clofing^ is by native vigour heaPd. 

I will fummon Mtlton to my aid. With his fpear, 
to equal which, the talleft pine, hewn on Norwe- 
-gian hills, were but a wand, he Ihall fhove yoii 
jFrom the ftage. Thus he combats your theory ;— • 

But, apt the mind, or fancy, is to rove, 
Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end, 
X Till wam'd, or by experience taught, Ihe learn. 
That not to know at large of things remote 
Fjom ufe, obicure, and fubtle, but toJtnow^ 
., . , . ^at which before us. lies in daily life, • 

Is the prime ivi/domi what is more, is fame« 
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence. 
And renders us in things, that mod concent 
Unpraftis'd, unprepar'd> and flill to feek. 

Hbd your^riimd rb\ned left; had your experimhi 
taught more; you had been Icis unpreparedy and 
aK)t ftiM to Jeeky as to our commerce and maniJ- 

• faftures, the calamities of zthicb^ you fay *, are great 
hytmU example. It is^unhcceflary to prove this, you 
iaim^iately add, in your own ftyle of probation. 

^f this, however, be aflfert?ed of tjur manufeftures, 
ffid commerce, during the year 1792, when both 

• Page ^. 

were 
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-were the moft profperous *, your aflertion would 
amount to that kind of argument, which your rela- 
tion, Dr. Wilfon, happily dtnotmnztcs^^eudomefws. 
I will not tranjlate for the country gentlemen. - The 
trianflation may be found in the context. You, 
who think proof unneceflary, could not poflU>ly 
know the ftate of our manu&dtures, and com- 
merce, during the firll fix months of 1793. . And 
you alluded probably to the fituation of private 
credit and commercial circulation, during thpfe 
unhappy months. You fpcak pofitively of the 
univerjal wreck of credit, in Britain f : you obferve, 
what^ no other hiftorian has remarked, diat " bank- 
ruptcies have fpread, and are fpreading every where, 
over the continent of Europe.'* And, like thofe 
travelling phyficians, who have a couple of noC- 
trums for all difeafes, you attribute thofe evils to 
the funding'fyftemy and the war-Jyftem^ which, wc 
have feen ere-while, litrie influenced daily life. 
You, however, beat about through many a maze, 

, till you find what you think the true caufe of the 
univerfal wreck of credit. The war came ; and faft 
on its heels a dreadful train of evils — bankruptcy 
followed bankruptcy, in rapid fuccefTion J. You 
controvert the opinion of thpfc, who faid, that diofe 
fvils bad no connection with the war \ you impugn 
the fentimcnts of thofe, who affirmed, that they 

• See before page xxxvii. and die chronological t^ble in 
die following eflimate. 

t Page 2, \ Page i^. 

arofc 
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arofe from our extraordinary profperity : And, you 
■declare it to be fit, that this dreadful error 
Jhould .be puilkly ufrveiled*. In this fentimcnt, I 
have the fatisfaftion to agree with you* I am 
willing to fhare in that imputation, by avowing 
that, I always thought, as I now think, the bank- 
ruptcies, during the firft fix months of 1793, had 
no conneftion with the war j I now think, as I thea 
declared, that the derangement of our private cre- 
dit was altogether owing to an impeded circulatian^ 
which is douhtlefs a commercial misfortune of 
great magnitude. 

Wherever the dreadful error may be, I am ready 
to go hand and hand with you, in unveiling it befort 
the public. In this . inquiry, you will have every 
advantage of me, in aflerting and retracing ; in 
blowing hot, and blowing cold ; in coining circum- 
ilances, and debafing -documents. For me, is only 
referved the poor privilege, of ftating proofs, and 
adjufting fadts \ of difentangling truth, and of in- 
culcating the dull lefllbn of inftruftion. But, — 

" The wcakeft things are llrongeft props to truth," 

At the portal of this inquiry, we fhall find a re- 
mark of your acquaintance Lord Kaims, which is 
the key to this fubjed. He ftates it, as a fad, 
that from_ 1694 to 1744, there were, in Scotland, 
pnly thirty -four cejjio honorums [bankruptcies j] and^ 

• In page 14. 

he 
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he infers, from the fa6t, as a coiifequcncc, how 
languidly trade was then carried on. From 1744 
to 177 1 there have been yearly, thrice thirty- four 
£b~ankruptcies] ; which is a proo^ he adds, of the 
rapid progrefs of trade. Every one, he concludes, 
is roufed to adventure, though every one cannot 
gain *. Had all been like this ! but, alas ! feldom 
is it, that Lord Kaims, with all his celebrity for 
labour, ftates his fafts, with fo much accuracy, ot 
draws his inferences, with fo much precifion. 

We may fee a fimilar progrefs in the annals of 
our commerce, in England. In the infancy of our 
traffic, the banknipt was regarded by the law, as a 
4:riminal, who had defrauded his creditors. Whci? 
.commerce began to be more pradtifed, and better 
•midei-flood, the bankrupt was at length cpn-^ 
iidered by our legiflature, and lawyers, as unfortu- 
nate, rather than fraudulent f. The trade, of Eng- 

land| 

♦ Sketches of the Hiflory of Man, i zmo. iH vol. page 92. 

• Stat. 34. Hen. 8. ch. 4. This was almofl totally altered 
by 13 Eli?, ch. 7. whereby all perfons ufing the trade of mer- 
chandize might be made bankrupts. The 21 Ja. i. ch. 19. 
comprehended, in this defcription, fcri^veners^ The year 1718 
tnay be confidered, as the true epoch of that favourable charfge, 
incur jurifprudcnce; whereby bankrupts are regarded, as rati^r 
jjnfonunate, than as fraudulent. It was the temporary ftatute 
of the 5 Geo. i. ch. zj^, for fre'venthig the frauds committed by 
hankrupts, which firll diredled, that an allowance fhouW he 
be made X.o fair bankrupts. This a£l was perpetuated by the 
5 Geo. 2. ch. 30. whereby bankers, brokers, and fadlors, were 
made liable to the ftatutes of bankruptcy. Tradefmen, fuch 
as fmiths, fhocmakers, and others^ of tliat 4cfcription, may be 

bankrupts ; 
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land, after languifhing, in its childhood, for ages, 
was, even at the commencement of this century, only 
in its infancy. And, at that epoch, we had fcarcely^ 
in England, forty bankruptcies, in a twelvemonth* 
1 have, in queft of fafts, infpefted the London 
Gazette, that melancholy chronicle of our com- 
mercial failures ; ^d from it have compiled fuch 
a chronological ftatement of annual bankruptcies, 
as hath all the accuracy, that fuch an inquiry eafily 
admits, or abfolutely requires. I have thrown it 
into the compreh^nfive form of a Table, which is 
here, fubjoincd : — 



bankrupts: but^ not farmers, graziers, drovers, (in Etigland;} 
nor, the King's receivers. The debt muft be ^.loo, other- 
wife the debtor cannot be made a bankrupt. A iimilar change 
has alfo taken place, in the law of Scotland, during our own 
times. Thus much of the law was thought neceilary, for th^ 
expkmation of the fubfequent ftatements^ 
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THE DEDICATION. xlvl? 

Here, let us paufe awhile. — This curious, and 
inftruftivc, table, furnifhes important fads, which 
inculcate ufeful inftruftion. Lord Kaims could 
have calculated the amount of our commerce, at 
any ^ven epoch in it, from the number of bankrupt- 
cies. And, indeed, it is apparent, that in the exaft 
proportion, as our traffic increafed, from its infancy 
to manhood, the number of bankruptcies, at every 
period, bore a juft proportion to the amount of 
our trade, and the f?equency of our commercial- 
dealings. The traders continually adventured out 
upon the uncertain ocean of commerce, though they 
did not all return, with happy gales, and equal 
fuccefs, into port. And, the nation, which beheld 
the fliipwreck of their fortunes, grew rich from 
their enterprizes, while fhe pitied the unhappinels of 
their fate. 

If this table be a faithful mirror of our commer- 
cial misfortunes, we may fee, that the commence- 
ment of Queen Anne's war did not greatly incom-^. 
mode our traders. The buftle, and bufmefs, of 
her hoftilities appear to have increafed the number 
of bankrupts. The rebeUion of 17 15 feems to 
have made none^ The South-fea year, 1720, ap- 
pears to have involved our merchants in the burft 
of bubbles, though it was public, rather than pri- 
vate, credit, which was chiefly afFefted, during this 
unhappy year of projefts. Our bankruptcies no^ 
regularly increafed with the augmentation of oiip 
trade. The rebellion of 1745 overturned none of our 
commercial houfes. The war of 1756 feems to have 

done 
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done a little more mifchiefi though that mifchief 
feems to have decreafed, as hoftilities went oni 
The peace of 1763 augnnented the number of 
bankruptcies, though the connnaercial diftrcflfe of 
that period feem to have been more in found, thari 
in reality. With our traffic, and bufinefs, .our 
bankruptcies continued to increafe in number and 
magnitude. We perceive how many they werd 
aujgmented, during 1772 and 1773, when our cir^- 
iulaHcn was impededy at a moment of uncommon 
profperity. We fee- a fmaller number of bank- 
ruptcies, in 1781, when our trade was the moft 
deprefTed, during the American war, than in 1772^ 
and 1773. The two moft prolperous years, which 
this nation ever knewj were 1791, and 17921 
yet, ftrarige to behold, the number of our bank-* 
ruptcies was larger than the amount of .1781^ 
the moft difaftrous year of the late war; fo diffe- 
rent are the informations of foB from the dcduc-* 
ttons of theory. ' • 

We might learn from experience, that prdfperity 
generally leads on to adverfity, as the higheft health 
is often the forerunner of the- worft . difeafes ; the; 
.chills of ague, or the flames' of calenture. We 
perceive, through the feveral months: erf" I79i> 
^nd ftill more, in 1792,- that there lurked, in 
pur commercial habit, the predifpofing caufes of* 
our commercial maladies^ which broke out into 
fucli a paroxyfm, during 1793. OA^nng to caufes^ 
that the faculty have not explained, this influenza 
appears to have raged uncommonly in the month 

4 of 



of Novdmbcr 1792. Hiftoiy will record the mondi 
of November I79a> as a memorable epoch, in 
our annals. It was peculiarly unfortunate to pur 
traders. Yet, was it a month propitious to oar 
conftitution. I was hot inattentive, as you ma^ 
fuppofe, to the paiiages of that month. I knew 
that the violence of the republicans, and levellersj had 
by its aSHon and reaSmJpread terror far and widp. 
I was acquainced with perfons, who feared the lois 
of their lands, from the tumults of the Jacobins at 
Sheffield. I was acquainted with perfofis, who 
•ibid their ftock in the Britifh .funds, in order tp 
inveft it, where they fuppofed it would be more 
fafe. I was acquainted with thoie> who^ difpofedl, 
at an under value, of moveable property, which 
they imagined was moft likely to be deftroyed by 
innovation and tumult. Yet, whether thoie appre^ 
henfions produced any of the numerous bankrupt** 
tries of Nov^ember 1792, I pretend not to kr^ow* 
I believe^ that all terrors di&ppeared, when the 
parliament was called, the militia were embodied, 
4ind, above all^ when the nation, with an overpow- 
ering voice, avowed her attachment to the confti- 
tution, and promifed her fupport of tkt laws. 

Our domeftic quiet was, by thefe means, fcarcely 
iecurcd, when the French, after various threats, de«- 
dared war againft Great* Britain, and Holland, oti 
thefirft of February 1793. The unufual bank« 
ruptcies, in the month of January preceding, can 
iiardly^be attributed to this fubfequent meafurc 
The firft bankruptcy^^ iNishich created fuipicioot from 
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its amount, was the failure* of Donald and Burton, 
on the 15 th of February 1793. I wUhed them fo 
well as to drop a tear, when I heard of their fell. 
1* hey were engaged in the moft uncertain of all 
traffic J in the trade of corn j in fpeculations on 
American corn: but, they had fuftained no lofe 
fronn the war. On T^uefday evening, the 19th of 
February, the Bank of England threw out the 
paper of Lane, Son, and Frafer, who had never 
recovered the (hocks of the American war. The 
-Bank did them a damage, without an injury^ as the 
lawyers would fay. The Bank Vvas under no obli- 
*-gat!on to difcount dilcrediced paper. . And, next 
morning, the houfe of Lane,. Son, and. Frafer, ftopt 
payment, to the amount of almoft. a million of 
money. This great failure involved the fate erf 
feveral very ftfbftantial traders. But, none of thofe 
houfes hitd, fuftained any damage from the :war. 
Su/picionw^ now carried up to alarmy and, every 
mcrchanf, ind every banker, who was concerned, 
in the circulation of negotiable paper, met with 
unufual obftruftions in their daily bufmefs. Yet, 
it was not till the 1 6th of March, that the long 
eftablifhed i\oufe of Burton, Forbes, and Gi;egory, 
"ftopt, which was followed, on the i8th, by the 
-fiiilure of their corrcfpondents, Caldwell and Com- 
pany, of Liverpool, to the amount of nearly a, 
tnillion. Still, neitlier of thcfc great circulators <rf 
paper had fuftained any lofs from the war. And, 
a^ fufpicion had been carried up to alarm, alarm 
was now magnified into panic. 

In 
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In the midft of this terror, the whole city bf 
London was frightened at (be, rule of three. It was 
ah cafy calculation, by v/hich it was dcmonftrated, 
that, if one hoilfe failed for a million, ten houfes 
might fail for ten millions. In my time, I have 
known feverstl calculators of great note impofe 
upon themfelves, and the world, by working the 
rule of three, without taking in collateral circilm- 
ftances. Neither thefe calculators, in tlieir clofets, 
nor thofe traders, in their counting- houfes, ever re- 
flefted, that one bankrupt might pay five fliillings 
in the pound, a fccond ten fhillings, a third fifteen 
Ihillings, a fourth twenty (hillings, and a fifth five^ 
and-twenty {hillings, in the pound. In faft, feveral 
bankers, during that panic terror, paufed in theif 
payments, who immediately went on as ufual with 
their bufinefs, and fome great traders, who Wdre 
obliged to ftop, foon paid twenty fliillings in the 
pound. Yet, all this while, .we had not felt th6 
ftrokc of an enemy. In this manner, terror created 
diftruft, diftruft impeded circulation^ and an im-^ 
peded circulation is the. greateft misfortune, that 
can afflift a commercial nation* 

<' Impatience changeth fxnoake to flame, bbt jealoufie to helL'* 

$uch» then, were the real caufes ot our commer* 
cial diftreffes ! And, fuch was the fad termination • 
of feven years of the greateft profperity, both 
public, and private, which this nation had ever 
enjoyed ! In the midft of this profperity, a bank 
was erefted, in every market-town> I was going to 
iay, in every village. The vaft bufinefs in the 
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cotinQy created chefe banks ; and chefe banks cre^ 
ated, by their faciiitiesj vaft bufmefs. The rife ift 
the price of the public ftocks drew immenfe fum$ 
of money from the country to London $ and the 
ftill greater rile of the public ftocks drove vaft fums 
of money firom London to the country. Much 
of this money was placed in the country banks^ 
which employed it, in ipeculations, to relieve them* 
felves from this fiillneis. But, of fpeculacioas 
there is no end. The country bankers tried various 
prqjedb to force a greater number of their notes 
into circulation^ than the bufmefs of die nation de-« 
manded. They deftroyed, by their own impru- 
dence, the credit of their own notes, which muft 
ever depend on the near proportion of the demand 
to the fupply. The country bankers became am«- 
bitious of fumiOiing not only the Country, but 
London, with notes. For this purpofe, many 
of thetn iifued notes, optioilal, to be paid, in die 
country, or in London*. By thefe means, their notes 
came ofoener, and in greater numbers, to London* 
than were welcome, in the (hops of London. Th^fe 
notes became difcreditcd, not only in proportion,, 
as the fupply w^s greater than the demand for 
them, but as the baqks were diftant, and unknown. 
The prqjefts, and arts, by which thefe notes were 
pufhed into the circle of trade, were regarded with 

* By a lift of Engli^ country banks, which I have now 
before me, containing 279* though not the whole number, it 
appears, that of the 279, no fewer than 204 iffued optional 
notes, and 71 ftopt payment. 
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a v^ery evil eye by thofr, who, in this management, 
faw great imprudence, in many, and a little fraii- 
dulence, in feme. When fufpicion ftralkcd out to 
create alarm, and alarm ran about to excite panic, 
more than four hundred country banks in England 
fuftained a ihock; all were fhaken; upwaids of 
a hundred ftopt; fomc of which, however, after* 
wards went on, in their ufual courfe of punctual 
payments* 

Yet, fay you *, in your own ftyle of confidencct 
without knowledge, *^ the banking-houfes, which 
" circulate promifory notes, have not contriiutcfi, 
*^ in any confiderable <legrce, tP our prefent dif- 
" tref?/* The many which ftopt, the many that 
paufed, all dcmonftrate how greatly they contributed 
to our comrtiercial mifery. The whole number of 
country banks in England was unknown; their 
capitals, and charafti^rs, were unknown. Their 
imprudence only was known, which had already 
fliakcn their own credit. And, fbfpicion faftened 
upon aH, though the event has proved,, that they 
were generally more ftablc, than had been at firft 
fuppo&d. Tet, ftvf foreign merchants failed. The 
country banks, and country, traders, were thole, 
who cihiefly fwelled the unfortunate number of our 
monthly bankruptcies. And, this^ cbmparifon is 
alone fufEcient to fhow, that the caufe of our com- 
mercial maladiiss arofe at home, without infection 
from abroad; that it arofe from the flilnefs of 
peace, without the misfortunes of wan 

* In page 19. 
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^.:tv;!Hi, iu: a:cT fire litde into 
X^»i 'QfCKta that, in a few 
•>. .\>*jin<«c<i9cnt of hoftilities, a 
. vv^o -topy Jiid in the fame twelve^ 
, . , ■viiv.rcvi Ijaakruptcies would hap- 
. :>. .c . 40ca had trembled to its center. 
. ' ^.i^s^v^y v.Tcdit the record of the fafts, 
,;^ : i t^^iin> in three little months, our 
.si >tcdic> were reftored; commerce 
,N ...y*J channel; and our fhips failed 
., '. \i KviuWnicd gales. Aye, fay you*, 
.,^,,*;, .ukI uUtrming^ m.eafures were re- 
, ..• .^»^ w ivjulumcnt, to prevent the univerf^ 
v . , iy 'i (.icviit." I have not fearched the Jourr 
. \ i\ .;ivv\>jcnis. Perhaps the parliament 
;>v;v^*u Aiu> \\>v\ Hardwicke> ^at, if there be no 
'.\\\v\-<.» ^^ >vi'l make one. The very .firft emif- 
\\i v; ;\<hc4ijcr-bi]ls, however, in 1696, for 
i: .^y^ui;^ C»v\Ut| and helping commerce, during 
^v v%t»A-^V\ >iviis a prpcedent in point f. But, the 
-,lvn*4vs SrAVhcquer-bills, in 1793, was, it feems, 
u\ *iii'^% mcafure. There were, no doubt, 
\VN ^i* '^v«AV**i* tears ifhed, wUhin doors: and your 
^».v' '\ Wiuml with crocodikan ink, throughout. 
\Vsv v^^U I ttffirni, that your town of Liverpool 
v^vx ^V'^^s^^^l* ^^ Joothed by the bill, enabling 

^ W\<f^^v*** Chron. Com. vol: ii. p. 2x3.— It is worthy of 
M.yN^'Vvt\M i« 1696, there were exchequer-bills ifTued for as 
xH^^V *\kW!k A9 /*• S wch, which proves, ihat they were ijatended 

the 
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thc'tfor^oratioh tip ifllic holes for ftrcngtKemng tW 
credit of Her traders*. The whole nation " wfcl 
alfo fupported,- and Jootbedj by the "appointment bf 
commidioners; for granting aid to private " cre3iH 
by exchequer-bills; There' never was a «tieafu?e"i 
fo little alarming,' and fo- compleady cfFe(5tual» id 
this innmcdiktcly proved. Of the'^jf ri; jocbicoo of 
exchequct-biUs, that were allowed, thti'^'^hole -num- 
ber of applications for loans was ^3*2, afnouBMng, ift 
all, to the fum of jC-3>855>624- Of tEtffe-a'ppfi^ 
cations, 23 8-, amouhtihg to the fum of £) 2,^202, oocfj 
Was granted. Of the remaining 94 affSlicatibh'^ 
45 for- the' fum of j^. 1^215,000 were withdrawrij 
or not piirfued by the claimants : and 4^ ajJpIica- 

* One 6i the fir ft and mofl .intelligent merchants- in Liver^ 
pool has juft given nje the following account ojf Uie^cffeit of 
the aftt)f parliament, for empowering the corporation of tna£ 

town t(?iffue, notes :'**T^^'P"^'ic ^^P^^^^^o^i tiiadtfe liiJl 
.^ifolicited WiOuid pa& ihto a law, :a4mini%red t^ntiaj, kn^ 
V f^teuilvp relief. This greatly,, iquieteJ app(ef)^iioti», a^d 
"^was vpry inltrumental, in rc|toring m^tu^ ^f^nfic^gnce: Jt 
*^airo'gave men time to rccblledl* themfelvc?, aiyl't^Tbik'fo*^ 
** 2lW& iifi?, *thofe' refourcts, which^ arc nof' of^til'^'^itffing to 
^« trkde^i iof ch^raaer^- aiid' ^ropoftjr', Hnvtun^s^bif. nredi^ l&f 
f^ own opiniqp i% ^thar: during \\l\% mttjii^^\ {of jp^ici^^og and 
*•' pacing ^e ^ji^]. jnti^ydi^cuU^es we(§ (iirnio^ted by.mean^ 
^ which violence wooki have fupprefTcd: and that t^e jceneral 




"•' expeSlaU 

«* dtuitt 

much ^i6^mii profiinnd^.'ienft!; Widtfiileqaally ^afplieir, ti^tha 

firhple nation. — Of the £, 200,000 which the corporation was 

enabled to iffue, only ^. 70,000 were aduaily iffaed on the 

^5thiof Jaiinarj 17^. ,.JV[^t,rthc town yas f)ip|)0|-te4» ^d 

fpothcd, by the meafure, 
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tions for the fum of^^. 438,3^4* were rejc&cd, ejAei 
!U not coming within the purpofe of the ait, or on 
tca>unt of the inability of the parties to give latisiac- 
fpij (ecurity. The whole fum, wjiich was advance4 
on loan, has been repaid, without difiicuky, of 
diftre& Of die perfbns, who were thus ailifted| 
only two became bankrupt. Thefe &ds prave| 
that temporary relief was only wanted, and ta no 
gfeat amount The inter^ft on thqfe loans amounts 
cd to/. 13,033: 14: 6J : the expcnce of the ma- 
nagement to iC*M85: 12? 4? And of confe-^ 
quence, diere was a plear profit fi-om one of die 
}iappieft ^i)d heft-timed meafurcs, whicl^ the wifflom 
of government ever adopted, of £. 4|348 : 1 : af^ 
In faft, the alacrity of parliament to fupport the 
credit of the country was relief. May 1753 wa^ 
the epoch of the greateft number of bankriiptcies^ 
They greatly decreafed, in June ; they decreaied 
ftill more, in July ; they continued to decreafe, in 
Auguft ; and in September, they fell to be nearly 
<)n a i^ with the numbers, in September 1792, 
The bpfinefs was now done *. The diforder was 
cured. And, the coipfniOiofiers thereupon rirported 
Ae condition of the patient tp thp greatt ftate-phy- 
ficiari : Sir, we have admipiftered your medicine^ 
which has worked wonders j the patient is dqing 
yitlii and will be well, tf be ^ only lake fate ^ 
himjilf. Ac this mfunem ypp cirivf fyut, tp fifit 

the 

• I htppta to &aye th^ ibBowing aotf« wlucli» I beSerf^ 
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iHe^ pati<M; you* fia4 hiiQ rccavcfcdr: ye^ yog 
c^U'^ Hip/ &aHing yow bendi chat . be had- been 
«ery iU: V^iv myi word, your iaxprodmpe tH4 
jwarly: coftyQur 1^; ]Ni|ntnt, I pray ypKir Qf anOf* 
rfiCi? paie^f fin !-^ 

^ .-NH Yest Upi^'3»h(^ /mi^of^<i^m?f Bl^e 9. fii*y. 

The recovery of the patkint, h^wcrifi docs ntk 
enable you to trace th^ difoccfer to ft^ trtie catife^ 
How can a phyndan trao; the caofe'.of any di&a% 
lt\ic wiH not alcertaih fk^s, an4 Weigh crrciim^ 
(!ances; if he will deludi h1)t]ffelf Wfth fklfe appear^ 
anj^esj; and fallacious, mlGerre^ ? iTbu delude yottr<»' 
fclf >4th. aJ^fertiag, ag '£, Ca^ufc ofow comnncrc&l 



the priad^xdicf was ^miM; . - 

9^r» werj granted tp 

piafgov r-- — -5^ if- 3 19*730 

j:.(^th — — — 35,7.£a • ■ * 

Perth ^ ~ •-. 4y«ttOi . ... _:J; 

.P»n4»e — !f- f— i6»ooo 

• j^*A«rg^ ■ •— •w.: .^ '4JM» • *. 

■J4*«y ■ -fr- '■-■•^ •" -^ 3I,oopv..7.-.". 

t'WJpn pr- r-w „•- -^ 9§9»7oo 

.^ifregj^ol ..^^ ^ . — ^., ^7.020 

. Briftnl .^. afl^ -^ .p- 41,500 

OtbcxpIacc^L -p. *— y-^ 310,000 

. . • if-2i"9>A0^ 

dHlrc&, 
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idirtrefs, to be truci what Tbu- had an opportunity of 
fcnowingto'be -felfe, that our'tuftlmers did^iiotpur^ 
€bafe'^ : yri/^*6or'^tfoftomcrs* ncVcr' purcfea&d " lb 
in»iygoodsy is li -the • thinfec years, preceding ouf 
diftrefles, in 1793. Our cuftomers, iay • yod ^ith 
the fame breath, didffoi 'fay foriHiUr mahuf allures : 
ytty there^wftfr hcih&''foeh-^grt*ff' iniportatioi»s> '<.t 
in J 790— 91— .9f^ ^, aipoijr^iijgi . ,on an average, to 

flowed, in, you immecUately. idd, to Be jnvweS In 
pur.fundij* ;J9[ere,ryQU Jjlbw Biit, Noii'^oon 

fubjoxn, /^/,ji^^^:«;<Wj.(i^^^^ of the frectous 

nu^als ti ' -Nowj-you dIqw .qdU ! In thig^Tiowever, 
ypu gueang^;>as;,an^ <^odc wilj^ point, a), the 
true hour, once in the day J. 'You uidecd play 
^n admurable igame of cro{^: purpof^ps thrpughou^ 
your thirteenth page. « ^*^' AU ^contmdiaif^s^l^ fays 

01 ' triji^f: Sidney^ 

• In page i^j-.:- 

^ There is . very, little gold buUion exported. Ofifilverj, 
there were exported • • 

to all cottn^«8> >—• 

toFrancc^>>> <: •— < 

v^. to all countries,' — 

^ to. France; * "^=- 

*- • to all cotintries, ' — 

to France^ ' -^ 
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' Oancin. 


ii»-*790 


• flHMM 


'•. 5*858,987 


in 1790 


-— 


613,467 


in 1791 


— 


5*!i5'l45 


in 1791 


• ■•^^— p 


' ^8*498 


in 1792 


^■B 


^' 7,65i>oio 


in 1792 


• 


^ '' »i909,486 
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It- is, in this year I792> that you afTert gr^at Aims bf money 
were fent from France to Great Britain ! 

X The price of filver on the exchange of London* (how$ 
the great effcA of the export of bullion to France, and the 

immediate 
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5* Sidney, grow in thofe miads, which neither ab- 
^' folutcly. climb the rock of yirtucy nor freely fink 
." into the fca, of vanity." 

. When we have . thus eftimated the value of 
€(miradi£lums, it is eaiy to perceive, fiom this calv 
culation,. how litde our comnv^pial- diftrefles were 
owing to a greater, or a lefs, export of manu&c- 
tures; to the flux, or efflux of bullipn ; to the:f>ricc 
•of coins, ^pr to the rate of exchange ; aU which had 
been long favourable to this couptry, and continued 
£ivourable to the nnipfnent of our bankruptcies* ^ It 
is of as litde ufe to cRimztc the jroperp, which our 
circulating paper is Juppofidio riprejm. Property 
is neither reprefented by payper, nor paper by pro- 
perty. It is not true, either in* theory, or pradicc^ 
that paper circulates on the iecurity of property. 



V." ' 



immediate c(>nie^ence ofprevenung this export The prices 
Vere as under: ' 



' ' In ^796 the' price was— " 'ii 5 ^^/dPeiiice. 
In 1791 -^ — ' c-i^r* y a|»;^ , 

, In 1792 — ^ ' — , , r^ ' .; 5 5'' 

j[n January^ February, March, ^xi]» 

,793 _ _ 1-. 5 3| 

in May and June — — - 5 J^t 

in June to Auguft -*- — • 51 

in Auguft to 1 2th November «-* S 'I 

Afterwards — — - . — . 50 

When the export of bul&oi^ to France was (lopt, the prke of 
iilver gradually fell to Ss* fer ounce, which is a remarkable 
fad, that proves how much the demand from France operated 
on the market price. 
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AS conimjtcial pap^^^% ciFCutatd^ and OUgkt- to 
eircuiate^ on the &ich*of ^^^M^r^iW^r^^^, which is 
qu'te diftinft from folid property. I grant, be^* 
fiver, "the more of ftcfepty enters into the judg-» 
mcnii which we fiMrm of commcpcUl creM^ ^^ 
mofe ftable tre think itj though^ proper^, wiihout 
fntdffn€ts and integri^, - is of little avail . We: iaqiA* 
above a nKtchskfit^i fun^uaHlyy his hme^, and his 
mana^menif but i^MonFi about his capital, which it 
is impoffiWe" to difeevcfi In feft, Ibme of the 
greafcft banfeers*, in rfii* nation> have done raft bu^ 
fmcfs- for ages, azv th<^ credit, of their honeftjr, 
potttftualityi 2md management, with vciy little capi- 
tal. A bill of exofei^ is accepted, and' p^, oh 
^ c^tfmercuif ^ftf^^'ofthe drawer, without anjr 
cafculationf of tfe'propeftyi whidt it may' reppefent. 
When, traders, indcedj^ are litde conneftedi bills 
^re often accepted on the credit of property con4 
figned, or to be configned; but, thefe are fpecial 
«ftui| which prove^jhe general rule.. By J/ipfofirtg, 
that paper r^prefeuts property, you were led to 
fiippofe, that our commercial credit w»5 greatly 
affedted \>y tj|ie infecurity, which the war brought 
with it, {IS to owrjloating property, as to our fac- 
fiorics, in Africa, and to our iflands, in America. 
But, do ^d:, and -experiencr, bear you out, in 
your Juppeje? Na: our commercial credit was 
Kotef ffeftcd, during the diftfeffes of the American 
yrzTi ^^ feveral of our iflands were poffcflcd by 
the French, and our African faftories, and ^oaiing 
property, w?re ililj more ipfecure. 

But, 
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But, tlie invafioti of HoBand by Dtimotiricr was 
a bloNV aimed at the credit of all Europe, fay you ♦. 
r admit your aflumption, but Ideny jrour inferences^. 
It is not true that, in confcquenee of Duniourier*9 
invafion, any of our houfes either -fell, or tottered* 
1 eanhot Icai-n, that any Dutch houfes either 
fell, or tottered, in conftquencc of Dutnou- 
rier*s invafion. Yet, it is true, that the bankruptcy 
of our Burton, Forbes, and Gregory, on the i6th 
of March, after the repulTe of Dumoutier, did 
caiife two bankruptcies, ih Htdlandf. When j<m 
teire fuppofei^ -what my inquiries contradiA, diat 
the invafion of Dumourier had oteftumed ouf 
commercial houfes, you add if, with more felicity 
than faft, " A (imilar effeft took place, in various 
" parts of the continent, and the aftion, and re- 
*' aft ion, of ruin, Ipread far and wide." A fimi- 
lar efFeft did not take place, in FfctAders, which 
Dumourier over-ran, plundered, and infuked. 
There have, in faft, been no bankruptcies ih 
Flanders \ owing to the liability, and prudence, of 
her traders. My inquiries warrant me iii iayirig, 
that there have been no bankruptcies in Italy, in 
Switzerland, in Turkey, or in the interior of Gcr* 
many, whatever there may have been at Ham«» 
burgh. Aye, but the royd plunderers oppreffid 4md 
dejtroyed the bank of Warjaw%. You allude pro« 

* In page 1-6. 

f Namely, David Van Lennep } and F. Abrahams* Son, 
and Fetting^ of Amfterdanu 
\ In page i6. % Inpagei6. 

§ bably 
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bably to the failure of Tepper. The. banking- 
houfe of Peter Tepper and Company, at Warr 
law, which had .long borne the character .or 
vaft opulence, was, in truth, by unbounded car- 
pcnces, and relaxed management, become really 
infolvent. As theH(diftrefles came on, they aded, 
like other bankrupts. Making ufe of their charac- 
ter for opulence, and pretending to want money for 
Jiipplpng the courts they induced feveral foreign mer- 
chants to accept their bills, and to circulate their 
paper. But, fuch pretences and projefts, cannot 
Jaft long. The houfe of Tepper at length failed^ 
in February 1793. And its fall brought on the 
fete of feveral houfes, in Poland, in Ruflia, in 
Hamburgh, and in Amfterdam. When I compare 
your hiftory of thefe tranfaftions with fafts, I anot 
ready to cry out with Chapman : — 

" We muft, in matters moralU quite rejcft 
** Vulgar opinion, ever led amiiTe : 
'' And let authentickt reafon be our guide, 
- •* The wife of truth, and wiidom's govcrncfs.** 

Ifi with autbenticke reafon for our guide, we ex- 
tend our inquiries to Peterfburgh, we fhall find, 
that you do not quite rejeSt n)ulgar opinion. *' Fif- 
** teen houfcs, in Peterfburgh, concerned in the 
" trade to China, failed together.** fay you *. Ex- 
cept in your gazette, I cannot find thefe failures^ 
in any of the gazettes of Europe, either prmted, or 

* In page x6, the note. 

,3 written. 
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-written. If you were afked for your authority, 
you would anfwcr, in your ufual tone : " If it were 
proper, on fuch an occafion, to bring forward 
names, each of thofe affertions might be fup- 
*' ported by abundant proofs */* Yes -, — 

<*—.«« The hardeft things faitittukis pofllble l'^ 

But, I will not aflc for your authority. I will ad- 
mit, that there were feveral bankruptcies in Rufliia, 
owing to the failure of Teppcr. Yet, this admif- 
fion is nothing to your purpofe : Tepper failed, as 
other bankers have failed, not from the preffures 
of war, or the rapacity of power, but from un- 
bounded expences, and relaxed management. I 
will admit, that feveral houfes in the Britifti faftory 
alfo failed'. Their fall was alfo owing to unbounded 
expences, and relaxed management. Some of 
thefe houfes failed, not in confequence of war, but 
in confequence of />^^r^. When the emprefs had 
impeded her terms on Turkey, thefe Britifh rner-^ 
chants fuppofed, that the exchange would rife : butj 
it fell, after the peace, though they tried to fupport 
it ; and their failures were brought 6n by its fait 
Here is another example, how peace, full as much 
as- war, may produce bankruptcies. Our alarrnihg 
bankruptcies, in 1763, and 1764, happened after 
the peace of Paris : and our bankruptcies in i'772, 
and 1773, occurred before the commencement of 
the American war -, owing, on both thofe' occa- 

* In pa^e 17. 

* lions. 



fions, to'i,ninipeSed circulation^ Siich, thcn^ k idife 
ratUlefs ruin, ^ofe aftron and TeaftioRj yo'4 
. fpre'ad, &r and widt, oVet Etrtapc, with your 
in^i^ard's waid ! 

From fpreading ruin on tfre trohtmerit, yb« re- 
turn to fpread'jTuif!^ in Lahcaftiire; as if tlterc Avcrc 
not diftrefs enough, without the influence of your 
witchery. Here, you make the commercial 'dif- 
tT^(^ J>erbaps gptztcr than in any part of the ktng- 
donn ** For this ferbc^s grc^tn diftrefs, you im- 
mediately alfign ah extraordirtary reafon. Ifou 
venture to Jity'^y that the univcrfal (Ugnation there, 
is mjome degree to be attributed to the circum- 
AancCj that fromtfory notes were never ifliied by 
«ny of the banking-houfes of Lancalhire. 

** I hftte thde figures in 'locttticm; 

You inight as well Venture to fay, in thefe about- 
fbrafeSi that the apothecaries of I^ancafhire do not 
deal in drugs, as that the bankers of Lancafhire do 
liot deal in paper. It is the very bufinefs of a 
banker to deal in paper, as it is the bufinefs of an 
apothecary to deal in drugs. The Lancafhirt 
ibankers did not indeed iffue Bank notes, India 
bonds, nor Exchequer bills : but, every banker, eVery 
merchant, and every manufafturcr, iflued promifoiy 
notes I becaufe, without promifory notes they could 
ix>t carry on their daily bufinefs. But, I will not 

• In page i8« f In page 18. 

quibKe 
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k)uibble iipoh words $ as quisles, according to 
[ watts, enter not into fer ions inquiries. I will admit 
What Lwas aOiired, by a merchant of Civerpool^ 
whofe word t will take for greater matters, that it 
. was not the praftice of the bankers of that town» 
to iflue cajh notes ^ payable to the fearer y on demand: 
but, they dealt ill difcount, and exchange; giving 
their Hlls, on fuch occafions. This is the praAice^ 
to which you allude, when you talk wildly of no 
^ bankers iflbing promiffbfy notes. Yet, after parti- 
cular inquiry, 1 affirm, that there w:ere bankers ;n 
' Lancalhirc, "who did ifliie cajh^ notes y in their daily 
Tpraftrce. The bank of Caldwell, in Liverpool, 
"drcijated paper to a vaft amount, and ultimately 
' ftopt, for almoft a million. There were^^ banks 
•' h L^ncaftiirc, which became bankrupts. Other 
''^jbahks of great jfoUdity, whatever, paper they iflu^d, 
. tiauf^d iA . tHeif paynlents *• You fail, then, both 
m your Fa6t, and in the caufe, " which.you alllgn for 
the perhi^i's^grebter dijirejs of Laricafhire. 

, ** Falfe d^eaxnes do evermore' the truth deny !" 

f hat faiKire, and thofe bankruptcies, were alone ade- 
-quate caufes of the great diftrefs of La[ncalhire. Vet, 

• you ftil! have yowxfalfe dreames ; that the banking- 
' ihotiies, which circulate promifibry. notes, have not 

* contributed, iii any confiderablc degree, to our pre- 

' feiat diftrefs f. The truth is, without running into 

■. ' . '. . 

« Im my \flSt^ five bi the Lanciiflrire banks teruinly (lopt : 
hvOL, there may have been a greater nmnber, of which I h^ve 
no account. f In p. 19. 

e ' ftncai!)ic4 
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■ lantaftieal; talk, that Lancafhire> having a vift n^- 

- nufaftij(T,' and' an extenfive trade, ipuft ncccflarUy 
^ be diftrcffed, on fuch' Qccafions, in. a high degree. 

And, Lancafhire was lately diftrefled by the fame 
caufe/th^t diflrrefled the whole nation, an impend • 
circuiMoHj which' I have minutely traced to its true 
fource. ' ' ' ' ^ 

« • . p^ • • ' . 

From Lancafliire> you travel into other counties. 

where you find the leaft diftrefs, in. proportion ^s 

tfreylfttred moft papei-,' and mbli dij^refs, where 

.they iflUed leaft paper*.',. This is otic of your qa- 

' pitdl ddgiH^s. Th^f^^politiQris yqu.fl^tc pointedly 

^ asfaSts.r Yoti dd'thiSi beca\ife '^ fome iefpedtablc 

*' members, in both houfes of Parliament, feem 

*f difpofed to inqj)ute bur prefent diftreflTes,, in a 

*' .great meafure, to the, increafe of bankipig-Koufcs, 

' /'Jfluing pfbmiffojpy %6tes^." You/nan)c the 

" Duke of Norfolk^ a^ oncy who had f alien Intq this 

' "mifiake %. Yet>^ ?^Ji. ^^ ^^ ?IV^. J^JajOV inquire 
about the ihcreafe of Ibanks, before you came out 
to correct the'^menibers pf pai'liamerit?* No, Did 
vou afcertain the number of banks, which had 

- ftpp^x ibefore joi^ chaftifed the Duke of Norfolk ? 
.No, H^y^ yP^i^.^^^? conned;ions, and as good 
j^ipe^^i?., pfj_tP9l)f_knqwing country-affairs, as the 
\j^\}kfi ftf.i^-prfolk:?: ;No. Yet,- you pretend ,to 
.^.ftatefaftsi wijChpu^know^ or inquiring jfor 

fa(^s ! " Thtic fervent reprebenders of things, efla- 
** blilhed by piSfolic authority," fays the judicious 
Hooker, "are always confident menj but their 

* Iji pt I7-I?-I9» t In p. i8. J In p. i8, the note. 
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^ cbhfiae^tei for the * mod part, rifeth from* top 



already made an eftimate of the amount, of tn^t 
confidence, and of the extent of this error^ kv prov- 
ing that we had upwards of four hundred country 
banks, inEngland, at die 'i^(>t:h of our coitiitierdal 
diilrefles; and diat^ amid thefe d^eflfe^'-a fuU 
•fourth of them failed *. AridV thefe'ai^e ildfiidtt'C 

' ftrkkmar> 

», -■ — •■ ,-_■•. 

* In a lift of 71 banks^ which ilopt. there were in the foI« 

bwing coahtiedi> as under: ' 

■ ■ . I ■ ■..,•■•■ 

In Yofklhire --• . — -i* 12 

Northiiaiberland »:*• — ^ < • 

Lincoln i— — . .— .. Ijr. 

Suffex — — — . g 

' -Lancafhire --• " -^ — j. » 

•Kprthamptbn. -i- — — ^ i^i^^.^ 

Somerfet — . — i — ^ 

Warwiick — — — « 

Stafford «^ : ~ . 2. 

Worcefter; — -^ -^ • . *' 

Shrbp/hire . — — — z 

Oiefldre • — - .^ - ,»i. ■ ^: ^ 

r Monmouth — • '-*. .^ j^^ 

Kent — — — ' z 

Notittttgham — *- — j 

. J • W^tcforf — — — . I. 

Efiex ; -i^ — *— I 

tiudting^am ^ ^ — i 

,\v...-: jHants.. '•^ . — . . •«• .i 

fcrkihire *— — — i 

Coriiwan" ' '— •' '— — 1 

Durham -i^ ... ^^ 2 

Csnemanhen -• .^ ' — » x 

JDorfet — — — , I 

wats — — -- - 1 
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ftrations, that the members of Parliament, and th^ 
Puke of Norfolk, were right/ in their ffatemehts, 
while, you are in i dangerous error y throu^out. 
^evcfthelefi,-^ 

" "Know this ever, " 

- -'^ 'If ^y jio fiich ^ip^i&€M, ^s to pcrfeterc t"^ 

. - . . • . .,,.^ .,. . . . ' , 

itf^^ ycu perfi^ire^ through feveral pages, Yoti 
fcontinue to dogmatize, .'in oppofltiqa to- faft, that 
i¥hcare/hadJ?cen d\c leaft paper, cireulatcd,, : there 
,wr^ *he moft diftrcfs ; and where had been the mofi: 
paper, the leaft diftrefs. Let us try your pofition 
fey exartiplfcs. ' If 'i^hicrchant deal for little 'more 
than the amount of his capital, he. cannpt^eafily 
fail, oc'be difl:refled.\ Jf, on the other .feand, he 
run far beyond his capital, try many prqefts, and 
advent!6re outjTnto the' fea of rpcx:ula;ti6hf, every 
adverfa wind brings him to the brink of rknn. IG 
to relive emb^afraffmerifs, he Engage in the circu- 
lation bf paper, the breaking .of the leaft link ill 
the chain obliges hrm to ftop. If a backer aft 
with knowledge, and .circumfp^ftioh, Jie /can ftand 
the gr«ateft fhocks, Jf a banker- a<ft Without in-« 
tclligeftce, or moderation, the leaft impediment to 
circulation will • caufe- him to ftop^ And, thefe 
reafonfngs, were confirmed by' experiencei during 
our late diftreflfe*, in pr<^x)rtion as traders were more, 
or lefsj connected, with die circulators of paper* 

This 11(1, as far as it extends, coxualns the truih ; but, it does 
not contain the whole truth, as applied to England^ far lefs, as 
dKtending^ to Great Britain. * 

Thefc 
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Tbcfe obfervations equally apply to a town, .which' 
is pompofed pf many merchants, to a county, , dr 
to a kingdom. The Muing of a greater, qx .^ lelSj> - 
quantity of papt^r, whatever may be its cjenominar 
tion, is a proof of a jgreater, or lefs, circumfpeftipix. . 
When ToUy, and frapdulence, over- fill circulation 
with paper of every kind, a depreciation ncceflarily . 
takes place, which foon creates embarraffment, ancl 
finally ends in the ruin of individuals, and in the . 
diftrefs of the country. Jn this manner, oyer- 
tradii:>g> and over-banking, check jthjemfclves, ob- , 
Rxja&, circulation, and deprefs commerce^. J^^nd, * 
late events have Ihewn, in oppofition to^ yoiir. , 
theory, that in proportion as individuals, and towns^ . 
entered deep into (peculation, ajid overcharged , 
circulation with paper, the individuals became cpn- 
barraflcd in their aflFairs, and the toiyns were di/^ 
trcflcd in their trafEc. AVpW ^P P confirm thcfe 
arguments by a powerful fa6t. Ihaye b^en aflured, ' 
that the Duke .of Devonlhire nevpr would receive 
any other Cttisfaftion for the rent? of his lands, and.^ 
the profits of his mine^,. in Derbyfhjre, than a pay- ' 
inent b ^old and filvcr 5 th^t, of couife^ this great *' 
example" very much impeded th? circiilatipn of 
paper, in dus county: but, that during our late 
commercial diftreffes, Derbyfliire was very lictlp 
;afFe6led by the general embarraffment. 

From dogma, the diftance is not very great to 
abfurdity. After maintaining, that thqfe cornmu- 
/lities were moft diftrefied, which iiad tl^e leaft paper 

c 3 circulation^ 
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cirjculation, you infift*, that thofe banksi whiclv,, 
depended on landed eftates, were lefs affeftedi dur- 
ing late times, than any other. Yet, you had be- " 
(die your eyes the fate of the New^alllc banksj 
which/ were"^ built on land, without denying any 
wifdoip from . their adverfity.. Aye, fay youi what", 
tho^p "banks wanted inypeciey they made up in /ecu^- 
riiyC No one ever g6es to a bank for JfcurifVy but 
{ofjpecte. The moment, that a bank talks of y^- 
(:Urityy \t ceafes to be a bank, whofe bufinels, an4 ; 
whble duty it is, to pay^ all cajh-notes^ in ready-mo- 
liej)'. ■* . fi^hce, we fee, that land is the Worft foun- 
dation, on which a banl; can be built' During 
the projefting age of king William, a land bank ' 
w^^* attempted, in England | but an attempt, ^hich 
pffgrnated in . follyi naturally failed. The famous 
ToHn Law loon after tried to perfuade tke piople, 
an4 the parliament, of Scodand, that it was pofllble 
|:o coin their lands ^itb money, by means of a bank; 
butliis projeft was poftponed to more adventurous 
times. The bank of Ayr was a bank of land, 
' which,' like . your banlcs, had fufficiei^t j^rarif/y to. 
gjve^ when it had not prefent ipecie to anfwer pref- 
fiiig demands j". 'the fate of lihat bank, and the 
diftrefs, which it created, are ftill remembered. 
Yet,' while ruin vibrated in the ears of Great Bri- 

• In p. 7—1?. , ' 

w •...•■ ♦ ^ ,.. 

•|- The bank of Ayr c^me, in June 1772, to be in grea^ 
want' of money*; dwihg to iht, check given to credit'^ fays' iiie il^- 
|ute 14 Geo. lJ|.t:h. 251. • ' u .. 

4 •"■ ' tain. 
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tain, .there were, perfons, who, were not deterred,. 
by the failure of others,* from lending their lands, 
for building banks.— 

" Yon- have certain rich city- chiifFes, j ,^ 

•' That when they have np acres of their own, 

*' Do plough up fools, and'tum them to excellent meadow." * 

Hence, the origin of thofe banks, wkkh- Were* 
built on land; and which; in your eftinnaftP*;fttfght, 
whdn danger comes, to be left affected tlfen anjr^ 
others. During the general panic, iiidS^/^'jruns^ 
were made on fuch banks, which ftoptj fay you,^ 
from-tbeabfolute fear city of gold and Jilvfr'\-^' YetTi, 
land, and cafh,' are as diftinft in their quatittes, as' 
fire and water/ Jjand cannot pertbrm the-tiinc-' 
tions^f cafh, any mbre^than water can perfcJlm the^ 
funftions of fire. Cafti e^n anfwer ^l*dtffi*ndsi- 
but land can only bflfer ftcurity. BanlC paper rc-^' 
quires ready paymini; which land cartiibt perform jl' 
and fo, is unfit for the dorner-flx)nd 6f b^kaf^* '^vt, 
thofe, which bad fliewn a fbfficient foundatitm o|: 
real proi>erty, have been fupported by pablic con-;r 
fidence, fay ytoulj;.' Thoft refpeftable perftms, who' 
came forwatxl, >*^hcn confidence was the great' want,J 
to declare' their 'confidence in thoft baftkil} whicH" 
they deemed'wbrtby of confidence,*^ whatev^ tni^t? 
bfe their capitalj merit the higheft praifei fbrtheii?' 
foBd wifdom, ' ind true patootifm, Put, obfervQr 

• In page 17. 

-f In page 18U ' ^ 

X Inpagc.8;j— iS^ . ** 
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the immediate effeft of fuch declarations. The 
caih notes, which were payable on demand, were 
thereby converted into promiffory notes, that were 
thus made payable at a future day. And, in this 
manner, the cafh notes of the banks, which were 
received, and paid, as cafh, in daily lifey were by 
theie miqans ^oqverfed into mere Jecurities^ for the 
payment; of cafli, at fonqe diflant period, Thcfe 
notes, yqu add *, returned into circulation, in tke^ 
afffolute Jcarcify of gold andftlver. Yes ; every tra- , 
der, ai^d every bank, will experience fcarcity of 
jgold and filver, when^ from thcif fraudulence, or 
imprudence, they arf reduced to diftreffed circum- 
ftances. Buf, there was no abfdute fcarcity of 
coins, in the nation. The flate of the coinage at 
the mint i the cpurfp of the exchange j the export 
of bullion, and the jw-icc of foreign coins on thq 
'Change $ all dcmonilrate, that there was no wapt . 
ofcoin^, in thp coffers of thofe, who pught Jfo 
have them for prefent ufe. In Derbyfhire, where 
payments were geiierally made ip cpip, there wa^, 
during oyr commercial embarraffm^nts^ no real 
fparcity of gold and filver. In other ppynties, 
▼here foin had- \>tcT\ driven froip circulation by 
paper;, apd banks were qondu^^pd on capitals, that 
copld pof be readily converted into c^lh, there 
%as doubtlefs a fcarcity pf gold and filver, as there 
ever is, amidfl the wilds of lpeculation> and on 
the heaths of folly, 

• In page \t. 

In 



in Scotland, you jmmedSatcIy jidcj *^ as a con-P' 
^rmarioi* of your tlieory, the commcreial diftrefi, ' 
though great, i^ much Icfs,* than in England, If ; 
Scarcity of gold and filver woiitd make diftrefi, 
Scotland ought to hive had her fuli fliarc rf diC- 
tred. You alfign as a proofi that Only one banking* 
houfe has there failed f. Though there be fome ' 
variety of opmipns, as to what really is a hanking^ 
bou/e^ in Scotland, I will admit, that die aft of 
parliament J, for liipprefling optional paper and 
fmall notes, has introduced into her fyftem, fihcc 
May 1766, a greater circumfpeftion, which has 
prevented much mifchief §• The great principle 

ancl 

♦ Page 18. 

t In Page iZ.: 

} c Geo* 3. ch. ^7. 

§ An intelUgent friend at Glafgow has la^ly wntten me 
pn this fubje^ly as follows : *' The diftrefs began to be felt here» 
^n a few day^ after it began in London* in the month of Fe* 
bruary laft : but; we^ had no failures till the 2^th of March» 
when the banking-hQufe of Murdoch* Robertfon, and Com* 
pany* 3vere made bankrupts* ^r about ^.115,000. This was 
followed by the banking-houfe of A. G. and A. Thompibns, 
who owe(| atK>atj^.47*ooo. The £rft will pay every ihilling 
jto the;^ cre.ditor6; and }^ is fyippofed, that the^}aft will do fi> 
s^lfb. One or two more of (h^ country banks* in the weft of 
Scotland* were under temporary difficulties^ but made nopaufe; 
a^d haying got afliilance they went on; and* as all the other 
banks did* drew in their funds* ai^d lelTened their engagements* 
Some of (he banks here did certainly continue to discount 
fome bills* but in a leis degree than fbrmexly. AJI of thi^ 
banks were under the neceffity of allowing many of fucl| 
bills* as they Keld to h renewed, at two or three mont]|is date^p 

either' 



and^various povifionsj of this falutarylaw, by con- 
vcidng aD paper hilk into calb notcs^ wWch arc 
payable on dernand, ftibjom', theory to the neart. 

I agree, hjowevcr^ that Scod^nd wa3 not fo 
much deraxigfdiH.3f ^^nd^ in her circular 

tic>n^ hjernrianufii&urcs, her trade, or her ^ Ihipping, 
duiing die year 17 jj;^,^^ Owing to a more attentive 
management, hcr^ banks were lefe cmbarraflTcd. 
Her circuladon, being iefe. checked, its impedi- 
me^ g^vc fewer ipterrupdom to her manufac- 
ture^.. Andj^ her trade and . (hipping, being put in 
modoh by all.ihefe, were little driven iTrom their 
ufual courfe, durmg the ftorm, which had almoft 
"wrecked the commerce and navigation of Eng- 
land. Of thefe exhilarating truths, the following 
details fiirnifc ample proofs, whatever may have 
been the temporary emharraffments : ' 
..Of linen cloth^^. there were rimde for fale, \Xk 
3cotlandj diiruig the year. 

■ Quantity, Value. 

; lya^;"— • i9;956,o75 yards ^ £.779,60^, 

1790 — ' i8;o92,249 — 722,545. 

. 1791 — 18,739,725 — 755>546» 

J792 -*- 31,065,386 — 842,544, 

179^ — 26,676,620 — 757>332' 

l^HMIM VMMMMWiiMMaMMaiMM ■ ■ < !■ 

•• » 

• . ■ .• 

either m whole* or in part^ according to clrcumftances^ which,, 
in &fU was the fanicr thing as a new difcount. In this way 
ad our bai^ki hWe b^n going on to this hour, by making re-<> 
ikewalS) wken they codd not 'obtain paymetft^ endeavouring to 
leStn the aihount it ' eVery r^ewal ; fo a$ ^d^alty to draw in 

Tl^ere 



T H E D BD J C AT 10 JT. l^SJf 

There were exporte^,, by Tea, fror|i Scotland, , 
g^wids'ofthe v^ue, ^ 17B2; - of - j£r fr53,7o.9* ! 

' ' In ; 17 8 6 - of - 91 4,739, 
in 1785^ - of -> 1,176,076, 
in 1792 -^ of.-r i,23p,«S4,, 
in 1793 -of- i,pi4,742.; 



Perhaps a more accurate ^ew of the trad^ and 
(hipping of Scodand nri?iy be feen in the fubjpirled; 
f[acernent, which exhibits thie various Ihips ip thpipj 
fijveral employments: 



Years 



1789 
1790 

1792 

* 

'793 



Foreign Trade 



Ships. 



Tons. 



l» U ' J 



793 84,206 
79486,823 
776.85,468 

7i8!84,027 
80,024 



Cpaft Trade. 
.Ships. I Tons. 



FiOxing Trade. 



958 k7,90i 



,n 



950 
1,058 
1,022 

i*H3 



47,688 

5 ^'99^ 
50,940 

57>3»8 




Ships. 



Tons. 



rt- 



381 
361 
388 
376 

393 



22,798 
19,898 
19,632 
19,890 

J7»973 



— F" — 



T.QCal. 



Ships. 

2.13^ 
2,105 

2,222 

2,i]6 

2,234 



Ton«. 



t > 



i(S4>9f5 
154,469 

157,098 
154*857 



From the foregoing documents, I a.^ now in-' 
duced to infer, that the commercial affairs of Scot- 
land were little embarraffed by the impeded eir- 
c'ulatipn, in 1793^ arid ttiUlefe by the war. And,, 
^rpm this truth, I aip inclined to believe that,, 
had not any uriufual bankruptcies happened, in 
England, during 1793, from the imprudent ma- 
nagement of country banks, heV trade, and (hip- 
ping, had been littlq leflfencd by fudden hoftilities; 

fince 
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fincc the war appears not to have diminifhed the 
traffic of Scotland to any great extent. 

Yet, do you perfeverc in your peculiar notions 
of the nature of paper, and of the management of 
banks, unto the end. In your poftfcript to a fe- 
cond edition, yoii triumph in the confirmation of 
your rcafoning, refpefting paper-money *• So far 
from this being the caufe of our commercial dif- 
trefles, it is now found, under proper regulations, 
to be the beft alleviations for them that the times 
admit : and, as a juftification of your perfevcrance, 
you ailert as a fad, '^ that a bank has been eijta- 
•' blifhed at Liverpool, for this exprefs purpofe.*' 
Did you enquire, my dearcft Sir, about the truth 
of this aflertion, before- you fent it out into the 
world, as a faft ? Whatever you may have done^ 
I have enquired aboyt the eftabJifbnent of this new 
bank at Liverpool. And, I am juftified in fayir^, 
jthat there has been none. You had five banks, 
when our commercial diftreffes began; one of 
which ftopt ; one paufed ; one, that neither ftopt, 
nor paufed, is declining the bufihefs : but, no npw 
bank has been fince eftablilhed, nor is likely to be. 
I am thus led on to fay explicitly of you, as a 
writer, commercial, and political^ what Dalrymple 
faid of Burnet, that whenever your ajfertions are 
tried, by inquiry and feft^ diey never ftand the teft, 

f fnj>agc7if 

Of 




THE DEDICATIOH, 1xXt2 

Of jo\2r optnion, as a, writer, commercial and poli- 
ticalj permit me to repeat from Daniel :— 

Oh • malecontent fedacing gaeil» 

Gontriver of our greateft woes ; 

Which borne of wbde and fed with fhowes, 

lio'ft nnrfe thyfclf iil thine unreft, 

J^^g^*^? ungotten things the heft, 

Ot what thott in conceit defign*!!. 

Led away by xht/edu^h^ gueft ©f opinion, you con- 
, tinue a malecontent ag^i( fa£t and experience, as 
:to thp caufe of oqr deranged circidatidn^ In the 
midft of thine mrefiy you cannot regard unbounded 
'bft^iking, and unlimited paper> as the caules of our 
. Comm)ercifil diftrefles. And, you arc induced by 
wbatjhotiiin conceit defign^fti tb maintain the coitvtife 
of the propofition, that the abuse of the beft things 
is the worft. The abufe of religion, the abufe of 
liberty, the abufe of banking, the abufe of paper- 
money, you are thus obligcid to fupport ; judging 
ungotten things tbebefi. Though thofe abufes of the 
iift thingSj may be deemed the contrivers of okr 
greateft woes, yet do they bring their own anridotc 
with them. Unlimited papec has !^ its limits: aa^d 
ui^bounded banking has its bounds. The counny 
banks, which, when confined within their iphei^s, 
did confiderable good ; when unreftrdned by their 
fcvcral ends, haVe lately done'immenfc mifchief^ 
to England, Neverdielefs, they are fo interwoven 
into the whole texture of our domeftic oeconomy, 
that they cannot be torn out, without injuring die 
conamercial ^reb. 

Happy 
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wappy is It for mankind, that' every evil brifagS 
its own remedy, unlcls'iifiprudehte ftep-iri, ifo 
aggravate misfortune, by its refofihatioii. We 
have already derived commercial Wnefits^'''from oui* 
commercial aerangementis, . S{)ecialators how fce^ 
that there are limits, beyonH which, thejr cannot 
fafely pafs. Banliers at length perceive, )vhat in-*^ 
deed required not the help of experience, that by 
iffuing too mijclr* papefj riiey ihay-Id3ft; itlL l^f . 
chants of: real Icrapital and true^ ktidwle^ge-^^^ 'do 
ttiori bufineis to riiore iprbfitablfc ♦ puiT^ejii^ndd 
' traders* of no capital andcjjttfe mcfderitSftiJi^itf^e 
been forced to give way J-.::Mantifafttirerfr^lia«i^c 
learned, from reccift mifery,.tKiJt diere ai^^bbaiftfe,' 
both to fgivirtgi «dt rifceiviikgji-w^ges *< DMlruft 

^^. * My cbini^f^ci?L|icbrrcfpond^ ivhofp^jfoufd 

fti^fe ;incl' genuine veracity, 1 will waVaiit, wrote to ihc on tlie 
" othrt)^ JDeceitibiV^ ;^, ^s Ibilbvtrs i^ ' r . . * 

: : : *«The{rttA'ifPtliiatIl9oft of- us afii*-6f/opinipn, tMt^^tlifekte 
'.^|n^tipn,ha^\t«i9i qf)ceeJii!ijlyj^f^jo,p|ir. trade i;and that 

, beneficial confequentes to men of real capital : For, previotis 

•"lliereto; the falei^wcre'fa* rapid, tire teranii fo qaick^ and money 

CloBbtindant,that*inu€h%Uiiners wai^eHibliihed upon little ibetter 

jth^ic^re pipor^'ip^ul^tion,' orcirq^lMi^alojuB, whichis&dw 

iifS^^^^l ;:T^;^.^4W l4lRurers,.too,.hadgpttof^jc^a: 

., Kefgt^t, tna4; we maS, in aji proDal^hty^ have been ^radujdly 

tmdermmed iii rorfeign markets^ iy forei|;n'nia'nufadrurcs; and 

if this had once occurred, it would haVe been much inbr^ diJ^- 

,cnlt to. recover from, .than any temporary fhock^ like th^pife<« 

if n£..^' Befides, theib J^igh wages ti^caft^ned mueji idlenefa .{9id 

didfpation ; and much of the time of our workmen was c^- 

feqUently fpent iti ale-houfeii where they t!eciune politicians, 

\ ' ' and 
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Will be banilhed from our J(lapd, ^s it^^^fe^r^YJ^ 
flood the teft of the late trials, muft, like gold from 
the furnace, be deemed more worthy of confi- 
dence. The traders of London have learned not 
to be fo Tcafily frightcncd'by the ruk 'af 4^ree\ vTbc 
. meafure of '.iHLiing:: exchequer .feiUs Jias ;^t; once 
' evinced * the ^ilacrity of pacKanacptiiO^, iupport. 'che- 
dit| and the godd cfFcdb, whicfcxid vaft /unrvi/.Yfbgn 
prudently applied/- can : produce moh jthi ^{gn^ 
furfacc of general circulation. Ahd^ 'thfc ':i^6le 
world has feen;:w3xh nvMder^ during Ac fevereft 
trials, that die pcbple of thi§ naticjnrhafle .Yafl^.ffit)- 
pcrty, cxclu&ve of 'paper, and tonbotinckd refour^^, 
without exhauflSng. their itoengtjit X^et^ th^aAc 
. ii^teous perfeve!re ( with pftticnjjes^/upgprte^ .jytth 
this confQlatim faith the wife> noian, that ihe^r Ifi^^pur 
UmiH not be in vain. ; . , j ? it..:.! 



But, while hope cx)meth tQ all 5 



.0 



•^ • "• 



I - f ii«.".^. 



• - <« iK^f, the fad heatt's help, the iiick thought's ftlendV^ ^ 

- .-. ^. •: ?: .-l 

difiruft donaineers in your mmdi cpnimerciajl.a^ 
..political TJ^cir^.iis a fituatian, fay you-fi^^iiio 
Jpeak.Out pkii^ly^'that a gppd<:itizen muft bi;^9d 

over, in JHmfe -, hut which the rapid career pf wr 

. • • 

.UfL goremmeni^ffloiigerS) tsAleHi anddUcon^e^^ecU >l|p<H^^e 
; whplp^ thereforcj we may fa-^r with ti;utli^thatra\],. wtdch^as. 
lutherto hapoened, has been for the. beil."-^There jodicioos 
^Werviitibns apply equally to thb whole nation. •"' * 

* Inp.x8«9^i9. 

...... etdverjitf 
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cdverfity does not admit to be long abfcnt from 
his thoughts. . Yet ;— i 

To h^fi too much Is (>o1aIy to prcfume : 

To boft too UttU it Dafely to defpaire, 

---.■>■■.■ - . • ' ■ 

Vi^ht funding-;fyfim is the Ipeftre, which, as it makes 
you it^^^ /^^ £//Ar^ faaants your daily dreams^ and 
nightly' watchings. It may alTuage a little youf 
irritaiaonS) at leaft (ave the fenfibrlities of your 
' veaders^ if I examine briefly the reafonablene^ of 
lia&hafe dejpaire. 

^ Whether the prafticc of fiindlng arofc from acci- 
dent, or from defign j whether from a Jem-harhu- 
* rous^f or a whole-barbarous ftate of fociety, is a 
^^^j^i^flibn, which is more curious than vfeful. Every 
' people ^adapt their praftice to their circumfl:ancas. 
-And) they generally- continue the modes of their 
fathers, whether fuch relate to religion, or govern- 
ment, to commerce, or finance, when they perceive, 
that fuch practices were founded in wiidomi and ard 
matured by experience. The funding-fyftem of the: 
jMicients was to lock up the eircfulating Ipecie iri a 
ptiblic-trcafiiry. But, though thkfex^ple has bc^ri 
copied by Ibme of the modern^j k would ruin, by 
' impeding circulation, our coMtn^rce, and revenue^ 
in a twelvemonth. The flindirtg-fyftem of the 
good old times of our Edwards and Henries, con« 
lifted, in withdrawing, from the current coin, a 

^ pordon of the bullion^ or precioys metal^ which 

• In p- 4. 
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formed their real value; and thereby defl:i*oying the 
ftandard, which conftituted the general ufcfulnefs of 
the coins, as mon^y* This pra6Hcc was propofed, 
during the great re-coinage in King William's 
reign, for the laft rime j and, were it thought of at 
prefent, would ruin us, in a week. It was a much 
wifer meafure, which was adopted by the ftatefmen, 
who accoEipliftied the Revolution, in 1688, wheA 
they wanted money, for defending the Revolution^ 
to borrow large fums of the few, and to impofe 
fmall fums on the many, in the way of tax, to pay 
the yearly mtereft of the principal borrowed. And, 
the wife men, who ran rifks for the Revolution, 
thought it juft, that their defcendants Ihould Ihare 
in the burdens, as they were to enjoy the benefit, 
without a rifle. , It was, at that happy epoch, that 
a public debt, and a publid revenue, may be faid 
to have commenced, from a conftitutional caufe, 
which had for its end, the prefervation of our reli- 
gion, and laws, and the fafety of our property and 
perfons. Such, then, was the femi-barbarous ftate 
of fociety, to which, in^ your fentimental hiftory, 
you refer the origin of the funding-fyftem. 

Whether it were founded in femi-barbarous po- 
licy, you yet acknowledge, that it at once multiplied. 
the means of warfare twenty -fold*. You are fo 
certain of the truth of this propofition, that you 
immediately repeat, that the* convenience of the 
funding-fyftem is fuch to the, governments of Eu- 

• In P' 4- 
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Topc, " that it enables theni, on thi: coainacncet' 
"^ dnent of wars, to jmulciply their re&urces, for' 
^ the moment, perhaps twenty- folcj *.^ And, be- 
caufe the funding-fjfftcRi does njukiply the refburccs 
©f Greet Britain, twenty rfold,. yoq comr out, ia^ 
your, zeal of patriotifm, to decry this fy^cm, and* 
thereby to crafeeUe the iQ:atej| and t& cripple the na^ 
,tion. 

** Saeh are t2Mtcivi^tlun«itt of hsB fpurks ;, 
. **He dottBts, ftbrixifis, threatens* rues, eomplaixiesy implores V* 

,\ 

!fimid this cruil tamulf, jcm deuity and amrplabt^ 
that the funding-fyftcm anricipates and c^haufe the 
public revenue, and tends to bring on peace, ot^ 
defolation f. Thefe doubts> and complaints, muft. 
be allowed to be in your beft flyle of probation; 
You Jufpofsy. that rfic public revenue b a fpecific 
annuity, which may be impaiiicd, but cannot be 
augmented. I« your luppofirion true ? No. l5 
your conclufibn juft^ No. Andy experience 
T^vinces,, in oppofidon to your theory,- that the pub* 
lie revenue of this nation has not been exhattftedV 
has conftantly* increafed,^ in proportion to the de- 
fires, and abilities of the people. Far from being: 
^anticipated, it has been progreflively advancing in^ 
Its amount, from the epoch of the funding-fyftem, 
to die commencement of the prefent war. What 
you, however, want in argument,, you endeavour td* 
make up from tlie authority of Hume,, with his 
ignorance of {a"6t, and' his inexperience in revenue; 
I have already ihewn. how Iktle he knew of the 

• In p. 5. t ^^ ?• 4' 
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ftalc ot th<* country, cither when he wrote, or when 
be died« * The nation had advanced, and was adf- 
qranctng, wiA i^pid progriefs, from infancy^ to 
'jrjouth. It continued to increaf^ from youth, ^c 
the d^Q: of his dcceafe, with the fame rapidity, to 
manhood, eyen to the days, when you wrote youf 
letter. Ym were, however, top bufy, or too much 
pre-occupicd, to fee that progrefs of the people* 
in all which can nr\ake a nation rich, energetic, and 
power&L Widiout attending to that progrefs, no 
prci:i(c judgment can be formed of the ftate of 
the.i!iatiocu or of the truth of your dedu£tion. 

It was in order to enable you to form a true . 
judgment^ as to that progrefs, and the inferences 
deducible from it, that I laid before you fo many 
proo&, with regard to the continual augmentatioQS 
.6f the produce of our land and labour, notwith- 
Aaodihg every obflxu6tion. From thofe prooft, 
you may iee, that the income of our lands has 
,gready jncreaied. From thofe documents, you 
may perceive, how much the profits of our manu- 
i&£fcur.es9 of our trade, and of our fhipping, have 
augmentcdi under conftant encouragement. And, 
i^m thofe evidences you may alio infer, how 
miich the income of monied-men has, moreover, 
grown, under the influences of our conftitudoQ. 
Now, it is by throwing together the feveral gains 
of thofe refpedive clafles, that we can form an 
adequate judg^nent of the vaA income of the peo- 
ple, which has continually increafed, and is daily 
increafing. And, the public revenue is merely 

{2 an 
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an inconfidcrablc portion of the uncalculable gaiiw 
of the nation, which the nation appropriates for the 
public good. If j^. 14,000,000 were the perma- 
nent revenue of the public, on the 5th of January 
1 7 94 J what is there to prevent the nadon, if, feeing 
adequate caufe, it fhall think properj to augnnent 
the permanent revenue to £. 28,000,000 a year ? 
In doing this, there is no phyfical impoflibility, 
were the nation to think it wife. In msdcing that 
great augmentation, there is no political impoffi- 
bility, were the nation, perceiving hep deareft inte- 
rcfts at (late, to think it falutary. I have taken 
this ftrong pofition, for the purpofe of argument, in 
•order to cxpofe the weaknefe, of reafoning, from a 
luppoficion, without ground, and of tru^ing to an 
authority, without knowledge. 

Yet, you perfevere, in your opinion, after your 
. reafon is exploded. " The funding-fyftcm is pre- 
cifely the fame," fay you *, " as to the commu- 
nity, that mortgaging the revenue of an eftate, 
to raife a prefent fum of money, is to the indi- 
" vidual." But, is a mortgaged eftate in a continual 
' courfe of improvement ? No, — Is our ifland in a 
continual ftate of improvement I Yes. — Here, 
•then, you fail. Is the income of a mortgaged 

• eftate in a conftant train of augmentation ? N6» — 
Is the income of the people in a conftant train of 
augmentation ? Yes.— Here, again, you fail. The 

• creditor may fell, at an undervalue, the mortgaged 

* In p. 4. 



ce 



THE DEDICAT.ION.r \xXXV ^ 

cftatc, by foreclofing the mortgage, in order to 
obtain the principal-money lent. He who lends * 
to the public cannot foreclofe a mortgage, which- . 
he has not got, nor demand the principal, that was ' 
not promifed him; but he is paid his half- 
yearly intereft, according to the contrary out of ^n 
increafing revenue. Here, too, you fail in your 
inftance, which has not one analogy to fupport it. 
Yet, you perfcvere, in fhutting your eyes, to the' 
progreffive improvement of the country, and to the 
growing income of the people^ In this fpirit, you' 
compare the funding-fyftem to z fpendtbrifiy whofe* 
income is without care, and whofe expenditure is 
without bounds *. But, the fpmdtbrift Ipends all, 
and faves nothing, Self-intereft, however, limits 
the expences of the people, and prudence fets no 
bounds to their accumulations, which, as money 
makes money, continually add million to million. 
Thus, y6u once more fail, in your example, which 
has not one fimilitude. Yet, when you have failed* 
in your reafons and authority, in your inftances and* 
example, you at length cry out — 

— i— ^ Fate fome future bard ihall Join 
In fad Jmilitikde of griefs to mine. 

Yov are now led by fate^ to enumerate, among 
your ff'iefs f* that, ^' the funding- fyftcm prevents 
^ the people, during wars, from feeling the immc- 
^' diate prelTure of the expence, by transferring it, 

* In p. 5. t In p. 5. 
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" in a great meafure, to poftericy.^ Your wholl? 
book is written to prove, what no man, no wo£6an« 
no child^ ever denied, that war is m ivil. Ne- 
verthelels, you here complain^ in tbt; ^iHemeJs tf 
your foul, that the immediate preffures of the pcopte 
?Lre lightened, amid the evils of war ! You are^. 
however, all alive about the fuflferings of pofterity, 
though it appears not, that you are ready, with 
pther philofophers, to rifle all. for pofterity, K% 
the Revolution, our flatefmen, apd our people, 
thought it wife, that pofterity Iboujd fhare in the 
expence of a lafting good, which had coft theni 
much bjood and treafure. Their pofterity, feeling 
the benefit, without their danger, never grudged 
the expenccr And, as wc have improved the in- 
heritance, which is to defcend to our children, it. i$ 
cqu^y juft, that pofterity, who will not have our 
battle to fight, flipuld participate in the expcnce, 
Jn the laft eleven years, we have paffed more than 
a thou/and laws *, for making local improvements, 
^nd domeftic meliorations. In executing thefe laws^ 
much flcill, much mpney, much labour, were laid 
out upon tb( land we live in. If our pofterity were 
to bring oiir ijland to the hammer, they would fell it 
for more than fifty per fent. of its preftnt value, 
m confequcncc of thofe imprdvtmenta? And, our 
pofterity, unkfs our wifdom be thrown away, wilJ 
^ye ynd^f a conftitpdon^. w)>rch,^ H is gradi^lly 

mm ^ . * 

f See the following Eflipiate^ p« ^75* 

..: improyei 
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Improved ^by circumfpeAion^ will be more mel- 
lowed by age. 

In this manneiry will pofterity be enabled to meet 
the eviliaj^ which ^^yxr feamd ^gbt clearly forefees, 
and your prophetic fpirit loudly foretells*. As 
lioftilities approached our fhores^ xhe afie£bed phi- 
iofophers, and puny pamphleteer^ railed a con- 
certed cry againft the funding-Jyftemj which no 
longer exifted in our policy, but might exift, b our 
praftioe, as one of the refources of the nation. ThQ 
minifter of the reveiiue, with the applaufe of the 
country, had relinquilhcd erewhile the funding- 
ifftemf. His attention had already found means 
to provide for great exigencies, without the help 
"Of the fimding-fyftem. His activity had moreover 
icftablifhed the jfinkifig-fund, which may be regarded, 
as the true anodyne of the funding-fyfiem ; and 
iirhich mitigates the malady, that will lurk in the 
. babit. But;^ this anodyne does not allay your irri- 
jtatioBS. Your painful fenfations, no doubt, made 
you cry- out with thofc, who aflPeft great care for 
pofterity, againft the funding-fyftem, which no 
longer exifted in ufe ^ but which neceffity might 
;igain bring into aftion. You faw neceTTity coming 
forward with her command j yet, difregarding the 
frime wijdom^ you ftep afide from daily lifcy to in- 

♦ In p. 5^7. 

f The cxp«ncc of preparing lately for a rupture with Spain, 
aiTiountiRg to about £. 3,ooo,ooo> was provided for without 
funding. See J Brief Examinationi &C. p« 43» 

. f 4 ftru£t 
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ftruft us, that this command ought not to be obeyc«tt 
And> you vociferate through many a page, 

^* 1. ■' ' ' ■ ■ ' Neceffity and chance 
Approach not me ; and lAjbctt I ivill is/afe.** 

Nay, if what you will be yi/^, it is in vain to 
plead, necejjitas quod cogit defendit. And, however 
ncceffary the funding-fyftem may be, during the 
preflures of war, the necejjity is no juji^fiaation^ in 
your fyftem of ethics, though it is then adopted, as 
t)ne of the refources of the ftate. But, fuch is the 
power of your logic, that fhe ever and anon con- 
founds the good with the had \ and fuch the con- 
fiftency of your wifdom, that, in ftriking at th^ 
(ibuje^ fhe meantime (labs the ufo oi z. principal 
ftrength, which defends your aflaulted cpuntry. 

In this ftrain of logic it is, that you argue, be-r 
caufe all things muft have an end, the funding- 
fyftem muft have an immediate end. Are we to 
go on for ever in this extraordinary career, you afl<t 
It is impoffible, you inftantly. add. For, " the 
*^ refources, through which we have been enabled 
" to fuftain our enormous burdens, are in a great 
^* meafure dried up *.'^ When you iflue your will, 
you make oqr burdens increafe, notwithftanding the 
conftant operations of the finking-fund. And, 
when you wave your wand, " the whole fabric of 
^* our profperity totters to the bale f /' Bgt, your^ 
enchantments, I have already broken a thoufand 
times, by a power, which no enchantn^ents ca^i 

* ■ 

* In p. 7. f Jn p. 6— 7. i^r 
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ftand. ^ By fadts, I have proved, that the epoch 6f 
the war was alfo the epoch of our greateft prot 
perity, when the fourccs of our power were neither 
dried up in their fountain, nor leflehed tn their 
flow. By experience, I have fliown, that Our 
people enjoyed, at that tera, more produdHve ini- 
come, from land, and from labour, frbm manu-^ 
fafture and traffic, from fhipping and adventure, 
than they had ever poffcffed, in the moftprolpc- 
rous period. And, the following Eftimate adds its 
confirmations of this experience, and of thofe f^&s^ 
by ihowing the caufes, and tracing the progrefi, 
of our unexampled prolpcrity. 

Yet, yoxxr Jceptical dmbts^ are not fetisfied. Yoa 
declare it to be impoffibky that this extraordbary 
career can go on — for c yer. Nay ; for ever ! I 
pretend not to enquire what is to happen to the 
end of time. This is one of the four points, which 
Aristotle faith, ought not /# be brought in queftioni 
and which your relation Doftor Wiifon, fets forth j 
becaufe Jome beades are very bold to enter farther 
than witte can r cache ^ or els have a wynde vainly to 
quefiion of things not needfuW^. But, of things, that 
are needfuls I will inquire. Whatj^^^, and what 
time, are to bound the indujiry of an indujiriaus 
people, is the queftion; while their kiduftry fliaH 
continue, to ad, and improve; to be urged by 
intereil, and quickened by profit s to be enlight- 

• 

• Lo|;ikc, 1587, p, 88* 

cned 
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In this manner, you murder impoffibilityy in ordct 
to make it flight work, to retard the further pro- 
grefs of an induftrious people, with all the aids of 
knowlec%e, capital, and connexion,. You throw 
temporary obftruAions in their way: but, when 
they were much more feeble in their efforts, they 
eafUy furmountcd temporary obftru^ions. /You 
introduce the evils of war: but, without fearing its 
misfortunes, they fuftained five wars, each of long 
duration, which did riot flop their gainful courle. 
Even on the return of peace, you can bankrupt 
thoufands : but, at thofe* great epochs of bankruptcy^ 
1764, and 1773, an energetic people fhook fuch 
incumbrances from their fhouldcrs, as dew drops 
from the Uon*s mane. By ^Jufpoje, you deftroy the 
vihole market for our manufa£lures *.• but, — 

——"You come (hort of yovLv fuppo/e fo far. 
That, after fev'n years fiege, yet Troy-walls ftand.'* 

1 have now^cndeavoured to anfwer the difficult 
queftion, ythsiifpace and what time are likely to fee 
bounds to the acquifitions of an induftrious peo- 
ple. And my opinion is, though you narrow my 
fentimcnt, by mifquoting my words f , that while 
their energy fhall continue, their intereft prompt, 
their emulation excite, their profit quicken, their 
genius difcover, their machinery help, and their 
wealth enable; the incomes of the people will 
grow yearly greater, and their accumulations in- 



* In page 19, 

f In page 7> the note. 

creaf^ 



Crtafe age after age. You, however, czmmmhilaU 
both/face and timci not^ indeed, to make lovers bappy^ 
but, people difcohtented. In this hft eflffart, for 
rctarcfing the progrcfs of our profpcrity, I fee 
greater reafon to admire your profound reach oi 
head, than to approve the better virtues of the 
heart. And it will be difcovered, when diligence 
(hall difpel the mifts of fophiftry, that it is dijcotitent 
alone, which can ^fFeftually rum Great Britain. 

. It is TiUotfon, who declares a difcontented mind 
to be one of the greateft evils of riiis world. With 
the rccoUedioh of this, I have often lamented to 
fee wicked men, with their allies, the well-meaning 
men, endeavouring, by various arts, to turn the 
fpirit of the people, from their true objefts. By 
fuch men, they arc continually taught to clamour, 
like children in the nurfery, not for what would do 
them good, but for what would do them harm. 
And, by fuch men, -they are prompted to regard 
one gratification, as only a ftep to a new defire^ 
and as an advance :to a frefii gratification, without 
fatiety, or content By fuch men, a reform bf 
Parliament is continually held up before their eycsr* 
Yet, no one indufbious individual would gain a 
(ingle advantage, from fuch a reform s he would 
not be better protedbed in his perfon or his pro- 
perty, his liberty or religion s from it, he wduld 
not acquire one cuftomer in bufinels, or one fici* 

^ In page 19. * 

f In page 7, the'note. 

lity 



ittjr in ids enterprKses : but> if you give him Ct£^ 
^age> yoti iiicreaie his ifhpbnd^icei noi nothing 
lirili ^Yt ecMfeqlleade to the tnduftrioiis daAes^ 
irho befx^iot baakmpc, by amending more to the 
'public Inteitft^ ihaft^their own. Opulence^ which i$ 
fcqulted by confiant indiiftry^ and fteady atteMtionV 
is die true road^ in this hapj^ iflandy to gehmnei 
jfnpQijanpei . 

We now b*^ to |)ef ceive, iirhat otight to be the 
true obje^s i;f an imiuilrious peo^. Nature hals 
Inflrufted everyone to feel his own intereil: to b^ 
}iis chief good. By this eneirgy, lie is carried ^i» 
to regard hia fairily> bis {tarifh, jass cotrnty^ ' mi 
|i>$ oat;jion, ^ d;ie hcct&ft obyf&s of ias porliotriiir 
ati^<5tion^ .while^ in this ihc^^eCpeiit they ppefeqit 
|}iemfelves to his care. Aad when: ev'ery ^one bufkr 
jbim^fy in pro^Q^ng his own inicrefty and oaring 
lor his own a^Biirs^ h^ thereby {promotes die pcibiic' 
interefls^ which ^soinfijll of the .general aggregate of 
each partio^ar intereft. MiUioyBis hztt become 
xich and hap^y/by confidering the care of them- 
iklvc&i, as rthe ^cat otgcit 0f life. Tboufands have 
iwned themfdves^ and d^gcaddd their &mities» by 
trotibling t^hemfelves ab6ut public afFairs^ more than 
ijheirown. V 

. » *'■ * r , . <€ See t^e labortous ht€g 
^ For .Uttk iJTOpi .of itoney flee, 
^ And there with humble fv«eets cooteiit her indnftiy !^ ' 

He, then, who runs abwt to benefit his country, 
rather than his family, and himfdf, a£ls an unnatu- 

§ ral 



^'pirt* He i^dialges a pallion^ w^ich carries hipx 
into the worlds- from home. And he negle&s hi^ 
own intereftj without promoting die public intereib»« 
vihich arife ^0ta the labours of millions^ aqd ther 
cbntent of all. Herein> we iee how the aggregate 
intereii of a nation may be retarded i}y.th£ inatten^ 
tion, and overthrown by the imprudence, of ixidivif- 
duals. When- thoufands inattentively aft a fimilai?' 
part, this aggregate is leflened te nothing. When^ 
tiiat paffion is carried into folly, by indulgence, and 
from folly is animated by incitement, into enthu^ 
^fm, the intepeft of the public is ruined^ while the 
&fety of the ftafte is endangered. Hence, it caftie 
tb be -cbnfidered by the wife^^ as a point agpeed^r 
that nations ma^fr be infefted with infanit^, as weUo 
as individuals; £nc« the madnefs of millions ia*!^ 
madnefs of a: nation.^ Of (uch paroxyfms of fbllyv 
and infanity, hiftory furnifties many examplesy if 
philofophy would ftoop to collect the pceeepts of 
experience. England was niad, during 42he reign of 
Charies- 1. ;, Scotland was mady during liie 'Happier 
times of Charles ILi and France » who has had her 
fits, of infanity before, is ravirig mad,- at prefent*- 
In the anilals of each of thefe' countriesy during. 
Aofe periods df phreniy^ many kflbns of wiidorft 
may be coll^ed, when the fafts are aocurately 
ftated,, and the inferences are precifcly drawn^ 'Nei*- 
thcr your friend Hume, nof Lord Kaims,have 
kowever extracted from the hiftory of dieir coun^ 
try, during ths^ perk>d,. much civil knowledge; be* 
caufethey were igiorant of fa<5te. Yet, is it fuflir 
• ciendy 
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lity in his cntcrprizc3 ; h^. 
fragc, yoti iricreafe his 
^ill give coilfeqiiencc 
ivho become bankru; 
public intereft, than t:' 
acquired by eonfti 
is the true road 
importance^ 

We now I.)-:. 
true objerrs 
inftrucbfcl . 
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by - 12,901 
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. ;h, when her people de- 
.. ;':cn, women, and children^ 
. .'Vjvdation of tht fifth mo- 
> .^ Scotland, which are now 
.^ :i\c inhabitants were equally 
^ .ho authority of the legifla- 
.^ .tic power of the magiftrate. 
..viiu be religious, political, or 
. .vi^Milv ruinous to the nation, in 
•vM*bcrs, who are infed:ed with 
.iu\ a few at prefent, feme of 
\N :ih each fpecies of fanaticifm, 
.> vliivcn, by the public indigna- 
•♦v\ iii Southwark, declared, that 
s'.ificc his wife and family, his 
.i;,.s, for fbe cauje. Greater men 
Avowcd their wifh to be hanged 
A1K)W me now to give you a 
ot a different tendency. It is a 

fad^ 



^hat the feveral towns, in Forfarlhtre, vjrhich 

ify fcenes of the linen manufafture^ have 

.'iLir inhabitants, irt thelaft three- and- thirty 

I'he Sage; who faid that he knew how t<> 

;.( a fmall city great; has beehy at all times great- 

/ celebrated, for his wifd^ifi. The IcCretof the' 

Sage, which is now-a-days plainly known, and often 

praftifed, confifted merely, in making mankind 

biiiy themfelves about their individual ilffairs.* 

Whether I arri to congi-atulate thfe wbrld, on yoar 

difcovery of the art of making a great tbwn fmally 

by fpreading difcontene^ mull be left lo the difcld- 

ilire of time; 

I fufpefti howevier, that your fecf'et has Been loAg 
knownj and often praftifed. Our annak, during, 
the laft tliree-and-thifty years; Furhifh melancholy 
proofs of its publicity, and its pradtiee. It was 
^idijcontefity which brought on the war of 1739 ; '^ 
ivas difcontenty which eicited the American war^ 
• knd it was difcontent, which unhappily involved usy 
in the preferit war. There is, however, another 
fecret, ^hich It is bf aiuch greater imp^ortSfcuce to bg 
told:— 

I '"' ■ ••' '** Let us know 



$* 



What will tie up your di/contented {i/otii^* 



Meafl[timei let ift inquire whofe difionteHtedfwGfd 
It wasi that -did all that mifchief, at thofe epochs ? 
It was not the men of wifdom', or WeakhV oft either 
fide' 6f the Atlantic, who broiight on the American 
t^ar^ No : it was the lieedy ami the wretched 5 the 

g profligate 
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cicndy known, that the infanity of S 
extremely fatal to her true interefts, < 
fit had abated. The following detail 
ktion of Glafgow, may be admitr 
evidence of the deftruftive cffefts 
the trade, and numbers of a per* 
no longer raves :— • 

From 1656 to 1659 Glafgcw was i: 
From 1660 to 1662 — 

From 1690 to 1700 ^ 



How could Glaigow fi( 

ferted their homes ; ar 

ran about the fields, ' 

narcby ! In other pa - 

the mod indullrio 

j&natical; difavov 

turCy and conceir 

Andy whether ^ 

philofbphical, 

proportion to 

its horrors. 

whom are ■ 

Favel, wl'. 

tion, fro: 

he w:i. 

hou! : 

thfi- 

fc 



:.oi 



■ fs 

ndt 

.c confti- 

:!;llcijicf could 

vxll r The conftj- 

/L \vant fuch addreQes 

.0 involve their country, 

.. !:ole beginning we have 

: know not. There were> 

^\j, and other men, who oftea 

_> of merrimcntj but in the 

.. rheie men, and thefe club?, 

.,:x:ic alliance, withJimilar men, 

; c:^*^e. The great bond of 

I ij^r^-cment to purfue the fame 

Uirans* In purfuance of thi^ 

^♦.vA<vl> in various places, difqulet 

^.•»v:i they diftiibuted> with liberal 

s ^' Kditipn^ that they might reap, 

^j^j^ jbf hajry^lt of difconteatr 

To 



•i*'^-' 



.V'**^ 



■^ Eimotis alliance, between the Ehglifii 

^ livelier s^ on ' the one fide, ind the 

ind jatohins^ on the otherj may 

'ous tibels> whichi from the 

-bly, were- fcattered with 

^ degrade, the BritUh 

..id exalt, the Fi-ench. 

::onJiituHonal attempt^ bjr 

. And, they were joined^ 

iifchief, by their ufiial allies^ 

mcHi who are ever ready, with 

.;ng projedii to make good indiffeN 

v/orfe. Indeed i 

< d-meaners tlunk tlo harm ; but for the rt^^ 
Filings (acred they pehn^rt^ and £lence is the beft,'^ 

Whether you entered into thi^ confederacy, 
among the well-meaners^ and the rejf, who ibiftgs 
/acred malicioufly pervert^ I muft cdnjedlure, fiocc 
the fk6k :I cannot afcertain^ You cei^tainly j(aaliga 
tbe €burcb. You .have plaiiUy ypur iniihUation^ 
fi^amft thtfioH^ with ^' much to ofS^r,, in your beQ; 
%le, no doubt, in iiikvpur pf the prerogative <)f tht 
Crown*" Herein^ we may fee '— 

*» Clofe the fcrpent fly; 

*' InfinuatingtUfKvi fatal guib 

*» Gate prorf utdii^eded;*' 

You give proofs enow 6i your contempt fof /)&^ 
to9iftitution\ And, you are not iparingof ^oUr icofifs 
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profligate and the bM:V • ' ft^'^ 

triguing zealots, \v!:o .:. 

high, without niifrh . v. 



the follies and cxp 

who made a ^:x'r. y j ^ 

dihgently cout.. ..u 5;/t:.^:i.. 



gard to the tr: 



dertake to ; :. 

evidence, ^^: , . i 

r ^ ^ ■>: kingdom, were 

lame triL.: ^ ^ 



V :di diflimilar 
.. Clarendon, 
.:ien, who were 



allies, t!; 



r './-I that fuch a con- 

JJf ^1,. V :he envoys paffing, 

, ' ^ ;:*the agents departed 

*^ ,^, .. :-x>d; though you had 

, , . ..-:. mofe envoys had fign- 

. - .-irried +• Still lefs can 

.. -; rcfembling a plot really 

....-;: was no meal-tub ploty no 

.," iy.jikn plot. But, if many 

' -I- ought to convince vou 

'•^ " v-^ within our fea-mrt ifle, a 

* .. ^ 'i:v againft the liability of the 

■* • '* . V,- authority of the magiftrate. 

^ -vo-'-PSj than truth, it was aflert- 



til 
t: 






V H-' •■ _ ,.* A jdrefles, tranfmittcd by certain Ene- 
-,■■*'■ »* •• * • " , ^ 

s ; '•*• ' ***' ... fo the national convention of France, 
j.«.:-'-'.'^"*?/*l\'brv'ti,i 793- 
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ed ♦, at the anniverfary meeting of the conftitu-r 
tional fociety, on the 13th of April, 1792, ** that 
^* the member^ of the feveral conftitucional ifocieties 
" exceeded forty thoufand perfons.'* If I believed * 
the aflertion, in its full extent, I fhould infer from 
it, that there had been forty thoufand confpiratorsy 
who uniting, in one defign, againft the conftitution, 
may not be improperly called the constitutional ' 
QONSPiRACV. With this defign, the forty thoufand. 
conlpirators were foon divided into feffions ; formed 
into clubs : and, under different denominations, but 
for fimilar purpofes, was eftablilhed, from all thefc, 
a Jacobin fociety, in almoft every parilh, within our 
ifland. A ftroke was foon after aimed at the con- 
fpirators, by the king^s meflage to parliament, on 
the fubjeft of feditious writings. Yet, lenity al- 
Ipwed the confpirators to live, and permitted the 
confpiracy to Jhew. its dangerous brow by night. The 
umyer(al affociation of November, 1792, for fup- 
porting the conftitution, made us awhile efcape the . 
blow of fadlion and confpiracy. The unanimous 
cpncurrence of the country, in the noble purpofe, 
qf defending die laws, and aiding the magirfrate, 
bieat the hydra to the ground. Yet, the hydrious 
monfter wa^ not killed by redoubled ftrokes. And, 
when a gleam of fuccefs erewhile ihone with clqffic 
grace upon thp J^azs of liberty f , 

* See the iveU-infermed, ^nd authentic ^ morning chroni- 
cle of the 1 4th of April, 1 792. 

t ?npage4^ 
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, / ^ ■ ■ ' ,N ew rebeUieBsraifr ' ** 

Tbeir ^///ra heads,, and the fialfc north difplays- 
Her broken league ta imp her ferpent wings* 

The forty thotifand conlpiratwi^ met in cowvmk^^ 
at Edinbui^ by their delegates; Thefe mifcwsmts- 
did not Jbew, tieir dan^rmst hma by nigbfi. - 'the 
nponrtide Ibn enjoyed /to hohsurs ^ their ftiting. 
Thefe mifcrcants: adopted die. Frcjick modes:; %oke 
ia the French idiom 5 a.vowed the French ddigns ^ 
aDd raifed the i^ndard: ofi . revote againft the parita-> 
ment^itillit was torndowrii by^ai laudai^le ef^r of 
I^gal authority:. And^ thefe ipi&peants, bji their 
manners, by their hngiiage, by their praAici^s, Bys 
their avowals, fumifhed dismonftvations to all, who 
^; capable of argument, that what had been^ aj^ 
felted of a^ plbt was. tnie > and that a dangerotis- 
confpiracy did, exift, among us, itt Noyembci^ 1*79^ 
againft the eftabliihtd^cofiftitution. 

Yet, you are not convinced, that^»/ thing r^em^' 
Uing a plot really mfted. Still lefs-ai-e you cron-^ 
vinced, that there exifted a correfpondence and con*- 
l^edlion, between the confpirators in Britain, and the 
plotters in France. You read the correfponctence 
between them. You fee the intriguers, pafling and- 
repaiEng. You behold the meflengers of mifchief 
received by the national convention, at Paris, to the 
honours of the fitting, You have witnefled ' the 
proceedings of the national convention, who do 
not much fcruple about the means when they have 
adopted the end^ in purfuance of thofe intrigues, and 
of that correipondence. And, you might have 

opened 
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o^hed yout eyesi ^bteR'fottietimes have the qtikk^ 
figbtedMJs of M eagJe; bn'what aftoniflied tHe World, 
fi>e decree df fkaterUi^y, at the fitting of the con- 
ventiori, on the 1 9 A of Novembef, 179^. This 
hbftife dcctdt ^kHs' tfkferid tii l^e trabflifetf into atf 
languages'; itf ofder tlfift alt partiiis, arid all natiorisi 
might know its o&je6t-. An6i b^^ this decree, thus' 
ho^K, and compWhenfiVe, fraternity and 40ance, 
were gf anted ttt all p^plej M^hb wiffi to recover 
dieir liberty, and to fucK cilizentf; ih every cotintry,' 
Wh6 had fuffere* in the caufe of liberty. Thisi 
thenj i*^s a deckratioft of difturbance agdirift the? 
dttmeftic qiiiet of eveYy nati6n; fiiice in^ ever/ 
country, there are perfons, who thiilk ttemferves 
fufFerersf, lii the caufe of liberty; as th^ decree oP 
die 16th' of November, directing die French armieaf 
fo purliie their en8mie3 mfo all ptd'ceSy'-^zi-di declaim-* 
tion of war, agaihft all countries*/ Now, unlefs- 
you bd detertnined, that yoiir coriviftion (hall con- 
.tcnd with faft, you muft acknoWled^ the truth of* 
ffly pofition, that dijcontent prodiiced this war : that' 
the plotters of Britain, and the convention of Grande, 
were the true authors^ of the preferit war, which was' 
inevifailey omng to the intrigues of the Britifh con- 
li)irators, and the dedrees of the French corivenrion. 

But, you are detehtiiriedi- that your convi6tion 
fliall contend with faft's. Indeed,— ^ 

" Coh'Vi^ion to the (erpent nphe belpngs !'* 



♦ See both thofc Decrees in Tbe Collection of AddreJ/es, &x. 

g 4 And, 
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• ■ 

-New rebellions raift ' 



Tbeir hydra heads> and the falfe north difplr 
Her broken league to imp her ferpent win 

The forty thoiifand confpiratars- met / 
at Edinburgh, by their dekgaces^ Tl . 
did not Jhew their ian^rvusr hrow 
noon-tide fun enjoyed the hmtour- 
Thefc mifcrcants adopted the Frc 
in the French idiom; avowed t! 
and raifed the ftandard: of revc 
ment^.tili it was toradown, 1 
legal authority* And^ th 
manners, by their hngua^- 
their avowals, furniihed 
are capable of argumer 
ferted of a. plot was 
confpiracy. did exift, r 
againft the eftabliflr 



r_ 



Yet, you are nc^ 
hifttg a plot real'- 
vinced, that the ■ 
neAion, betwt 
plotters in F 
betwe;.i t:* 
repaCinj>:. 
rccciv... 
honoi 
prcc 
nor v^ 



\: 



nci- 
! LI cure. 
^Jprators^ 
iicrnity, from 
\vcrcd, as early 
:, to purfiie her 
; Portfrnouth, or 
.. r does the ferpent 
::die marinp minifter 
. Jtcdthe ,iift of De- 
.-.-orable words : *' The 
^.,xiit mean to make war 
..^' r\Tglifl» republicans fuffer 
^ .nttX5^ *c^ ^^^^^ difcontent, 
Ij]iiicc A^y ^*^^ ^P bear arms 
^"txyJif^ *^ French. Well ! we 
• " ' ^. ji^«ur. ^^ '^iU make a dejcent 
""^*^^irill lodge there fifty thoufand 
^\^i ¥C*i'' P'*"^ ^^^^ ^he facred 
'ciic tyranny of their government will 






sesi 



Wlivyedt-" T^*^AP«" had every. 



'^JiScJmm^^^ireJis, &c. 41-2. 
f " ■ docii 
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' him, when he talked with conr 

^noUJh things.*' About thofc 

"ever, our national coun- 

d themfelvcs. Thp 

, the parliament, have 

;y, that a plot did exifl:^ 

ought to be punifhcd*. 

^our Jacobin meetings, an<i 

: pen, againft the e:^iftence of. a 

jng exifted an)ong us, againft the 

And, TRUTH attending to d^tes^ 

^ fafts, might well cry out :— • 

i — He whofe pradlis'd wit 



Knew all xhtferpent mas^s ofdeceiit 
Eludes my fe^rch, 

'With praSis'd vfit^ ypu go on ixomfooUJh tbingjf 
to plain aflertion, how '* the whole body, that a(^ 
^' fociated with Mr. Reaves, feemed to think the 
" fupport of the war neceflary, for the fupport of 
** the conftitutionf /' The whole body of aflb- 
ciators was only the whole people of Great Britain^, 
vho aflbciated againft republicans, and levellers^ 
two months before the wfir began. Such numbers 
ai^d unanimity, this nation never faw afTociated to* 
gether, on any former oqcafion. The variety of 
clafles, who concurred, in affociating fof pnc con- 
ftitutional caufe^ juftifies the remark of Temple, 
thai frugal and indi^rious men are commonly friendly. 



♦ See the Reports of both Houfes of Parliament. 
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...... ?-'ch a Vdft aficm- 

• -nr crh of December, 

•.>s-.*^x3, for fupporring 

• . ^li^. within ourifland, in 

,K4. r^n no great iTrrpro- 

•.•^ Nr aflerted, that the 

•WMOTN. of the forty thoufand 

. NVwnibcr, 1792, a nrjj 

•y Ar revcltttiony in 1688. 

. ^ **«oV h«I long continiledi and' 

^ ^-..v. "^J continually teiazed the 

^ _, .-HT "^^rion had been prepared, 

.* f^*rt> the alarmijisy for fome 

.%.* iicsnerit of Mr. Reeves, con- 

»i^:h-word, which made all 

V. \ii5 join, in avowed meafures, 

^ ^t-x - *vv*>^ livn^ levellers, and defend- 

,H...x>N. ^vm republicans. It is the 

^. X*, *? -^i;."^* thcil, of whom you fpeak, 

» , J- "^^ faction, as ajfociators "joith Mr. 

-\^- \ ^-^3^ ^^ people of Great Britain, 

,. .Nvtc-V Jhe war n'ecejfaryy for fupport- 

...V..VO-, had fufficient caufe for their 

But, 



^ • ■ v>^*-« ^^l*'"*^ y°" ^^^^ "°^ '^ ^^^'^ rtVL^j the 
■\ .-v*- vV.^^*<^ndon, dated the 15th of Decern- 
^..v*^^ ..y oSAMi^ed'conftitutions: Thereby, the 
;^ji^-^\i^^*Hotit it 'will treat as enemies, the pco- 
: . . ..■••'»«^v '.;(?■» liberty and equality, are defer ous of 

•^^ ^^-f, fW Privileged Ca^ts, or of e?i' 

tering 



Bi«i yoii cfo ribt rcatf wMl Ae ptioj^e's ejt^S, 
nor urtdcrftand with- th« pco^'5 irttelfctS:. You, 
t^o %eak contemptuouflf of aiir gentry, as /flS** 
ipf /fe 'y^/^, that neUher card nor Jfirty cfo^nof dreatl- 
the revelltas: you, who fcrfeble* flighritigt)^ of otlr 
coiriftimtion, wotrftf rtOtrSque a poundf of candfes^ M 
repelling the repiablicansi though you be reaefy tA 
fky much with Jacobin tongue iri fevoorof the pre- 
rogative. \V hatcver the peopte may have tJibii^i 
you dediki^e die war to^be Witfeo«^ a daulfe, and bdi'i^., 
>vithftUt acaufe,to'be unncccfiary; aiid b^ittguimei- 
cdfery,,to be ufijiiftifiablc ♦. Tri,alfow rrie to aft^ 
did you, before you drew thefebig conclUfibns, ad- 
j uft dates, and weigh- eir<ju{h(fefices- ?— *Nb. The&i 
you db not know, that thej. Frendh coflv^^ntiori had 
been Gonftanfely caballKng with ow forty tlMfMS 
fOJtfpiratorsy&ioih If 9^ to i^^iv Thisi-libw^Vt*^ 5^^ 
your cftimarer is^ no offence. The fenftaf kagu^^fas^ 
twcen the Bmyh confpirators and-the I^'rmdh JaCtfi- 
binsi which was^ confummatiftdy by the* decrccf of^iSs-- 
termtyy on the 1 9th of NbvemBcti pur deftreoffrd^' 
nrnity deems-no^^afe ofeffehcfe-. When t}ie Pr^fidi^ 

iering into any accommodation *with than. Tke nation prdniU3:3i 
and engages, not to lay down its arms, until the fovereignty 
ahd libferty of tht people,' oh whofe' teTritcfry thfe" txt6c\L 
armaes-fliall hav*e entered, fhalllie-eftabliAed; ahd-not.t<j-dDiir- 
fent to any arrangement, or treaty with tjie princes, and prir 
vileged perfons, fo difpofTefled, with whom the' republic is a| 
war. [See- the CoHeftioff off Addrcffes-, ftc. p.' 27, for the 
whok of tias hol^le decree agaiAfif alt efta)>iiftied conftku. 
' tions.] 

t From pi» 41 to the en44 

with 
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: the'poliry 
iVcnch en- 
•W attentive 
f liberty was 
. - :;r^ce^ in your 
icr prcceeditigs too 
:.'.e French opened 
our guarantee, the 
. of nations was inn-. 
..^ed, veils fuificicntly 
. .iccording to your code^ 
Savoy to France J, con- 
. v- dajfic grace^ with which 
, i\!cd, throws a claflic fliade 
.,^, i\ your painting. When the 
.,. -irc4*^iy ordered her armies to 
,^> ttPtf all countries ||, proceeded ta 
i^ul al) conftitutions §, the claffic 
\ accack was auth«rifed> and hofti- 
;i vour law of nations, a claffic juC- 
. H.»i »H>^ with diplomatic labour, ex- 
vuiic$, in order to afcertain, how far 
^•,.»svl CO warrant the rights of other na- 
X lulficient to know, that the vital in- 
,; v«:v\ic- Britain demand of France, not to 
.^J .^^i land to her territory i becayfe, (he 



fo the ejtdbfijhti government. S 
Blta^ of traders, as met on the 
TT^i.^ in Mcfchartt-Taylors 
tfie conftitutibii, did' not exi. 
Kovenfittef, 1688. And, 
priety of language, it y. 
intriguesi and the vie' 
tfef^iratcrs produced . 
fevotUfkn^ in fiip[w. 
By thofe intrigue L 
by thofe violc: 
bofom of our p. 
widiout anv 
great cfFei? 
filled, in ,. 
hearts ur.' 
for prot .' 

ihg 01 

ir. • , >• 
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V* .\ JxviVv' of the 1 6th of November 1792. 
,* . V Jccrco of the 27th of November 1792. 
%\ Jw Jvcrce of the i6th of November 1792. 
. .u oV Jcciifc of the i5ih of December 1792, 
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mid thereby ded\i6t twenty acres from our iDand^ 

this ftrong ground, ftands the balance of 

'^ nd, the wifdom and valour of our father 

My, maintained this ground, thinking 

. their children to arife, from things 4S 

.j\v rne to add, with regard to this fubjeft, the 
. ..nients of that wonderful man> Lord Bacon, 
•' liich, though long, will compcnfatc in weight :* — 
*^ Incident to this point is ; for a ftate to have thofe 
laws, or cuftoms, which may reach forth unto them 
juft occafions (as may be pretended) of war. For, 
there is that juftice imprinted, in the nature of men,- 
that they enter not upon wars (whereof fb many 
calamities do enfue) but upon fome, at the leafl^ 
iipecious grounds, and quarrels. The Turke hath at 
handi for caufe of war, the propagation of his law, 
or fed J a quarrel, that he may always command. 
The Romans, though they efteemed the extending 
the limits of their empire, to be great honour to their 
jgenerals, when it was done j yet> they never refted 
upon that alone to begin a war. Firft, therefor^ 
let nations, that pretend to greatnejss have thisj 
ihat they be fenfible of wrongs, either upon bor-r 
derers, merchants, or politic miniftersj and that 
they fit not too long Upon a prowcationi Secondly, 
let them be preft, and ready to give aids, and fuc- 
cours, to their confederates ; as it ever was with the 
Romans i infomuch, as. if the confederate had 
fc^ues defcnfive with divers other ftates, and upoft, 

• Eflkyc^i 1639, p. 179— i8i< ^ ' 

invaficm 



invs^on offered, did implore their aids ftvcrally, yet, 
the Romans would ever be the foremofti and leave 
♦k to nOR€ otfeer to haVe the honblir.— -As for the 
wars, which were anciently made,' on the behalf of 
a kind of party, or tacit conformity of eftate, I cfo 
not fee how they may be well juftified : as when Ae 
liomans made a w«r -for the fibeity of Grajrcia : or, 
when the Laoed^echomans, and Athenians, made 
wars, to fct up, or pull ^iown democracies and oligar- 
thies: or, when wars were made by foreigners, un- 
^r the pretence of JHflice, or protedlion, to deliver 
4:he fubjefts of others from tyranny, and opprefTion : 
and the Kke. Let it fuffice, chat no ftate can ex- 
peft to be great, that is not awake, upon any juft 
occafion of arming.*' 

In thifi weighty language, does Lord Bacon re- 
probate French principles, ^wi French pradiccs \ 
Yet, againft.Lord Bacon you perfeverc, in approv- 
ing French principles, and defending French prac- 
tices. When the French erewhSe rtrfhed out, with 
** dcmonian ^rit" and ^^ giant port," fo Jet up de^ 
mocrades, and to pull down aligarebieSy they gave to 
your approving foul no cauje of war. When the 
French demmocracy ftalked out to infuk all nationK, 
and attack our rights, they gave no tieceflary' cauft 
of war, according to your edition of Grotius. A«dy 
when the French Moloch, wiA odious words, and 
threatening Ipcare, prepared invafibn, for dclwertng 
from pretended oppreffim oviT forty thoujdni confpirn^ 
torsy your fyftem of quakerifin aHowed vtot Jdf-* 
defence^ as a juftificatipn of war, though in lefs 

philofophic 
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)::dUlc{fe|2liic fyftenas> &If-d^fefKe is xjeemed /ii^ jSrjft 
Aw, 

/'. fiLpppat tjie &1 ; Jjut if the po^ifimpon/t 
; " Them can'{laiVQW,^^^-//«f(^fr^^(!yi j>ifW 

Bur," you do not fepent the Jin. Yoy perfeyerf , 
through many a page, in carrpUing the cucke!W€S 
Jonge, that War was " unneccfiary, and peace might 
** be had :" proving things doubtfui, by things as 
doubtful, in a vaft cixclt of repetitio principiL' Dates 
^jod fa£b are too 4^11-£br your phi}pi9pby. i^nd, 
ypu do pojc inquire, whetjipr when the French fcnf 
a J>e)a9X-poft letter^ ftfl^^ pe^pe,^ .tjiey recalic^ 
tbpir x)dix?ys languag|?> ^d re-couchcd. their thrciat^ 
i^ing |[peaf s ; whethpr they repealed their* hpftjle dgr 
O^eies, ;or re -marched their invadijng troops 5 whether 
they re-Jhut tjie Schejldt, and renounced Savoy. Na 
r— All the qmfes of .war rcmaixiisd,, in fiiU vigou^ 
jM^ile ypju had apeifce inyeur packet, likp the mighty 
£(>d of your icjolatry. ^ut^-^ 

. . W ere thpfc jftJtifii in your A/f&<^ 
^ fubftaapfs iho^dd ^ iUtu'd in tbjr. %ad t 

In your idQlatrji however, th^re is n^/en/e. Th^ 
.Wfiir, Q^yijig to thofe caufes, w^s inevilaile.' Frpija 
/V&tc inevitable,'' peace cpuld n^sithcr be retaiocd, 
w}if|}>e epjpyed It -nor re^aJMi' when we ii^ad 
Joflt it^ )y>atcver n)fly l?c it? btldfings. The w^r yica^ 
ilcfi\ljr forced ujm us hy n^ceflj^y; apd beij^ 
.^IJi^y ncccfl^ry, frqm oyr cncmy-s at^ackjs, ^^#5^ 
yfre at on^ce infulting, and upprovolccj^^ fi»ch 11,1^*?^ 
whatfvq* o^y be its ftvils^ is^j^ft, fi:pm its neceflTitj, 

and 
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and is wife, from its end. Let tbt people, theri,,wiid 
felt, that the happincffes of peace, religion, and laW>' 
property and fafety^ could not be enjoyed, without 
the ftruggles of war, perfevere againft hbftilitie^ 
from abroad, and perverfity at home, with the mag- 
nanimity of our fourth Heiiry : 

" Are thefe things then necejjities ? 
Then, let iTs meet them like necefiities ; 
And that fame word even now cries out on us.'* 

Much as thatyZttw^ wordno^iib cries out upon usy ne- 

teflities have forced us to do rhuch, though necefli- 

ties even now require us to do ftill rftore. In the firft 

years of the war, when fhudh, from our unpre- 

parednels, has feldom been done, Holland has been 

iavedj Germany has been extricated; ahd Italy 

has been fecured. The Hydri of France, has bceh 

often felled to the ground, yfet hath he as' ofte/i 

feared his head; Oh the continent 6f India, tht 

French power has been ainriihilafed fof ever; and xht 

French commerce has been transferred from their 

traders to durs. In American the French have 

been deprived of the ftrength of her nurfery, and • 

the gains of her fifliery, at Newfoundland ; which,- 

having appropriated to ourftlves, muft heceffarily 

augment our profits, and increafe our power. Our 

conqueft of the French iflaiids will open ah extdnV 
iive confumption for our manufaftures, numerous 

freights for our fhips, and great additions to our 

Revenue. Of the vaft advantages of thefe con^- 

•quefts, the followinjg details will furnifh accurate irf- 

•formation: There were annually imported fhtb- 

Franco^ 
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^France, from her Weft India Iflaods, according 
to an eight years average, ending with 1790, 

Quantity. Value. 

Of; Corfce — 73,818,368 Fr. lbs. - ^.2,870,870 

Cotton Wool — 7>495»i9i --* 647,480 

Indigo — 1,508,333 '— * 602,743 

.Sugar, brown — ^ 8o,96o,9$8 — ^ '1,305,6!^ 

Sugar, clayed — 85,j70iS6i •-*• 1,917,000 

The total value . -*. . j|(^7>343»io> 
'The total value, of the fame articles, whicli 
were imported from the Britifti iflands, in ' 
the £iiie peHod • •*- -^ - -*- £.5,382,82;^ 

■■- t • 

It is ^pat^chti then,4!ha^ the French fugar iflands 
**arc about two-fifths more prckiaftive than the Bri- 
' tifh. ItTCcJ^ired, for carrying on the whole trade 
of the Britifti fugar iflands with all countries, ac- 
cording to a three years average, ending with 
1792, 2734 veflels, carrying 354,625 tons: it 
would of confequence, require 3^827 Veflels, carry- 
ing 496,475 tons, to franfport the whole produfts 
of the Frenth SOgar "llfends* It required 634 
fclRs, carrying 148,663^ tons, to bring to Great 
Britain the value ofyC«5>382i827,. of thc.produce 
of her iffends n and, o(' eoiirfe, it would require 
,887 fliips, carrying 207,128 tons, to irtlpott the 
value of 'jfr7,343,io8,*df the ^produce of the 
- Fi^ench Iflands. Whether we conAder the value of 
*^ property, the brokerage in receiving the produas, 
and in furnifliing the neceflarieSj or the employment 
^ of (o many fhipping ; thcfc conquefts mufl: be 

h deemed 




\ 



twhr THE DIP I CAT::! OK, 

deemed one . of the moft important acquifitior^ 
v^hich this nation ever acquired. The abundaat 
ftreams of the enemy's power have, in this manner, 
been not only cut ofF, at the fountain-hcfad, but have 
been diverted to our own refervoirs. And, as the 
cnemy^s rcfpurces diminifh, from her loflcs and her 
jlruggles, we thus increafe our own. 

When hpftilities b^gan, the French, by their 
Toulon fleet, had dictated to the weaker powers of 
Italy, and oyer-awed alL But, that fleet has been 
deftroyed, and the naval arfcnal, which' fupplied its 
ftores, has been itfelf. annihilated. The niarine of 
France never received, in any former war, fo deci- 
five a blow*. Tbc.Brcft fleet, without fearing 
iuch a &te, on the oceai), and venturing out, re- 
ceived from the condudt and valour; of Xord Howe 



.i-7 V^ 



* The weight of thatt>Iovir inay be eftinia^ed^ in ihe fQUow- 
inj^ manner : , . . ^ 

Taken by Lord Hood* Dcibpyed by^im. 



■ ' ' ' \ 

Ships. Guns. ^ Ships. .' Gu|is; Guns. 

• 1 — of ■— 120 'F n» ■ 3 — of — JBo ■■ ■ ■ ■ ' 24.0 

3 — of — 74 V 

3 — of — 40^ >: — X J \^ of -- 74 .-— 961^ 

4 — . of — * - 3s-'- '..../ . . • .:s 

3 r— of --• /26;:*>— - 5 — ^ of -r- 3^ -*-rr 160 
I — of — . 24^ - 

4 .. of — 20' .^-1—. I — of —^'16 — ^— 16 
I — of — 14 

Total 3 of tie line . 268 Total x6 of the line .... 137! 
15 Frigates, &c. 4x8 5 Frigates. 

" j" Sloop. 
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% fignal defeat: of equal confequence. Arnl, of the 
frigates^ which fallicd pyt upon, our triders,^ many 
have been tfikqi *, by the fuperior, fkiU, and. bravery 
of ^the Britifh cruifcrs. , . - 

At t^c iiiomcnt of war, when the demonocracy of * 
France cried pti.t>' ^^v /■ ■'^' 

Havock> and fpoUi and ruin, arc my gain, • r . 

it was doubtlefs -hoped, that her pfivatterr ardhe 
would capture the innumerable fhipping of Bri-4 
tain. Yet, in the fhort fpace of eight Aonthsj 

* Tkefolloinng French frigflites'' have been tdken and ae« 
&Oyed^ exclttiive of thofe, which were taken and deHroyed b]| 
ike Lords H^ an4 Howe : .... it^j " 'i^iit 

Ships. • .,..,. . Giuist^ -^'.{ 

♦ 2 -*- of — 44 Guns -*-— 88 
3 _ of — 38 D<^ 114 

3 .^ of •— 40 D* -*.-— 120' 

3 — -of — 36 D* . /i)8 

I — " of — . 32 D* *—— . 32. 

3 --: of — is D^ "J^ — ;, ' 56 

of — 2Z D* -_ — -. .:. i 22 

of — .2.0 D* . . ■ ! ■ » . U'« ic 

of — 18 D* — --^ iJ '36 

3 of — f6 D<> • Nu^ : ^48 

"2 -^ of — 14 D* — 2S 

1 ;_ of — "loD® *—— I 10 

1 — of ~ 6 D* •^— ; ^ 6 

*rotai 25 Ships. : ^ .iU 688 GofliJ^ 

I 
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fciPcfttyHriglit W6re brought in, as pm<ss, t6 wUr 
pofCfi:V Nor> wate ^hei'r fuccefs equal tw their 
nptSitiiMm. 1VMki JShe^ mercaritflc Ihipping of 
France may be faid to have difappeaFed on ^^c 
we^'tbe more^tlimes'mis VefTels^ of Britaki purfue 
their voyages with little interruption frbm tht^chc^ 
my, whatever they^ may encountcfj from the turbu- 
kqpe of fesb ^ the ^jdvcirfity' of woids. Tfce French, 
iif jriie Utde period of a twelvemonth, have loll, their 
4^,jJ^dia 5rad$,ctheir iWeft India tradjp, their 
nfhery, their Levant trade, and their African 
trade f» Of the fhip§, ;«nd cargoes, which wt had 
Ipfccn ftbrti them, b^rethe end of 1793^ the va!t» 
may be fairly eftimated at a million and a half, fter- 
ling itioney : they may have taken from us nearly 

r. I 1 . , ' " the 

•^ ■ ■ -. - ' 

♦ Of privateers dicre were taken^ . 

4^9, February 1793. — . — . r/^ 

in March — .— — 23 

in April — -*- •— 



in May' 
in June - 

in July- 
k AugufI 



II 

II 

6 

7 
I 



f T 



The total — 78 

^ Of, the f/teea French Eail Indianaen, which have beefa 
loft to f ranee, we have taken eleven, that are valued at 
£. 660,000. We have alfo captured forty Tfeyen Weft India- 
Aen, which are eftimated at ^£'.235,000. We have moreover 
taken eighteen French African ftiips, of the value of j^^. 105,000, 
;i¥e^had captured, in alj, from tlic French, before the end 

of 
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^ yaliio of 9 . million. Ir fucjh: a war OppO: tradcirs, 
it is eafy to,fi?e, who is ajC; l^ft t0 be ruined: ; ^Wlc 
the marine of the one power, is d^ily incrc^afing^^andl; 
the niiyal force of the other is greatly enfeebled, by 
repeated blows, 

Yejt, you arc convince^ neither by reafoningj.nor. 
by fa6t : and, from whatever motive of good, or of 
mifchief, you perfevere^ in propagating thati if the 
war continue, our tr^ nnift , be annihilated, ; Y;Ou 
herein, follow the example of thofey who argued aa 
important queftion lipon: a hafty coofideradon of 
extreme cafes. Within door4\ it. was faid by fomQ 
that, if we rulhed into war, our commerce muft be 
niinedi — 3y others, it was anfwered, Perijh our ctnn* 
merce j if we fave our conftitution. Without con=» 
fidering, that debaters, like poets, have a licenfe to 
carry common fcnfe to the very borders of abfur- 
dity, you reprehend.thc reprehenders moft unmercii. 
fully, though you equally confidci: the fubje6t on 
its extreme points. It h^d been fufficient to have 

of 1793, including feventy-eight privateers, two hundred and 
thirty-three, as appears by the books at Lloyd's coH^ee-hoiife : 
from thefe books it alio appears, that the French had taken 
from us, during the fame period,, two hundred and thirty-^fix 
veiTels, put of our iixteen thoufand ihips. But, from additional 
account3> it appears^ that we had taken many more fhips from 
the enemy, than two hundred and thirty-three. It is manifeft 
from the Iriib regifter of fhipping, that out of the whole num- 
ber of eleven hundred and ninety-/i&rf/, Irish iftffdsy there 
were captured tight ^ hy the enemy ^ from the commencemeat of 
the war, to the 30th of September 1793* when, it appean, that 
the French privateers had been brought into our ports. 

h 3 feid 
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laid to the original objcftors, your fears are foolifhi 
anid your reafoning is weak. We know, that peace 
is more friendly to commerce than war. But, from 
the experience of five wars, which were tedious,- 
and.diftreffing, we alfo know, that trade may be 
preffed down by hoftiliti'es to a given point, from 
whence it will gradually rife, as the preffui-cs fhall 
be mor^ and more removed by our efforts. And, 
weak is the argument, which infifts that, becaufe 
we may poffibly lofe a little, therefore we muft cer- 
tainly lofe all. By that experience, and this reafon- 
ing, however, you are not prevented from infilling 
tbroughbut your letter that, if the war continue, 
our trade muft be compleady ruined now, and un- 
done for ever. 

It >vas one of the great objefts of the following 
Eftimate, I will avow to you, to calm unreafonable 
fears, on the fcore of our trade, and to fatisfy well- 
meaning doubts, in rcfpedl to our delpondency. It 
has foothed many minds, though yours it has not 
fatisfied. And, I anri led forward by hope to try, 
whether experience, and fads, may not fomewhat 
calm your troubled fpirit, at Icaft reftrain your Ja- 
cobin pep. If, upon confidering the ftate of our 
ihipping, our exports, and our revenue, on the 5th 
of January 1793, I had been aflced, what would be 
the amount of all thefe, in the fubfcqucnt year, I 
ihould have faid, that they would all he diminiflied, 
in their greatnefs, in proportion to the lafiitude, that 
is ever felt after unufual exertions. And, this rea- 
fqpipg is confirmed by the experiehcc of the follow- 

S i"S 
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ing Eftimatc^ which proves, that a year of fulnefs is 
generally fucceeded by a year of flatnefs *. Add 
to this cohfideration, our commercial diftreffes. 
The feft$, which the following Eftimate contains, 
will demonftrate, that an impeded circulation, diif^ 
ing peace, obftrufts our manufaftures, and embar- 
raffes trade j as much as the preflures of wa^v And, 
owing to all thofe caufes, the year 1793, if peace 
had continued, would certainly have been very infe- 
rior to the former, in the aVnount of our (hipping, 
our exports, and our cuftoms. 

From confidering what would have probably 
happened, if invading war had not troubled our 
peaceful (hores, let us now corlGder a little what has 
happened, from fuch documents, as have been at 
length coUefted. In the midft of your perturba- 
tions, you are, no doubt, anxious to know the fate . 
of Liverpool. The following details will bring"^ 
comfort to thofe, who comfort feck. The accurate ' 
regifter of your dock-dues demonftrate that, the num- 
ber of .veffels, which traded at Liverpool, according 
^0 a three years average. 

Ending with 1792, was -^ — . 4*344 

in 1793 — — 4'042 

in 1 7 87-8-9, the average was 3 ,705 
in i776-7-'-8, the average was 4,2^9 f 

Here, 



•^■^••^ 



♦ See the Chronological Table. 

f The accounts of the year* 1776-7-8 ended the 14th of 
June ; the accounts of all the other years were purpofely made 

• h + uy 



Here, then,. is an boneft account, which can onljf 
slarrn ile alarrmfts^ The diminution of the number 
of (liippings in the^hlack and bitter year 1793, was 
cxaftly what forefight might have predicStcd, from 
the uncommon, trade of the. preceding year ; from 
the commercial diftrcfles; and, from the fuddcn 
attack of the enemy. Yet, you had mwy more 
'ihipping in your port, during the diftrefsful year 
I793,.thanin the prolperous period of 1787-8-9^ 
And, nevetthclefs, you cry out. What fupported 
tivcrpool, during the America^ war I The anfwep 
isj 2,289 ihips.' Now, you have to fupport your, 
vaft traffic, during the prelent war, 4^041 ihips. I 
might here clofc my proofs. But, I will give you 
another comfortable view of an interelling fubje^l^ 
fjt>m the Cuflom-Houfe books. From them, if 
appears, that there were employed, in . the foniffk 
trade pf Liverpool, according to a 

Britijh Foreign TotaL 

Three Yean Average Shift, Sbrfs. 

ending with . . 1792 - ixiJ, 561 Tons -41,819 Tons - 260,380 Tcmsi, 

in 1793 *• ^90>959 ^ " 44>44* - ^ «34>S07 
Three Years Average 

euding with . • 1786 -» 1*5,944 *• - >5>403 - *• *S»>347* 



■f" 



up to the 31ft of December, in each year. My intelligent cor^ 
|«fpo|idcnt ^t ^^^verpool informed me, that as Liverpool has a 
vaft co^fting trade, many vefTels, which were employed in the 
^oaft-'trad^y ^cre obftroftcd, in their repeated voyages, by th^ 
tfinbargoes, and the other neceifities, of the times* 

t §fieJ^fQf^p.^theAOtef 

From; 
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From this rctrofpcdt, we now perceive, that there 
was no caufe for deiatt ainoog the dekatersy whe«- 
ther Liverpool was to have any fliippihg, or any 
trade, durjng the worlb year of the war, and oJT 
bankruptcy^ (ince (he happily had- in it more flupr* 
ping, and more trade, than Hk^ had in great years^ 
but a little lefs of both, than in the grea$efi year. 

If there be any propriety^ in confidcring Livers 
pool, as the commercial rcprefcntativc of the weft^ 
coaft of Great Britain, London. may> with greater 
propriety, be deemed the commercial reprefcnt^^ 
tive of the eaft-coaft, and of the whqle nationt Of 
the fortunes, and misfortunes of this <:ommcr<;ial.r&« 
prcfcntative, we fliall.find a coinmercial vi'ew^ in 
the fubjpined detail : the (hipping, which were cnj* 
ployed in xiit foreign trade of London, according 
to a 

Britj/b ' Foreigti Ta/^A 

Thre« Years Average SJbff>s, Shifn, 

ending with . • 179 a were 367,958 Tons* • io^)/)o8 Tons. - 473,96^ Tcu^ 
in X 793 were 353,146 • • I36yt2» «• •489,26$ 

Three Years Average 
etfl4iagwiith« • 1789 were 344*882 » • 9T>ao9 » • 436,091 • 



Even you, who are not one of thofe^^^ men, tbia 
fieep (fnigbts, need not be alarmed at the foregoing 
ftate of the (hipping of London. But what did 
<hey carry, or fetch ? You are fure, as yoii infift 
throughout your later , that they tranfported none 
of our manu&£hireS| in 1793, From feeing the 

vaft, 

• Tliere. is a remarkable diiFerence between the Witw^xi^ 
§0(1 ioward, flapping of London, tbe.firft being mncb fewer, 



yaft, and uncommon, export of Bntiih produ^ 
in the amus mirabilis^ ^79'^y I fhould have been of 
opinion with ybu^ not that none would be exported, 
but that a much lefs amount, and value, would be 
lent; becaufe I was informed, that the merchants, 
who neither knew, when they could pay, or would 
be paid, declined to fupply their foreign cuftomers 
with goods* But, when the commercial cloud had 
pafled away : When, — 

** The diligence of trade> and noifefal gain/* 

began to exert their powers, and look for objeds, 
the channel of export was again opened. And, 
during the four laft months of 1793, there was 
f)erhaps as great an exportation of Britifli produdb, 
as in the correfponding months of 1792. The 
true ftate both of our whole Ihipping and our 
trade, in 17931 will appear In the following de^ 

Ships cleared outwards. 

TemKtg* TonsForitpi^ Total* Value of Cargoeu 

In 1785,'! 

1786, J- i>022>89f 2i7»47« i»i3«>370 iC- »7>iai3>37$ 

17871 3 




i»3>$>979 «^3>77» M93>7S7 - »i,5S5,77f 

»793> i>a40,*62 187,031 1,417,294 40,738,581 

From 

Ata the lail; which is owing, I am told by the proper officer, to 
this drcumilance, that roany (hips, belonging to the oat-port5» 
deliver their cargoes, at London i and proceed in ballad to their 
own ports, without a clearance. In order to give an idea fuffici- 
cntly exaft of the ili^>|nng, which entered inwards, and outwards, 
\X the p<Ht of London, in thofe yearSf I threw both the inward, 
and outward, fhipping, into an average, which comes nearer the 
truth of the general amount than either feparately. As an in* 

ilrudive 
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Prbm diis authentic document, we now clearly fee 
die lofs of (hipping and of trade^ from bankruptcy 
andwafj in 1793. 

finidive fapplementy I have fubjoined a Tahle of the number 
of ihipsy Britiih and foreign^ which entered inwards* and oou 
wards, ia Lomdon* during each month of the years 17929 
and 1793, in order to (hew the eflFe^ of profperity, in die £rfl^ 
and ofadverfity^ in the lad : 
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44 
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138 
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April 
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188 
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97 


84 
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'43 


52 1 86 


27 
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230 


79 


197 


99 
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40 
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July . . 


246 103 
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'33 


46 


106 


47 
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272 lOO 
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September 


»39 
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'45 
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Oeober - 
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9S 


252 


187 


165 


4* 


]i8 


56 


J^ecembcr 


18S 


48 


*37 


146 


109 


24 


129 


80 




a»4*9 


1,186 


if»54 
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1,112 
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T^> ]pu ftiljL exclaim, we had th,e world: (pv: OUK 
^juiixHners, d^jng^ the American war> but what i% 
to fupport us, through the ptefenti The ar>fwer.isi 
That in. the- Americanwar, we^hadonly, to fupport 
eur efforts, the amount of £• 7>04!2,996, in Bri- 
tilh produce exported ; but, we had in 1793^ 
iC» I3>3ii,ioo, with: the d^ly augmentations, c^ 
growing profperity : but, the true anfwer may b^ 
fctxnd in the fubjoined detail { 

Ships cleared ontyrard^ 
Toms Eti^9 To»9 Foreign, Tptal^ Vfitui pj Carfpet^ 

1776, y 760,79* 73,»34 S344#p ^i3,86i,Sx9 



1777* J 

1780, 6t9.46» J34»5'S 753>977 il>6a»»333 

»78i» 547*9i3 i6j,4xp l^A^-^ i©»569t*^7 

»7«f,7 

»7l6, M, 01 2,899 ii7>47» i>>3®>370 I7*i43»373 

?787>3 

1793, 1^240,262 187,032 i,4^7i294 40,738,588 



l^ thefe details be turned to whatever light you 
choofe, there will appear from them much more 
caufe for exultation than for fear. Far lefs is there 
any caufe, for the queflions, which you fp often afk, 
what fupported us through the American war ; and 
what is there to fupport us now ? Look in the 
foregoing documents for what fupported us, in the 
American war, and for what there is to fupport u5, 
during the prefent war. If we may form a judg- 
ment from the amount of the Cuftom-houfe dudes, 
which were colledled from Great-Britain, in 1793, 
)t is^ apparentji that the tra4e of this kingdom, 
(r- though 



^otigh grcafly impeded, was nnith Icfs depreflJ^, 
than i!he ibregoing details would feem' to demoa^ 
'ftrate. For cuftoms, arifing from the confimeit<b 
of iEnglifthdi and Scodand^ there w^ paid into the 
Exchequer, • - -..-.. 

in 1793, no kfs than — £*3^97^,646^ ^ 
in 1791 . -i^ ' r^^:: y-i/^ioij^a^o 
m 1791 ^ ^-*^ "^ ?^' ' 3i9S'^iS07 

in 1790 — • — " '^'3,782,822 



,This detail may be cenficJere^. ai a pretty ^xacJK 

reprefentation of the ,, whole, reveuues of Great 

Britain. They were, npt equal, tq; the* uncoi^moa 

income of the g'cat year i7;9'i,5;b^hich wg& ^pt 

indeed to be ^xpeded. ; But, ,the^. were fuperior -m 

produce to the. general ^verage, which was qalqi- 

latcdj when the ftate of the finances was laid beioEp 

the parliament, : on the 17th of jpcbruaiy,. ^79f?* 

Spec the coihinenccnient of thq year '175^ oiar 

j)ubHc revenue^has produced ifliUgn^^ ^fct^jndwf^j. 

.The moft fearful, then, need iu)t be.fii^tencd^^^ 

yoxfc frigbtftd defidencuif which only «xift^ in yoiir 

tcrribde ftate of thp nation. .., 

. . The. forcgpingdef^ils, then, eftablifli the incon- 

tarofcrtible -fact,, with regard to the true ftatc of 

the country,. ii^:-i^j9l^v/W:€ hare fury ivcd the w// 

'4ay,. which ¥at;b jpa^?d[,- with;, her clouds. . '\V> 

liaV^^the corflfoVt to ^ know the loweft point^ to 

which the trade of Britain is likely to be prefled, 

during the prefent war, ^er from bankruptcy 



or 
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or . hoftUides. Tbc tongue of declamation is af 
length lilent, ^n this fubjed. And, when truth 
riles in the crknty as he darts forth his invigorating 
rays> &l(hood muft let in the weft, without leaving 
a glimpfe to diredi: her votaries through the mazoa 
of error> 



- THe feat .of deceptioa* void of light» 

Sava wJiat the glimmering of thefe lirid flamea 
Caib pale and dreadful. 

Neverthelels, ypu are not . convinced. You 
' continue to talk df the frightful diminution of the 
gxiJHng revenue *, till terror ftands frightened at his 
ihadow. As if you partook of this fright, you 
pronounce wildly; thit a land-tax of eight fhillings 
is "already become neceflary, and that a tax on 
the funds may be expeftcd. You are not, hown 
cveri one of thofe prophe», who fix fulfilment to a 
diftanrday. You have outlived your own day. 
And the event has fhown, that there has been no 
unulual diminution, in our public revenue. If has 
produced,, in iflie year 1^793, all which experience 
-ftatedi that it would produce, when neither war, 
nor bankruptcy, was forefeen, in our horizon. 

This truth will appear fufficiently clear fi-om a 
compararive ftatement of the taxes, which is lierc 
fubjoined, and which yielded into the Exchequer, in 
the fcVeral quarters of the years 1792 and 17931 

f In page 72, the poftfcript, ' 
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la ^ Quarter end- 
iag 5th April 1791 



Cuftoms.. 



D® Sthjuly . - 

ly zothOaober •';Ai64S^i9i 

!)•' fthjao. 179^ 88r.777 



Excife. 



if- - 



720,214 

6q7,65i|2>o8S,i64 



Stamps. 



1 



Incidents. 



In the Quarter end- 
ing ,5th^prU 179 J 

".D*» .51^ JOly - - 
V9 rochOaober - 



< • 



!)• 5th Jan. i794t]'4'°'33* 



?»857»745 



r,So9y29t 



a«7i«x5 



a9M8^ 
i,373»8iij J5«»*59 



»74»S79 



54T,3»« 
^333»4«4 



7,36 1961 8*]'^«o6,d4t 



i»63i,H7| 19^^)49 

«i9^3>905» . af7^'8f7 



3S7i79S 

sr>>7»6 

346,M3 
.5^»»59* 



Duties. 
A' 1791. 



i*-— »■ 



«>S57i990 



3=3 



|3i6.68y7! 



i,78«,«7ii|* 3^o,^r^ 



7,i58;766 1,189,664 



345^*1^3 

489,1157 

395,428 



i6a,oat 

»75»^ 
•3MS 



-iw 



r 



^796,105 






i9«,$l7 

» 54*43$ 

257,085 



821,780 



The amount of the pernqabejrjt . taxes ironi..jM 

5thofJanu^.i793 tQ tlie SW of .jfanuiy. 1^94, 

J was £. 13,94130003 wWch are gonfider^bjjr left thap 

^thc produce.pf .the year 179^ bvt a^e greatex,f|wp 

the produge of ^c yeai: 1 7 9 1 1 ^ Andj. the val^f^g- 

.plies, which haye fcpcn eafilj^. pjK)vijied for c^rt^png 

90 ^ vigorous, war, without rewrriag to your, w^s 

fdfidrmans, areftroiig ponSrma.Upns.pf iijy pofitjiqn^, 

and. indubitable confutations dt, your tkeoiy. ,. .Yqu 

propofe, indeed, like the.C?/;w Qifervery^ to writ^.^>i 

differfatio^ to. pi'ove the impoffikility' oi our jfiw^afff 

Jucb juppliesy after the event*, .^e, you arc to 

prove, that we cannot maintain the war but " witlji 



♦ In page 54. 
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•* Engli(h guineas extra£ted from the labour of our 
** oppreflcd peaianti7> and widiout fupporring the 
** armies of Auftria alio from the wreck of our 
•* ruined manufeaurcsf." In thb pafTage, you 
inuft be ^owed the merit, of copying clofely 
both the ftile, and fendment, of the never-to-be- 
fbrgptten Alderman Falkcner, olf Dublin. The 
worthy Alderman, when he laid the ftate of his 
country, during the late reigh^ before Do£tor John- 
fon, obferved, that Ireland fent annually £»rSO^ooq 
to England. You muft have a great trade, faid 
Jphnfon. No trade at aU, replied the Alderman. 
Vou muft fiirely have mines. No mines. Sir. 
Whence, have you, then, your jC»50jOoo? From 
the blood and howls of Irijhmml The (lory is in 
that charmbg book, Mr. BofwcU's ^our : the 
application of it may be found in your own Letter, 
"Commercial and polittcai. 

In this ftyle and fenriment you; indulge, with the 

itttife fpirit of the tvorthy Alderman. Yoii would 

•Tadier fight the battle, fatal as it may prove to the 

Upod and bowels of Englilhmen, without our aHies, 

idiah witli them. You would rather have them, for 

our commercial cuftomers, th^n warlike coadjutors. 

' Contrary to the laudable praftice of former timeS, 

^ybu would march, then, into the deadly field our i?J5- 

'friifjed feafantry and ruined fnanufaffurers, fince the 

batde muft be fought. No,' Sir: I would leave 

the French, mad as they are, to fctde their own 



.'• 



t In page 54. 
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adairs. The patient^ in fbcceflive paroxyfms, has 
deftroyed his children; he has already killed his 
wife : he has fet fire to his houfe. In this crliis^ 
you appear as the ftate phyfician : and, whatever 
others may propofe, for preventing the mtfcbief of 
frenTy, you advife, to let bim alone. While' the 
beholders^^^j you oflFcr a reafon, for your advice, 
which, being founded in truth> will remove their 
aftonilhnicnt. Death will foon level the allies : Ca- 
tharine will fleep, lifeleis^ with Jofeph, with Leopold^ 
with Peter the Third ♦.-—Certainly 1 For, 

Death is a mzn. 

Do what we can* 

That never (pareth none* 

The diings of this world, as you well obferve, 
tipon another occallon, cannot go on /or ever. 
This Dedication, whofe matter, I fear, you have 
found tedious, and whofe manner, I doubt, you 
may think indedicatory, muft alfo end. A falfebood 
is foon ftated : but> it requires a paragraph to afcer* 
tain a fa£t. A deception is eafily praftifed, by 
the arts of fophiftry : but, to eftablilh truth, oa 
the deteftion of error, requires the details of many 
a* page. The fubjeft was fruitful, and the harveft 
abundant. I might have gathered much fruit, and 
culled many a flower. But, amid a thoufand avo« 
canons, I have other labours to perform ; and the 
reader, amidft the amufements of life, has other 
engagements to purfue. Whether, at parting, you 

• P. 55. 
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will allow mc the privUcge of giving advUe, which 
belongs only tx> fricndihip, I know not. But, I 
will fo far prefume upon our old acquaintance, 
though we feem to have taken different fides, com^ 
mercial and political^ as to repeat what you will 
cafily recoiled :— 

• •' Good friend ! forbear; you deal in dangerous things; 

** rd never name queens> miniders, or kings ; 
- ^< Keep, clofe to ears« and thofe let aEes prick."^** 



GionGE Chalmers^ 



Orcen Srreet, Grofvcnor SquaArt^ 
7ih Februai y, 1 794* 
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DURING ihe ftruggks of a great nation for her 
fafety, or renown^ conjundures often arife^ when 
the citizen, whofeftation does not admit of his giving advice, 
bught to offer his informations. The prefent [1782 — 1794] 
feemed to be fuch a time. And the Compiler of the fol- 
lowing iheets^ having coUeded, for a greater work, various 
documents with regard to the national refources, thought it 
his duty to make an humble tender to the public of that 
authentic intelligence, which, amidft the wailings of defpon« 
dencjr, had brought convidiion and comfort to his own 
mind. 

, Little have they ftudied the theory of man, or obferved 
his funiliar life, who have not remarked^ that the individual 
.finds the higheft- gratification in deploring the felicities of 
the paft, even amidft the pleafures of the prefent. Prompted 
thus by temper, he has in every age complained of its de- 
cline and depopulation, while the world was the moft popu- 
lous, and its affairs the moft profperous. Yet, is there rea- 
fon to hope, that as found philofophy triumphs over ill- 
founded prejudices, the people of thefe iflands will become 
lefs fubje<% to the dominion of periodical apprehenfions, fax 
Ijefs to the lafting impreffions of fimcied mifery. 

The reader, who honours the following fbeets with an 
.attentive gerufal, may probably find, that though we have 

i 2 advanced. 
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advanced, by wide AepSj during the laft centorjry in dit 
fciencc of politics, we have ftill much to learn; but that die 
fummit can only be gained, by fubftituting accurate rcfearch 
, for delufive fpeculation, and by rgefling zeal of paradox, 
for moderation of opinion. 

Mankind are now too enlightened to admit of confident 
a/Tertion, in the place of (atisfadory proof, or plaufible no- 
velty, for concjufive evidence. He, confequently, who 
propoTcs new modes of argument, muft expeQ, contradic- 
tion, and he who draws novel condufions from uncommon 
premifes, ought to enable the re^r to examine his reafon- 
ings i becaufe it is juft inquiry, which can alone eflablifh 
the ccruinty of truth on the degradation of error. And 
little therefore is aflerted in the following fliects, wdthout 
the citation of fufEcient authorities, or the mention of au- 
thentic documents, which it is now proper to explain. 

As early as the reign of James L ^ ingenuity exerted its 
powers to difcover, through the thick cloud which then en- 
veloped an interefting fubjeft, the value of our exports and 
of our imports; and thence, by an eafy deduction, to find, 
whether we were gainers, or lofers, by our traffic. Diligent 
inquirers looked into the entries at the cuftom-houfc, becaufe 
they knew, that a duty of five in the hundred being collcfted 
on the value of commodities, which were fent out and 
brought in, it would require no difficult calculation, to 
afcertain nearly the amount of both. And, during that 
reign, it was eflablifhed as a rule, not only among mer- 
chants, but flatcfmen, to multiply the general value of the 
cufVoms, inwards and outwardsy by twenty, in order to find 
the true amount of the various articles, which formed the 
aggregate of our foreign trade. 

Exception- 
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Exceptionable as this mode was, it furnifhed, through 
icvcral years of darknefs, the only light that our anceftort 
had to dire£t their inexperienced fteps, notwithftanding the 
impatience of politicians, and even the eiForts of minifters» 
jt is difficult to induce the old to alter the modes of their 
yputh. When the committee of the privy council for trade, 
urged the commiffioners of the cuiloms, about the end of 
Charles II»*s reign,—" to enter the feveral commodities, 
which formed the exports and imports, to affix to sach it^ 
ufual price, and to form a general total, by calculating the 
value of the whole,"-— the cuftom-houfe officers infifted,— . 
^ that, to comply with fuch direftions, would require one 
half of the clerks of 'London."— And the theorifts of thofe 
times continued to fatisfy their curiofity, and to alarm the 
futionon the fide of her commercial jealoufy; iince thejre 
^xifted no written evidence, by which their fiatements could 
be proved, or their declamations confuted. 

It was to the liberality, no }e& than to the perfeverance, 
of the Houfe of Peers, that the public were at laft indebted, 
in 1696) for the eftabliihment of the Infpe£tor-General of 
the Imports and Exports, and for thi Cujlom-houfe Ledger^ 
which contains the particulars and value of both ; and 
which forms, therefore, the moft ufeful record, with regard 
to trade, that any country pofTefTes. 

From this authentic regifter, the parliament was yearly 
fupplied with details, either for argument, or deliberation, 
and fpeculatifts, were furnifhed with extracts for the exer* 
cife of their ingenuity, or the formation of their projefts. 
And it is from this commercial regifter, that the value of 
cargoes exported^ which will be fo often mentioned in tthis 
work, was alfo taken. 

i 3 - But, 




But) as ndhial enjojrment feldom enfures continued faiiSg^ 
fef^oiH what had been demanded for a century, when it 
was regarded as unattainable, was ere long derided as de-> 
I^Uve, when it was poflefled. And theorifts, who pointecj 
out the defbSh of an eftablifhment, that could not be mad^ 
perfect, found believers enow, becaufe men's pride is gra-» 
tified, by feeing impe;fedion in all things. 

Againft objeftors, who thus eafily found Abettors, it was 
juftly remarked, that a record, containing each Ipecific arti- 
cle of our imports and exports, with the mercantile value 
affixed to each, would give us, as it was originally intendec^ 
by a calculation tedious yet certain, the true value of both^ 
at leaft with ^s much exa£tnefs sis a vaft detail admits, op 
public utility demands ; that it was not probably perceived, 
how impoffible it is to fet bounds to human vanity^ diprice^ 
and deceit, but, that as man, when engaged in fimilar 
purfuits, z&s nearly a fimilar part, it wa$ reafonable to inferj 
that the fame vanity, caprice, or deceit, whichi in one age, 
incited the trader to m^ke exaggerated entries at the cuf- 
tom-houfe, urged him, in every period, to gratify his ruling 
paffion, when he was not carried from his bias by the dread 
of a forfeiture or a tax ; fo that the average pf error, dur- 
ing one feafon, would be pparfy ^qual to the average of 
error at any other epoch, 

When the committee of Peers originally affixed the priccj^ 
whereby each article of export and import fhould in future 
be rated, they probably knew, that the fucceffive Huftuatioi^ 
of demand, arifing from the change of falhion, would ne- 
ceffarily raife the value of fome articles, and fink the price 
of others; but, that the fame fluftuation of tafte, which, in 
one age, occ^fioned an apparent error, would in the next 
ri^-cftablifli the rule, J^or, did the Peers probably expeft to 
4 afcertaia 
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:dcertain die realvalue of the exports, or of imports^ of tli« 
current year ; as the prodigious extent of the calculatioa 
did not admit of a fpeedy dedudion. But» they aimed with 
a laudable fpidt to eftablUh a ftanciard) whereby a juil com- 
paiiion might be made between any two given periods of 
the paft ; and thereby to infer, whefther our n^anufadures 
and commerce profpered or declined, prior to ^ current 
year. This information the.Lidger of the In/peSor-Generst 
does certainly convey, with fufficient accuracy, for the ufes 
of pradUce, or the fpeculatipns of theory* And, by contraft«> 
|ng, in the foilowiiig work, the average exports of diftant 
years, we are by this means enabled to trace the rife, the 
decline, or the progreis of trafHc,^ at different peribds> evea 
in every reign« 

It is to the fame age that we owe the eflablifbnient of 
The regi/fer-'general of /hipping. The original inftitution 
^ this, office arofe from an indefinite claufe in the oom« 
miffion of the cuftoms, in 1701^ Thus it conidnued in- 
pudental to the appointment of the Cuftom^houfe commiC* 
fioners, till ^< die a6t for the union with Scodand, requiring 
the then ihips of Scots property ta be regiflered in this 
office, it was thought fit to give it a diftind): eftabliihment» 
and at the fame time to extend the account kept before of 
all fhips trading over kz^ or coaftways^ bx £ngland> ta 
the (hips in Scotland *.'* 

The iame reafons, which had mduced the traders ta 
enter at the Cuftom-houfe, in refpeji^ to their merchan- 
dises, rather too much, incited them> wUK ceg^cd to thoij^^ 
veflels, to regifter the burden rather too k>w,, becaufe ^ 
•tonnage duty, they knew, would be oitea required, of thegx 

* Charles Godolpbin's Manorial to the Treafury* Dec. Z7a7» 
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at maiijr ports : in die firft operadon iSticj were go»cm c J 
by their vanttj; in the fecond by dieir intcreft : and if the 
one fumifliei an evidence too flattering, ^ other giYes a tci* 
liniony too degrading. Thus have we^ in the entries of 
die (hipping at the Cuflom-houfe, all the certainqr that die 
entries of merchandize has been fiippofed to want. And in 
die following work the qtiandty of tonnage, rather diaii 
the number of ibips, has been always ftated, at differatt 
periods, with the value of cargoes, which diey were fiip- 
pofed to traniport, as being the moft certain: when to the 
value of cargoes the tonnage is added, in die following 
pages, the reader is furniihed with a fupplemental proof 
to the ufual notices, which each feparately convey. 

Of the tonnage of vefiels, which will fo often occur in 

dicT fubfequent (beets, it muft be always remembered, that 

they do not denote fo many diftin<^ (hips, which performed 

fo many (Ingle voyages: for, it frequently happens, that 

one veflel enters and clears at the Cuftom-houfe feveral 

times in one year, as the colliers of Whitehaven and Ncw- 

caftle: but, thefe repeated voyages were in this manner 

always made, and will conftantly continue j fo that, being 

•always included in the annual tonnage, we are equally 

enabled to form a comparative eftimate of the advance^ 

or decline, of our navigation, at any two given epochs of 

the paft. It is to be moreover remembered, that the 

Brici(h veffels enter at the Cuftom-houfe by the regiftered 

tons, and not by the meafurcd burden of the (hip, which 

is fuppofed to be formerly one-third more; fo that the 

reader may in every year, through the following (latements, 

calculate the tonnage at one-third more, than the regiftered 

tonnage has given it, prior to 1786. 

The 
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7*he office of infpe£lx>r-general of imports and exports 
for Scotland, was eftabli(hcd only in 1755. And no dili<» 
gence could procure authentic detsdls •{ the Scots com- 
merce from any other fource of genuine information* 
The blank, which appears in die preceding period, as to 
the Scots traffic, fafficiently demonftrates, that imperfed: 
evidence, with regard to an important fubjefl, is prefer* 
able to none; as the glimmerings of die fainteft dawn is 
more invigorating than die gloom of total opacity. Con<« 
neiSed accounts of the (hipping of Scodand cannot be 
given before 1759 > becaufe it is only from this year, that 
they have been regularly entered at the Cuftom-^houfe, a| 
leaft conftandy kept. In refpeSt to thefe, the fame allow-* 
ance muft be made for repeated voyages^ and the fame aug<« 
mentation for the nql burden n^ore than the regifterei 
tonnage. 

It is not pretended, diat the before-^mentioned Cuftom** 
houfe books convey the certainty of m^emadcal demon- 
ftradon. It is fufficient, that diey contain the h$ft evidence 
which the nature of the^ cafe admits. They have afluredlj 
the credibility, which belongs tp authentic hiftpry, thou^ 
not the conviction, that is fonietimes derived front the 
evidence of the fenfes. He who, in fuch inquiries, aiks 
for more convincing proofs, ought to be regarded as a 
perfon, who, indulging a fceptical mind, delights to walk 
^ough the mazes of uncertainty. 

7 be fubjeA of popu^itipn is fo intimately conneAed 
with every eftimate of the ftrength of nations, that the 
compiler was induced to inquire into the popeloufhefs 
of England, at diflFerent periods, from the earUeft times to 
the prefent. In this difficult difcuffion, men, at once can- 
^d aad able, have fpoken a language, often co/itradiCbry 
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to each other, and fometimes mconfiftent with their owa * 
premifes. 

The Lotd Chief Juftice Hale, aiid Gregory King, in 
(be laft century^ and Do£tor Campbell and Dodor Price, 
in the prefent age, maintained opinions direfUy the re* 
verfe of each other, in refpeft to the queftion, Whether 
the people of diis illand have not gradually increased, during 
crery age, or fometimes diminifhed, amid public convul- 
fionis and private mifery. The two firft— the one a great 
snafter of the rules of evidence, the other equally ikilful in 
Calculation-vhave agreed in maintaining the affirmative of 
^t queftion. DoSor Campbel has laboured to fhew^ 
tbat the inhabitants of England diminilhed in their numbers 
under the mifrule of feudal fovereigns. And Doftor Price 
bas equally contended, that the people have decreafed^ 
llnce a happier government was introduced at the Revolu^ 
iien^ and that they continue to decreafe. 

It is propofed to review biftorically tfae fentiments of 
Hch, with defign rathel: to afcertaia the a\ithenticity of 
their fa£)s, than to eftablifli, or overturn, their fevcrsd 
fyftems. The candid inquirer may perhaps fee caufe for 
lamenting, in his progrefs, that the learned are fometimes 
too confident, and the unlettered always too credulous. 
And he will have an opportunity, as he advances, of liften- 
ing to the fentiments of his anceftors, on various topics of 
legiflation, and of obferving the condition of different rante 
of men, previous to the period, at Which THIS BstjMatk 
properly begins. 
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Chap. l\ 

teener al Obfervations ^pon the CaufeSy phyjical and 
mord^ which influence P epilation^ in every Coun- 
try.—^hePopulouJheJSfiQfnfnerce^and Power ^ of 
England^ prior ta the^ Denrife of Edward IIL-^The 
Number of People y 1377. — RefleSlions. 

OF the ekiftlng numbers of mankind, in Tuc-^ 
cefliveages of the world, various writers havd 
given diflimilaf accounts, becaufc they did n6t al- 
ways acknowledge the fame fa£ts, nor ojften adopt 
' the fame principle's, in their moft ingenious difqui- 
fitions. 

The Lord Chief Jiiftice Hale* fbrnrierly, and Sif 
Jimes Stuai-tf, and the Coiint de Btiflbn, lately 

V 

• Id Ms Fr$mltt've Origination of Mankind Conf^-:d* 
f In his Political Oeconomy. 

^. B ponfidered 
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coufiucrcd tncn, as urged, like otbcr smmaSp uf 
natural inftin&s; as dircdcd, like dicm,,bf die 
fame modves of propagadon ; and as fii i ififlni 
afterwaids, or dcftroyed, by fimilar Aieaos. 

It b iDSdoGt, then, which, according to tfaolc iU 
luftnons authors, is the caufe of procreatioa; but 
k is food, that keeps populadon iull, and accunau- 
lates numbers. The force of the firft piincipk, wc 
behold in the multitudes, whether of the fifli of die 
lea, the fowls of the air, or the beafts of die field, 
which are yearly produced : we perceive, howcvov 
the eflendal confequencc of the laft^ &0m the ymEL 
numbers, that annually periih for want. 

Expeiicnce indeed evinces, to what an immenfe 
extent domeftic animals may be multiplied, by [»x>- 
viding abundance of food. In the fame manner, 
mankind have been found to cxiSt^ and increafe, in 
every condition, and in every age, acconfii^ to the 
ftandard of their fubfiftence, and to the mcaforc of 
their comforts. 

Hence Mr. Hume juftly concludes*, that if wc 
wculd bring to feme determination the queftion 
concerning the populoufnefs of ancient, and mo- 
dern, times, it will be requifite to compare the 
iomeftic and Dolitical fituations of the two periods, 
in order t . jcrge of the fafts by their moral caufcsj 
becaufe, ii every thing elfe be equal, it feems rea- 
fonabk to expcd:, that where there are the wifcft 
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thftktitiohs, and the rtioft happincfsj there will alio 
be the moft people. 

Let' us run oVcr the hiftorjr of England, then, 
With a view to thofc feafbnings and to this truth. 

Settled probably aboiit a thoufand years before 
the birA of Chrift^ England was found, on the 
arrival of Caefery to cofttain a great multitude af 
people* But this aifefvdnt mtbor tt-anfrnitted notices, 
with regard to the niodes*of life^ which prevailed 
iannong thofe^ whorti he came to conquer^ whence 
We may judge of thfcir lumbers, with greater Cci> 
biintyi than from the accuracy of his language, or 
the weight of his authority*. And he fubmits to 
our judgment firfficient data^ when he inforniis us, 
that the. inhabitants of the inland coiintry fubfifted 
by feeding df flocks, while their neighbours) along 
the (hb^^ df the oceaA Were maintained by the 
more prodAftive labours of agriculture* 

Having already amvcd/ fome of the tribes in 
the fccond, and others of them in the third ftagc 
'of focietf, in its progrefs t6 reflhement> the Bri- 
tons were foon tiught the arts of manufadurej and 
the purfuitt of commerce^ by their civilizing con^* 
\juerors. A peopk who annually employed eight 
•hundred Veflcls.tb export the furplus produce df 
their hufbandry> muft Jiave exerted great induftry 
at homcj and enjoyed fufficient plenty from it. R o- 
rnan Britain, of Confequence^ muft have become 
extremely populous> when compared with former 
times> during diat long period, from the arrival of 
the Romans^ 55 years before the birth of Chrift, 

B 2 to 










4 AN ESTIMATE OP 

to the abdifcatibn of their government, in 446 c^ 



our aera*. 



From this events commeneed a war of fix hun* 
dred years continuance, if we calculate the fetde- 
ment of the Saxons, the ravages of the Danes^ 
and the conqueft of the Normans. A courfe of 
Jioftiliticsi thus lengthened beyond example, and 
.waftefol above defcription, changed completely 
the political condition of the peoplcj by involving 
thcnl in ages of wretchediiefs. It ,Was to thofe 
caufes owing, that thfe inhabitants becamfc divided, 
at the epoch of 3*be Conqueft^ into five fcveral 
daiies J the barona, the free tenants^ the free foe- 
cagers, together with the villains, and the flaves, 
^ho formed the great body bf the people f . 

A confidei-ation of thfe foregdng events^ itpro- 
dbably was^ with the wretched condition of every 
order of men> which induced the Lord Chief 
Juftice Hale, and Mr, Gregory King, to agree in 
aflcrting J, " that the people of England, at the 
^^ arriv^al of the Normans, might be fomewhat 
}^ above two miUim** And the notices of that 
moft inftruftive record, the Domefday Book, feem 
to juftify the conje6bures of both, by exhibiting 
■ fatisfaftory proofs of a very fcanty population, at 

• Mr. Whitaker's moft excelleiit Hiftory of Manchcftcri 
vol. i. which gives the beft account of the Britilh and Roman* 
I^Htiih period of our Anhals. 

t w. 

J Origination of Mankind ; atd Davcnant's Works. 
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that memorable epoch, in the country, as well as 
in the towns *. 

The annals of England, from the epoch of the 
Conqueft to the date of the Great Charter (from 
1066 to 1 21 5) are filled with revolutions in tbc^ 
government, and iofurreftions of the people; witl^ 
domeftic ravages, and foreign war -, with frequent 
famines, and their attendant peitilence. » 

D,o6tor Campbel has enumerated f various cir- 
cumftances to demonftrate th^ unhappinefs of the 
nation, during thofe times, which were equally fe* 
rocious and unfettled ', and, by neceflary confe- 
quence, to Ihow the conftant-decline of their num*' 
bers*. 

Few revolutions, faid he, even when atehteved' 
by the moft ^aftcful conquerors, appear to havcf 
been attended with fo fudden a peyolqtionV both 
©f property and of power, as that which Wil* 
liam I. unhappily imroduced into England;; -The 
conftitution, from being limited, and free, becanf>e= 
at once arbitrary and fevere, < While the ancient?: 

: ' ■ ' f 

• In Mr. Wlii^taker'5 admirable. Hiftory pf^^cjiefter^ 
vol. ii. p. 345-^554, there is a very.xaricuis table of tKc J|:?ites^ 
for moft of the neceflaries of life, both at home and abroad^ 
in the feventh, eighth, tenth, and eleventh centnriesj Wh^fcbyl 
it appears, that fuch neceffaries Wer^ imuch -dearer fdrrhbi^y^ 
than at ptcf<;nt;[ and tbatjnoft thisgs wercfip thofe' ^ges mucli 
dearer at home (han abroad. - Ic is.apparjMit then', that though^ 
we arc often imppfed upon by the de-nominations of moneys 
the great body of the people did not live fo comfortably in"" 
thofe good' old times.- ' * '^"'-^ ■■-' --.::;..' : ^^j 

+ Folitical Survey, 2 vol. ch. iii. 

B 3 nobility 
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nobility fecmed to b^ wnihilated^ the Saxon people 
were affuredly reduced to villainage. And thofe 
revolts enfued fucceflively, which neceffarjly arife^ 
wkeh a gallant people are defpifed, at the fame tjnnro 
4iat they are oppyeflid. The Conqueror urged 
partly -by revenge, perhaps more by polky> was^ 
pcovpkdi by the infurreftion pf thQ. northern 
counties, to prefcribe remedies as fcvcre as they 
wepe harbaroust . He fo efFeftually diPpopulated 
the extenfive country from the Humber to the *TeeSy 
tiwtitky for ye^r$ uncultivated, whereby multi- 
tudes periftied for want. The pleafqres of JVilliam 
too. were a3 defti^w^ive to the people as his anger, 
in forming the New Fqreft, he laid wafte an e^^tent 
^rtiiiny.: nii]es in IJapipIhire, without reg^ing 
<]h«^<ri^ pf viikgj?iHS><y th^ facrednefs of churches.^ 
iVsiwl ^^ gratitu(Je tp ;H? fuppert^rs, though^ at- 
te©df d .^itlx- lefs y^c](ice, producpd, in tihe end., 
cg|l(bq\jences ftiU more fatal, with regard .to the 
4epop.Mlation of England, than had refulted either 
froni his refentment, or his fport. He diftribiyied 
the whole kingdom to atout feven hundred of his 
principal officers, who afterwards divided among 
their fbllowcrs the Ipoils of the vanquiftied, on fuch 
precarious tenyres, as fecured the fubmifljon of the 
iow^r qrders, though not their happinefs. 

The Conqueror's meaiures, thusharfbly exe* 
ciited, continued to influence all ranks of men, long 
after l£he terrbris of his government had ceafed ; 
and'^while they neither fecured the quiet, nor pro- 

motcd 
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moted thfc pknty of the nation, his rigours pro* 
Iv4>ly ad4ed very few to its numbers. 

The great charter of John made no akeration 
IB puBlic law, nOT any innovation in private rights : 
and, though it conferred additional iecurity on the 
free, it gave Utde fi-ecdom to the flave. Yet^ • the . 
bai:barous licence both of kings and nobles being 
t^nceforth fomewhat reftrained, governmenty fays 
Mr. Hume *, approached by degrees nearer to that 
epd, for which it was inftituted, the equal protec- 
tion of every order in the ftate. 

This general reafoning, however juft, did not 
impofe on the lagacity of Dr. Canmpbel,. who 
niinutely examined f . every circumftance, in our 
fubfequent annalf , that tended either to retard, or 
promote, an effedtive population. He found no 
qyent in the long reign of Henry III. filled as it 
was with .diib;a£tion, proceeding from weaknefs> 
and with civil war> the refult of turbulence^ which 
could have addqd one man to our numbers. 
Though hiftorians have celebrated the following 
reigns of our Edwards, as the moft glorious in our 
annals ; yet he remarked, that, daring a period^ 
wherein there were fcarcely ten years of peace, the 
^clat of viftories, the fplendour of triumphs, or 
the acquifition of diftant territories^^ did not com- 
peofate the lofs of inhabitants, who continually de- 
creafed, from the wafte of foreign, (uid civil> wars, 

♦ In his Hiftory. 

<|- In his Political Sonrey, 2 vol. ch. ia. 

6 4 and 
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ahd from the debility of peftilentiar*drftempcrs«* 
arifmg from a wretched hufbandry, as much as* 
from a noxious ftate of the atmofphere. It was a 
Ihrewd remark of Major Graunt*, when he was 
reflefting over " the JicklinefSy the bedlthfulnefsy and 
^^ fruitfubiefsy of feafonsy^ that ^^ the more Jickly tha 
^^y^ars arCy the lefs fruitful of children th^ alfo fof." 

The firft notice, wKich the Parliament feem to ' 
have taken of the paucity of inhabitants, may be 
fccn in the Statute of Labourer Sy that was enafted in 
1349. This law recites — '* That whereas a great 
part of the people, and efpecially of workmen and 
ftrvants, late died of the peftilence, many, feeing 
the neceflity of mafters arid great fcarcity of fer- 
yants, wil! not ferve, unlefs they receive exceflive 
wajges, fome bein^rather willing 'to^ beg <in idle- 
nefs,' thail by labour to get their living/' Confi-' 
derihg therefore "^ the grievous hicommoditics 
which' oF the lack, efpecially of ploughmen and 
foch labourers, may hereafter cortie," Edward III.' 
with the afliftance of the frelatesy- the nohlesy and 
the learned meny ordained a variety of regulations, 
which were unjuft in their theory, and violent in 
their execution :{;. This edid of the King, and his 

council, 

♦ In his Obfervations on the Bills of Mortality, 1662. 

•}■ There Were no fewer than one-and-twenty dearths and 
jfamines from 10^9 to 1355. See a Colledion of the moft 
remarkable dearths and famines, publifhed by Edward Howe, 
in 163 1. 

t Thefe regulations may be feen in Cay'§ Collection of 
Statutes, vpl. i. p. 261 — 3; and fuffi^icntly prove to what a 

deplorable 
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cteuhcil) was enforced by the legiflature iii the fub., 
ftqucnt year — " on the petition of the commorialtyj^.* 
that the laid ferva^ts, having no regard to the faid' 
ordinance^ but to their eafc arid fingolar covetifc^* 
do withdraw to ferve great men and bthcr, untefs 
they have wages and living to the double and treUe of' 
that they were wont to take the twentieth year of*tb^ 
king that now is.** ^ - . 

Yet, after adjufting minutely the prices of lav 
bour, of natural produfts, and even of manufac- 
tures, the ftatute of the ajd Edward III. dire<Sfccd^» 
*^ that the artificers fhould be fworn to ufe their 
crafts as they did in the twentieth year of the lame 
king*'* (1346), under the penalty of impriidn* 
ment, at the difcrerion of the Jufticcs. The Par-* 
liament bufied themfclves, year after year, in re- 
gulating labour, which had been defrauded of it^ 

I 

deplorable ftate of flavery the coIIe£^ive mafs of the people wa^ 
then redijced. «' Eyexy alilc-bodied perfon^ under /ixty year* 
of age, not having fufficjent to live on, being required, Ihall 
be bound to ferve him that doth require him, or clfe ihall bo 
committed tp ga6l, till Jie finds fecurity to ierve. If a Tervant^'. 
or wori[cm4U> depart from fervice before the time agreed upon^ 
be Ihall be imprifoned. If any artificer take more wages than 
were wont to be paid, he Ihall be committed to gaol." The 
fpverity Qi thefe penalties was foQn greatly incrcafed by the 
34th Edw^r4 JII^ which direfb, « That if any labourer o^ 
fervant flee to any town, the chief offiper Ihall deliver him up : 
and if they depart to another county, they ihall be bdrnt ia 
^hc forehead with the letter F." Thus, fays Andcrfon, they 
lived, till manufaflures drove ilavery a\vay. 

Chron, Ac. of Com. v. i. p. 204* 
• Cbap. 1—7. 



j»ft . reward by cOrifiderable defalcations, from t&e 
coin*. 'Daring ai» a^OJi/iiftraHon Ids ^jaive, an4 
yiigpraasy and resetted, than Edvfard's, fuch regu-^. 
Utions had produced - tunnilt axd rcvoh. Scarcjel)^ , 
sidced rwas that great monarch laid in hb grave». 
ifHien the confirmatioii of the fanic^ ftatutes, by his 
febic fucceffori.gave rife to. the mcipGraWe rebel- 
lion of Tyler and Straw, which wasfo deftrudive iii 
ks imnnediate effcfts, yet proved ft> beneficial ki its, 
ultimate confeqtiences ! The common people ac- 
quired implied liberty from, infyrretSion, while the 
Parliament were ena6ling f, ^^ibalfsuedmanumijions 
p^nld h€ confidered as void.** And fuch are the re- 
Tolutions, which infcnfibly take place, during ages 
of darknefs, before the eyes: of chroniclers, wha 
arc carried away by the fouhd of words, without 
f egardiftg the' efficacy of thingsu 

The decjamatory recitals of fuch ftatutes ought 
generally to be regarded as flight proofs of the 
authenticity of fafts, unlefs where they are fup- 
ported, by collateral circumftances. From the re- 
iterated debafement of the coin, which proceeded 
from the expenfivc wars of Edward III. we might 
be apt to infer, that the recited deftry&ion of the 

« From the value of the foundy or twenty (hillings in pre- 
sent money, as eftablilhed by Edward I. in 1300, there were 
deducted by Edward III. in die 18th of his reign, 4/. 1 1 ^/.^, 
and in the 2pth of his reign 9 ^/.| more; fo that there had 
been taken no lefs than five ihillings and nine -pence from the 
ilandard pound, as fettled u[M 300, of £,2. 17/. 5^/. 

iHarris on Coins, part ii. ch. 1, 

^ By the 5th ELlchard 11,^ 

peftilcnc^. 
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pcftflcnce was merely a pretence to palliate mo- 
ti ves of avarice, or to juftify the rigours of oj^ref- 
fion. 

On the other hand,. Doftor Mead aflures us, 
tjiat the greatcft mortality, which has happened ia 
later ages, was about the middle of the four- 
teenth century 5 when the pk^e that feized Eng-*' 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, in 1349, is faid tb 
have difpeopled the earth of more than half of ipi 
inhabitants*. The Commons petitioned, during 
the Parliament t of 1364, that, in confideratipa 
of the preceding peftilence, the King would aUow 
perfons, who held lands of him in chief^ tp let 
leafes without a licence, as had been lately prac- 
tifed, till the country were become more populous 
From the a3d of Edward L when the cities and 
boroughs are faid to have been firft formally fum-^ 
moned to Parliament, to the demife of Ed ward I V^ 
the ftieriffs often returned, ^hat there were not 
cities or boroughs in their counties ^ whence reprejenta^ 
tiver could be Jent. This form of expreflion Doc- 
tor Brady J has very juftly explained to mean. 
That the towns were fo depopulated ^nd poor, 
as to be unable to pay the accuftomed expences 
of delegates. The truth of that reprefentation, 
and of this commentary, feems to be confirmed by 

* DiicoiiHe concerning Peft. Contag. p. 2^1^—5. 
f Cott. Abt* of Records, p. 97, 
% Of BoroDghs, p. I25> &c» 

a law 
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a law of Henry \^I. *; which recites, That wherr,^ 
in feme towns, two hundred perfons lived by their 
lawful labours, now they are occupied by two or 
three hcrdfmcn, and the refiduc fall into idlenefs^ 
And, fronn the foregoing fafts we may furely infer,^ 
that there muft have been a great paucity of peo-- 
ple in £ngland, during thofe good- old times ^ at leafl:^ 
towards the. cOnclufion of the celebrated reign of 
Edward III. 

From incontrovertible evidence w« can now 
#ftablifli the whole nunnber of inhabitants, at that 
epoch, withHifficient exaftnefs to anfwer all the 
practical purpofes of the ftatefman, and even ta 
fetisfy all the fcrupulous doubts of the fceptic. A 
poll-tax of four-pence, having been impofed by the- 
Parliament of the 51ft of Edward III. (1377) on 
every feypcrfon, as well male as female, o{ fourteen' 
years and' upwards, real mendicants only excepted,' 
there remains an official return of the perfons wha 
paid the tax, in each county, city, and town, which' 
has been happily prefervedf. And, from this 

JuhfJy^ 

• 4th Henry VI r. ch. 19; which is publiflied in the Ap-. 
jcndix 10 Pickeriiig's Statutes, vol. xxUi. 

f This record, fo inftrudive as to the (late of England at 
the demifc of Edward III. was laid before the Antiquar}'^ Sc- ' 
cicty, in December 1784, by Mr. Topham of the Papcr- 
PfKce ; a genileman, vvhofe curious refcarcfa, with regard to 
the jurifprudcnce and hiftory of his country, a3 weU as copi- 
municaiivc difpoiiiion, merits the greatcft praife. Mr. Top- 
ham obfcrved, that the fum collefted, in confequence of the 
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jkhfiiy^pll it appears j that the lay perfons, who 
paid the before -•mentioned poll-tax,, amounted 

to - - - - - - . ii367>^39* 

When we have afcertained what proportion- the 
perfons paying bore to the whole ^ we fliall be able 
to forrn a fufficient eftimate of the total popula- 
tion. It appears from the table formed by Doc- 
tor Halley^ . according to . the Breflaw bif ths and 
t.b.urials; from the. Northampton Table j from the 
Norwich Table ; and from the . Loudon table, 
conftrudted by Mr. Simpfon,; z,% Ki^^i'^. Tables are 
publifhed by Doftor P.ris:(e*i Tl>^t the perfons ac 
any time living under fourteen ycar^ of. age are a 
•good deal fc>yec..ihah one-tbifd pf. the. cp-exifring 
lives. And the lay perfons, who paid the tax in 
1377, muft confcquently have been a gocd ideal 
more than two-thirds of the whole. , . 
But, fince there may have been omif- 

fions of the perfons paying - 1,367,239 

Add a half - - - - 683,619 



2,050,858 

fUbfidy of I377» being jT. 22,607. ts. Sd. contained only 
* #3 56,4^88 groats, which ought to have been the amount of 

- thofc who were fourteen years of age and upwards* But I 
%ave chofeA to flate the number of perfons, who are mentioned 

'in the roll as having paid, in each county and town> amount- 
ing to if^Sytt^g, though the total midakingly added on the 
i-ccord is 1,376,442. 

♦ Obferv. on RercrC Payments, voK li. p. 35—6, 39—40. 

Add 
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JBroughtover - 2>d5o,8j]| 

Add the number of beneficed clergy 

paying the tax • * - 15*229 
And the ncMi-beneficed clergy - ^3>93^ 



«w* 



2p8o>oi9 
But Wales, not being included in this 

rolI> is placed on a footing with 

Yorklhire *, at •. - * I96^56€l 

Chefhire and Durham> having had 
their own receivers, do not ^peaf 
on the roll ; the fiift is ranked with 
Cornwall, at - * « ST^>4it 

The lecond with Nc^humberland, at 25^213 



•4m 



The whole people of England and 
Wale* * * - * iiSSSt'^oS 

♦ from fiavchant's Table (in his lEflay on Ways and 
Means, p. 76I') it appears, that Wales paid a much ftxaller 
fam to the poll-tax of the ift of William and Mary^ to the 
quarterly poll, and indeed to every other tax, and contained 
a much lower number of houfes, according to the hearth-booki 
of Lady-day 1690, than Yorkfhire. It was giving a very largd 
allowance to W^es, when this country was placed on an equality 
With Yorkfhire, which paid, in 1377, for 131,940 lay perfons^ 
The population of Chefhire and Durham was fettled upon 
fimilar principles ; and is equally flated in the text at a me^ 
dium rather too high. So that, as far as we can credit thii 
authentic record, in refpeft to the whole number of lay per- 
Ions upwards of fourteen years of age, we mufl believe, that 
this kIngdcMn contained at the demife o^ Edward III. about 
! TWO MILLIONS, three hundred and fifty-three thoufand fbuls^ 
faiaking a reafonable allowance for the ufual omiffioB» of tax- 
able perfons^ 

w* 
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Wc can now build upon a rocks having before tis 
proofs, which are almoft equal in certainty to aftual 
enumerations. Yct,whatapi6lure of public mifrulc^ 
and private mifeiy, does the foregoing ftatennent 
dilplay, during an unhappy period of three hun- 
dred years ! We here behold the power&l ope- 
ration of thofe raufes of depopulation, which Do6^ 
tor Campbel coUeftcd, in order tQ fupport his hy^ 
pothefis of a decreafing population^ in finJal fitnfs^ 
But, were we to admit, that one-half of the pcpplc 
had been carried off by the defolating plague of 
^349j *s Doftor Mead fuppofesj or cvtk ouav 
diird, as Mr. Hunie reprefents with greater pro- 
batxlity; we fhould find abundant reafon |t> ad- 
mire the folidity of Lord Hale's argument, ift 
favour of a progreffivc population j beq^ thk 
circumftaHce would alone evince, that ijicre had 
been, in that long effluxion of time, a cqiiiiderable 
increafc of numbers, during various yeain 4f 
Jiealthiaeis, and in different ^ges of traqa^^iUiqi^ 
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C H A P. II. 

^ne Population in the principal "Towns of England^ 
during 137?. — RefleSlions. — The Populou/nefs^ 
Conmid'cr^ Policy i and Power of England— front 

that Ipocb to the Acceffion of Elizabeth. 

» 

TH E truth of Lord Hale's coriclufion, with 
regard to a progrcflive increafc of people, 
.^©uld appear (till more evident, if we were tb 
ifornri a comparifon between the notices of Domef- 
day bock and the ftatements of the Subfidy-roU 
.before -nncntioned, which would Ihow a much 
inferior populoufnefs, foon after the Conqueft^ in 
.1077, than at the demife of Edward, in 1377. 
Wc fhall certainly find additional proofs, and pcf- 
haps fome amufcment, from taking a view of the 
population of our principal towns, as they were 
found, and are rcprefented by the tax-gatherers, iii 

J377- 

London paid for - 23,314 lay perfbns; and 

contained confequently about - 34,97 1 fouls. 

York for - - 7,248 - 10,872 

Briftol for - - 6,345 - 9>5i7 

Plymouth for - 4*837 - 7*255 

Coventry for -4*817 - 7*225 

Norwich 
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Norwich* for 


3>9S^ - 


5,928 


Lincoln for 


3>+i2 * 


5,118 


Sarum (Wilts) for - 


3yai6 - 


4,83^ 


Lynn for 


3.127 . 


4,690 


Colchefter for 


^>95i " 


4>A-3'^ 


Beverley for 


2,663 - 


3,994 


Newcaftle on Tync for 


^,647 - 


3,970 


Canterbury for 


^.574 - 


3,86 1 


St. Ednriondfbury for 


2,442 - 


■3>^^3 


Oxford for 


2,357 - 


3>S3S 


Glocefter for 


2,239'- 


3>358 


Leiccfter for 


2,101 ' <^ 


3r^S^ 


Salop for * 


2,082 


3>i23 



The foregoing are the only towns, which, ia 
1 377, paid the poll-tax of a groat for jnore than two 
thoufand lay perfons, of fourteen years of age and 
upwards. And thdir inconfiderablenefs exhibits a 
marvellous depopulation in the country, and a la-, 
mentable want of manufaftures, and of commerce, 
every where, in England. The ftate of Scotland 
was ftill more wretched with regard to all thefe. 
Domefday Book rcprefents our cities to have been 
little fupcripr to villages, at the Conqueftf, and 

* Dr. Price talked of Norwich having been a great city 

Jbnngrly. 'fhe Domefday Book ihews fufikiently' the diininu-> 

tivenefs of our towns in 1077: and Mr, Topham's Subfidy 

Roll puts an end to conje6lure with regard to the populoufneii 

of any of them anterior to 1377. 

f See Brady on Boroughs. 

C much 
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much more inconjidepable than they certainly wcre#: 
at the deoiife of Edward III. . 

The informations of contemporary writers wbuld> 
ncvcrthelcfs, lead, us to confider thole early reigns 
as times of overflowing populoulhefs.. Amidit all 
that depopulation, Edward III. is faid to have fud- 
dcnly coUefted, ijri 1360, a hundred thouland men, 
nvhom he tranfportcci in eleven hundred vcffek to 
France *. It did not, however, cfcape thc,iagacity 
of Mr. Hume, when he rcfledted on the Wgh pay 
of the foldiers, that the numerous armies, 'which 
are mentioned by the hiftorians of thofe days, con- 
fifted chiefly of raggamufiins, who followed the ' 
camp for plunder. In 1382, the rebels, fays Da- 
niel t, fuddcnly marched towards London, under 
Wat. Tyler, and Jack Straw, and mulfered on 
Blackheath fixty thoufaod ftrong, or, as others fay> 
an hundred thoufand. In 1415, Henry V. m- 
yaded France with a fleet of fixteeh hundred ftilj, 
and fifty riioufand combatants, who not long after 
Won. the glorious battle of Azincourt. Our hiftory 
is filled with fuch inftances of vaft armies^ which 
had been haflily levied for temporary enterprizes : 
jet, we ought not thence to infer, that the country 
was overftocked with inhabitants. This truth is 
extremely apparent from the flatute of the 9th 
Henry V. which recites, " That whereas, at the 

* Ander. Chcron* Ac. of Com. v. i. p. 191. 
f Hiftory of Richard, in Kennct, p. 245. 
X And. Chrou. Ac. of Com. v. L p. 245. 

" making 
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^ making' of the aft of Ae 14th of Edwatd III. 
(1340) there were fufficient of proper men 
in each county to execute every office ; but that, 
owing to peftilence and wars, there are not now 
'* (1421) a fufficiency, of rcfponfible perfons to 
« ad as (heriffs, coroners, ahd efcheators/* The 
laurels, which Were gained by Henry V. are well 
known, fays the learned obferver on the ancient 
ftatutes ; but he hath left us> in the preamble of 
one of his ftatiites^ mofl: irrefragable proof, that 
they were ndt obtained, biit at the deareft price, 
fi^ depopulation of the country;. , 

The facility, with which grieat bodies of men 
were coUcftedj in thofe early ages, exhibits, then, 
for our inftrudtionj a piftwre of manners, idle and 
licentious j and Ihews only, for our comfort, that 
the moft numerous clafles of mankind cxifted in a 
condition, which is not to be envied by thofe, who, 
in better times, enjoy either health, or eafe. 

The period from the acceflion of Henry IV. in 
1399, to the proclamarion of Henry VII. in 1485, 
may be regarded as the moft difaftrous in our latter 
annals I becaufe^ a civil war^ remarkable for the 
inveteracy of the leaders, and for the wafte of the 
people, began with the one event> and ended with 
the other. Dodor Campbel has collc£l;ed the va^ 
rious circumftnmes of depopulation i tending to prove, 
that the number of inhabitants, which) before' the 
bloody contefts between the Lancaftrians and 
Vorkifts began, had been already much leffened. 
Was in the end greatly reduced, by a feries of the 
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inoft deftniftive calamities. The monumentt of 
more fettled times were demolifhedj the coun- 
try was laid wafte ; cities funk into towns, while 
towns dwindled into villages : and univerfal defb- 
lation is faid to have enfucd. Nor, was the condi-* 
tion of the country much meliorated^ by the re- 
cftablifhment of domeftic quiet. . If, indeed, wc 
could implicitly credit the recitals of the laws of 
Heniy VII. we fhould find fufRcient evidence. 
That great defolations daily do increafc, by pull- 
ing down and wilful wafte of houfes and towns, 
and by laying to pafture lands which cuftomably 
'* have been ufed in tillage." 

An important change had certainly taken place 
tnean while, in the condition of the great body 6f 
the people, which fortunately promoted their hap- 
pinefs, and which confequently proved favourable 
to the propagation of the fpecies. 

There exifted in England, at the Conquefl:, no 
fi-ee hands, or freemen, who worked for wages; 
fince the fcanty labour of times, warlike and unin- 
duftrious, w^s wholly performed by villains, or by 
flaves. The latter, who compofed a very nume- 
rous clafs, equally formed an objedl of foreign 
trade, for ages after the arrival of the Conqueror, 
who only prohibited the fale of them to infidels*. 
But the jlaves had happily departed from the land 
before the reign of Henry III. This we may in- 
fer from the law declaring, in 1225, ^^ How men 

» Dr. Henry's Hiftor/ of Great Britain, vol. ii, p. 479-^0. 
X ''of 
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*^ of aU forts Jhall be amerced^** : and it only 
nicntions villains, freemen, (though probably not 
in the modern fenfe), merchants, barons, earls, and 
men 6f the church. Another order of men is al- 
luded to rather than mentioned, during the fame 
feflion ; whom we Ihall find, in after times, rifing 
to great importance, from their numbers and opu- 
lence. And a woollen manufafture, having al- 
ready increafed to that ftage of it when frauds 
begin, was regulated by the adt f , which required, 
*•' ^here Jhall be but qm meafure thrcugbout the 
*' realm.** , 

Yet, this manufacture continued inconfiderable, 
dyring the warlike reign of Edward I. and the 
turbulent adminiftration of his immicdiate fuccef- 
for, if we may judge from the vaft exportations of 
-wool. 

The year 1331 marks the firft arrival of Wal- 
loon manufafturers, when Edward III. wifely de- 
termined to invite foreigner3 into England J, to 
inftru6t his fubjeft;5 in the ufeflil arts. As early 
as the Parliament of 1337, ^ was enafted. That 
no YiooX ftiould be exported i that no one fhould 
wear any but Englifli cloth ; that no clothes made 
beyond feas fhould be imported; that foreign 
clothworkers might come into the king's domi- 
nions, and fhould have fuch franchifes as might 

• 9 Henry III. ch. 14. 
f 9 Henry III, ph. 25. 
I And. Chron. Ac. of Com. v, i. p. 162. 
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fufficethcm. This may be confidercd as one 6[ 
the firft ftatutes, which gave commercial efficaqr 
to the mercantile (yftem. 

Before this time, lays De Wit*, when the tu- 
mults of the manufedhirers in Flanders obliged 
them to feek fhelter in other countries, the EngUQx 
were little more than fhepherds and wool-fellCTS. 
From this epoch, manufaftures became often the 
objefts of Icgiflation, and the fpirit of induftry will 
be found to have promoted gready the ftate of 
population, and to have augmented conli^ei^bly 
the opulence of all ranks of tnen. 

The ftatutes of labourers of 1349 and 135Q 
demonftrate, that a confiderable change had taken 
place in the condition and purfiiits of the moft 
numerous clafles. During feveral reigns after 
the Conqueft, men laboured, becaufe they were 
flaves. For fome years before thefe regulations of 
the price of work, 'men were engaged to labour, 
from a fenfe of their own freedom, and of their 
own wants. It was the ftatutes of labourers f, 
which, adding the compulfion of law to the calls 
of neceflity, created oppreffion for ages, while they 
ought to have given relief. It is extremely difficult 
to afcertain the time when villainage ceafed in Eng- 

• Intcreft of Holland. 

f See the 1 2th Richard II, ch. 3, 4, 5, 6, 9. By thefe, 
no artificer, labourer, fervant, or viftuallcr, fhali depart from 
one hundred to another, without licence under the kings feal. 
Tllcfe laws, fays Anderfon, are fufficient proofs of the flavifh 
condition of the common fervants in thofe times (138S). 

land. 
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Iftit!^ ^ even to trace its decline. The Edwards, 
during the prcflure of their foreign conquefts, 
certainly manumitted iiiany of their villains for 
money. Owing to the previous fewnefs of inha- 
bitants> the numerous armies, which for almod 4 
century defolatjed the nation amidft our civil wars, 
muft have been neceflarily compofed of the l6wer 
ranks : and we itiay reafonably {uppofe, that the 
men, who had becrt brought from the drudgeries 
of flavery to contend as foldiers, for the honour of 
nobles and the rights of kings, would not readily 
Tclinquifli- the honourable fword for the meaner 
ploughfhare. The church, even in the darkefl: 
ages, laudably remonftrated againft the unchriftian 
pra<5tic« of holding fellow- men in bondage.' The 
courts of juftice did not willingly enforce the 
mafter's claim to the fervitudc of his villains, till, 
in the progrefs of knowledge, intereft difcovered, 
that the purchafed labour of freemen was more 
prqduftive than the lifllefs and ignoble toil of 
flaves. Owing to thofe caufes, there were cer- 
tainly few villains in England at the acceflion of 
Henry VII.*i and the great body of the people, 
having thus gained greater freedom, and with it 
greater comfort, henceforth acquired the nume- 

* The ftatute of 23 Henry VI. chap, iz. mentions only 
fervantSf artiiicerfi^ workmen, and labourers; and there is a 
diilindlion made between huibandry fervants and domeftic 
fervants. Yet villains are fpoken of> even in our courts of 
juftice, though feldom> as late as the time of James I. 

C 4 rous 
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rous blei&ngs, which every where refult 60111 AH 
orderly adminiftration of eftaWilhed government. 

During almoft a century, before the accefllon of 
Henry VIL in 1485, the manufa£turers of wool, 
.with their attendant artificers, had fixed the feats of 
their induftry in every county in England. The 
principle of the aft of navigation had been intro- 
duced into our legiflation as early as 1381, by 
the law declaring*, *' That none of the king's 
** fljbjefts fhall carry forth, or bring in merchan- 
^' dizes, but only in ihips of the king's allegiance,? 
The fiflieries too had been encouraged f. Agrii- 
culturc had been moreover promoted, by the law 
which declared J, *^That all the king's fubjefts 

may carry corn out of the realm when they 

will." And guilds, fratemilies, 2Lnd other compa-- 
mes, having foon after their creation impofed mo- 
nopolizing reftraints, were correfted by a law of 
Henry VI. §j though our legiflators were not very 
fteady, during an unenlightened age, in the appli- 
cation of fo wife a policy. 

In reading the laws of Edward IV. we think 
ourfelves in modern times, when the fpirit of the 
mercantile fyftem was in its full vigour, before it 
had been fo perlpicuoufly explained and fo ably 

♦ 5 Richard II. ch. 3,-6 Richard, ch. 8. 

f By 6 Richard II. ch. 11, 12. 

J 17 Richard 11. ch. 7, 

§ 15 Hen, VI. ch. 6. 

exploded. 
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explpded *. It is however in the laws f of Ri- 
chard III. that we fee more clearly the commercial 
ftate of England, during the long period, whereia 
the Englifli people were unhappily too much en- 
gaged in king-makings In thoje inaufpicious tnne$ 
was the trade of England chiefly carried on by Ita- 
lians, at leait by merchants irom the Ihores of the 
Mediterranean. The manu&fturei's were com- 
pofed moltly of Flemings, who, under the encou- 
ragement of Edward III. had fled from the diftrac- 
tions of the Netherlands, for repofe and employ- 
ment in ' England, And, the preamble of one of 
Richard's laws J, will fiirniflj a convincing propf 
that their numbers had given great difcontent to 
the Englifli people : " Moreover, a great number 
*' of artificers and other ftrangcrs, not born under 
*' the kmg's obeifance, do daily refort to London, 
*' and to other cities, boroughs, and towns, and 
** much more than they were wont to do in times 
^* paft, and inhabit by themfelves in this realm, 
^* with their wives, children, and houfehold ; and 
** will not take upon them any laborious occupa- 
'^ tion, as going to plough and cart, and odier like 
^* bufinefs, but ufe the making of cloth, and other* 
handicrafts and eafy occupations; and bring from 
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» By Dr, Smith's Eflay on the Wealth of Nations. 

t i Richardlll. ch. 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13. 

X I Richard III. ch. ^. But Henry VII. upon thefuppU^ 
cation of the Italian merchants, repealed the greater part of t^is 
law, which impofed rcftraints on aliem ; yet retained the for- 
feitures inco/'red; in the true ipirit of his avsg-icious goveri)- 
ipcnt, ' '■ ■* 
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^ the parts beyond the fea great fubftancc tit'wkttn ' ' 
*• and merchandizes to fairs and markets, and other 
•* places, at their plcafure, to the impoveriflwncnt. 
•• of the king's fubjefts; and will only take iiito 

their icrvice people born in their own countries; 

whereby the king's fbbjedh, for lack of occupa- 
•' tron, f^ into idlenefs and vicious living, to the 
•* great perturbance of the realm."— All this was' 
dircfted otherwife by Henry VII. though probably 
without much fiiccefs, ^ xipon the petition made of 
" the Commohs of England.'* In the prcfent 
times, h is* perhaps die wifeft policy, neither to en- 
courage foreigners to vomey nor to drive them away. 

When manufa^rers have been dioroughly fet- 
tled, nothing more is wanting to promote the 
wealth and populoufnefs of a country from their 
labour, than the proteftion of their property and 
freedom; by the impartial adminiftration of jus- 
tice; while their frauds are repreffed, and their 
combinations prevented, by doing equal right to 
every order in the ftate. 

The policy of Henry VII. has been praifed^by 
hiftorians fully equal to its worth. Anderfon re- 
lates *, that this prince, " finding the woollen ma- 
^ nufaftures declining, drew over fome of the bed 
" Netherland clothm.akers, as Edward III. had 
** done 150 years before." This, is probably faid 
without authority; fince the law of the preceding 
reign, concurring with the temper of the times, did 

* Chron. Ace. of Com. v. L p. 306. 

not 
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tiot-pfermit the cafy execution of fb unpopular a 
inealure. Henry VII. Kkc his two immediate 
predcccffors, turned the attention of the Parlifti* 
tnent to agriculture and manufafture, to commerce 
and navigation, becaufe he found the current of 
the nation il fpirit already running toward all thefc 
falutary objefts: hence, fays Lord Bacon*, it was 
no hard matter to difpofc and afFcft the Parliament 
in this bufinefs. And the legiflature enacted % 
variety of laws, -which that illuftrious hiftorian cx* 
plains, with his ufual perfpicuity f ; all tendings 
fays he, in their wife policy, towards tbepcfulaiion 
afparentlyy and the military forces of the realm cer^ 
tainly. • 

That monarch's meafures for breaking the op- 
prcffive power of the nobles ; for facilitating the 
alienation of lands; for keeping within reafow^k 
bounds the bye4aws of corporations ; and, above all, 
<for fupprpfling the numerous bodies of men, who 
•were then retained in the fervice of the great ; all 
thefe defcrve the highclJ: commendation, becaufe 
they were attended with efFcfts, as lading as they 
were efficacious. 

It may be however doubted, whether his pid- 
dling huflbandry of petty farms, which has been 
oftentatioufly praifed by Doftor Price, can pro- 
duce a fufficiency of food for a manufadhiring 
country, or even prevent the too frequent returns 

* Hiftory of Henry VII. 

f Ilidory in Kennet, v. i. p. $<^-— 7« 

of 
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;Of hminc. Agriculture mud be praftiled .as a 
trade, before it can fupply fupcrabundance. Ccr^ 
ttin it is ♦, that till the reign of Henry VIII, wc 
,Jiad in England no carrots, turnips, cabbages, -nor 
Iliads i and few of the fruits, which at prefent or- 
JUmenr our gardens, and exhilarate our tables. 

The fpirit of improvement, however, which had 
taken deep root, before the acceffion of Henry 
VIIL continued to fend forth vigorous flioots^ 
during his rdgn. This we might infer from the 
frequent proclaniadons againft the pradice of in^ 
cIo;^ng, w/iich was laid to create « ^iicay of buf-^ 
h^mtky. On the other hand, a (brute was cnaAed 
to enforce the fowing of flax-feed and hemp. The 
nation \% reprefented to hanit bfen avit^nm hy foreign 
Mfitmf^urers^ whof^ fuperior diligence and oeco- 
jtomy occafioned popular tumults. While the 
kingdom was gradually fil|ing widi pcpplc, it was 
the yearly pradbice to grant money to repair towns, 
^hich were fuppofed to be falling into ruins. Yti^ 
the numerous laws, that were enadled by the Par- 
li;4incnts of Henry VIII. for the paving of ftrcet?, 
in various cities and villages, prove how much in- 
dull ly hiul pained ground of idlenefsi how much 
c»pulrncc began to prevail over penury i and hoyr 
far a dciirc of comfort had fucceedcd to the lan- 
pours of ilotli. Thus much might indeed be diC- 
covered, from the numerous laws, which werir, 
ifuring this pciiod, pafled, for giving a monopoly of 

* And. Chron. Com. v. i.p. 338. 

manufa6lurc 



fnaftofiEfture to difFerent towns; and which prove^' 
that a great aftivity prevailed, by the frequent dc- 
firc of felfifh enjoyment, contrary to the real inuc- 
reft of the tradefmen thennfelvcs. 
. The ftatutc, however, which limited the? intetdlk 
of money to lo per cent, -demonftrates, that much 
ready money had not yet Jbeen brought into the 
coffers of lenders i while a great number of bor^ 
rowers defired to augment their wealth, .by em- 
jilbying the money of others in. the operations of 
trade. The kings of England, both before and 
afte)- thij ^poch; -borrowed large fums in Genoa, 
and the Netherl^hds. A parliamentary debate^ o£^ 
the year 152J dxhibits a lively pifture of the opi- 
nions, that, were Bt this^ time entertained, as to «r- 
mlation, which, in modern times, has fo great an 
efFeft on the- ftrength of nations. A fupply jof 
eight hundred JthouJand pounds being alked by 
Cardinal Wolf^ifc^f the French war. Sir Tho- 
mas More, the Spieaker of the Commons^ cndca-' 
voured to convince the Hotj/e, That it was not mtub,] 
on this occafion^ to fay four Jhillings in the poundm 
But to this die Commons objedted. That though 
true it was forac perfons were well monicd, yet, 
in general, the fiftii part of mens* goods was not 
in plate or money, but in ftock or cattle; and that 
to pay away all thdr coin would alter the whole 
intercourfe of things, and there would be • a flop, 
in all traffick; and confequently the (hipping of 
the kir^dom would decay. To this grave objec- 
tion, it was however gravely anfwered. That the 
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morxf dog^t not to be accounted as loft; <ff fakeH 
ftway,. but only as transferred into other kands: e£ 
dieir kindred or nation; fo that no more was 
about to be done thaa we fee ordinarily in mar« 
ketSj where, though the money change mafters, 
yeet every one is accommodated. Nor need you 
fear this fcarcenefi of money ; the intercourfe of 
things being fo eftabiifhed diroi^out the woiid^ 
that thfre is a perpetual circulatton of aU that can it 
ftecejfarj to mankind.^ Thus your commodities will- 
ever find out money ; while our own merchant*^ 
wiU be as glad of your com and cattle^ as you c^ti 
be of any thing they can bring you *- 

Such is the argument of Sir Thomas More f 
who has thus left a proof to pofterity of how 
much he knew» with regard to modern oeconomy, 
without jthe atid of modern experience. Ko one at 
prefent can more clearly explain the marveUou^; 
accommodation of money, whcsn quickly pafled 
from hand to hand, or the great facility in raifing: 
public fupplies, when every one can cafily con- 
vert his property, cither fixed or moveable, intt> 
the metals, which are the commodious meafure 
of ail things. And this is circulofioHj of which we 
fliall hear fo much in later times ; and which creates^ 
fo momentous a fbcngth, whfcn it exifts in full 
vigour ; yet leaves, when it difappcars, fo great a^ 
debility. 

f Lord Herbert's lliftory of Hpnry VIII. in Kcnnst, v. ii^ 
P- 55- 
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. But the fuppreflion of monafteries, .and the re-* 
formaiion of religion, are the mtafures of Henrjr 
VIII/s reign> which were attended with, confc- 
quencea the . moft happy and tte moft lafting^ 
fifty thonfand pcrfons are faid to. have been main- 
tained in the convents pf England and Wales, who 
were thus forced into the a6Hve employments of 
life. And a, hundred and fifty thpuiand perfons 
are eqiually fuppofcd to have been reft rained, froijat 
marriage*, which can alone produqe effeftivc 
populations^ 

While the. numbers of our people were thus^ 
augmented from various fources,. Edward VI. is 
faid to have brought over, in i^^^y. many ihoufands 
of foreign manufadturers, who gready improved 
ouj; own fabriqks of various kinds. Yet, they 
were npt invited into a country, where the lower 
orders were even then very ,free, or very happy. 
The a^t fi^ the punijbment of vagabonds and the, 
relief of the poor, recites, *^ Forafmuch as idlenefe 
^^ and vagabondrie is the mother of all thefts and 
" other- mifchiefs, and the multitude of people 
given thereto has been always here, within this 
kingdom, very great, and more in number than 
in other regions, to d>e great impQyerifliment of 
*' the realm." This law therefore enafted. That 
if any perlbn ihaU bring before two juliices any 
runagate fervant, or any other which liveth idly 

* And. Chron. Com. v.. i. p. 36S. 
' t r Edwaitl VI. ch. 3. 
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^ {',2cc of three days, the fame 
•nr :'^d idle and loitering fcr- 
.^ -- be marked on the brcaft 
T bv a hot iron, and fhall ad- 
i u^ to the perfon who brought 
;*- r2ufe him to work, by beating, 
*:ie- The unenlightened makers 
;. ,wrrjl aft of legiflatioit became foon 
.i. is to repeal the law, which thejr 
..hc never ftiade. And were it not, that 
.:b/ condition of the country, and the 
relinking of the higher drders, in 1547, 
wiAout much lofs, be expunged from 

.^ :u:i:cc book. 

L<xit :'k legiflators of this reign were more happy 
a !OiiK* other of their laws. They reftored t^e 
hcuce of treafons of Edward III. ; they cncoi^ 
rugeil the fiflicrics to Iceland, to Newfoundland, \ 
and to Ireland. They inflifted penalties on the *• 
!ellers of viftuals, who were not content with rea- 
fonable profit, and on artificers and labourers, con- 
Ipiring the time and manner of their work. As 
" great incoirvenienciesy not meet to be rehearjedy had 
" followed of compelled chajlityy* all pofitive laws 
againft the marriage of priefts were repealed. 
Manufaftures were encouraged, partly by pro- 
curing the materials at the cheapeft rate, but ftill 
more by preventing frauds. And agriculture was 
promoted by means of inclofing, which is faid to 
have given rife to Ket's rebellion in 1549. This 
event alone fufficiendy proves, that the people 

had 
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had confiderably incrcafed, btit had not yet applied 
fteadily to labour. 

While the abfurd praftiee continued, during the 
reign of Mary, of promoting manufaftures by 
monopoly, inftead of competition, one law alone 
appears to have been attended with effefts, conti- 
nual and falutary. It is the aft* ^^ for the mend- 
" ing of highways j" being now^ fays the law, 
*' both very noifome and tedious to travel in, and 
'' dangerous to paffengers and carriages/* I'he 
firft effort of Englifh legiflation, on a fubjeft fo 
much connefted with the profperity of every peo- 
ple, is the a£t of Edwatd L for enlarging the 
breadth of highways from one market town to 
another. This law, which was enafted in 1285, 
was however intended rather to prevent robbery, 
than to promote facility in travelling. The roads 
of particular diftrifts were amended by feveral laws 
of Henry VIII. But this aft of Philip and Mary is 
the firft general law, which obliged every parifli, by 
four days labour of its people, to repair its 
own roads. The reign of Charles II. merits the 
praife of having firft eftablifhed turnpikes -, where^ 
by thofe, who enjoy the benefits of eafy convey- 
ance, contribute the neceffary expence^ Yetj 
tvhen Cowley retired from the burn of men to 
Chertfey, in 1665, he thence invited Sprat to en- 
joy the pleafures of St. Annex's Hill, by telling 
him, thai be might Jleep tbe firft night at Hampton 
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Twm: A poet of the prcfent day would invite 
his friend at London, by faying, tbut be migla eafilf 
fttp into the coachj and ccme down to bretd^afi. Even 
in the fubfequent age, when Sir Francis Wrong- 
head was chofcn into Parliannentj we hear of much 
preparation for his journey to town, and of many 
accidents by the way, owing to the badnefs of the 
roads: A parliament -man, at prefent, fends to the 
next ftage for poft-horfes, when there is a call of 
the houfe, and arrives in Wcftminfter from any 
diitance, at any hour. 
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C H A P; IjiL 

^bt State of England at the Act^ion of EHza,betbi^^ 
Her Laws. — The Numbers of PeopUi during ber 
Reign. — Her Strength. — TbePoiig and Power of 
the two JubJequMt Reigns. — The State of England 
at the Rejt oration. — "The Number (f People at tb& 
Revolution^ — R^eSions. 

BEFORE the commertcemerlt of Ih6 cele- 
brated reign of Elizabeth^ a confiderabl(^ 
change had doubdefs taken place in our policy^ 
and in the numbers of ouf peopk. Agriculture, 
manufa(5tures, fiiheries, comnierce^ diftant voyagesi 
had all been begun, and made foixie prdgrefs, from 
the (pirit that had already been ihcitedi Yet, fo 
litde opulence had been hitherto accumulated by 
the peopk of England, that fhe w^, on her ac-i 
ceflion, obliged to borrow feveral very fmall fums 
of money in Flanders, which had grown rich bj^ 
its induftry. From f hat epoch, however, England 
profpered gready during the domeftic tranquillity 
of a fteady government, through half a century, as 
well as afterwards, from the example of economy 
and prudence, of aftivity and vigour, which Eliza* 
beth, on all occafions, fet before her fubjefts. 
The aft of Elizabeth* containing orders fbr 

• j Eliz, ch. 4« 
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artificers y labourers j Jervants cf bufiandrj^ and af^ 
prentices J merits confidcration ; becanfe wc may 
learn from it the ftate of the country. ViUains^ 
we fee, from this enumeration^ had ceafed, before 
1562, to be cbjefts of legiflation. And wc may 
perceive from the recital, ** That the wages and 
*' allowances, rated in former ftatutes, are in divers 
places too fmall, and not anjwerable to this time, 
refpe6ting the advancement cf all things^ belonging 
*^ to the faid fervants and labourers," — a favour- 
able change had taken place in the fortunes of this 
numerous clafs. This law, as far as it requires 
apprentice (hips, ought to be repealed; becaufe its 
tendency is to abridge the liberty of the fubjeft, 
and to prevent competition among workmen. 

The fame oblervation may be applied to the 
aft " againft the ereding of cottages *.'* If we 
may credit the affertion of the legiflature, ** great 
" multitudes of cottages were daily more and more 
** increafing, in many parts of this realm." This 
ftatemcnt evinces an augmentation of people : 
yet, the execution of fuch regulations, as this law 
contains, by no means promotes the ufeful race of 
husbandry fervants. 

The principle of the poor laws, which may be 
faid to have originated in this reign, as far as it 
neceffarily confines the labourer to the place of his 
birth, is at once deftruftive of freedom, and of the 
true interefts of a manufafturing community, that 

* 13 Eliz. ch. 7, 

can 
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can alone be efFeftually promoted by competition ; 
which hinders the rife of wages among workmen^ 
and promotes at once the goodnefs and cheapnefs 
of the manufafture. 

A few falutary laws were doubtlefs made during 
the reign of Elizabeth* But her legiflation will 
be found not to merit generally much praife. 
Her afts for encouraging manufaftures by mono- 
poly J for promoting trade by prohibition ; and for 
aiding hufbandry, by preventing the export of 
corn, alone juftify this remark. Her regulations, 
for punifhing the frauds, which arlfe commonly 
in manufactures when they are encouraged by mo- 
nopoly, merit commendation. 

Having thus Ihewn the commenceme;it of an 
increafing population, amidft famines and war, 
and traced a confiderable progrefs, during ages of 
healthfulnefs and quiet, it is now time to afcertain 
the precife numbers, which probably exifted in 
England towards the end of Queen Elizabeth's 



reign. 



From the documents which ftill remain in the 
Mufeumy it is certainly known, that very accurate 
accounts were often taken of the people, by the 
intelligent minifters of that great princefs. Har- 
rifon, who has tranfmitted an elaborate defcrip- 
tion of England, gives us the refult of the mutters 
of 1575, when the number of fighting men was 
found to be — — 1,17^,674: 

Adding withalj that it was believed a full third 
|iad been omitted, Notwithftanding the greatnefs 

D 3 ■ ' < 
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of this number, fays Mr. Hume, the fame author 
complains much of the decay of fopuloujhefs ; a yulg^ 
compl^nt, in all ages, and places ♦. Sir Waltcf 
Raleigh however afferts, that there was a general 
review, in 15B3, of all the men in Elngland, ca« 
p^le of bearing arms, who were found to amouni 
to — — t, 172^000 

Here then are two credible evidences to an im- 
portant faft: That, in 1575, or 1583, the fightjng 
men of England, according to ^numeradoitti 
amounted to — — i,i72,ooQr 

Which, if multiplied by 4, would proyc 

the men, women, and children to 

have been — — 4,688^009 

If by 5, would prove them to have 

been — — 5,860,000 

• Hift. vol. Y. p. 4S1.— -vi. p. 179, By endeavouring tt> 
collect every thing that coald throw light on the population of 
Elizabeth's reign, Mr. Hume has bewi!:!ered hjmfelf and his 
reader* Peck has preferved a paper, which, by proving that 
there were mufters in 1 575, confirms Karrlfon's account. 
(Defid. Curlo'*a, t. i. p- 74.] It is a known facl, that there 
was an enumeration of the mariners, i.i 1582, which corre- 
fponds with RaleigVs account. [CiTnpbcrs PoL Survey, v. 1. 
p. 161.] Thai there >*"erc fevoral lur»*e%'s, then, is a fad incon- 
trovertible ; as appears indeed from the Harl. MSS. in Brit. 
Miif. Nos. 411 and 6.^59. The Privy Council having re- 
quired the Bilhops, in July 1565, to certify the number of 
yrtjK.Wi in their ieve al dlocefes, were informed minutely of 
the pardculars of eacr\. Some of the Bifliops returns may be 
fecn in MSS^ Harl. No. 595. Brit. Muf. From the Bifliops 
certificates, as wtU as fiom the 51 Eliz. ch. 7. it appears^ 
that the words fgmiUis and btat/Mds were thea ufed fyno- 
uniOQ&}\ 

Without 
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Without comparing minutely the numbersj 
which wc have sJready found, in 1377, with the 
people, who j:hqs plainly cxifted in 1577, it is ap-» 
parent, that there had been a vail: increafe in the 
intermediate two hundred years. Such then were 
the nuoibers of the fighting noen, and of the in-i 
habitants of England, during the reign of Eliza-, 
bcth : and fuch was the power, while her revenue 
was inconfiderable, wherewith that illuftrious Queen 
defended the independence^of the nation, and Ipread 
wide its renown*. 

But, it is the ardour, with which a people arc 
infpired, more than their numbers, that conftitutes 
their real force. It was the enmity wherewith the 
crmada had infpired England againft Spain, which 
prompted the Englifli people, rather than the 

* The particular number of the cemmunicants and recu- 
fonts, in each diocefe and parifh of England, was certified to 
the Privy Council, by the Bifhops, in 1603.— MSS. Harl. 
Brit. Muf. No. 280. 

And the number of communicants was - 2>057,033 
Ofrecufants - - . - 8,465 



Jn all - 2,065,498 
By the 33d Eliz. chap. i. all perfons upwards of fixteen years 
of age were required to go to church, under the penalty of 
twenty pounds. If the 2,065,498 contained all the perfons, 
both male and female, who were thus required to frequent 
the church, this number would correfpond very well with the 
fighting men lately ftated ; and fhew the people of England 
and Wales to have been between four and five millions, du- 
ring Elizabeth's reign, though approaching nearer to the laft 
number than the firil. 

D 4 EngUih 
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Engliih court, to aid the baftard Don Antonio to 
conquer Portugal : and twenty tboujand volunteers 
engaged in this romantic enterprize, under thofe 
^rnous leaders, Norris, and Drake. — ^An efibrt^ 
which (hewed the manners of the age more than 
its populoufnefs, ended in difappointment, as 
might have been fbrefeen, if enthudafm and rea- 
fon were not always at variance. An alarm being 
given of an invafion by the Spaniards, in 15995 
the Queen equipped a fleet, and levied an army, 
in a fortnight, to oppofe them. Nothing, we are 
told, gave foreigners a higher idea of the power 
of England than this fudden armament. Yet, it 
is not too much to aflcrt, that Lancaihire alone, 
confidering its numerous manufactories, and exten- 
five commerce, is now able to rnake a more fteady. 
exertion *, amidft modern warfare, than the whole 
kingdom in the time of Elizabeth. 

Th? 

• Th^ traders of Liverpool alone fitted out, at the com- 
mencement of the late war with France, between the ?6tJi of 
Auguft J 778 and the 17th of April 1779, ^ hundred and 
twenty privateers, armed each with ten to thirty guns, but 
moftly with fourteen to twenty. From an accurate lift, con- 
taining the name and appointment of each, it appears, that 
thcfe privateers meafured 30,787 tons, carrying 1,986 guns, 
and 8,754. men. The fleet fent againft the armada, in 1588, 
meafured 311985 tons, and was navigated by 15,272 feamen. 
Ar.d, from the efforts of a fingle town we may infer, that the 
private ftiips of war formed a greater force, during the war of 
tlic Colonies, than the nation, with all its unanimity and zeal, 
was able to equip under the potent government of Elizabeth. 
Tjiere was an enumeration, in 1581, of the fhipping and 
*' ' * ■ ' failors 



k 
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The acceflion of James !• was an event aufjj^ 
cious to the profperity and the populoulhels of 
Great Britain. The tranquillity of the Northern 
counties of England^ which it had been the objeft 
of fo many of Elizabeth's laws to fettle, was at 
once reftored: and the two-and-twenty years of 
uninterrupted peace, during his mgn, muft have 
produced the mod lalutary efiedi: on the induftrf 
of the people, while the nei^bouring nations weit^ 
engaged in warfare, thou^ his peaceablenels has 
caft an unmerited ridicule on the King. 

The various laws, which were palled by this 
monarch, for fupprelling die frauds of manufac- 
turers, evince at once, that they had increafed in 
confiderable numbers, and muft have continued 
to increafc. The afts for reformation of alcr 
houfes, and reprefling of drtinkennels, as they 
plainly proceeded from the puritanifm of the time^ 
muft have promoted ibbriety of manners, and at- 
tention to bufmefs. The a£t for the relief and 
regulation of perfons, who were infe£ted with the 
plague, muft have had its efled, in preventing the 
frequent return of this deflxuflivc cviL Domefiic 
induffay was doubdefs promoted by the a£t againft 
monopolies : and foreign commerce was affijredly 
extended by the law, enabling all perfons to trade 
with Spam, Portugal, and France. But, above 

failors of England, which amounted to 72^50 tons, and 
J 4»2^5 mariners. To this ilatement, Dodor Campbel ^ds^ 
That* the Teamen of the ihips regiftered in the port of Lon- 
don, in 1752, weje 2i>797. [PoL Surrey, voL L p. 161.J 
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gil^ cfte ^rlcultural interefts of the nation 
f&fiired by the aft fop confirming the poffeffio* 
#r copyholders -, amJ ftill more, by the law fer the 
feneral qoict of the fiibjed, againft affl pietetices 
•f cformant tiaims on the laiids^ whkrh had dc- 
fBended from remote ancellor» to the dica po^ 
feifi^rs*. Of this^ ialucary kw the prind^ wa5 
wioptcd, and its eScaey criforced^ by a leg^flativc 
iH of the prefent reign* 

A cofnparHbn of the k^^s^ whkh were eaadlec) 
%7 the parliaments of Elizabeth, aod of James^ 
WdcMr leave a iiecided preference to the parKa* 
»cmary leaders of the laft period, both ki wiCt 
AmiyKad kt' psRrlotifm. The private ads of par^ 
Usarmitr in Elizabeth^s time, were niade chieSy to 
in^r^fke ilecd of thofe. who had been attainted 
%j her pfedecefibrs. : the p-ivate afts of James 
were almoft all made for naturalizmg foraffters. 
One of die laft parliamcnrary grants of this re^ 
w» £^ 1 85OOO for the reparation of decaying cities 
tnd towns, tfiotigh it is not now eafy to tell how 
Ae money was adtually applied. 

EHzabeth had begun the praftice of giving 
toontics to the builders of fuch fbips as carried 
mie hundred tons. James L merits the praifc of 
giving large lums for the encouragement of diis 
fnoft important manufafture. And while Charles I. 
patronized every ornamental art, he gave from a 
very Icanty revenue a bounty of five Ihillings the 
ton for every veffel of the burdicn of two hun- 
dred tons. Thefe notices enable us to trace the 

Czc 
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fitc of our liierchant-fliips through a very adivc 
ittntury of years. The miniliefs of Elizabeth had 
Confidered a veflel of one hundred tons as fuffi- 
jcient for die purpofts of an inconlidcrable com- 
merce: the advifers of Charles 1. were not fads- 
lied with fo fma]l a fize. It was to this wile po*> 
lic7» that the trading ihjps of England were em- 
ployed, ere long, in, protefting her ri^ts, and 
(cyen in extending her glory. 

The 3i& which, in 1623, reduced the intereft df 
jnoney to eight per cent, from ten^ fliews fuffi- 
cientiy, ercn agMnft the preamble of it, that com- 
plains of decline, how much the natron had prof- 
pered, and was then advancing to a higher ftate fcf 
, improvement. Such laws can never be fafcly 
cnaftcd till all parties, . the lenders as well as tire 
borrowers, are properly prepared to receive them. 
The chea'rfulnefs of honeft Stowe led him to Cee, 
and to reprcfent, the ftafe of England, during the 
reign of James, as it really was. He fays, as 
Camden had faid before him in i^Sc, that it 
would in time be incredible, were (here not due 
mention made of it, what ^eat increafc there is, 
within tliefe few years, of commerce and wealth 
throughout the kingdom ; of the great building 
of royal and mercantile 3iips ; of the repeopling (tf 
cities, tOwiis, aiid villages i b'efide the fuddcn aug- 
mentation of ^r and ccrflly buildings. The great 
meafure of the reign of King James, which was 
produ£tive of effects, l^ing and unhappy, was the 
iettlcmenc of colonies beyond the Adancic. 

~" Lord 
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Lord CJarendon exhibics a pifturc equally flat-- 
tering, of the condition of England, during the 
peaceful years of Charles I. And the reprefcnta-r 
don of this great hiftorian is altogether coniiftent 
with probability, and experience. The vigorous 
jpirit^ which Elizabeth had bequeathed to her 
propkj^ continued to operate, long after ihe had 
ceafed ^o delight them by her prefence, or to pro- 
left them by her wifdom* The laws of former 
kgiflators produced fucceffively their tardy efFefts. 
And it ought to be remembered, that neither dif- 
putes among the great, parliamentary altercations, 
nor even civil contefts, till they proce^ th^ length 
of tumult, and bloodfhed, ever produce any fci^d 
confequences to the indufl:ry> or comfort, of the 
governed. 

The civil wars, which began in 1 640, unhappy 
^s they were while they continued, both to king 
and people, produced in the end the moft lalu- 
tary influences, by bringing the higher and lower 
ranks clofer together, and by continuing in all a 
vigour of defign, and aftivity of pradlice, that ip 
prior ages had no example. 

One of the firft confequences of real hoftilities 
was the eftabliftiment of taxes, to which the peo- 
ple had feldom contributed, and which produced^ 
before the conclufion of tedious warfare, the enor- 
mous fumofX.95,512,095*. The gallant fupporters 

of 

• Stcveris's Hif!. of Taxes, p. 296. But Stevens includes 
tlie Tales pf confifcated lands, compofitions for eftates^ au4 
fuch other more opprefllve modes of raifing money. There 

were 
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« 

of Charles I. gave the fovepeign, whom they loved, 
amidft his diftrcffes, large fums of money, while 
confifcations left them any thing to give. Here, 
then, were the mines of Potofi opened in Eng- . 
land. The opulence, which induftry had beea 
coUefting for ages, was now brought into aftion, 
by the arts of the tax-gatherer : and the country- 
gentlemen, who had long complained of ^ Jcarcity 
of money ^ contributed greatly, by unlocking their 
coffers, to remove the evil, that . they had thcm- 
felves created by hoarding. / 

One of the firft efFedts of civil commotion was 
the placing of private money in the (hops of gold- 
fmiths, for its better fecurity, and for the advan- 
tage of the intereft, which, at the commencement 
of banking, was allowed the proprietprs. By fa- 
cilitating the ready transfer of property, and the 
eafy payment of private debts, as well as public 
impofts, banking may be regarded as the fruitful 
mother of circulation. The coUefting of taxes, 
and the fubfequent expenditure, raifed ere long 
the price of all things. Owing to thofe paufes 
chiefly, the legal intereft of money was reduced,- 
in 165 1, to fix per cent. And the reduction of 
intereft is at once a proof of previous acquifition> 
and a means of future profperity. 

^he Refloration of Charles II. induced the peo- 
ple to transfer the energy, which they had exerted 

were collefted,by exci/es only, jf.iOi2©pjOOO j and by tonnage 
and poundage ^.5, 700iooo. • * - 

** during 
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during twenty years hoftiiities, to the various opcv 
rations of peace. The ieveral manufadbories^ ami 
new [H'odu^ons of hulbandry, that were intro- 
duced from foreign countries, before the Revalue 
iim, not only jformed a new epochs but evince a 
vigorous application co the ufeful arts, in the in^ 
termediate period* The common highways were 
enlarged and repaired, while turnpikes were placed 
on the great Northern road, in the counties of 
Hertford, Huntingdon, and Cambridge. Rivers 
were deepened for the purpofes of internal con- 
veyance by water. The afts of navigation cre- 
ated fliip-carpenters and iailors, though thefe fa^ 
lutary laws were long complained of, as deftruftive 
R> commerce. Foreign trade was increafed by 
opening new markets, and by withdrawing the 
alien duties, which had always obftrufted the vent 
of native manufadures. Thofe meafurts alone, 
Aat made internal communications at once eafy 
and fafe, would have pronrotcd the profperity, 
and the population of any country. 

But, above all, the change of manners, and the 
intermixture of the higher and middle ranks, by 
marriages, induced the gentry, and even the 
younger branches of the nobihty, to bind their fons 
apprentices to merchants, and thereby to enoble 
a profeflion, that was before only gainful; to in- 
vigorate traffic by their greater capitals, and to 
extend its operations by their fuperior knowledge. 
Hence^ Child, Petty, and Davenant, agreed in 

aflerting. 
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rflcmng*, in oppofition to the party writers oftt« 
times, that the comtnerce and riches of England 
H&d never, irt afty former ajgc, encreafc ib faft as m 
tht biify period from the Reftoration to the lU- 
volution* 

Yet, in 1680, was publiflied Britannia Lmh- 
^ttens ; in order to prove that, in the fame pe- 
riod, a kind xf common imjumptwu hath - crowded 

The tatith of their conclufion is, however 
proved n«we fotisfaftorily by the following detail, 
than by any document, which has htzn yet fub*- 
tnitted CO tlie public. It is an authentic account 
of th4 Cuftcms^ which were coUcded in EnglancJ, 
and which, as they niore than doubled in the 
period .from the Reftoration to the Revolutioii, 
ihcw clearly, that the trade oi England prolperedt 
in the mean time, nearly in the fame pmportion. 
There was an additional duty on wines impdfeil^ 
Sn 1672, and an impofl: on wine, tobacoot, an4 

♦ The Board of Trade reprefcnted in December i697:: 
* We have made inquirjr into the ftate of trade in ;geiieraU 
** from the jcar 1.670 to the preient time : and fr^m the beft 
*< calctilatioRS wc can make, by the duties paid at the Cuftom^ 
^* hottfe, we are of opinion, chat trade in generd did confi- 
*' derably increaie, f^om the end of the Datch war in 167J, t* 
« 16.89, ^"^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ began," Yet, the Board feem ndt 
to hav« attended to the 25 Cha« XL ch, 6; which wifelf 
enaded* That Deaiz^ns and Jlienj fiiould pay no more taxes 
for xke juui*ve commodities of this kingdom^ or £qx fijb coitgkt 
in Engl{Jb ihipfl^ when exported, than fubjedU. 

% lines^ 
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{inenj in 1685 : But> as thefe duties were kepe 
ieparate> they appear neither to have fwelled, nor 
diminiihec^ the ufual receipt of the cuilom-houfe 
duties^ in any of the years> either of peace^ or of 
war: 



An 
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An Account of the Cuftoms, which were received 
in the following Years of Peace, and of War : 



Tears, 
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Duty tf C'ufi 


^oms. 


Duty on 


^dtttonal 
Wines. 


From 24th July i 


e(i^ 


£^ 


Jb 


</. 


to 29th September 


1661 


421,582 7 


II 








The year ended 
















29th September 
Ditto, 


- 


1662 


414,946 IS 


xoi 








- 


1663 


525415 H 
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Ditto> 
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1664 
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% 








Ditto, 
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1 66c 


519,072 4 


2 • 








Ditto, 


-. 


1666 


303,766 10 


If 








Ditto, 


- 


1667 


408,324 — 
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The year ended 
















Michaelmas - 
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1668 


626,998 5 
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Ditto, 


- 


1669 


5i9'773 19 
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Ditto, 


- 


1670 


516,229 19 


n 








Ditto, 


- 


1671 


525,736 15 


44 








Ditto, 


- 


1672 


563,383 I 


64 


148,959 


z 


54 


Dittd, 


- 


1673 


S<^7»7^3 6 


6 


165,622 


10' 


6i 


Ditto, 


- 


1674 


636,132 10 


S4 


127,443 


16 


Si 


Ditto, 


- 


1675 


674,133 16 




122,001 


16 


4J 


Ditto, 


- 


1676 


650,878 7 


I 


150,692 


I 


5^ 


Ditto, 


- 


1677 


677^626 15 


2| 


149,770 


19 


61: 


Ditto, 


- 


1678 


646,325 12 


6i 


126,126 


16 
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Ditto, 


- 


1679 


592,762 II 
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96,639 
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Ditto, 
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1680 


633,562 8 


4I 


156,132 


II 
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Ditto, 


■- 


1681 


621,615 12 
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Ditto, 


- 
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742,^21 2 
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Ditto, 
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1683 
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Ditto, 
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1684 
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Ditto, 
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1685 


701,504 3 
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Ditto, 


- 


1686 


780,679 14 
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Ditto, 


-■ 


1687 


884,955 — 
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Ditto, 
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x688 

• • 


781,987 2 


9k 


• 







From the before-mentioned circumftances, and 
fads, which, prove,- that there had been many ad- 
ditional employments^ we may reafonably infer, 

E that 
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that tfatre had alfo been a confiderable ixxgmctiti^ 
tlon of inhabitants, who were the more important 
to thci ftate, becaufe they were the moft induftri- 
ous. But many emigrated, it has been faid^ to 
the colonies, artd many pcrlfhed by peftikncc* 
Yet, the Loixi Chief Juftice Hale infills, " That 
'* mankind hath ftill increafed, even to manifeft 
*' fenfe and experience :" and becaufe, fays he^ this 
is an aflertion of faft, it is impoflible to be made 
cut, but by inftances of fa6t. Ifliowever, he adds, 
we fhould inftitute a coniparifon between the 
prefent time (1670), and the beginning of Qgeen 
Elizabeth's reign (1558)^ and compare the num- 
ber of trained foldiers then and now, the number 
of fubfidy men then and now, they will eafily give 
an account of a very great increafe of people 
within this kingdom, even to admiration *. 

A'mere 

* See Lord Hale's convincing argument in Thi Originatiott 
if Mankind ^onfidendi ch. 10. Sir John Dalrymple found, in 
King William's cabinet, a minute account of the number of 
freeholders in England, which was taken by order of that mo- 
narch, in ordtr to find but the proportion between church- 
meh, difTenters, and papifts 5 and which Sir John has pub- 
lifhed in the Appendix to his Memoirs : 

- .. Conformifts, . Kon Con, Papifts, 

la Canterbury add Yark - 2^477,254 168,676 13,856 

Contrail with thefe the be- 
fore-mentioned commiji- 
hitants and rtCllifaKts, th 
1663 -^ — t,tsf^si^ ' -- . 8465 

This comparisons after allowing for t&e o^ginal inaccura- 
cies 
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A mere queftion of feft, with regard to the 
fiumbcr of births, at any two diftant periods, may 
doubtlefs be either confirmed, or difprovcd, by an 
appeal to the parifti reglftersi which, containing a 
colledlion pf fa£ls> may be regarded as one of the 
bcft proofs, that the nature otthe enquiry admits* 
And the Lord Chief Juftice liate remarked of 
them, becaufe he was ftruck with the force of 
their evidence, ^hdt tbey gave a greater demonftra^ 
Hon of the gradual increafe of mankind^ than a bun-- 
4red notional arguments can either evince or - confute^ 
For, a gfeater number of births, jn any one period 
ipore than at any prior epoch, muft proceed from 
a greater number bf breeders; which denotes a 
more numerous population. And, from an atten- 
tive examination of fuch proofs, Graunt pro- 
ceeded*, in 1662, to (hew, with great ability, the 
progreflive increafe of the people, and to prove 
how eafily the country could fupply the capital 

<ies of both accounts^ (hews a great change In the numbers, 
in the opinions^ and pradlice of the pcople> from 1603 to 
1689. 

* 

* See The Obfervatlons on the Bills of Mortality. Dodor 
Price has quoted Tbdal, for the fadt. That there appeared^ by 
the hearth-books of 1665, in England and Wales^ 

i,a30>ooo houfes. 
The acknowledged number in 1690 -*^ 1,300^000 

Thisy if we may credit TindaU is fufficient evidence of a 
rapid increafe in no long period^ Graunt calculated the peo- 
ple of England and Waks, in i662> at 6;440>ooo perfons. 

E 2 with 
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With nuftierotis recruits, without any fenfibie dimU 
nution. 

Having thus traced a gradual progrefs in popu* 
lation, it is now time to afcertain the precife num-- 
bers at the Revolution, And Gregory King, who 
has been praifed by Davenant for his refearch and 
his fkiljfiilnefs, has left u^ documents, from which 
we may form an eftimate fufficicntly accurate for 
the ufes of hiftory, or the purpofes of legiflatiori. 
From an infpeftion of the hearth-books/ and the 
affeffments on marriages, births, and burials, King 
formed calculations of the numbers of families, 
houfes, and people; which, according to Dave- 
nant, " were perhaps more to be relied upon, than 
" any thing that had been ever done of the like 
*^ kind/' 

It had been the fafliion of the preceding age to 
ftate the numbers of mankind, in every country, 
too high: from this period ingenious men were 
carried away by a reprehcnfible felf-fufficiency to 
calculate them too low. Of the ftatemcnts of 
King, it was remarked by Mr. Robert Harley*, 
in 1697, " Thefe aflefTments are no good founda- 
tion ; heads at a medium being (according to the 
computation) per houfe in London only ^ve": 
^^ omiflions in the country aire probably greater 
than in London, becaufe numbering the people 
is there more terrible* The polls are inftances : 
^^ families of feven or eight perfons, * being not 

* Harl. MSS. in the Mufeura, Nos. 6,837 — 7,021. 
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^ numbered it above three or four pcrfons in fome 
'^ remote counties." Yet, by thus calculating 4-r3, 
inftead of 5, in every family, which was dill con- 
fide red as fynonynoous with boufeholdy this would' 
demonftrate an increafe of a million, during tha 
foregoing century. So our poets ufed the word: 
koufehold to fignify a family Irving together : Thus, 

Sh AKSPEARE : 

'^ Two hou/ehoUs, both alike in dignity. 
In fair Verona, where we lay our fcene. 
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny/^ 

\ ' -i 

Thus, Milton; 

Of God obfcrv'd 
The One juft man alive, by his command. 
Should build a wond'rdus "ark, as thou beheldft,/ ' 
To^fave himfelf and houjifjold from anjidft \ ^ .^ 
A world devote to univerfal wre^k. 

Thus, the more flippant Swift : 

In his own church he keeps a feat. 
Says grace before and after ih^at I . 
And' calls, without aiFeding airs, 
Jiis boufehold twice ^-day to prayers, 

Davenapf, by publifhing onjy extracts fipm 
King's obfervatpns, and by -fpeaking confufedly 
oi families and boufesy has done an injury to King, 
^nd to truth. All will appear cohfiftent and clear, 
when this ingemous calculator is allowed to fpeak 

fqr himfelf. 




54 A^ ESTIMATE OP 

The number of boujes in the kingdom^ a$ 
charged^ fays he, in the books of the Hearth Office 
^t Lady Day 1 690, were, — i r3 ^ 9>2 ^ 5 ? 
But, whereas the chimney money being charged on 
the tenant, or inhabitant, the divided houfes ftand as 
i^ many diftinft dwellings, in the accounts of the 
J(aid Hearth Office. And whereas the empty houfes,^ 
fmiths* (hops, &c, are included in the laid account, 
^ which m^y very well amount to i in 36 or 27% 
(or near 3 per tent.) which, in the whole, may be 
about 36,000 houfes ; it follows, that the true num- 
ber of inhabited houfes is not above - 1,290^^000 j 
which, however, we fhall call, in round 

numbers, — — 1,300,000 



Having dius adjufted the number of houfes, we 
come now, continues he, to apportion the number 
of fouls to each, according to what we have ob- 
ferved from the faid affeflments on marriages* 
births, and burials. 

London within the walls produced 

almoft ^ • - 5f /^<?rhoufe. 

Sixteen parilhes without, fidl - 4I 

The reft of the bills of mortality 

almoft - - - 4f 

The other cities and market towns 4f- 

The villages aqd hamlets - 4 



^Q^ 



'V 



V ... 
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» 

So, London and 

Inhabited ferhoufc* Souls. 

mortality con- houfes. 

lained •. - 105,000 at 4,57 479,690 
The cities and 

market towns "195^000 4,3 338,5PQ 
Xhe villages and 

hamlets - 1,000,000 4 4,000,000 



»"^»"i«ii« 



■« 



In all r 1,300,000 4,9 5,318,100 

^ 

But, confidering that the omiflions ih the jfaid 
aflcffments may well be^ ' . 

Jn London and the 
bills of morta- 
lity - . ^ 10 per cent, or 47,960 fouls; 

Jn the cities and 

market towns - a per gent, or 16^500 

Jn the villages and 
hamlets - -^ i per cent, or 40,000 



' 11 ' 1 



In all - - - 104,460 fouls ? 



It follows, that the true number of pcople^^ 
dwelling in the 1,300,000 inbakite^ houjes^ ihould 
be V - - - . . 5,422,56o, 

Laftly ; whereas the miml:ier of tranfitory peon 
pie, as feamen and fdldiers, may be accounted 
140,0009 whereof nearly on? halfi or 60,000^ 
|iave no place in the faid aiTeflments : and that th^ 
pymfecr of yagrj^nts, as hawkers, |)cdlars^ crate 

E ^ 'wn.ers^ 



.v> . 
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carriers, gipfies, thieves, and beggars, may bo 
reckoned 30,000; whereof above one halfi o^;? 
ao,ooo, may not be taken notice of in the fai4 
affefTments, making in all 80,000 perfons : It fol- 
lows, that the whole number of people in England 
and Wales is much about 5,500,000 s viz. 

In London - r - 530,000 fopl^ 

In the other cities and towns - 870,000 

In the villages and hamlets - 4,ioo,OQp 

« 

In all r • r 5,500,000 



The number of inhabited boufes 

being about - - 1,300,000 

The number of families about 1,360,000 

The people anfwer at 4! fer houfe, and 4 pen 
family. 

Thus much from Gregory King's Political Ob-, 
fervations *. And his ftatements are doubtlefs very 
curious, and even exaft, though we now know, 
that the number of dwellers, which he allowed to 
every houfe, and to every family, was a good deal 
under the truth, as Mr. Robert Harley at the time 
Ajfpefted. 

Subfequent inquirers have enumerated the houfes 
and the inhabitants of various villages, towns, and 
cities, inftead of relying on the defective returns of 

• There is a very fair copy of King's Obfervations, in 
MSS. Harl. Brit Muf. No. 1,898. 

tax^ 
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tax-gatherers. Doftor Price became at length 
difpofed to admit, from the enumerations which 
he had feen, that fve perfons and a fixth, refide ia 
every houfe*. Mr, Howlet, from a ftiU greater 
number of enumerations, infifts f for five and two- 
fifths. It will at laft be found, perhaps J, that five 
and two-fifths are the fmalleft number^ which, on . 
^n average of the whok kingdom, dwells in every 
houfe. 

Little doubt can furely now remain of there 
having been in England and Wales 1,300,000 in- 
habited houfes at the Revolution. Were we to 
multiply this number by five, it would demonftratc 

gi population of fix millions' and a half; were we to 

♦ 

f* Reverfionary Payments, v. ii. p. 288. 
f Examination of Price, p. 145. 

X In 1773* Dr. Price infifted that there were not quzh Jive sm 
every houfe, [ Obfervations on Reveffionary Payments, 3d edi- 
tion, p, 184.] In 1783, the Dodibr feemed willmg to allow 
five one-fixth in every houfe : But he ftill contends. That if 
you throw out of the calculation Liverpool, Mancheiler, Bir- 
mingham, and other populous towns, the number in every 
houfe ought to he lefs than five. [Obfervations on Reverfionary 
Payments, 4th edit. v. ii. p. 288—9.] The Rev. Mr. New 
piade a very accurate enumeration of the parifli of St. Philip, 
and St. Jacob in the city of Brillol, during the year 1 781, 
and found 1,529 inhabited houfes, and therein 9,850 fouls. 
Thefe numbers prove, that more than fix one- third dwell in 
every houfe. And from this enumeration we may infer. That 
in the full iiihabited city of Briflol, fix at leall refide in every 
houfe. If, in the fpirit of Doftor Price, we throw out of the 
calculation all populous places, and iludioufly colled fucH 
decaying towns as Sandwich, the proportion to every houfe 
|niifl be limited to Jyve* 

multiply 
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multiply by five and two-fifths, or even by fiv^r 
and one-fifth, this operation would carry the num-» 
ber up nearly to feven millions \ and feven millions 
were confidered by fome of the moft intelligent 
men of that day, as the whole amount of the people 
of this kingdom at the Revolution. 

But, if we take the lowed number, of fix mil* 
lions and a half, and compare it with five millions^ 
the higheft number probably in 1588, this compa* 
rifon would evince an increafe of a million and a 
half in the fubfequcnt century, and of more than 
four millions, from 1377. Yet, Doftor Price con- 
fidered the epoch of the Reformation (1517) as a 
period of greater population than the sera of the 
Revolution. 

In giving an account of the reign of King Wil^ 
liam, Sir John Dalrymple remarks, " That tkre^ 
find twenty regiments were completed in fix weeks^ 
This is doubtlefs an adequate proof of the ardour 
of the times, but it is a vpry (light evidence of aq 
overflowing populoufnefs. Want of employment 
often fends recruits to an army, which, in more in- 
iduftrious years, would languifla without hope of 
reinforcements. We may learn, indeed, from Sir 
Jofiah Child, That it was a queftion agitated, dur- 
ing the reign of Charles IL " If we have more 
♦^ people now than in former ages, how came it to 
*' pafs, that in the times of Henry IV, and V* and 
** even in prior times, we could raifc fuch great 
** armies, and employ them in foreign wars, and 
^' yet retain a fufficjent number to defend the 



THE STRENGTH OF Q. BRITAIN, ^J^. 

♦^ kingdom, and to cultivate our lands at hofftc ? 
^^ I anfwer firft," fays this judicious writer, «^ that 
*^ bignefs of armies is not a certain indication of 
^* the numeroufnels of a nation, but fometimes of 
*^ the government and diftribution of the lands; 
^* where the prince and lords are owners of the 
** whole territory : although the people be thin, 
^* the armies upon occafion may be very great, as 
f* in Fez and Morocco. Secondly, princes armies 
♦* in Europe are become more proportionable to 
^* their purfes, than %o the numbers of their peo^ 
^' pie/' 

Tiius much it was thought proper to premife^ 
lyith regard to the previous condition and policy of 
England, as well as its populoufnefs at different; 
periods anterior to "Tb^ Revolution, when TH15 

jg^TIMATE be^s* 
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Chap. IV, 

Opinicns as to the Strength of Nations. — ReJleElions.-^ 
^he real Tower of England^ during King William^ s 
Reign. — The State of the Nation. — The Lojfes of 
her Trade from King William^ s Wars. — Her Com^ 
tnerce revives. — Complaints of Decline^ apiidji her 
Profperity. — RefleSlions^ 

THEORISTS are not agreed, in refpeft 
to thofe circumftances, which form the 
ftrength of nations, either a6hial, or comparative. 
One confiders the power of a people '^ to confift in 
their numbers and wealth." Another infifts, " that 
the force of every community moft eflentially 
depends on the capacity, valour, and union of the 
kading charafters of the ftate." And a third, 
adopting partly the fentiments of both, contends^ 
** that though numbers and riches are highly im- 
portant, and the refources of war may decide ^ 
conteft, where other advantages are equals yet the 
refources of war, in hands that cannot employ 
them, are of little avail, fince manners afe ^s eflen- 
tial, as either people or wealth." 
• It is not the purpofe of this Eftimate to amufe 
the fancy with bninftruftive definitions, or to be- 
wilder the judgment with verbal difputations, which 
are as unmeaning as they are unprofitable. The 

glorie^ 
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glories 6f the war of 1756 have caft a continued 
ridicule on the far-famed Eftimator of the manners 
and principles of thofe times. Recent ftruggles hav« 
thrown equal ridicuk on other calculators of an 
analogous fpirit. And we may find reafon in the 
end to conclude, that the qualities of the mind, 
either vigorous or effeminate, have undergone, in 
this ifland, no unhappy change, whatever alte- 
ration there certainly is in the labour of the hands 
of our people, from the epoch of the Revolution 
to the prefcnt moment. 

But, from general remark, let us defcend to 
minute inveftigations, with regard to the progref- 
five numbers of the people, to the extent of their 
induftry, and to the fucceffive amount of their 
traffic and accumulations; becaufe cur refources 
arofe then, as they arife now, from the land and 
labour of this ifland atone. 

The infult offered by France to the fovereignty 
of England, by giving an afylum to an abdicated 
monarch, and by difputing the right of a high- 
minded people to regulate their own affairs, forced 
King William into an eight years war with that 
potent country, which he perfonally hated, and 
with which he ardently wilhed to quarrel. He 
had therefore no inclination to weigh in very fcru- 
pulous fcales the wealth of his fubjedls againfl the 
greater opulence of their rivals, who were in thofe 
days more induftrious, and were further advanced 
in the pradice of manufacture, and knowledge 

of 
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(of traffic. Yet, the dcfirc of that warlike ritd^ 
narch being fecortdcd by the zeal of his people^ 
whofc refources were not then equal to thefl^ 
bravery, he was enabled to engage in an arduous 
difpute for the nrioft honourable end. Happy I 
had hoftilities ended, as foon as the independence 
of the nation was vindicated frooi infolt, and when 
the intefefts of the people required the ceflatioa 
of warfare. 

We may form a iufBcient judgment of th<r 
firength of England^ at that aera, from the follow^ 
ing detail : 

The number of figbiing nteH, according to tht 
calculation of Gregory King, as cited with ap- 
probation by Davenant, was 1,508,0003 yet the 
one-fourth of the people formed the men fit for 
war> whatever x^ay have been the real popqlai^ 
tion of England, during the reign of King Wil* 
iiam^ 

The yearly income of the nation 
from its land and labour amount- 
ed, if we may credit the ftatement 
of Gregory King, to - - £A3>S00y0oo 

The yearly expence of the people 
for their neceffary fubfiftence - - 41,700,00^ 



■I* 



The yearly accumulation of profit ;C« i>8oo,ooo 



The 
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^he value of the whole kingdom, according to 
Gregory King^ £,650,000,000*3 which, forming 
the capital whence income arofe> was no proper 
fund for taxation, 

Daveiiant ftates, from various conje£lures and cal-^ 
culationsy the circulating money at ^^.i 8,500,000 -f^ 
while there yet exiftcd in the nation no paper- 
money, and little circulation ; which, by facilitar- 
ting the eafy transfer of property, is fo favourable 
to the levying of taxes. 

Kir^ James's annual indomc amounted only to 
jf,a,o6 1,856* 7J. 9!^. J; which was a greater re- 
venue than any of his prcdcceffors had ever* 
enjoyed. 

Of this there remained in the exchequer, on 
the 5th of November, 1688, jC*8o,i38§} which 

♦ See Gregory Kdng's Polit. Obferv. in MSS. HarL 
Brit, Muf. No. 1^98. 

f Gregory King having ftated the filver coin at eight 
iniliion and a half in 16889 and the gold coin at three million^ 
Mr. Robert Harley thereupon remarkedi «* That the mint ac- 
counts wottld make us believe there is more gold coin than 
three million ; but both accounts together would mike a good 
eftimate."'-^MSS. Harl. Brit. Muf. 1,898. The circulating 
coin may therefore be taken at eleven million and a half 
during King William's reign. It was one of the tenets of 
Do^r Price> to maintain, that we had moiie ccnns in circu- 
latton, during thofe times than at prefent. 

X Hift. of Debts, p. 6-^7. 

§ For the accurate informations, which thefe fiieets convey 
from a tranfcript of the Exchequer-books in King William and 
Queen Anne's reigns, the public owe an additional obligation, 
and the compiler a kindnefs, to the Uberal communication of 
Mr. Aftle. 

v^ little 




^4 ^^ CStlMAtE 0^ 

little enabled King William either to defray thtf 
cxpences of the Revolution, or to prepare for A 
war with France. ' 

The nett income plaid into the exchequer, in 
1 69 1, from the cufVoms and excife, from the 
land, and from polls, amounted only tO;^.4,249,757 5 
of which there were applied towards carrying on 
the war jC.3,3933634, and to the fupport of the 
civil eftabliflimem jC 856,123 *. 

The average of the annual fupplies during the 
war, which were raifed with difficulty from a dif- 
latisfied people, amounted only to ;^. 5, 105,505 f ; 
whence we may form an opinion of the force, 
which could then be exerted, though it muft be 
admitted, that the fame nominal fum had in thofe 
days a greater power than it had in after timcSi 

There were borrowed by the government, at an 
intereft of feven and eight per cent, while the 
legal intereft of money was only fix, from 
the 5th of November, 1688, to Lady-day, 
1702 - . . . ;C-44.IOO,795; 

Of which there were mean while 

repaid - - - . 34>03430i8; 

Of this debt there remained due at 

Lady-day, 1^02% - • ^.lOjoSGyjjj 



So unprodudlive had each branch of taxes proved, 
during every year of the war, that the revenue, 
which had exifted before it began, fell above one- 

* Mr. A(llt'3 Tranfcript. f Id. 

J Id. 

half 
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lialf in five years * ; and the deficiencies appeared 
to have fwelled, before the feffion of 1696^ to 
Vhat was then deenied the enbrnaous funi of 
if. 6,000,460; which greatly enfeebled every ex- 
ertion of the government, by the advance in the 
prfcc of all things. The annual collc6tion of 
iaxes, to the amdunt of two millidn and a hal^ 
more thah had Heen fevied on the country in pre- 
ceding times, while their foitign trade was cut ofF, 
Was alone fufficient to embarrafs a people^ who had 
greater powers of induftry and circulation. It is 
ah inftrdftive fa£t, which is tfanfmitted by Dave- 
iiant, that impofts did not then enhance the price of* 
the conimodity to the cohfumer> when in its highcft 
ttate ot improvement, but fell on the grower^ 
who (old the article in its nideft condition: the 
lexcife did not raifc the price of malt, but lowered 
the price of barley. And this faft evinces how 
tnuch confumprion was embarrafled, and circula- 
tion obflxiiftedi during the diftreflfes of the Rcvo^ 
itition war. 

The annual value of the furplUs produce of thti 
land and labour of England, which was then ex- 
jported to foreign countries^ amounted only to 
^.4^086,087. Had the coins x)f England been 
as numerous as Davenant fuppofed them> they 
tould not Idng have carried on a war beyond ihe 
limits of the empire. And the eargoesi which 
were thus fcnt abroad, could not^ from their incon- 
fiderablenefsj have filled a mighty voidj for anf 
-length of years. 

• Davenant's EUay on Ways and Meanjs. 

F The 
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for their labour or property : add to thcfe, 
.tarbulence of the lower orders, and the treachery 
of the great. And above all, if we may believfc 
"the minifters of King William*, Nobody knew one 
day what a Houfe of Commons would do the next. 

From this review of the debility of England, wig 
may \n)^ith the more propriety inquire into the lofle^ 
^of our trade, during that diftrefsful war. . A more 
•confirmed commerce could not have flood fo rude 
a Ifiock as our manufadtures and commerce re- 
ceived, from the imbecility of friends, no lefs than 
from the vigour of foes, amidft a difaftrous courfe 
of hoftilities of e^ht years continuance. And the 
clamours, which wpre in the end juftly raifed 
againft the managers of the marine, were afliiredly 
founded in prodigious lofles. An examination of 
the following proofs will evince this melancholy 
troth : 

Value of 
Ships cleared outwards. tl^eir cargoes*^ 

Years. Tons Eng. D° foreign. fetal. £. 

i68^ — 190,533 — 95,267 — 285,800 — 4,o86,oS/ 
1696" — 9^y7^7 — 83,024 — 174,791 — 2,729,520 

MHIMm^^m^ mmmrmmmM HBlHiBHttHaHnWi* ^mm^i^mi^^m^mmmmmm aai^HiBiMM^M^^^IHaHV 

Annual lofs 98,766 — 12,243 -»- 111,009 "^ i'35^»5^7 

The nett revenue of the polls in — 1688 £, 76,318^ 
D» — — _ 1697 58,672 f 

Dr. Davcnant took a different way to go to the 
fame point, becaufe he had not accefs to a better* 

• Dal. Mem. Appendix, p. 240. 
f Mr. Aftle's Tranfcript, 

Having 
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Having ftated the yearly amount of the cuftoms> 
from 1688 to 1695 inclufive, he inferred frjom thd 
annual defalcations : *' So that it appears fuffi^ 
^^ ciently, that in general, fince this war, our trade 
*^ is very much diminifhed, as by a medium of 
** fevcn years the cuftoms are leffened about 
^*;^* 138,707. 7i. a year," Dr. Davenant juftly 
complained of the breaches of the Aft of Naviga- 
tion, ^* during the flack adminiftration of this 
^^ war ;" fo that ftrangers feem to have beaten lis 
out of our own ports. For, it was obferved, that 
there were, in the port of Londpp, 

Tons D*» 

Englilh. foreign. Total. 

Paring the year 1695 * -7- 65,788 -^ 83,?38 -^ 149^)26 

It would be injurious to conceal, that the fame 
able author, who feeips, however, to have fome- 

♦ If with the year mentioned by Davenant, we contrail the 
following years, we fhall fee ai;i aftoniihing increafe of tjif na^ 
vigation and commerce of London. Thus, there were entered 
in this great port. 





Tons. Englifh. 


Do foreign. 




TotaU 


Jn 1710 


— 7o>9'5 


— p 40,289 


^— 


110,195 


19 


— 187,122 


— 11,468 


-^. 


198,590 


S8 


— 125,086 


*— 69,060 


•^ 


194,14$ 


82 


— 210,656 


-r-f 1 25,248 


— 


335^904 


83 


— 277797 


— 169,170 


— 


446,967 


-8+ 


-- 37^y77S 


— 92,043 


■ 


464,8 1 8 



The number of fhips, which were regiftered in the port of 
tondon, in the year ending the 30th Sept. 1795, was 1,886, 
^rrying 378,787 tons. 

F 3^ times 
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times complained without a caufe, acknowledged, 
^^ That perhaps no care nor wifdom in^ the world 
f^ could have fully protected our trade during thig 
^* laft war with France," 

An attentive examination of the number^ of our 
fliips cleared outwards, and of the cargoes export- 
ed in them, will convince every candid mind, that 
in every war there is a point of depreffion, in trade, 
as there is in all things, beyond which it does not 
decline ; and from which it gradually rifes beyond 
the extent of its former greatnef^, unlefs it meet 
V^ith additional checks. And the year 1694* 

marked, 

♦ The following detail^ from the*- Plantation-office, will 
give the reader a ftill clearer view of the navigation of £ng<» 
l^d, during ihp embarrailinents pf the Revolution war* 



Ship^ cleared outw^ds. 

Tons D® 
Euglifh. foreign. Total. 

g ^London, , 44,912 - 59>750 • ^04,661 

iOutportSy 73>i76 - 28,752 - 101,928 

Total, 118,088 - 88,502 - 206,590 



rr 



j" London, 59,648-41,500- 81,148 
^^^LOutports, 33,438-28,224- 61,632 



Total, 73>o56 - 69,724 - 142,780 
galance of Trade, 57,260 



20,040 



Ships entered inwards* 
Tons D" 

EngUfh. foreign* Total. 
36;5i2 - 80,875- 1I7,}«7 
32,616- 27,876- 6049s 



69,128 - 108,751 - I77»l79 
Balapce of Trade, s 8,6 1 1 



206,590 



59,472 - 76,500 - 135,97^ 
35,158- 28,910 ~ 64.065 

94*630 • J 05,410 - 200,040 
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marked, probably, the lowed ftate to which the 
eight years hoftilities of that difaflrous period 
beat down the national traffic. But the com* 
merce of England, which is fnftained by immenfe 
capitals, and infpired by a happy fkiil and dili- 
gence, may be aptly compared to a fpring of 
mighty powers, that always exerts its force in pro-- 
portion to the weight of its compreflion ; and that 
ijever fails to rebound with augmented energy, when 
the preffure is removed by the return of peace. 
It is neverthelcfs a fad: equally true, that however 
the ceflation of war may give frefli ardour to our 
induftrious clafles at home, and enable our mer- 
chants to export cargoes of unexampled extent; 
ycjtji thqre are never wanting writers, who, during^ 
this profperouj nK)inent9 complain of .the dedinc 
of our manufadories, and the ruin.of our trade. 
It is propofed to illuftrate both thefe fafts, in the 
following Iheets ; becaufe, from the illuftration we 
may derive both intelligence, and amufemcnt* 

Of the foregoing' detail it ought to be obiervedL that i^ 
does not appear in the Plantation-oiHce altogether in this 
form : the numbcf^ of (hips, Engfifh and foreign^ entered ei- 
ther in London and the oHtports, is only fpedfiedy and the 
average tonnage of each thus parucuJarly given : the Englii^ 
fhips in the port of London were eftj^matcd at ji? tons each; 
the foreign at 125 tons each: the Bnglifli fhips at the out- 
ports at §r2 each ; the foreign at 98 tons each. Whence 
t^e editor was enabled^ by an <eafy calculation^ to lay before 
the public a more precife account of the commerce of £ng- 
land^ during the war of the Revolution^ than has yet been 
doae^ ^ 

F4 Let 
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Let us then attend to die foUowmg proofs t 

Value of car^. 
Ships cleared outwards. goes exported. 
^ TonsEng. D' foreign. TotaL £. 

Peace of Ryf.l . «« 

wick, 1697 J »44*2^4 - iQo>5H - 244*788 - 3*5^5*907. 

1700 J- 293»705 - 43.625 - 337,328 - 6,709,881, 



1701 J 



In addition to this fatisfaftory detail, let us con-^^ 
fider the revenue of the poft-office, which, fliew- 
ing the extent of correlpondence, at different pe- 
riods, furnifhes no bad proof of the progrefs of 
qommerce. The nett income of the polls, accord- 
ing to an average of the eight years of King WiU 
liam's wars - - - . - /^•67,222 
jy of the four years of fubfequent 

peace r - - - 82,319** 



Yet, amidft all this profperity, Polexfen, one o^ 
the Board of Trade, publifhed a difcourfe^y in 
J 697, in order to fhew, " That, fo great had been, 
the lofles of a feven years war, if a great flock be 
abfolutely neceflary to carry on a great trade, we 
may reafonably conclude the (lock of this nation 
is fo diminiflied, it will fall fhort^ and that, with- 
out prudence and induftry, we Ihall rather con- 
fume what is left, than recover what we have loll/* 
• 

Davenant, the antagonift of Polexfen, dunned every, 

♦ Mr. Aftic's Tranfcript. 

tDifcourfe on Trade, Coin, and Paper Credit* 

?offee«» 
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CofFee-houfe, at the fame time, with his declama^ 
^ions on the decay of commerce. "It will be a 
^* great matter for the prefent," fays he *, *' if we 
^* can recover the ground our trade has loft during 
^* the laft war." But we have fcen, that we had 
^ready gain^d/^jpmcr ground at the precife mo- 
ment wherein he, in this manner, lamented oui" 
recent loffcs both of (hipping and trade. So dif- 
ferent are the deduftions of theory from the iai 
formations of experience, that temporary interrupt 
tions are conftantly miftaken for fymptoms of 
habitual decline. And our commercial writers^^ 
owing to this caufe, are. full of well-meaning 
falfchood, while they fometimes propagate pur-^ 
pofed deception. 

■' Phyfic is their bane i 

The kjirped leaches in defpair depart. 

And fhake their heads, dejptmiing of their art. 

The Revolution may juftly be regarded as an 
event in our annals, the moft memorable and in- 
terefting; bccaufe its efFefts have been the hap^ 
pieft, in refpe6t to the fecurity, the comfort, and 
profperity of the people. Yet, it has for fomi 
years been inlifted, with a plaufibility, which pre- 
cludes the charge of intended paradox, that everv 
caufe of depopulation — a devouring captal^ the 
wajie of wars, the drain offtanding armies ^ emigra^ 
tf^ns to the colonies ^ the engrojjing of farms ^ the ith 

t Diicourfe on Trade^ i^^^i. 

clofing 
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clofing of ecmmonsj the high price of provifionsy and 
wihunded luxury — all have concurred, fincc that 
fortunate aera, to difpeople the nation ; the num- 
bers of which. It is pretended, have decreafed a 
million and a hal^ and ftill continue to decreafe. 

In oppofition to fuch controvertifts it is not 
Efficient to argue. That, having traced a gradual 
advance in population, during fix centuries of po- 
litical diftraftion and domeftic mifery, and proved 
an addition of more than four millions to the ori* 
ginal ftock, in 1066, notwithftanding wafteflil 
.wars, defolating famines, and habitual debility; 
we ought thence to infer, that the pofition of a 
dureafing fopuloujnefs^ during a period the moft 
free, and profperous, and happy, can alone he 
maintained, by the decifive proof of cnunnerations, 
or at Jeaft, by a mode of induftion, w^ich is equal 
to them in the weight of its inference. It is pro- 
pofed then, to continue a brief review of the prin- 
cipal occuiTcnces in our hiflor/, fince the year 
1688, that could have either carried on the former 
progrefs of our population, or have promoted a 
gradual decline. 

The Revolution did not indeed produce lb much 
any alteration in the forms of the conftitution, as it 
changed the maxims of adminiftration ; which have 
every where fo great an influence on the condition 
of the governed. Yet, from thence a new sera is 
faid * to have commenced, in which the bounds 

• ^ckH. Com. vol. i. p. tij. 

of 
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of prerogative and liberty have been better de- 
fined, the principles of govcrnnnent more tho- 
roughly examined and underftood, and the rights 
of the fubjeft more explicitly guarded by legal 
provifions, than in any other period of the Englifh 
' hiftory. One article alone, in the Declaration of 
Rights, was worth, on account of the confolation, 
which it adminiftered to the lower orders, the 
whole qxpcnce of the enfuing war ; ^* That ex-_ 
ceffive bail fhall not be required, or exceflive fines 
be impofed, or cruel and unufual punifhments be 
inflidted." Philofophers have juftly remarked, that 
feverity of chaftifcnrient has as natural a tendenqr 
to debafe mankind, as mildnefsto elevate them. 
It was not fo much from the declaration, tbia 
the levying money without conjent of Parliament it 
unlawful^ that private property was fecured, as 
from the impartial adminiftration of juftice, which 
has regularly flowed from the independence of 
the Judges. Anderfon* did not forget to give **a 
brief vipw of the eftablilhn^ent of that free confti^ 
tution, as it did certainly contribute greatly, in 
its confequences, to tlie advancement of our in- 
duftry, manufadures, commerce, and fhipping, as 
well as of our rjches and people, notwithftanding 
feveral cxpenfive and bloody wars." 

The hearth-money was foon after taken away ; 
«* being a great oppreffion (fay the Parliament) 
of the poorer fort, and a badge of flavery upon the 

« Chrqn. A^c. of Com^ vol. ii. p, 189.— 95. 

whole," 
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whole/' During the fame fcflion, the firft bounty 
was given on the exportation of corn: "How 
much," fays that laborious writer, " this bounty has 
contributed to the innprovemcnt of hufbandry, i$ 
tQO obvious to be'difputed :" and accordingly, the 
year 1699 has been noticed as the epoch of the laft 
great dearth of corn in England* A flourifhing 
agriculture muft have neceflarily promoted popu- 
loufnefs in two refpefts; by offering encourage-^ 
mcnt to labour ; by fbrniihing a fupply of provi* 
fions at once conftant ajid cheap, which were both 
extremely irregular in former times. The aft of 
toleration, which w as at the fame time pafled, by 
•' giving eafe to fcrupulous confciences," tended to 
prpmote our induftry and traffic, and confequently 
the progrefs of population : for, we may learn of 
Sir Jofiah Child how many people had been driven, 
out of England, from the rife of the Puritans in 
the reign of Elizabeth, to the bleffed asra of to- 
leration, 

On the other hand, it has been already fhewn 
how much the eight-years war, w^hich grew out 
of the Revolution, diftreffed the foreign trade of 
England. As King William employed chiefly the 
troops of other rations j as the profligate and the 
idle principally recruited the army ; as humanity 
now foftcned the rigours of war^ it may be jufl:ly 
doubted, if we lofl: a greater number by the mife- 
ries of the camp, than werc acquired by the ar- 
rival of refugees, who, during that period, fought 
fecurity in England, And -of this opinion wa,s, 
6 Doftpij 
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Doftoi: Duvenaht*, who was no unconGerned'fpec:* 
.tacor of thofe eventftil. times. Yet, it is a kni>w» 
&£t, that the taxes, which were fuccefiively im- 
peded, did not produce in prc^ortion to their aug- 
mentations. And if we attribute this unfavourablJ: 
circumftance to the inability and prelTures of ^ 
pet^le, more than to the novelty of contributions; 
to the enmity of many againft the new government 
and to the diforders of the coin, we ought ua-i 
doubtcdly to infer, that the impoficion of addition^ 
burdens necelTarily ftopped the progress of nunsi-* 
bers. The average price of wheat, from 1692 to 
\6^^jViisncar\y eight /billings the hujhel., accordingto 
Fleetwood. There have been terrible years dtartbt 
of com, iind Swift, and every place is Arew'od 
with beggM^ i but dearths arc corartioh in betfet 
climates, and oHr evils here lie much deeper. 

Nevcrthelefs, internal traffic flouriflwd in diA 
mean time. Ifl 1689, the manufaftures of «»p^ 
per and braft were revived, rather thai intro^ 
duced. The Sword-blade company, which fctded 
in Yorklhire, " broughfj- over foreign workmen.'? 
The French rdogcea innproved the €tbfici6 of 
paper, and . of filk, efpectalfy the ioteftriogs ta\ 
filamodcs ; which were ^o much eacottri^eii tiiy 
Parliament, that the weaversj being igrady io^ 
c'l^ed in uambers, as well » ihinrokncc, ibdbre 
die year 1697, nilcd^tmm^iii IdCoidDQ ^aioft 

' Vol. iiL p. JIS9. 

^ And. Cbron. Ace of Gem. Btf.fi.jf>. ^A. 
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the wearers of Eaft India mantifadures *. TTfitf 
cflablifhment of the Bank of England in 1694^ 
by facilitating public ahd private circulation, pro-* 
duced all the faltitary efFefts, that ^^efe orginallf 
foretold^ bedaufe it has been fconlbindf managed 
viith a prudence, integrity, ahd caution, which 
have never been exceeded* By giving encourage- 
ment to fifheries> in 1695, a hardy race fnuft hav^ 
been greatly multiplied; and by encouraging, irt 
1696, the making of linens^ fubflftehce was givert 
to the young and the old. 

The conclufion of every lengthened war de* 
prives many men- oRfupport, who are therefore 
obliged to re-enter once more into the competitions 
of the world. Yet, Doftor Davenant f affuf ed the 
Marquis of Normanby, in 1699, " that we really 
want people and hands to carry on the woollen and 
linen manufadtories together." Admitting the 
truth of an affertionj of which indeed there is nc^ 
reafon to doubt, the obfervation is altogether con-^ 
fiftent with fa6ts and with principles. In lefs than 
two years from the peace of Ryfwick, the dif* 
banded idlers had been all engaged in the manii-- 
factories, which we have feen eftablifhed, and ii> 
the foreign traffic, that has been fhewn to havef 
flourilhed fo greatly from this epoch to the de- 
mifc of King William. Now, what does the pofi^ 
tion of Davenant prove, more than that uncommon 

♦ And. Chron. Ace. of Com. vol. ii. p. 220. 
t EiTay on Eaft India Trade, p. 46, 
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demand never fails to produce remarkable fcarcity, - 
till a fufficient fupply has been found ? And Sir 
Jofiah Child was therefore induced, a hundred 
years ago, to lay it down as a maxim j Such as 
cur eTBployntent is for people, Jo many will our people 
he. Were we now to compare die circumftance 
mentioned by Sir John Dalrymple, of the railing 
of three-and-twenty regiments in fix weeks, dur- 
ing the year 1689, with the faft ftated by Doc- 
tor Davenant, " of the fcarcity of hands" in 1699, 
we ought to infer, that an alteration of manners, 
owing to whatever caufe, had in the mean time 
taken place -, and that the lower orders of men had 
learned from experience, to prefer the gainful em- 
ployments of peace to the lefs profitable, and more 
dangerous, adventures of war. 

Yet, admitting that the moral caufes before-men- 
tioned had naturally produced an augmentation of 
numbers, during the reign of William, we ought 
here to remark, that the people who chiefly fliared 
in the felicities, or were incommoded by the fac- 
tions of thofe times, mult have drawn their firft 
breath prior to the Revolution : the middle-aged, 
and the old, who enacted the laws, and as minifters, 
or magiftrates, carried them into execution, muft 
have been bom, during the diftraftions of the 
civil wars, or amid the contefts of the adminiftra- 
tion of Charles I. : and the gallant youth, who 
fou^t by the fide of King William, muft have 
firft feen the light foon after the jReftoradtxi. 

But, it ou^ hcse xo be ftattdy as a circum< 
r'.^ $ ftance. 
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ftaiice, which may be fuppofed to have checkeil^ 
the progrefs of populatiorij that there had beeii 
eftually raifed, though with fome diffieulty^ oil 
nearly feven millions of people, in thirteen 
Jrears* - - j^.58>698j688. ijj. 8^.t 

If we average this fum by the number of years^ 
We (hill gain a pretty exadt idea bf King William*s 
tnnual income ^ - )^'4>4 15^360); 

And if from this we dedudt King 

James's revenue - - 2,061,8564 

• ". 

The balance ofaUgmehtatioh will be £. 2,453,504V 

*f he principal of the pUbKc debt 
on the 31ft of December 1697 

was - - . jC.2ri5i5i743k 

whereon was paid an annual intercft 

of - - ^ ;^. 1,246,376; 

And, thefe fadls Ihew how much more the people 
were burthened in the latter, than in the formei^ 

reign. 

It has neverthelefs been proved, that manufac-i^ 
tures flourifhed in the mean time j that there was 
ia great demand for labour j that the foreign traffife 
and navigation of England doubled, from %he 
peace of Ryfwick to the acceflibn of Queen Anne^ 
For, the re-coinage of the filver mean time prd^ 
duced an exhilarating effeft on induftiy^ in th6 
fame proportion as the debafement of the current 

• -Mr. AiUe^s Tranfcript; 
colli 
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poia is always difadvantagcous to the lower pr- 
(jersi and dinionourable to the ftate. The revi- 
val of public credit, after the peace of Ryfwickj 
and the rifing of the notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land to par> ftren^ened private confidence, ac 
the fame tjme, that tHefe caufes invigorated our 
manuftiftures and our trade. And, the fpirit of 
population' WsftiU more aniniated by the- many 
afts of naturalization, which were readily paSd, 
during every feffion, in die ^\ga of William ; and 
which clearly eviiice, .how -many induftrious fot 
reigncrs found fbelcer in England, fcpm the. perfp' 
^ution of countries lefs tolerant and free. 
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STAif iSP^/ir (f ^enJmej^STbe ^ifigih of the Na-:. 

fstraJk^^^Cemjiaintt ^f-iti Bedhil^-^H^ Lams rf> 
-^uem Jmny for promoting tbi €mma:;€inl haertfis 
if the NaHm^^ni Vkhn.-^F64l&aimi^ 

" * • ^ » • - fc . • 

ANEW war, ftill more bloody and glorioirt 
than the former, cnfued on the acceflion of 
Queen Anne. All Europe cidier hated the impc- 
rioufiiefs. Of dreadedy at length, the power of 
Lewis XIV. But it Was his ^ owning and declar- 
ing the pretended prince of Wales to be kin§ 
of England, Scotland," and Irebnd/' which w^ the 
Avowed caufe of the hoftilities of Great Britain 
againft France ; thotigh private motives have gtnc- 
ftilly more ihffuence than public pretences. Whctt 
her treafurer fat down to Calculate the coft,- he found 
^cfourecs in his own prudence. Her general faw 
armies and' alliances rife Out of his own gemtis for 
war and negotiatibn. And both eftimated right, 
fincie a favourable change had gradually taken 
f>lace in the fpirit, as well as in the abilities of the 
people^ 

If 
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If we inquire more minutely into the national 
ftrength, we fhall find, that England and Wales now 
contained about - - 1,700,000 fighting meiu 

The Union with Scotland 
added to thcfe about * 315,000 



m^mmmmi 



So the united kingdom 

contained * - 2,025,000 



But troops, without money to carry them to waf« 
with all that foldiers require, are <^ little av^ 
And happy is it for this nation, at leaft, that there 
is a fucceffiye rife in the; accumulations of our 
wealth, in die fame mannerj as we have already 
ieen, there is a continual progrels in. our popula- 
don; owing to the virious means, which indivi-*' 
duals conftantly ufe, to meUorate their own con* 
dition. There can be litt^ doubt then, though 
Gregory King fuppoied the contrary, that the pro- 
du£tiiicc capital and annual gains of the people were 
greater, at the acceflion of Anne, than they had 
been, during the preceding rcign>, or in any &mct 
period* 

Godol^ 

• After fo ixp^ivt a war juft ended, Tayt Andeifon, it 
gave fbrngners a Idgh idea of the wealth and grandeur of 
England* to fee t<ivd miUions Jtirling fobfcribed formtbrm dafs, 
(by the new £aft India Company in 1698) ^nd there wer9 
ferfi^s ready to fabfcribe as much more:. For, ftlthongh-fi^ce 
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Godtilphtn and .MarlKdrdugh had not to (!6n* 
tend with the embahraflments of their immediate 
predcceHbrs, The- difordcrs of the toin, which 
had fo enfeebled the late admioiftratipo,. had been 
perfeftly cured by the great re-coinage of the laft 
reign. The high inti^reft, which had been given, 
and the ftill higher profit, that was made, bjr 
purchafing govcrnmcnt-fccurities, had drawn mean- 
while much of the hoarded cafli within the circle 
of commerce. No lefs than )C*3>400,ooo of ham- 
^ef ed money; which had been equdly locked up, 
were brought into aftidn, according to Davenant, 
Ijy die aft 'for fupprelfirig rt, in 1 697. The Bank 
of England now lent its aid, by facilitating loans, 
and' circulating exchequer bills, • - Abk! the public 
'debts and addlti6hal taxfes 'filled circulttion at* pre- 
Tent, and gave it aftivityj^as they. had cqiTaily 
pfo'duced fimrlar'eflfeiSts,' when the- LiOng Parlia^ 
ment opened the coffers of Englaiid. Owing to 
■ all thofc caufes, the ffatcfmen of the reign of Anne 
bVrowed money at five p^ cent, in 1702, and 
hever gave more tlian fix, during the war ; which 
alone" (hews* how die condition of this country had 
happily changed, from the rime that feven and 
" ici^Oper cent, were paid, only a few years before. 

• that um& higher proofs have appeared of the great riches of 
thU.A*"^"^? bec^fe our .wealth is. very vifibly increafcd; yet, 

^ till tJwu, coDtitiucs. he, there had never been fo lUuilrious 
an. inibuKe of ^ii}glan(J*s opulence. [Chron. Com. vol. ii. 
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The principal of tl>e pubKc (lebt^ on tbc 31ft of 
December 1701, amounted to - jC'?^>394?7oii 
whereon was paid an annual intereil 
of - - - - I>i09^i23.' 

The taxes yielded nett into the e)^- 

chequer, during the year 1701 - (^^ 3»769j375- 

Of this inconfiderable revenue the 
purrent ferviccs for the navy ab- 
Ibrbed — ;£• 13046,397 

tlie land fervice - 425,998 

the ordnance - 49>940 

the civil lift - 704>339 



2,aa6,674 

There were applied to the ■ 
payment of the prin- 
cipal and intereft of 
debts - - 1,411^912 

— 3^638,586 

Balance remaining unapplied — 130,789^ 



^vm 



* L 3y7hy375^ 



The nett hxn% paid Into the exchc- 
quer„d]Liring the year 1703, from 
die . cuftoTO, wci^n poft-offic^, 
land, and miicellaneous duties - £. 5^561,944: 
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Of this fum there were iflucd fof 
carrying on the waf ' £. 3,666,43d 

t^or paying the civil lift 5 8 9,98 1 
the intcrcft of loans 430,307 

Balance remaining for 
the payment of loans^ 
luid other fervices -^ 875,226 



i - 



^5,561,944. 



The taxe^j which were annually levied on the 
people, during the prefent reign, may be calcu- 
lated from the nett fums paid into die exchequer 
in the years 1707—8—9 — 10, amounting yearly 
to £. 5,272,758* This gives us an idea fufficiently 
precife of the pecuniary powers> which cquld tlien , 
be exerted by Britain^ But the military opera-^ 
tions of the gdvcrnment were more extepfivc than 
the annual fiipplies of the parliament t So that 
before Chriftmas 17 11, unfunded debts Were con- 
tracted to the amount of £. 9,471,325* This 
fum was then too large, as it is faid, to be bor* 
rowed at any rate. The public creditors agreed 
to convert their claims into a capital, at a fpeci* 
ficd mtereft, with charges of management. And 
here is the origin of the South Sea Company, and 
South Sea Stock, which, whatfcver heTp' they now 
brought with them, in after tiriieis,\w^re' perverted 
to very diftrclsful projeftSf f ' 

• M^r. Aftle'a Tranfcript* 
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The fu|)p}ieji granted^ during the prefent re!gn» 
amounted to - - £^6^11,4^7. its. 3ld. 

The cxpenccs of the war, as they were ftated by 
the conrimiffioners of public accounts, amaurit* 

edto £^6sfis3y799*^\7i^* 

And the national debt fweJled, before the ^ifl: 

December 1 7 14, to • £. 50,644^06. i js. 6.irf. ; 

on wbidi was paid «n intereft of >f^,a,&i 1,903. 

ro^. 5f i/. and which were aU more than counter-- 

t>ailanced by the legiflative encouragements, that 

were g^ven, in this reign» to domeftic imluftry and 

feeign trade, * 

The fui|)lus produce of oiir land and hbour, 
Avhich was yearly exported, had mean time rifen 
tq £*6i04SA3^9 2 circumftanc^ which equal]^ 
evinces, that, we had not yet mtich to ipare, kftd 
consequently no vaft renvttaripe, wljiich twdSi be 
. wnually fent abroad for carrying oh the war. 
. The tonjiage.. of Englilh ftiips, wHchi from 
time to dme, transported this cargo, and which* 
at that epoch, fermed the principal nurfcrjr'fqr 
ihe royal navy, had increa&d to ^ ^7,Z»^9Z ^^ V 
this fhipping muft have been n^H ... ^ 
vigated, if we aUow twelve men to i 
every two hundifed tons, by ^ 16,422 failors. 

By an enumeration J of"thfe*trading vciftls of 
England, in January 1701, it appeared, t;hat 






• Camp. PoL Sarvey,v<d.ii«'{». 543. < 

f Hiil. of pebt, p. 80; whicli gives a particular ftatement 

^ 4 detaiLia ti2f Planution-officp. / 



• V 



V.f 



C 4 London 




. V 



19 JLH.rXS^JMATB Of - : 

London bad .rfi- 849882 cons^; 

The out-port3 h^d 176,340 , 

. ■ ' 261,222; ana 

that they were navjgftted by 16,471 men, ami 
I20 boys, or 16,591. failors. 

The inconlider^bk .difference between the cnu* 
hierated tonnage and taiariners> and the tonnage 
and matinen cleajied* at the cuftom-houfei only 
marks> that . feveral ibips had entered more dian 
dnce^and that a greater number of men were 
then allowed to every yeflcl than- there arc now; 
whence we may infer, that the calculation and 
the inumeilation prove the accuracy of each 
> other* . 

^ ^i'Jic royal navj^^ wKich ih Vohs. Mei« 

1695 had carried -^ t i2,boo and 45,006^ 
had mouldered before 

1704* to ^ ^^ Ib4i754 .ii- 41,00b 
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^^ An adinical'ty-liftpf all her Majefty's fhips and veflels ui 
fea-piy, at home and abroad, on the 27th of Febrdary 1703-4^ 
>i^ith the ^igheft complement of men> and the numbers bornei 
)naltered> and wanting. [From the Paper-office.] 

VumW ef lEtps. Rarest 

5 — of — 2 

57 — 4 

Si -^ -^ 5 

16 — — «^ 6> befidet £re-flups» 
b^febst and Waller veOefls, all which 

Comptement of Men. Borne. l^uiterei. 

Cohuintd 46,745 — 39,720 ^- 30*778 
Wailing — — 7,025 — 1 5^967 

Its 



Its real force will, however, more dcarljr 
J)ear from the following dcuil * : 



ihips of the line employ- 




- 


ed in • 


— 1702 - 74 in 170^ 


- 71 


• 


1703 -.79 - 


- 1708 


-.69 




J 704 - 74 - 


V 1709 


- 67 


1 


1705 - 79 - 


- 1710 


- 6a 


• ' 


1706 * 78 — 


I7II 


- 59 



Such then was the augmented ilrength, of the 
nation under Queen Anne. Let us now enquire 
Into the loJTes of ptir trade, diiriiighcr gloriou2|^ 
but unprodudliVe, war. 

The effort of tfee belligerent jpowers was made 
chiefly by landr and die foreign trade of £ng« 
land feems to have rather languifhed, than to have 
been overpowered, as it had been, for a feafon, 
^during the preceding conteft. Let us examine 
tiie following proofs : . 

- • .... 

T«ir<< Ships cleatcdout^ardsa Value of evfoei; 

jyOCl TonsEoclUh. D* foreign. Total. '£. 

273>693 - 43»635 - 3>7»328 - 6,045,43a 




■ :-- ' 5>3o8,966 

a43»693 - 45»625 - ^89,318 - 5,913,357 
466,047 - 57,890 - Z'^Zi^yi - 5>962>988 
3a6,6ao - 49,115 * 355*735 " 6,868,840 



• PUlipt't Stttt .f the HadoDt p. 35. 

The 
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Tftc rercmie olf^ the poft-office*, on m 
average of the four kift years of 
William, yielded nctt — r— jC-^^^Jij 

Ditto of the four fir ft years of the war ^ 61^56$ 

Thui$> Ae year r7a5 marked the lowcft ftagc of 
^ deprcflion of commerce, during Queen Anne's 
%rtrs;^ whence it gradually rofe tUl 1712, the laft 
year of hoftilitiesj when our navigation and traffic 
bd gained a manifcft luperiority over tbofe o£ any 
Ibnner period of peace. 

Ijet us behold the rebound of this mighty Ipringp 
Whent^e return. of tranquillity had removed every 
preflbre; by cohtrafttng the average of the fhipii 
deared outward$^ and of the value of their cargoes, 
ftiricig tjie three |)eaceful years preceding the war, 
trith both, during the three years immediately ^ol* 
lowing the treaty of Utrecht^ ' 

Tears. f hips cletfed oumrard*. - Value of cairsoih 

1699') TonsEngliftj. D» foreign. Total. £. 

1700 L 293,703 - 43,625 - 337.3^8 - 6,709,88.1 



14 j. 441.431 - 

>5 J 



06,573 - 448,o«>4 • 7>69<s573 






.*j 



Tto 




"The nett annual revenue* ofthcpoift* 
office, according to an average of the 
years 1707 — 8 — 9 — 10 — • jC-S'^^S* 

JDitto on an average f of Ae years 

17x1 — 12 — 13 — 14 — — 90,123 

At the moment of this ItnarveUous advance la 
manu&ftures> traffic^ and induffay, the people were 
taught to believe, that theie hleOings fcarcdy 
txifted among them% ^ Our trade/' faid Mr. Wil^^ 
liam Wood to King George I. ^ ^^ was then ex-^ 
pirings our foreign commerce^ ia many parts, 
entirely loft^ and in g^ieral fuipended -, what little 
was left us, was become too precarious to be odled 
ours." And, in the encomiaftic ftyle of his dedi.>* 
cation, he attributed our regeneration from ^^ the 
loft condition our trade was then in^ to his Ma-^ 
jefty's timely acceflion.^ The minifters of this 
monarch did little honour to themfelveS| by ia^ 

•. Mf» A^e's TnuiTcFipt 

f And. Chroa. Com. vol. it. p. a66; But» d^e office had 
been now extended to every domimoa of the cro^n* and the 
rates of poftage augmented one-third from 1710. The pdft- 
office retenae^ fays Anderfoii, » a kind Of f^Uffc^^cammitrui 
fuije of a nation's profperity or docUnt. 

X Wood's Dedication of 7%e Survey tf Tradi. Thi» waii 
toi the iame Witliaa Wood^ who obCained t&e patent for ^oiik 
mg Irtfli halfpence, which procured him fo much celebratioaL 
by Swift; but it was the William Wood, who was afterward^ 
appointed to the office of Secretary to the Commiffioners of 
llieCafloBU. 

# citing 
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ciring all that clamour, or by propagating fo mucb 
fadious falfehood. It was not the peace of Utrecht^ 
which promoted the unexampled prolpcrity of our 
commercial affairs; but, it was peace. Yet,- laid. 
Archibald Hutchinfon, in lyio, // is too weUknotvn, 
and a Jad truth it is, that ibe balance of trade has 
been for Jome time againji us. The caufe why de-* 
ttumations prevail fo gf catly> faid Hooker, is, for 
diat men fufFcr themfelves to be deluded. 

The public revenue had now been divided into 
the eflabUjhed income, as the inland duties, the-ex^ 
cife, and the ciifloms j and into annual grants, at 
the malt, and Ac land, taxes. The inland duties,, 
confifting at the demife of the Queen of fifteen 
diftinft heads, were all managed by diftin6t com- 
miflioners, and may be cftimated at the yearly 
amount of )^. 453,002, from an average of the 
years 1707 — 8 — 9—10. Tlvc excife, properly fo 
tailed, ami colle6tcd under the peculiar manage- 
rhent of the commiflioners of excife, confifted of 
twcnty-feven different articles, and may be calcu- 
lated, from the fame average, at £. 1,629,245, 
it)cluding the duty on malt. And we may thence 
determine how much it may have obftruftcd labour, 
and checked the progrefs. of population. The 
nctt cuftoms, arifing from pur imports and exports, 
conf^ed then of forty-one different branches, and 
may be calculated from a fifteen years average, 
from 1700 to 17 14 inclufive, to have amounted 

• Philip's State of the Nation, p. 26. 

^ Having 
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Having enumerated *^ that fad detail of taxes/^ 
the hiftorian of our debts exclaims: "Can we 
wonder at the decay of our commerce, under fuch 
circumftances ? Should not we rather Wonder that 
we have any left ?'' But, what regard is there due 
to a general inference, in oppofition to authentic 
fafts ? It has been already demonftrated, that in 
no fonner effluxion of time did the manufaftures 
and trade of England flourifh fo much, or amount 
to fo large an eitent, as at the diemifc of Queen 
Ann^, notwtthftanding the gre^nef$ of our im«> 
pofts, and the immenfity of our debts* And, when 
•we confider too, that the taxes had produced 
jibundantly, we jxiiay from thefe decifi ve circum- 
•ftances certainly .conclude, that the war had little 
incommoded thi^induftrious clafles; and that t)ip 
-principle of procreatton exerted its powers, whil^ 
•an attentive diligence preferve4 a nymerpu;^ pjror 
iigcny, by furnifliing the conftant fpeans of fubfift- 
cncc, while there W33 a vaft lexport of corn, owing 
(to its cheapnels at home. 

' Whoever examines the laws of Queen Anne, 
.with a view to this fubje£b, muft be of opinion, 
-that they all tended to promote the commercial 
interefts, and local improvements, of the nation, 
«as fuch interefts were then underftood. In thU 
rtign, ihere wereafts of Parliament paflcd. 



For 
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For «iicoiira|^g Slipping and foreign trade ^ 17 
For promoting manufaftures • * 5 

F5M":roads» churches^ bridges^ and paving. - 26 
For piers, harbours, ^^c. - * -- ro 

For inclofbres, and agricultural improvements 8 
For the management of the poor * ^5 

For all thefe ufeful purpofes - 71 

Snt, the union of the two kingdoms is the 
glory, and ought to be the boaft of her ,reign^ 
The incorporation of two independent legiflatures 
fcas proved equally advantageous to both coun- 
tries, Whether we regard the intereft oftheftatc, 
or die hapfjinefs of the governed. When we con- 
fidcr the wi?akncfs, which refulted from the ancient 
inroads of the Scotch, and the danger of future 
leparation, wx? muft allow, that this conjundHon 
was worth to England almoft any price. 'And 
•the compreffion of the hearts and hands of two 
divided nations, gave an elafticity and vigour to 
the united kingdoms, which feparately neither had 
ever attained. If as communities fo much ftrength 
and felicity were derived from the Union, the Scot- 
tilh people, as individuals at leaft, were ftill greater 
gainers from this aflbciation of interefls and affec-^ 
tions. Freed from the tyranny of the nobJcs, bjr 
toeing admitted into a political fyftem more liberal 
than their own, the people of Scotland thence- 
fi^th enjoyed thq fame privileges, as fimilar ranks 
,in England had long derived from fortunate events^ 

« or 
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orrwiJib ihflimcion$. Aa4i ^yefted with lihe -faas 
benefits of commerae^ the Scacdi mdmrsted fihar 
agriculcvre, improved their manu^ureai 'CsoDcwbl 
their trade, and acquired m opukaaej. which, as.ii 
{m)pk^ iepantte tmd ^verihadowed» ibejr jiad jiot 
Ibtr ages accompliihed,. TJie aoqtiififions of imii 
bapi^. |iroved.advanti^pous to each. And. wh& 
the lEnphih bufifyictikivated ibc peculiar acts of 
peacty die Scotch were brought^ by a wife policf^ 
from their mountains, the natural nur&ry of war^ 
riors, to fight the nadonal batdes of both. 

From the epoch of the Union, the fame falu- 
tary regulauons promoted equally the profperity 
and populoufhefs of Great Britain. Among thelC' 
Andcrfbn* has recorded the ufefiil revifal, in 
1710, of the ancient aflize of bread and ale 
[1266]; becaufc ** it was fb neceflary for our 
labourers and artificers^ as well as for all other 
people." Whatever number of lives were bll 
during the wars of William and Anne, Tt ieem» 
certain, fays that indoftrious compiler, *^ that the 
artificers of England did irreparable damage in 
the mean time to the French, by robbii^ them 
of many of their beft manufaAuret, wherewith tfaqr 
had before fupplied almoft all Europe. '^ 

The foregoing details caft a juft cenfure on die 
furious party-contefb, during the laft years ot 
Queen Anne, in refpeft to the condtdon of oof 
commerce ; as if the profperity, or the ruin of 

f Chaoa. Com. voL uL p. 351. 
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mahufaftories and trade, were iAfluenced by dha 
continuance of ftatefmen in the pofleflion of emot* 
lumcnt, or in the cxpeftation' of power. The 
hufbandman and the failor tmiy look for em^oy- 
ment^ the mechanic and the ^merchant only in^ 
quire for cuftomers, without' caring who are their 
rulers^ iince they fekiom gain frotn the contefti'Of 
the greats and cert^Iy know, that they enjoy pro- 
fe&ion from the adminiftration of ju^e^ and 
l^€ operation of law. 



• • •• 



* » » - 



\ ■ 



€ K A r^ 






TH£i StREI^OrH Of C. hMTAtU^ 



n 



CfiAP. vi. 

T'oretgn 'bijputes of George /. — ^he State of ihi 
Nation.-^Ohfervations. — The Progrejs of Commerce 
and Sbtpfing. — Complaints of a Decline of Tradem 
'-^Indujiry and 'Traffic enCpuraged.^^Remarks. 

WHILE George I. who afcended the throntf^ 
in 17 14, was, in fecret, litde anxious about 
the enjoyment of his crown, amid the clalh ofido- 
tneftic parties, he engaged fucceflively in contefts 
with almoft every European power, becaufe each, 
in its turn, had given proteftion to the Pretender 
to hw rights. 

But, the foreign dilputes of this reign were fliort^ 
as well as unexpenfive. A nd they did not, there- 
fore, call forth the whole force of the kingdom % 
which may be deduced in the following manncn 

If the current of population continued its pro*- 
grefs, as we have feen it did to the commencement 
of the prefent reign, the fighting men mull ne* 
ceflarily have amounted, during the time of George 
I. to two millions and fifty thouland* And the 
■efFedkive wealth of the country, there is reafon to 
think, had accumulated mean while in a fiiU 
greater proportion; from preceding encour^e<« 
inencsi aad the augpnentation of capitals* 

H Owld^ 
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Owing to the encreafe of circulation, whicK 
enables the opulent to convert fo eafily land into 
Coin, or coin into land, and to the accumulation 
too of moveable property, the intereft of money 
began to fall towards the end of King William's 
reign, when no great balance of trade floiyed into 
the kingdom. And the natural intereft continu- 
ing low, even amid the prefliires of the fubfequent 
ivar, the Parliament enafted, in 17 13, that the 
legal intereft fliould not rife higher than five fer 
cent, after September 17 14. Thus England, 
while flie was yet embarraffed with the never-fail- 
ing confequences of war, gained "that abate* 
ment of intereft by law," which Sir Jofiah Child 
rather too fondly infiftcd, during the preceding 
age, would produce fo many benefits to his coun- 
try : The advance of the price of lands in the pur^ 
chafe ; the improvement of the rent of farms ; the 
employment of the poor; the multiplication of artifi-^ 
cers ; the increafe of foreign trade ; and the aug^ 
mentation of the flocks of people. The natural in- 
tereft of money fell to three per cent, in the reign 
of George I. while the government feldom bor- 
rowed at more than four. 

The praftice of borrowing on behalf of the ^ 
ftate had commenced with the prefuires of King 
M^illiam's reign. This policy was continued, and 
extended, during the wars of Anne. But, in the 
time of her fucceffor, the contraftj between the 
government and the lenders, was not fo much 
made, as in preceding times, for the re-payment 
9 of 
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oF the principal, as for an annuity inftead of in- 
tcreft. 

The nation had thus contrafted a debt, before 
the 3 ift of December 1 7 14, of - >£• 501644,307 j 



■»*«MHM**aHV«M«l« 



to pay the intereft of which re- 
quired, from the land and labour 
of this kingdom, yearly, - 'jC*^i8 11,904. 



»0mmmt 



It ought to be remembered, however, that this . 
debt was due by the nation in its colic dtive capa*.. 
city ; but, that individual creditors had acquired-. 
a vaft capital in it, of the more importance^ tO:/ 
them and the public ; as, befides yielding an m-^ , 
nual profit, it was equally commodious as coin, 
for all the ufes of life j fince it could be eafily 
pledged, or transferred. Aqd land- owners were 
thereby enabled to improve their eftates, m^nu^-; - 
fafturers to trarry on their bufinels, traders to e|c- 
tend our commerce, and every one to pay their 
taxes. If by this debt, and by this annuity, th^ ^ 
ftate was fomewhat embarrafled, the induftrious 
claffcs derived,, probably, feme advantage, from 
the aftive motion, which was. thereby given to the 
circulating value of all things. Yetj if the peo* 
pie received no pofitive benefit, they were at leafl: 
enabled, by this facility, to fuftain aftual burdens 
with greater eafe. 

While taxes were, without rigour, colledcd 
from annual income, and not from produdive ca- 

H 2 pitalj 
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jntsi, aBiiancial operation was performed, ia iji^g 
which gradually relieved the cmbarraffments of- 
the JSate, and gave frefh vigour to circukuiony that 
energjstic principle of coninaercial times. AU thofe 
taxes, which had from time to time been granted 
for the payment of various annuities, were at once 
• made perpetual, and direfted to be paid into three 
great fbnds. The interefi: of the public debts was 
reduced from fix per cent, to five. And whatever 
furplufes might remain, after paying this liqui- 
diated intercft, were ordered to be thrown into a 
fourth fiand, which was thenceforth called the 
^nJdngfundy becaufe it was dcfigncd to pay ofi^thc 
principal and intereft of fuch debts as had been 
contrafted before Chriftmas 17 16. 

So produftive were the taxes, owing to the 
prolperity of the people, that thefe ^furpliifcs 
amounted, before the end of the reign of George I. 
to iC- 1^83,1 90*. And thefe furplufes would 
have made the country ftill more profperous, had 
the finking fund been conftantly applied, as it was 
thus originally defigned; by keeping circulation 
full and overflowing, and thereby preventing what 
is commonly deplored as ajcarcity of money. 

Notwithftanding that falutary operation, and 
our manufaftures and trade were at the fame time 
greatly encouraged, the capital of the public debts 
amounted to nearly as much at the demifc of 

• Exchequer account, in the Hillory of Debts. 

George 
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George I, as it bad been at his acceffioiii though the 
^uinuity, payable on them, wais by thofe m^ns fome- 
what reduced j as appears by the following ft^cement: 
The principal of the optional cj^bt was, on the 

jxft of Pecem^r 1714* £*SZy^^t*07^ i .the intereft tberecm jf.2>8ii,904, 
jy> on 31ft Dec. 1727 - 52,092,235; PiW - 2,363,564. 



The intermediate^ dimt- 
nutioa - - £.4,5*8,841 /•448,340 

We fliall hcfwbver giih a morfe adequate notion 
not only of the public revenue and burdens^ but 
of the refouf ces of the nafion, frpnj rti? fpljow!^ 
ing detail; 

The nett exeife, Recording to tt hii«- 
dium of foxir years, ending at M|- 
chadmas 1726 (exelufive- of the 

malt-tax) - - iC-i^9^7j3S4 

The nett jinnual cuftoms 1,530,36 1 
Various and profeiffcuoqs 

imernal taxes - 666,459 

Total appropriitai — -?.^ ^^.-^ 124, 574 

The land-tax at is. in 

the pound is given for j^. 1,000,000 
Malt - duty brings in 
^.6 8> 0,000, but is gi- 
ven for - - - ^ 750,000 
Raifed by lottery - ^ ^ 750,000 
Total annual gnCnts 
for current ferviccs ' 2,500,000 

H 3 Ncr 
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Nctt annual revenue - - £^6s6a4.,v/g 
Charges of colleftion - ' • 600,000 

The grofs fum raifed yearly on 

the people - • - ir.7,224,17^ 

The public expenditure was as follows : 

Intereft of a debt of L'S^yl93sSSS*y 

including the furplus of the civil 

lift, which is X* 3^67 8 per annumy 

^.2,240,985 , 
The civil lift - - 800,006 



• 31040,9^5 

Surplus of the finking fond - 11083,190 

The current fervices of the army, 

navy, &c. - - - • 2,500,000 

The annual charges with current • 

fervices . - - - 6,624,175 

Salaries and other charges, at leaft 600,000 

II 

Grofs fum annually applied - j^.7,224,175 

The value of the furplus prcdufts of the land 
and labour of England, after domeftic confump- 
tion was fully fupplied, amounted yearly, at the 
acceffion of George I. to ^.8,00^,068; which 

* But, according to James Poftlethwayt's Hiilory of the 
Public Revenue, the national debt, on the 3 1 ft of December, 
1726, was i^.52,771,005; whereon was paid an annuity of 
^.2,562,217. 

formed 




THE STRENGTH OP G. BRITAIN* lO^ 

formed a much larger cargo than had ever been 
exported before. And from this circumftance we 
might infer, that there was now employed a 
greater capital in trade than, by means of its pro- 
ductive employment, had, in any prior age, pro- 
moted the wealth and greatnefs of Britain. 

The Englifh fhipping, which exported that vaft 
cargo, at the acccffion of George I. had then in- 
creafed to - - - - 444,843 tons j 
which muft have been navigated, 

if we allow twelve mariners to 

every two hundred tons, by - 26,691 men. 



The royal navy, which had been 
pt-incipally left by Queen Anne, 
carried in 1715* 

Wood ftated * the amount of the 
navy, in 1721, at - - 



167,596 tons* 



- 158,233 tons: 



vhich, faid he, is more than in 

1688, by 57,201 tonsi 
and more 

than in 1660, by 95,639. 
f 4. 

Notwithftanding the boails of 
Wood, and the glory acquired 
by defeating the Spanifti fleet, in 
17 18, it is apparent, that ^ the 
navy had lately fuftaincd a di- 
ijunution of - «• - 



^^Z^i tonir. 



♦ Survey of Trade, p. 55, 
H4 



Havins 
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Having, laid thus much with regaid to thd 
ftrength of Britain, let us now examine the lofle% 
of our trade, from the petty wars of the prelenfi 
reign ; which feem not indeed to have much in- 
terrupted the foreign commerce of the kingdoiWy 
while falutary regulations excited the dpmeftic !?).• 
duftry of the people. 

Owing probably to a complication of caufes-^ 
the traffic and navigation of England appear tG> 
have ftruggled with their oppreffions, during thi% 
reign, but never to have rifen much fuperior to 
tfhc amount of both, in the year of the accefTioa of 
George I. The following details offer fufficient 
proofs of the truth of this reprefentatjon ^ 

3hips cleared outwards* Value of car^oe^ 

Years, Tons Englifh. D® foreign. Total. £, 

I7H 444,843^- 33^9S^- 478,793 - 8,oo8>c65 
1$ 406,392 - 19^508 - 425*900 - 6,912,263 
j6 4383816 - 17,493 - 456.309 - 7^049,59^ 



1^ 



1713 4271962 - 16,809 - 444>77i - 6,36i-,3S« 
23 3921643 - 27,040 r 419*683 - 7j395>9o8 

We ihall fee however a progrefs, if we contraft 
the average3 of our navigation and trade, at the 
beginning and at the end of George I's reign j 
;and if we alfo recolleft, that the bufinefs of 1726 
and 1727 was fomewhat interrupted by war, or 
ty preparations for war* 

^ Ships. 



t. . . 
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ITeiirs. . Ships cleared outwards* . Value of caq|CMi^ 

J7I?T TonsEnglilh. D® foreign. Total. ^, 

14 ( 4^i>43i - ^6>573 • 448*004 • 7>h^>i7i 

J726] 

27 I 432,8j2 - 23*651 - 456*483 - 7*891*73^ 

During this progrefs there were, however, *' » 
pmrd compl^nt and concern of the nation, on tl;ic 
fubjcft of a decline of trade'* ^ Joibua Gee pul)* 
Hlhed, in 1729, his treatife, which, in order **to 
^w the wounds our commerce and manufeftoricj 
had received, he put into the hands of the minifters^ 
of the King, the Queen, and the Prince f /' When 
Erafmus Philips wrote his State of the Nation^ in 
J 7 25 J, he found ** fome men fo gloomy, that 
they thought us in a worfe condition than we really 
are, and that it would be impoffibte to pay off tf«l 
public debts ; fince all iYm pomp is nothing but 
fdXft luftre; as we owe more than we are worth; 
as our money is diminifhed ; and as we have little 
jteft but paper- credit/* Againft this contempora# 
neous declamation, which fhews that man, in cvcrjf 
age, utters his lamentadons in a fimilar tone. Phi* 
lips Itated, what experience has (hewn to have 
|:>een undoubtedly true, the certain froofs of tb^ 

f VSTeod's Survey, • 

f Gfe's Dedication. 

I Preface to The State of the Nathn ; which, as well 9$ 
ff^ood^s Suruej* ^^ dedicated to tHe King, accotrding to tbt 
Dcjj^e pf the times, 

^of^ty 
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profperity and cpulence of a country ; ^eat numherM 
cf induftrious people j a rich commonalty i money at 
hw inter eft \ and land at a great value. 

Nevcrthclefs, there were affuredly events, dur-» 
ing the reign of George I. -which caft a gloorn 
over the nation, and obftnifted general profpcrity^ 
The perfecutions of the great, on the acceffion of 
a new family, which were followed by the tumults 
of the mean, ought to give a leffon of moderation ^ 
fince they were attended with no good confe«» 
quences to the ftate. The fubfequent rebellioa 
of 17 1 5 brought with it a twelvemonth of diftrac- 
tion, without leaving the terrors of example. 
And the war with Spain, in 17 18, oWlrudted our 
Mediterranean commerce, as every war 3vith that 
kingdom muft continue to do, while Gibraltar, the 
great caufe of hoftilities, remains, and bids the 
Spaniards defiance. But, it was the infamous year 
1720, which diverted all clafles to projefts and 
bubbles, that ought to be blotted from our annals^ 
if they did not form remarkable beacons to diredt 
our future courfe. 

Of this reign it is the chara6teriftic, that though 
in no period were there fo many laws enafted, for 
promoting domeftic and foreign trade, yet, at no 
time did. both profper lefs, during thofe days of 
captious peace, rather than avowed hoftilites. The 
treaty of commerce with Spain, in 17 15, muft 
have infpired our traders with frefh vigour. The 
law which, in 17 18, prohibited any Britifli fub- 
jeft from carrying on traffic to the Eaft under 

foreigi> 
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'fereign commiflions, turned their ardour upon 
more iftvigorating ol jefts, by jpreventing prodiic- 
rive capital from being fent abl-oad. The mea- 
fure of allowing the exportation of Britifb-made 
Ihteffy duty-frety in 17 17, gave us a manufadurc^ 
which is faid, even then, to have employed many 
thoufands of the poor. And the fiflieries were 
encouraged by bounties, which muft have multi^^ 
plied the important race of our mariners. 

The falutary laws, which were made for incit-* 
ing domcftic induftry, were doubtlefs more effica- 
cious in the fubfequent reign, than they were felt^ 
in any great degree, during the prefent. The ma- 
nufactories of iron, of brafs, and of copper, being- 
confidcred as the third in extent, fince they em- 
ployed, as it is Jaidy in 17 19, two hundred and 
thirty thoufand perfons, were promoted with the 
attenrion, which was due to their importance. 
The continued encouragement, that had been given 
to the fabrics of filk, and the ereftion of the vaft 
machine of Lomb, in 17 19, had raifed the annual 
value of this manufafture to jf. 700,000, in 1722^ 
more, as it is ftated, than it had yielded at the Re- 
volution. 

But, the year 1722 muft always form an epoch, 
as memorable for a great operation in commercial 
policy, as the cftablilhment of the finking fund' 
had been in finance, a few years before. The Par- 
liament had indeed, in 1672, withdrawn the duties, 
which were then payable by aliens^ on th'e expor- 
tation of our cwn manufadurcs. This falutary 

principle 
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ffrinciple was ftill more extended, in 1700, bf 
removing the impofts on every kind of woollen 
goods, that fhould be thereafter fent abroad. Ic 
was however by the law for the further encwrage^ 
fifent of manufaStutesy that every one was allowed 
to export duty-free all merchandizes, the produce 
cf Great Britain, except only fuch articles, as ihould 
be deemed materials of manufafture j while dnigs> 
and other goods ufed for dying, were equally per- 
mitted to be imported duty-free. And other faci- 
lities were at the fame time given to trade, whilft 
the filheries were promoted by bounties. 

After enumerating all preceding meafures of en- 
couragement, Anderfon* remarks, in 1727, that 
nothing can more obviouOy demonftrate the amaz-, 
ing increafe of England's commerce, in lefs tha» 
two centuries paft, than the great growth of its, 
manufacturing towns, fuch as Liverpool, Man- 
chefter, Birmingham, and others; which are ftrll 
increafing in wealth, people, bufinefs, and build- 
ings. Yet, Lord Molefworth f complained, ixt 
172 1, " that we are not one- third peopled, and 
our (lock of men daily decreafes through our 
wars, plantations, and fea-voyages." His lord- 
fhip was arguing, when he made this obferva- 
tion, for a general naturalization j sl policy of very 
doubtful merit, becaufe in all fudden change there 

f Cbron. Com. vol. ii. p. 314.. 

f Pref. to his tranflation of Hottoman's Franco- Gallia, 
2<i edit. p. 23—4. 

is 
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IS confiderable inconvenience; and he may hare 
therefore been biafled by his principle. If thi$ 
nobleman intended to add his teftimony to an 
apparent faft, that he (aw no labourers to' hire, his 
evidence would only prove, that the induftrious 
dajfes were fully employed ; and employment xiever 
fails to promote population. If his lordfhip mily 
meant to give vent to his laudable anxieties for 
his country, this circumftance would lead us to 
infer, that great as well as little minds arc too apt 
to complain of the raiferies of the prefcnt. 

When we our betters fee bearing our woes* 
We fcarcely think our mi/eries our i(xs» 



C H A P^ 
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Chap. VIL 

Sie State of the Nation at the AcceJJion of George IL^-^ 
Remarks thereon, — "The Increafe of "Urade and Sbip^ 
fing. — Complaints of their Decline. — RefleSions .—^ 
Our Strength when War began in 1739. — Our 
J'rade and Shipping during the War. — ^be Prof- 
perity of both at the Refioration of Peace. — Com- 
plaints of Decline. — Remarks. 

TH E reign of George II. with whatever 
finifter events it opened, will be found to 
have promoted greatly, before its fuccefefiil end, 
rfie induftry and produ&ive capital of the nation 5 
and confequently, the efficient numbers of the 
people, by the means of augmented employments. 

He found his kingjdoni burdened with a funded 
debt of rather more than fifty millions; which 
required annually, from the land and labour of the 
nation, taxes to the amount of two millions and 
upwards, to pay the creditor's annuia\ 

But, as his predeceflbr reducvd, ten years before, 
die intereft payable on the public debts, from fix 
per cent, to five, the adminiilrarion of the prefent 
King made a further reduitijn, v.i:h the confcnt 
of all parries, from five per c:n\ to four, in 1727. 
Thde meafures^ which the fortunacc circumftanccs 

of 
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^f the times rendered eafy and fafe, not only, 
ftrcngthened public and private credit, but, by; 
reducing the natural intereft of money ftill more^^ 
muft have thereby facilitated every operation o£ 
domcftic manufaftures, as well as every effort of 
foreign traffic. The febrics of wool were at the 
farae time freed from fraud. And the peace with 
Spain, in 1728, muft have invigorated our expor- 
tations to the Mediterranean ; the more, as a truce 
was then alfo made with Morocco. 

Yet, party-rage ran fo high, in 1729, fays An* 
derfon*, that the friends of the minifter found 
themfelves obliged to prove by faSfs, what was 
before generally known to be true, that Britain 
Was then in a thriving condition : the low intereft of 
money, faid they, demonftrates a greater plenty 
of xrafh than formerly j this abundance of money 
has raifed the price of lands from twenty and 
twenty-one years purchafe to twenty and twenty- 
five ; an advance, which proves, that .there wer^ 
more perfons able and ready to buy than for- 
merly :-*-And the great fums, which were of late' 
expended m the incloling and improving of lands^ 

♦ Chron. Com. vol. ii, p. 322. — The oaufe of the abov^- 
mentioned f arty-rage is now fufficiently known. Sir Speftcer 
Compton outwitted himfelf in the bargain for place, about 
Queen Caroline's jointure, 5ir R, Walpole did not higgle 
with her Majefly about a hundred thoufand pounds : and hp 
was, in retarn> continued t^e minifter. But, the profperity 
of the people is no wife connedlcd with the interefled concefts 
zmm^fbtgrtau 

and 
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ind in opening mines, are proofi tiftm atigAieht?^ 
fion of opulence and people ; whik the increaict^ 
^lue of our exports (hews an increafe of mami-y 
feiSures ; at the feme time that the greater number' 
6i fhipping, which were cleared outwards, tnark^ 
iJie wider extent of our nav^tion. » 

If we Compare the averaged df our veflcls an^ 
cargoes, in the firft years of the prefent reign, with 
fhofe of the three years of peace, which preceded 
the war of 1739, we IhaH fee all thofc troths in 3 
fBU more pleafing light. 

Tears* Sliips cleared oot wards. Value of cargoeiL 

i726T Tons Eng. D® foreign. Total. £, 

■ 27 } 43*>83a - 23,651 - 456,48^3 - 7>9i8,40^ 

«7367 

37 \ 476,941 ^ ^6,6 27 - 503,56s - ^,SS3A3^ 

It was at this moment of unexampled profpc- 
Hty, that the elder Lord Lyttekon wrote Cew- 
fiderations on the frefent State of Jffatrsy (1738). 
/^ In moft parts of England," fays he, *' gentle- 
tnen's rents are fb ill paid, and the weight of 
takes lies fo heavy upon them, that thofe, who 
have nothing from the Court, can fcarce fupporc 
their families. — Such is the ftate of our manufac- 
tUreSi fuch is that of our colonies i both fhould 
be enquired into, that the nation may know, whe- 
ther the former can fupporc themfelves much 
longer under their various prefilires." ' The edi- 
tor of his lordihip's works would have done no 

diiTervicc 
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diflervice to the memory of a worthy man, hacf 
he configned this faftious cffufibh to anonymous' 
obfcurity. Animated, by a congenial Ipirit, F^bpe 
too wrote CoHjiderations m the State of Affairs: 
in his two dialogues, entided fHiRTY-£iGHT, he 
rfepreferits; in moft energetic language, arid exqiii-"^ 
fite numbers, the nation as totally ruined i as over4 
whelmed with corruption.' 

"• See thronging millions to the Pagod run^* 

And oiFer country,' parent, wife, or fbn ! 

« ■ . » . • . • .■ 

Hear her bTeailc trumpet through the land proclaim. 

That not to be corrupted is th*e (hame. 

It was about the fartie time alfo, that WilEartt' 
Richardfon Compofed his efiay '^ On the Caujey<>f the 
Dtcline of Foreign l^rdde J"* Btit, it is riot eafy to/- 
conceive^ . that any djfquiCtion cari be monr de- 
praved, than a treatife to .-expl^n the caufes' of «d 
effeSly which did not exift. 

It was. the evident, purpofe of fbrficf of thdfe • 
"Writers 10 .drive the -nariori> headlong ifito Var/" 
v^ithout thinking; of arif other carrfeqbences, ih.^' 
acquiring power, or gratifying i^leenj and \j^ith^ 
otit coring how much a- peoplr^ reprefented ^s uii- 
able to pay their rents, might -be burthened wicff - 
taxes i or a country, painted as feeble from dilTW 
pation, might be difgrated, 6r c^onquefed. 

If the natrtni had thus profpered rn her affairs; 
ind the people thus increafed in their nunroers,^ 
Great Britain muft have contained, when fhe wa^ 
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fa&ioufly forced into war with Spainy a greatest 
hUmbcr of fighting men than* had ever foughitr 
Kcr battleS^ before. And (he n^uft: have poiicfled 
a* mafs of produftive capital^ and a gre^efs of" 
annual incortie, far foperior to thofe of form^ y«ars»» 
The courfe of circulation Had filled, ahd even 
overflowed. The natural rnsereft of money rani / 
ifeadily at three per cent: The price of all the ptib-^ 
lie iecurities had rifen fo much higher than they 
had been in any other period,, that the three per 
0ent. docks fold at a premium on 'Ctiange *• And! 
the annual furpItsTes of the (landing taxes,, as they 
were paid into the finking-fund, amounted im. 
1.738, to no lefs a fum than j^.i^aijiy^ay.. 
• Of this fond it has been very properly obferved>« 
that while it contributes to the liquidation 9t 
former debts, it iibiU more facilitates the contra£b- 
lag of new ones.. But^ the great conteft among- 
the public creditors at that fortunate epoch, wais^, 
not fo much wh^ ihould be paid his capital, as 
who fliould be fuffcred to remain the creditors of- 
the ftate f. How much of the public debts had* 
been paidi. during, the laft ten years, and how much:, 
ftill remained as a burden on^ the £tate,« will appear' 
ftom the following detail :. 



^ Sir J, Barnard's fpeeth for the r^du&i^ntf Interefi. 
♦ Id- 



flw 
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•tiiE s-AiKfitrt or i; bHiYaiS; itj 

fea ifo jia i>ee. ijti. 

Ditto - 173* 46,66(,767i— tlitta . • - l|0l|OjJ 
The interme4iMe dioiinli- 

The vatiie of the furplus produce of 6ur land 
ind labour, *hich Were then eitpbrtedi amounted 
yearly to jC'9>993>232; and .which mJghi Kav*? 
been ap|jUcd,' when feilt to foreign countries, ati' 
remittances for carrying on the war at che.greattft 
diftance. tt is indeed aii ackfiowlfedged fa£t, tha£ 
during rid eMifleioii of time was there ever fucfi 
t:onfidcrable balances p&id to England; as there, 
were tranfmicted; in the tonrfk cif the War of 
*739i oh the general ftatc tffher fJaymfeiiti; 

The EnglilK lhi{)ping, «hich aiftiiall;^ tfaiif- 
ikfrtcd that Vaft cargo of £-9,g$3,2j-£i amounted 
annually to 476^941 tons; which were navigated 
prdnbiy by 261616 men, who might have beerf 
kS engaged in die public ftrvlce, either by itiSiiJ 
ftrttci tff forte.' 
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There had mean while been an equal progreis 
ki.the augmentation of the royal navy;, whiclk 
carried 

Tons. 

in 1727 — — 170^!! 
in 1 74 1 — — -198,387' 
in 1749 ' — — 228,215 ♦ 



Xfiwiirwiirch being premifed, as to the ftatc of 
eur ftrength, we fhall gain a fufficient knowledge 
of die condition of our navigation and Comoiercc^ 

*" An admiralty-lift, in the Paper-ofiice, gives us the fbj- 
Idwing detail of the King's Ihips in fea-pay, cut the 19th Juty 

■ • Shipt. 

Stationed in the Plantations - 24 carrymg 5*045^ inen> 

in the Mediterranean, 17 - . - 5,011 

at Newfoandlandji 3 - * - : 690 

Ordered ho^me, - - ' 4 - - 72a 

On the Irilh coall, - - 6 - "55° 

At home, - - - - 41 - • 9,602 



95 - 23,618 mariners. 

By preparations for a naval war, th» foregoing M ]>ad beeir 
fwelled, before March 1739» ^^ I47*fhips, carrying 38,849 
men. But their numbers were defedive, in 4,758 borne, and 
in 8,618 muftered.— From the fame authority, we have the 
following' abftradl of the royal navy in June 1748; which, 
when compared with the lift of 1738, gives us an idea fufR- 
ciently precife ^i tht flirt of England, during the war of 1739, 

It confifted of - - - 89 fhips of the line. 
of - - - 153 frigates. 



men was $0,65.4^ 



242 J whofc complement of 

during; 
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during the war of 1 73 9, by attending to the fub- 
joined detail of our mercantile flitpping and car- 
goes; 

Years. Ships cleared outwards ' ' VaUie of cargoes. 

*7J"1 Tons Engliflj. D» foreign. Tota^ £. 

37 \ 47^.941 - 26,627 - 503,568 - 9,993,232 

'739] , . 

40 > 384>^9i - 87,260 - 471,451 - 8,870,499 

41 J 

«744 373>8i7 - 7M49 - 4^6,666 - 9,190,62? 
»747 394.57' - 101,671 - 496,242 - 9i775,34cy 
1748 /579>236- 75j477 - 554,7i3-i»>«4i,202 

I 

Thus the year 1744 marked the ultimate point 
of commercial depreflion, if we may judge from 
the tonnagp j and 1740, if we draw our inference 
from the value of exports: Yet, whether we argue 
from the one year, or from the other, we mruft 
conduce, tliat the intereft of merchants was little 
injured, if it were not promoted, by this naval 
wan 

But, we fhall at once lee how little our induft 
trious clafles had been opprelfcd by the war, at 
home, and with what elafticity the fpring of foreign 
trade rebounded on the removal of warfkre, by 
comparing the averages of our navigation and 

,13 commerce. 




corpmcrce, during thp peaccfql years, before hoft^^ 
litics began, and after they ended : ' 

yean. Ships cleared outwards. Va^ue o{ carzoe** 

173^1 Ton^Sngliih. I><> foreign. TotaJ, £. 

' 37 } 476>94> - 26>6?7 - 5«3>S68 - p,9^3»?3« 

3U ' 
T7491 

^oMP9,7§§ - 51,380 - 6$i,i84- i2,5^aei»? 

During the foregoing fifty years of qncomrnoq 
profpprity, as to ou|- agriculture t and man^fac- 
jturej oyr pavigation, and traffic, and credit, the 
incumbrances bf the pyblic, and the burdens of 
the people, equally Continued to ^nqreafe. Th< 
idebt, whic|i wa^ Ipft at the dpmifc of Qij^^O A|inc^ 
remained undiminished ip its p^pit^l a; thp dpmif^ 
of Georgp If thoqgh thp annuity p^ab}e on it 
md tjccn Ipflcnpd almpil 4 millipp.' The teq. 

*^ It appears, by an account laid before the Parliament, 
that there had been exported in ^W years, from 1744 ^^ *74^* 
r^« from England to ttc atnouBt of 3,768,444 quarters:^ 
which, at a medium of prices, was worth to tliis nation^ 
/.8,oo7,948. Now, the average of the five years is 7^13,689 
quarters yearly, of the value of /.i,6ox,589. The expor- 
tation of 1749 and 1750 rofc Jtill^igher! «J This is an im- 
nienfe 'Turn,'* ' fays 'the pompiler of the Annual Regifter, 
[1772, p. 197] "to flow immediately from ijie produce of 
the earth, and the labour of the people ; enriching our mer- 
chants, and increafing an invaluable breed of feamen." He 
inight have added, with equal propriety, enriching »ur yeo^ 
manryy and increafing the ufeful breed of labourers dependant on 
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^ars of lubfcquent peace having made little al- 
teration, the public debt amounted, on the 3 rft of 
December 1738, to - - ^^.46,66 1,767 
on the 31ft of Dacember 1749, 

to - ' - - - - ♦ 74,12 I368S 



—whence we perceive, by an cafy calculation, 
that an additional debt had been mean whiie 

incurred, of ;C-^7>S59>9^9» bcfides unfunded 
debts to a confiderable amount. But, the nine 
years war of 1739 coft this nation upwards 
of fixty-four millions^ without gaining any bbjctSt^ 
becaufe no valuable objeft can be gained by the 
generality of wars, which* as they often commence 
without adequate caufe, end ufually without much 
deliberadon. It is tie be lamented, when hoftilities 
ccafc, that the party, which forces the nation tQ 
begin' them© without real provocation, is not com- 
pelled to pay the ^xpericc. 

The current of wealth, which had flowed yito 
the nation, during the obftrudbions of war, con- 
tinued a ftin more rapid courfe, on the return of 
peace. The taxes produced abundantly, becaufe 
^n induftrious people were able to confume H- 
•bcrajly. And the furplufes of all the impofts, 
after paying the intereft of debts* amounted to 
/. 1,274,1721. . The coffers of the rich began to 

• HUlory of Debts, and J. Poftlcthwayt's Hiftory of the 
public Revenue. 

f Hiftory of Debts from an Exchequer account. 

I 4 overflow. 
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pvcrflow. Circulation became ftill more rapi^i. 
The intereft of money, which had rifen during the 
prcfliires of war to four per cent, fell to three, when 
the ceflation of hoftilities terminated the loans to 
government. The adminlftration feized this prof* 
perous moment to reduce, with the confent of the 
proprietors, the intereft of almoft fifty-eight million 
of debts from fcur per cent, to three and a halfi 
during feven years, from 1750^ and afterwards to 
f hree per cent, for ever. And by thcfe prudent mea- 
fures, the annuity payable to the creditors of the 
ftate was leffened, in the years 1750 and 175 1, 
from /. 2,066,000 to £,. 2,663,000 *. 

It was at this fortunate epoch, that Lord Bo- 
ll ngbroke wrpte Some Confiderations on the State of 
the Nation ; in which he rcprefents the public as on 
the verge of bankruptcy j and the people as ready to 
fall into confufony from their dijlrefs and danger. 
Little did that illuftrious party- man know, at leaft 
little was he willing to own, how much both the 
public and the people had advanced, from the 
time when he had been driven from power, in all 
that can make a nation profpercus and great. 
Doddington at the faiiiC time — " faw the -country 
in fo dangerous a condition, and found himfdf fo 
incapable to give it relief f/* — that he refigned a 
lucri.tive office from pure difintereftednefs. And 
the fecond edition of Richardfon's EJ[ay en the 
Caiifes of the Decline of Foreign Tradcy was oppor- 

* j. Poillethwa} t's Hiilory of the Revenue, p. 238. 
;J- Diary, March 1749 — 50, &c. 

tunely 
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tuncly publiftied, with additional arguments, in 
1750, to evince to the worjd the caufes of an ^flj 
^at did not exift. 

State and wealth, the bufinefs, and ^he crowds 
Seem, at this diflance, but a darker cloud ; 
jAnd are to him who rightly things eileems^ 
No other in effed than what it feems* 

Notwithftanding all thdt apparent profperity and 
Jugnnentation of numbers, we ought to mention, 
as circumftances, which probably may have retarded 
the progrcfs of population, the Spaniih war of 
1727, that was not, however, of long continuance. 
The fettlement of Georgia, in 173^3 carried off a 
few of the lowed orders, the idle, and the needy* 
The real hoftilities, that began in I73Q> were pro- 
bably attended with much more baneful confe- 
quences. The rebellion of 1745 introduced a 
temporary diforder, though there were drawn from 
its confufions, meafures the moft falutary, in relpcft 
to induftry, and population. " Let the country 
gentlemen," fays Corbyn Morris, when ipeaking 
on the then mortality of London [March 17 50-1] 
^* be called forth and declare — Have they not con- 
tinually felt, for many years paft,,an increafing want 
of hufbandmen and day-labourers ? Have the far- 
mers throughout the kingdom no juft complaints- 
of the excejftve increafing ^prices of workmen^ ^d pf 
the impoffibility of procuring a fufficicnt numbey* 
at any price ?" 

Now, admitting the truth of thefe pregnant af«- 
firmations, they may be fticwn to have been alto^ 

gethcr 
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gctlicr confident with fefts, and with principlcau " 
Allowing his many years to reach to the dcmifc of' 
George I. it may be aflerted, becaufc it "has bccti 
proved, that our agriculttrre had been fo much 
improved, as not only to fupply domeftic wants, 
but even to fumilh «her nations with the meant 
of fubfittence ; and that every branch of our ma- 
inufadurcs had kept pace with the iiouriftiing ftatc 
jo{ our hu(bandry. It is furely demonftrable, that 
^t required a greater number of artificers to rnanu*- 
/afturc commodities of the value of^, 1 1,141,1029 
>and to navigate 554^713 tons of fhipping, in 
1748, than to fabricate goods of the value of 
jC-7>95i>77*> ^fid to navigate 456^3 tons of 
ihipping, in 172^. But, great dainand creates a 
icarcity of all things ; which in the end procures 
an abundant fupply* And, that d>e ^xciffvve f rices rf 
fporkmen did in iafit ptroducc a fufEcient reinforce- 
ment of warbften, may be inferred from the num- 
bers which, in no long period, were brought into 
aftion, by public and private encouragement. 

We fee in familiar life, that when money is ex- 
pended upon works of uncommon magnitude, in 
any village, or parilh, labourers arc always coUefted, 
in proportion to the augmentation of employ- 
ments. Expcric©ce fhews, that the fame increafc 
of the induftfious clafles never fails to enfue in 
Jarger diftrifts ; iq a town, a county, or a king- 
dom, when proportional fums are expended fbf 
Jabour. And it is in this manner, that manufac- 
tures and tradp every where augment the numbers 

of 
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pf mankind, by the aftive expenditure of produc- 
tfvc capitals. He, then, who labours to evince^ 
fhat the lower orders of men decreafe in numbers, 
while agriculture, the arts (both ufefiil and orna* 
mental) with commerce, are advancing from in- 
f onfideraj^lc beginnings, to une?:ampled greatnefi, 
^ only diligent to proye^ T^^^ ^^H[?^ ^^ not pro-- 
^ce their effeSls : ' 

As womeia> who yet apprehend 
^ome fuddei^ c(^ufi of caufelefs fear, 
Althoagh that feeming caufe take end, 
4 (haking thrpifgli .the^r Umbs ftill find. 

To thofe realbns of profpqrity^ that, having for 
^ears cxifted, had thus pf-qdyced the moft benefi- 
jcial efFefts, prior to the peace pf Aix-la-Chapellc, 
-new encouragements wefe immediately added. 
The reduction of the intereft of the national debts, 
by meafures altogethef confiftenf with juftice and 
public faith, ihewed not only tl^e flourifliing con- 
iditi'on of the kingdom, but alfo tended to make it 
flouriJli ftill more. And therp neceffarily followed 
all thofe falutary confequcnces, in relpeft to do- 
meftic diligence^ and foreign commerce^ which. Sir 
Jofiah Child had infilled 'a century before, would 
refult from the lowne/s of intereji* 

An additional incitement >yas at thp fame time 
given to the whale-filhery, partly by the naturali- 
zation of ikilful foreigners, but more by pecuniary 
bounties. The eftablifliment of the corporation of 
fhe Free Britijb Fijhery^ in 1750^ muft have pro- 
5 moted 
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moted population, hj giving employment to the 
induftrious claffcs, however unprofitable the proje<5t 
.may have been to the undertakers, whofe fucceft 
was unhappily fo unequal to their good intentions 
and unrecompenfed expences. The voluntary fo- 
ciety, which was entered into in 1754, /ir tie En^ 
couragement of ArtSy Manufactures ^ and Commerce^ 
muft have been attended with ftill more beneficial 
cfFc(fls, by animating the fpirit of experiment and 
perlcverance. And the laws, which were fucceflivc- 
ly enadted, and meafurcs purfued, from 1732 to 
1760, for preventing the exc^tve uje of fpirituous li- 
tjuorsy muft have promoted populoufnefs, by pre- 
fcrving the health, and inciting the diligence,, of 
the lower orders of the people. 

Yet, thcfe ftatutes, falutary as they muft have 
been, did not promote the health and numbers of 
the people, in a more eminent degree, than the laws, 
which were paffed, during the fame period, for 
making more cafy communications by the im- 
provement of roads. We may judge of the neccf- 
fity of thefe afts of legiflation from the penalties 
annexed to them. Of the founderous condition of 
the roads of England, while they were amended 
ty the compulfive labour of the poor, we may 
judge indeed' from the wretched ftate of the ways 
which, in the prefent times, are kept in repair by 
the ancient mode. Turnpikes, vyhich we faw firft 
introduced, foon afcer the Reftoration, were erefted 
jlowly, in oppofition to the prejudices of the people. 
The aft, which for a time made it felony, at the . 
7 beginning 
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beginning of the reign of George IL to pull down 
a toll-gate, was continued as a perpetual law, be- 
fore the conclufion of it. Yet, the great roads of 
England remained almoil in their ancient condi- 
tion, even as late «; 175.2 and j 7 54, when the 
traveller fcldom faw a turnpike for two hundred 
luiles, after Jeaying; the vidnity of LondotaV 
And we now Jcnow from experience how much.t(ie 
maJcing of .hidiways and bridges advances . the 
population of any country, by extending corre- 
spondence, by facilitating communications, and^ 
confcQuently,^ \^^ promoting intj^rml trfiBcy ^hif;|i 
was thereby rendered grq^tef^^jthjui.. Qur fpfciAi 
fincC'the ieji^ ciiifiom&r^ of hritcm arc tb^^eiftk §t, » 
Briiatn* • . ,, , . 'r.^^jr 

• '. ■ ►. t 
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jl inptitrtis P^act produied ^ new PTar.'^^^e JttJf. 
■ jburces of Britain. — Trade probers amidft HoftiU^ 
iUs.^Its Anfomt at the Peace (f 17(53;— if^-^' 
marks. 

AF T E It i captious peaCe of wry fliort dura-: 
tion, the flames of war, which for federal 
years had burnt Uftfetn amoffg the American* 
woods, broke out at length in 1755. Unlbftunatc' 
as thefe hoftilities were at the beginning, they yet 
proved fuccefsful in the end, owing to Caufesi- 
which it is the province of hiftory to explain; 

However falhionable it then was for difcontented 
ftatefmcn to talk * of the cimfuming condition of 
the country^ it might have been inferred before- 
hand, that we had prodigious refources, if the 
ruling powers had been animated by any genius. 
The defeats, which plainly followed from mifcon- 
duft, naturally brought talents of every kind mta 
aftion. And the events of the war of 1756 con- 
vinced the world, notwithftanding every ejiimate of 
the manners and principles of the times, that the 
ftrength of Great Britain is irrefiftibk, when it is* 

• SeeDoddiiigtga'sDiary,. i755-i<-6— 7* 

eofidifftcd^ 
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conduftcd with fecrecy and difpatch, with wifdooi. 
and energy. 

When Brackciiridge was iipbraidcd by Foftcij, 
for making public degrading accounts of our po^ 
pulation^ at the commencement of the wap of 
1755> he alked, juftly enough,. " fVbat encourage^ 
tnent can it give Jo the enemy to know^ that we bavm^ 
two millions of fighting men in our Brittjhiflands?*^ 
But we had afTuredly in our BritifKiOands a millioa. 
onore than Brackenridge unwillingly allowed*. 

The numbers and Ipirit of our people were 
amply fupported by the . augmented refources qT 
the nation. The naturd intereft of money, whicb 
had been 3 fer cent, at the beginning of this reign;^ 
never rofe higher than ;£.3. 13 j, (xd. at the con- 
dulion-of it, after an expenfive eourfii of erghc' 
years hoftilities. During, the two firft years of the 
war, tfec miniftei:s borrowed money at 3 fer cent. 
But, five millions beings lent to the adminiftrationt 
in 1757, the lenders required 4I 'fier cenf^ And 
from the former pun6f uality^ of government, and 
prefent eafe, with which taxes were found* to pay 
the llipulated intereft. Great Britain commanded 
the money of Europe, when the preflures of \^ar . 
obliged France to flop the payment of intereft oj» 
Ibme of her funded debts. 

Mean time the furphifes of the ftandmg taxes^ 
of Great Britain amounted, at the conimencement 
of^ the war, to one million three hundred thoufand 
pounds, which, after the reduftion of the intereft 
•f debts in £^57, fwelled to one miUk)n! fiiL hun*- 

drx^d 
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SimGatA poomb. And from this vaft (SufM 
ir income, tFic more fcancy ilreams^ which 
Sr ft>wcrf from new impofts, were contmually 
fepffierf, dur'rnp; thr ncigencies of war. 

Itr fs the fxpencr.*?, more than the flaughterj of 
msodcm hoftilftirs, wliich debilitate every commu- 
my. The wh«lr fiipplics granted by Parliannent, 
mA mfnl upon the people, during the reign of 
Gcofp.c fl. jiitunintcd ♦ to )C. 183,976,624* 

The fupplirs j^rnnrril, during the five years of the 
wari In'fuiv tho ikHcalc of that prince, announted 
to ' - - - -^ £^5^,3^9^3-5 

The liipplirs votc\!» durinj* the 
ihuT tui\ \rai> ot lus Uiccctibr, 

TKc (H ?nsnj\tt cxivncc* of 4 wir. 
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Whatever burdens may have been impofed, internal 
induftry purfucd its occupations, and the jcnter- 
prize of our traders fent to every quarter of the 
globr, merchandizes ta an extent, which wcrebw 
yond all former example. ^ 

There were exported annually, during xh£: firft 
years of the war, furplufes of 6uf land and lal^our; 
to the amount of j£. ii,7oSi5i5*; which, being 
fent abroad from time to time, to diflFcrent markets, 
as dennand * required, might have been all applied, 
(as fome of theoi undoubtedly were) in paying the 

infer from the official details, in the Appendix to The ObFcr- 
vations on the State of the f^atlon : / ' ( - 

The average of eight years nctt produce of- the 

' duty on foap^ &c. ending with ;J754. 1.- - £- 228;^ 14 

DittOj - - ending wuh 1767 ^ . •... 264,902 

Ditto on candles, - ending with 'i{r-j;4- -. • • jf» 136,073 
Ditto on ditto, - ending with 1767 -' -—155,716 

Ditto, on hSdesi, - ■ ending with 1754 - • ;^. 168,200 

Ditto on dittbj - Tending with 1 767 - - . 1 89,2 1 6 

— I 

■ As no new duties had been laid, on the before-mentioned 
neceffaries of life, the augmentation of the revenue .evinces 
an increafe of confuhiption ; coBfequently ' of comforts ; and 
confequently of people. In confirmation, let it be cbniidered 
too, that rht hiriditary and temporary excife produced,, according 
to an eight years average> ending >vith.i754' - £. 5.ZS»3^7 
Ditto, -■ . - - . ending with 1767 - ^ S3 81542 

' • ' ' -• .*. 

• There were moreover exported from Scotland, according 
to an average of 1755— ^6— 7, goods toth^ value ofj^,663,40i 

K 'fleets 
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fleetf and armies^ that made conqudb in cvcrf 
quarter of the globe. 

The Engiifh ihipping, wluch^ 2&tr exporting 
diac vail: cargo^ might have been emj^yed by 
government as tranfports^ and certainly fumiflied 
flie fleet with a hardy race, amounted to 609^798 
tons; which muft have been navi- 

gated, if we allow twelve men to 
. every 200 tons burden, by - - 36,588 men. 



We may determine, with regard to the progrcfi 
and. magnitude of the royal navy, from the follow* 
ing ftatement : 

Sailors voted by 
Tonnage* Parliament. Tbeir Wages, &€• 

In 1749 - 228,115 ^ 17,000 - £. 839,800 
1754 - 226,246 - io>ooo - 494,000 
1760 - 300,416 - 70,000 - 3*458,000 

It is the boaft of Britain, ** that while other 
countries fuflfered innumerable calamities, during 
that long period of hoftilitics, this happy ifland 
efcaped them all 5 and cultivated, unmolefted, her 
manufafturcs, her filheries, and her commerce, to 
an amount, which has been the wonder and envy 
of the world/* This flattering pichire of Doftor 
Campbell will, however, appear to be extremely 
like the original, from an examination of the lub- 
fcquent details ; which arc more accurate in their 
notices^ and ftill more juft in their conclufions. 
Compare^ then, the following averages of our na- 
vigation 
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vigation and traffic, during the fubjoincd years, 
both of peace and of war : 

Years. Ships cleared outwards. Value of cargoes. 

lyj.o'jTonsEnglifh. D« foreign. Total. £. 

. 50 [609,798- 51,386-661,184-12,599,112 
17557 

56 U5i,a54 ^ 73>456 - 5H>7ii - ii>7o8,5i^ 
57J 
1760 47i>24i - 112,737 - 573>978 - I4>693,170 

61 508,220- 117,835 .626,055 - I4>873>i94 

62 480,444 - 120,126 - 600,570 - i3>546,i7i 

I 

Thus, the year 1756 marked the loweft point 
of the depreffion of commerce ; whence it gra- 
dually rofe, till it had gained a fuperiority over the 
unexampled traffic of the tranquil years 1 749-50-^ 
51, if we may judge from the value of exports y 
and almoft to an equality, if we draw our inferences 
from the tonnage of Ihipping. The Spanifli war 
of 1762 impofed an additional weight, and we 
have feen the confequent decline. 

When; by the treaty of Paris, entire freedom 
was again rcftored to foreign commerce, the traders 
once more fent out adventures of a ftill greater 
amount to every quarter of the world, though the 
nation was fuppofed to be ftrained, by too great 
an exertion of her powers. The lalutary effefts of 
more extenfive manufactures and a larger cradc 
were inftantly feen in the commercial fuperiority * 

K 2 of 
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of the three years following the pacification of 
1763, over thofe enfuing the peace of 1748, 
though thefe have been celebrated juftly as times 
of unconnmon profperity. We Ihall be fully con- 
vinced of this fatisfa<flory truth, if we examine the 
foUowirig proofs : 

Yeart. Ships cleared outwards. Value of cargoes. 

j-y^Q •! Tons Englifh. D* foreign. Total, ' £• 

50 > 609,798 - 51,386-661,184 - 12,599,112 
^758 389,842-116,002- 505,844-12,618,335 

1759 406,335 - 121,016-^^7,351 . i33947>788 

1764-) 

65 > 639,872 - 68,136 ' 708,008 - 14,925,95c 

66 J 

The grofs inconr;e of the Poft-ofEce, foreign and 
domeftic, which y it is faid, can alone demon/irate the 
detent of our correfpondencey amounted. 

In 1754, to - - ^.210,663 
In 1764, to - . !£8 1,535*. 



In the midft of that iinexannpled profperity and 
accumulation of private wealth, Hume talked, in 
his hiftory, of the pernicious praElice of borrcwiyig 
on parliamentary fecurity \ a praftice, fays he, the 
moi*e likely to become pernicious the more a nation 
advances in opulence and credit, and now threatens the 

* The account of the Poll office revenue is flatcd, by the 
'Annual Regifter 1773, much higher, miilaklngly. 
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very exiftence of the nation. Even the grave Black- 
ftone, who feems to have been infefted by the 
declamations of the times, wrote of its being indjf- 
putably certain, in 1765, that the present magni- 
tude of our national incumbrances very far exceeds 
all calculations of commercial benefits, and is prcK 
duftivc of the greafeft inconveniencies by the enor- 
mous taxes, that are raifed upon the neceflarics. of 
life, for the payment of the intereft of the debt ; 
and thofe taxes weaken the internal ftrength of a 
ftate, by anticipating thofe refources, which Ihould 
be referved to defend it in cafe of neceffity *. Such 
fentiments, from fuch men, proceed partly from a 
narrow view of the fubjeft, and perhaps more frorp 
well-meaning defires to do national good, by raif-^ 
ing public apprehcnfions, with regard to the fccit- 
rity of property, and the fafety of the ftate. 

To laugh, were want of goo4nefs and of grace ; 
And to be grave, exceeds all power of face. 

^ Commentaries, vol. i. p. 328, 4th edit, 
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Chap. IX. 

^e Commercial Failures y in 1763. — Opimmu tberem. 
— ^be true State of the Nation. — Obfervaiioms om 
the Peace of 1763. — Various Laws for promothig 
domejiic Improvements. — SatisfaSiory Proofs of our 
Commercial Pro/ferity y at the Efccb of the Coh^ 
nid Revolt. — 2>/, were our ^rade and Sbtpprng 
popularly reprejented as mucb on tbe Decline. 

IT was at that fortunate epoch, that Great Bri- 
tain, having carried conqueft over die hoftilc 
powers of the earth, by her arms, laved Europe 
from bankruptcy, by the fupcriority of her opu- 
lenccj and by the difintereftedncfs of her fpirit. 
The failures, wHich happened at Berlin, at Ham- 
burgh, an J in Holland, during July 1763, com- 
municated difmay and diftruft to ever)' commercial 
town, on the European continent*. Wealth, it 
is faid, no longer procured credit, nor connection 
any more gamed confidence: The merchants of 
Europe remained for fome time in conftemation, 
bccaufe every trader feared for himfelf, amidft the 



• Sec the de{ix>cdent letter from the backers of Hamburgh 
to the backers of Amlterdaxn, dated the 4th of Auguft 176^, 
in the Gentleman's Magaane of this year, p. 422* 

X ruins 
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ruins of the greateft houfes. It was at this crifis, 
that the Britifti traders Ihewed the greatnefs of 
their capitals, the extent of their credit, and their 
difregard of either lofs, or gain, while the mercan- 
tile world feemed to pafs away as a winter's cloud; 
They trufted correfpondents, whofe fituations were 
extremely unliable, to a greater amount than they • 
had ever ventured to do, in the moft profperous- 
times : And they made vaft remittances to thofe 
commercial cities, where the deepeft diftrefs was 
fuppofed to prevail, from the determination of the 
wealthieft bankers to fufpend the payment of their 
, own acceptances. At this crifis the Bank of Eng- 
land difcounted bills of exchange to a great amount^ 
while every bill was fufpefted, a§ being of doubtful 
pefponfibJenefs. And the Britifh government, with 
a wife policy, aftuated and fupportcd all *. 

On that proud day was pqb|i{hed, however, 
♦* An Alarm to th^ Stockholders.^' By another writer 
the nation was remembered of " the dccreafe of the 
current coin, as a moft dangerous circuwftancey 
And by an author, ftill more confiderable than 
cither, we were inftrudled — ♦* How the abilities of 
the country were ftretched to their utmoft ex-. 
(eht^ and Ipeyond their natural tonc^ whilft trade 

* See Con£deration8 o^ the Trade and Finances of the 
l^ngdom. Yet« there were only» in England^ 233 bankrupt- 
cies^ during 17639 and 30)^ during 1 764. Of bankruptcies^ 
theie were, in England^ during I773«— 562^ and during 1793 
•—1304. — Thusi it is by comparifon« that wc gain accurate 
knowledge, 

JC 4 fuffcrcd 
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fufFcrcd in proportion : For, the price both of la^ 
hour and materials was enhanced by the number 
and weight of the new taxes, and by the extraor- 
dinary demand, which the ruin of the French na- 
vigation brought on Great Britain ; whereby rival 
nations may be now enabled to under-fell us at 
foreign markets, and rival us in our own ; That 
both public and private credit were at the fame 
time opprefTed by the rapid increafe of the na- 
tional debt, by the fcarcity of money, and the high 
rate of intereft, which aggravated every evil, and 
afFcfted every money tranfadlion." — Such is the 
melancholic pifture, which was exhibited of our 
commercial fituation, foon after the peace of 1763, 
by the hand of a matter*, who probably meant 
to (ketch a caricature, rather than to draw a 
portrait. 

If, however, the refources of Britain arife chiefly 
from the Ichtir of Britain, it may be eafily Ihewn, 
that there never exifted in this ifland fo* many m- 
dujlrious fccpk as after the return of peace, in 1763. 
It is not eafy, indeed, to calculate the numbers, 
who die in the camp, or in battle, more than would 
otherwife perilh from want, or from vice, in the 
dtv, or hamlet. It is fome confolation, that the. 
laborious clafles are too wealthy to covet the pit- 
tance of the foldier, or too independent to court 
the dangers of the failor. And though the fbr- 
faken lover, or the rcftlefs vagrant, may look for 

• Conlidcrations on the Trade and Finances of the King- 
dom, p. 3. 
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refuge in the army or the fleet, it may admit of 
feme doubt, how far the giving of proper em- 
ployment to both, may not have freed their parilhes 
from difquietudc and from crimes. There is, 
therefore, no room, to fuppofe, that any onelefif 
the anvil, or the loom, to follow the idle trade $f 
z^^, during the hoftiUties of 1756, or that there 
were lefs private income and "public circulationy 
after the re-eftaWilhment of peace, than at any 
prior epoch. For, it muft undoubtedly have re- 
quired a greater number of artificers to produce 
merchandizes for foreign exportation, after feed- 
ing and ploathing the inr 

habitants, to the value 

of . 
than it did to fabricate 

the value of - - 
It muft have demanded 

a ftill greater number 

of hands to work up 

goods for exportation 

of the value of 
than it did to manufac- 
ture the value of - 



- ;^. 143694^970 - in 1760, 



. U,5^9>ii? -ini750f 



16,512,404 -in 1764, 
1438731^91 - in 1761. 
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A greater number of fta- 
mcn muft furely have 
been employed to na- 
. . vigate and repair 
than - - . - 

And a ftill greater num- 
ber to man and repair 
t)uui . -^ ^ •• 
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Tons of ttathnal 
ihlpping. 

• 471,241.- in 1760, 

- 451,254 -in 1756, 

- 651^1.02 - in-i765i 

- 609,798*- in 1750, 



Ycu 



* It is »cknowle4ge<i« that Scotland famifhed a greater 
number of recruits for the fleets and armies of Britain^ during 
the war of 1756, than England, confidering the fmaller num- 
ber of her fighung men. Yet, by this drain^ the induftrious 
€ih£ks feem not to have been in the leail diminiihed. For of 
linen there were made for falc, 

in 1758 • - 10,624,435 yards, 

iii 176P •• ^ 11,747,728 



Of the augmentation of the whole produfts of Scotland dii- 
ring the war, we may judge from the following detail: The 
value of merchandizes exported from Scotland, 

in 1756 - - £. 663,401 
60 - - 1,086,205 

64 *"- - ' 1,243,927 



There were exported yearly, of Brkifif-manufaQured linens^ 
according to an average of feven years of peace, from 1749 

to 1755 576>373 yards. 

Ditto, according to an average of feven years 

of fubfequent war, from 1756 to 1762 -Jj355»22fii 

Having thus difcovered, that the fword had not been pat intc^ 
ufeful hands> let us take a view of the gre^at ^opl^n manu-s 

• 9idorie« 
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Yet, it muft be confcfled, that however ibe 
feople individually may have been employed, the 
Jiate corporately was embarrafled in no fnnall de- 
gree, by the debts, which had been contr^fted by 
a war, glorious, but unprofitable. Upwards of 
fifty-eight millions had been added to our funded 
debts, before we began to negociate for peace in 
1762, When the unfunded debts were afterwards 
brought to account, and afiigned an aniiual in* 
tereft, from a ipecific fiand, the whole debt, which 
was incurred, by the hoftUities of 1756, fwejled to 
j^.72,111,000. And when every claim on the 
public, for the war's expences, was honcftly latisfied^ 
the national debt amounted tQ •^ ^•i 46,6 8 2,844^ 



which yielded the cr^ditorsj, to whom it t^as due, 
an annuity of - ^ . /•4,85o,82i. 



Though it IS the intereft, and not the capital ♦jj 
that conftitutes the real debt of ibe ftate^ yet this 

annuity 

fadlories of England^ with an afpefl tp the famp exhilarating 
fubjedt. The value of woollen goads exported, 

'^ 1755 - - £'3»57S'^97 

57 - - 4'5|58,09S 

58 - - 4»973»46» 

59 - - 5>^S*'299 

60 - . 5*«3»i7» 



* Writers have been carried of late, by their^ zeal of pa- 
^riotiijn, to demand the payment of the principal of the debt, 

though 
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annuity .was, doubtlcls, a heavy incumbrance on 
the land and labour of this ifland : And however 
burdcniome, it was not the only weight that ob* 
ftrufted, in whatever degree, the induftrious clafles^ 
in adding accunnulation to accumulation. The 
charge of the civil government was then calculated 
as an expence to the people of a million. And the 
peace eftablilhjnent, for the army, navy, and mif- 

ihongh the intcrcft be punftually paid; as if the nature of 
the contract between the iudi'vidual and the ft ate had ftipulated 
fyx the payment of l}Oth. The fad is» l;hHt few lenders, fince 
King William's days, Jiave expelled re-payment of ^hp capitals, 
which the^ lent to the government. The ftocks^ as the public 
Securities of the Britifh nation are called, may be compared 
to the money tranfa^ions of the Bank of Amfterdam, as they 
have been explained by Sir James Stewart. No man who 
lodges treafure in this Bank, cyer experts to fpe it again: 
But he may transfer the Bank receipt, for it. The Dircdlors of 
Khis Bank difcovered from experience, that if the number ©f 
Xellen of thofe receipts fJiould at any time be greater than the 
buyers of them, the value of ailual treafure Jafely lodged would 
depreciate. And it is fuppofed, that thefc prudent managers 
employ brokers to buy up the Bank receipts, when they be- 
gin to fall in their value, from the fuperabundance of them 
on 'Change. Apply this rational explanation to the Britifh 
funds. No creditor of tl funded debt can afk payment of t]\e 
principal at the Treafury ; but, he may difpofe of his flpc|c 
in the Alley. The principles, which regulate demand and 
fupply, are equally applicable to the Britifh funds, as to the 
treafure in the Amflerdam Bank. If ther« be more fellers 
than buyers, the price of docks will fall : If there be more 
buyers than fellers they will as naturally rife. And the time 
is now come, when the Britifh government ought to employ 
every pound, which can pofTibly be faved, in buying up the 
^nV/f/Woffuch public debts #s pay the greateft intereft. 

celianeou^ 
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tcllancous fcrvices of lefs amount, though of as 
much ufe, may be ftated at three millions and a 
half, without entering into the controverfy of that 
changeful day, whether it was a few pounds more> 
or a few pounds lefs. If it aftoniihed Europe to 
fee Great Britain borrow, in one year, twelve mil'- 
lions, and to find taxes to pay the intereft of fuch 
a loan, amidft hoftiHues of unbounded expence, 
it might have given the Europekn World ftill higher 
ideas of the refourcts of Britain, to fee her fatisfy 
every claim, and re-eftablilh her financial affairs, 
in no long period after the concluGon of war. 

But, the atquifitions of peace proved, unhap- 
pily, more embarraffing to the coUeftive mafs of 
an induftrious nation, than the impofts, which' 
were conftantly collefted, for paying the intereft 
of debts, and the charges of government. • The 
treaty of 1763 retained . Canada, Louifiana, and 
Florida, on the American continent; the Gra- 
nades, Tobago, St. Vincent, and Dominica, in 
the Wefl Indies; and Senegal in Africa. With-' 
out regarding other objefts, here was a' v,^ide field 
opened for the attention of intereft, and for the 
operations of avarice. Every man, who had credit, 
with the minifters at home, oi" influence over the* 
governors in the colonies, ran for the prize of 
American territory. And many land-owners •'in - 
Great Britain, of no fmall importance, neglefted 
the pofTefTions of their fathers, for a portion of 
wildernefs beyond the Atlantic. This was the 
fpirit, which formerly debilitated Spain, more than 
■ - • the 
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the Peruvian mines ; bccaufe the Spaniards turned 
their afFeftions from their country to the Indies;. 
With a fimilar fpirit, millions of produftive capital 
were, withdrawn from the agriculture, and manu- 
failures, and trade of Great Britain, to cultivate 
the ceded iflands, in thcf other hemifphere, Do- 
meftic occupations were obftrufted ConfequentIy> 
and circulation was ftopped, in proportion to the 
(locks withdrawn, to the induftry enfeebled, and 
to the ardour turned to lefs falutary objefts. 

While the induftrious clafles of the people turere 
thus individually injured in their affairs, the ftate 
fufFered equally in its finances. The new acqui- 
fidons required the charge of civil governments^ 
which was provided for in the annual fupplies, 
but from taxes on the land and labour of this 
ifland. To defend thofe acquifitions, larger and 
more expenfive military eftablifhments became 
now ncceflary, though our conquefts did not 
yield a penny in return*. And an additional 
drain being thus opened for the circulating mo- 
ney, the opulent men> who generally lend to go- 
vernment, enhanced the price of a commodity, 
which was thus rendered more valuable, by the 
inceflant demands of adventurers, who offered the 
ufurious intereft of the Indies f. The coins did 
not confequently overflow the coffers of the rich ; 

» There were fome fmall fums brought into the annual 
fuppUes from the fale of lands in the ceded iflands, 

f It was a wife policy, therefore, to encourage foreigilers 
to lend money on the fecurity of Weft India cftates. , 

the 
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the price of the public funds did. not rife, as at 
the former peace, when no fuph cjr^n exiftqdj 
and the government was unable to make bargains 
for the public, in 1764, equally ^vantageous, as at 
the lefs fplendid epoch of 1750. - ^ 

In thefe views of an interefling fubjeft, the 
true objeftion to the peace of 17 63. was not, th^t 
we had retained too little, but that we had retained 
too much. Had the French been altogether ex- 
cluded from the fiflieries of Labrador and New- 
foundland, and wholly reftored to every conqqeft, 
the peace had been perhaps more conmplete. Whe- 
ther the minifters could have juftified fuch. a' treaty, 
within the walls of Parliament, or without, is a- 
confideration perfonal to them, and is an objedl,. 
quite diftindt in argument. Unhappy! that a 
Britilh minifter, to defend himfelf from clamour, 
muft generally adt againfl the genuine intercft of 
his country. .^f. 

Fortunate it is, however, for Britain, that there 
is a ipirit in her induftry, an increafe in the accu- 
mulations of her induftrious clalTes, and a pru^ 
dence in the oeconomy of her individual citizens, 
which have raifed her to greatnefs, and fuflain 
her power, notwithflanding the wafte of wars, the 
blunders of treaties, and the tumults in peace. 
The people profpered at the commencement of 
the prefcnt reign. They profpered ftill more, when 
our colonies revolted. And this moft energetic 
riation continues with augmented powers to prolper 
ftill, notwithftanding every obftrudtion. 

If 
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If this marvellous profpe'rity arife, from the 
confcioufnefs of everjr one, that his ferjm is free 
and bis properly Jafe^ owing to the fteady opera- 
lion of laws, and to the impartial adminiftratioh of 
juftice, one of the firft afts of the prefcnt feign 
muft be allowed to have given additional force 
to the falutary principle. A young 'Monarch, 
with an attachment to freedom, which merits the 
commendations, that pofterity will not withhold, 
recommended from the throne to pake the judges 
commiffions lefs changeful, and their falaries -nibrc 
beneficial. The Parliament feconded the 2eal of 
their Sovereign, in giving efficacy to a nireafure, 
which had an immediate tendency to fecure -every 
right of individuals, and to give ardour to all 
their purfuits. If we continue a -brief review of 
the laws of the prefent reign, we fhall probably- 
find, that, whatever may have been ncgledted, 
much has been done, for promoting the profperity> 
and populoufnefs, of this ifland. . ; 

Agriculture ought to be the great objeft of our 
care, becaufe it is the broad foundation of every 
other ertablifliment. Yet, owing in fome meafure 
to the fcarcity of feafons, but much to the clamour 
of the populace, we departed, at the end of the 
late reign; from the fyftem v/hich, being formed at 
the Revolution, is^ faid to have then given verdure 
CO our fields. During every fefTion, from the 
demife of George II. a law was paflTed for allow- 
ing the importation of fait provjfions from Ire- 
lands for difcontinuing the duties on tallow, but* 

ter. 



■fer, Rogs-Tar3j' ahcJ greafc fiijnfi Ireland; tfl},ihifie 
'^x^i^fs 'ofdur-DberalFtyv'-we'inadc in6fe fegu- 
lancfti pcfpetaa^, which wtfre-beSire only; tcmpo- 
rarjr. - Wt prohibited iUc'ckpori of" grAirti yhile 
"ire ^Anittfed the impbrtaribn iff : it j; tiHj iii'r773i 
we fettled 'by a comproniftej tetween the growers 
and cDiifimcrsi a ftandard 'of piicia, at wlrich both 
ftotda in fiitiire be free*; If by the ■ foregoing 
■meafores'-thc- liiarice'ts were' tiettcr -fiipjdiW, the 
induftriOiii trlftilfcs moft haW bccri morfc abun^ 
dahtly- fed: if prices werfe foi'cicd too Ibw, the 
■fenhei^, 'and #ith thdrihtt(bandf^,rriuftfiavc both 
cqtfally fuffered. A' 'fteidy iharket'is fctf'the in- 
tercftjof all parties, imd dughfthcAfore tobe the 
aitn of -tfifi l^giilaturt;. ^ On tMs principle the Par- 
lianleflt feerii's io have aftcd, when, hf rejiealing the 
laws; ^i^ft'CngtofferSj it endeavoured, iii 1772, to 
give a 'ffee tircttiatioH to the trade in tern. On the 
Bther hatjd, fririoOs laws "wtre Jiaflcd fi for pre- 
fervirig timli^t and'Uilderwtiodi for encauraging 
the dilriire offiiHibs and trceSj pf iiddts and plants; 
And addiiionai laws wert p'affed ht feciiring the 
j)i-operty of the hufbaildman In the proddte of his 
fields, and , fcbhfequtritly for ^virig force to his 
diligfencit.'. ■■'.!'''' 

The dividing, 6f comrrioiisi the ihclofing of 
waftes, ihfe di^ttiflg Of niarihesj are all conheAed 
^ith agriculture*. Not. one lawi, fora^y.of thefr 

• 10 G«o. HI. cL i^i, 15 Geo; III. ch. 4j^ 
•f 6 Geo. III. ch. 36— 481^ Geo, III. ch. 4t. 

ii valuabl** 
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valuable ends^ was palfed in the warlike reiga 9i 
King Williaoi. During the hoftilities of Queen 
Anne^ eight laWs indeed were enaAed. In the 
reign of Geoige L (eventeen laws were.entAed for 
the fame falutary pxirpofcs. In the three*and-thirty 
years of George 11 /s reign> there were paiSed a 
hundred and eighty-two . laws^ with the fame wile 
defign. But, during the. firft fourteen fefHons o£ 
the prefent reign> no fewer than fey en hundred 
and two a£b were obtained^ for dividing of com* 
mons, inclofing of waftes, and draining of marihes. 
In this manner was more ufeful territory added 
to the empire, at the expence of individuals, thajn 
had been gained by every war fince ^e Kcvolur 
tion. In acquiring idiftant dominions, through con- 
queft, the ftate is enfeebled, by the charge of thdr 
eftablifhments in. peace, and by the' ftiU,.morc 
enormous debts, incurred in wary for their d^pcci. 
In gaining additional lands^ by reclaiming the 
wild, improving the barren,, and appropriating the 
common, you at once extend the limits of pur 
ifland, and make its foil more produdive. Yet, 
a certain chfs of writert have been ftudious to 
prove, that, by making the common fields more 
fruitful, the legiflature has impoVcrifHed the popr*. 
Cornieded with ,. agriculture too _is • the making 
uf r(jads. The highways of Britain were not equal 

* I . « - . 
■ 

• On th^ contrary; Mr. Howlet, Who i^nnOt be too mucK 
praifed for hh refearckes, on the fubjeft of population^ has 
publiihcd a pamphlet, which' proves f«t£sfii^orily,that shclo/kres 
f romote the increafe of-the people; , 

"7 in 
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Sagoodnefe to thofe of foreign countries, when the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was concluded. From, 
this epoch to the demife of George 11. great exer- 
tions were -certainly ufed to fupply the inconVe- 
nient defeft. The firft fourteen feffions of the 
prefent reign are diftinguilhed, not only for col- 
lecting the various road- laws into one aft* but for 
enafting no fewer than four hundred and fifty-two 
a<5ls for repairing the highways of different dif- 
tridts. I^ by this employment of many hands, 
nothing was added to the exteht of our country, 
every field, and every village, within it, were 
'brought, by a more eafy conveyance,, nearer to 
jeach other. 

In the lame manner canals facilitate agriculture, 
and promota manufeiftures^ ,b.y- offering; ^^mode; 
of carriage at pnce cheaper and niore certaint> 
A very early attention had been paid to the navi- 
Ration pf our mprs:. froni the Revolution to the 
'demife of .George IL. ipany ftreams had. heea: 

made riai^gable^ But, a ftiU greater number have 

• ..■ ...t ", • «.■ 

been rendered more oommodious to commerce, in 
the prefent reign, exclufive of the yet more valua- 
ble improveijient of canals. And, during the firft 
'fourteen feffions of this reign, nineteen acb were 
jpaffed for making artificial navigations, including 
'ihofe ftiipehdous works, the Bridgewater, the. 
Trent, and the Forth, canals ; which, by joining 
^he Eaftern'and Weftern feas, and by conneftmg 
iilmoft ci)^ery.manvifafturing town with the ■ capital, • 
l<?mulate the konvvn labours, 

• t» In 
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In this f)eriod too, many of our harbours Wtre 
enlarged, fccured, and improved : many of oui* 
citicsj including the metropolis of otir empire and 
bur trade. Were paved, cleanfed, and lighted. And, 
*nthout Iftcluding the bridges that havfc been built, 
and public edifices erefted, the foregoing efforts 
fof domeftic improvement can, with no truth, or 
propriety, be deemed the works of an ina6Hve age, 
or of a frivolous people. 

• If from agriculture we turn our attention to 
ihanufaftures, we Ihall find many laws enafted fo- / 
their encouragement, fome with greater efRcacy, 
and fome with lefs. It was a wife policy to pr .0- 
cure the materials of our manufaftures at the 
eheapeft rate." A tax was laid on foreign lir jens, 
in order to provide a fund, for raifing hemp ^ and 
flax, at home j while bounties were given or j thefe 
neceflary articles from our colonies, the bounty 
on the exportation of hemp was withdraw; j. Xhc 
impofts on foreign linen yarn were, w; ithdrawn- 
Bounties were given ,on Britifh linen cloth ex- 
ported ; while the making of cambric! ^s was pro- 
tiioted, pardy by prohibiting the foreig' ,,^ and pardy 
by giving frefli incentives, though wi^ j^out fuccefs, 
to the manufafture of cambricks wit' ^^^ our ifland. 
Indigo, cochineal, and log-wood, the neceflaries 
of dyers, were allowed to be f >eely imported. 
And the duty on oak-bark impor ^^ -yvas lowered, 
in order to accommodate the tar mers. It is to be 
lamented, that the ftate of the public debts does 
ifiot admit the abolition of eye ;^y tax on materials 
6 of 
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of manu&£ture> cff whatever countrj^ : this would 
be a meafure fo .much wifer, than givjUg prohibi- 
tions againil foreign manufai^res^ which n^ter 
fail to bring with- them the mifchiefs of riionopdly.^ 
a worfe commodity^ at a h^her pjrice^ 

Sach-ihoderation with thy Igunty join, 

That thott may'il nothing give that \b not thin0« , 

The importation of filks and velvets of foreigii 
countries was, however, prohibited, while the wages 
and combinations of filk-weavers were rcftraincd, 
though the price of the goods was not regulated, 
in favour of the confumers. The workers in 
leather were equally favoured, by fimilar means. 
The plate-glafs manufafture was encouraged, by 
crefting a corporation for carrying it on with greater 
energy. The making of utcnfils from gold and 
filver was favoured, by appointing wardjlns to dcr 
teft every fraud. And the law, which had been 
made, during the penury of King William's days, 
for preventing innkeepers frojn ufing any other 
plate than filver fpoons, was repealed in 1769, 
when we had made a very cxtenfive progrefs in 
the acquifition of wealth, and in the tafte for en-? 
joying it. 

Egypt with Aflyria flrpv^ 



In wealth and luxury.* 
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The moft ancient ftapjc of this ifland was, by 
prudent regulations in the fabricks of wool, lent 
to foreign markets, better in qiialityj ' and at a 
teyrcr price, 

L 3 Genera) 
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General induftry was excited by'Varfbus itie^s« 
which probably had -their eflfeft. Am>rcntiocs, 
tod workers for hire, were- pkced' under the jurif- 
diftiojti of magiftrates; who were empowered to 
enforce by corredtion the performance of con- 
trafts. Sobriety . was at the fame time prcferved, 
by reftrairiing the retail of fpirituous liquors* But, 
above ..aU, that law . muft have been attended with 
t1ie rrioft powerful effedb, which was made *^ for 
the more cffcclual preventing of abufes by per* 
fons eitipldyed in the manufafture of hats, woollen, 
linen, fuftiah, cotton, irOn, leather, fur, hemp, flax, 
moliair, and filk \ for reft raining uhlawfbl combi- 
nations' of every one working in fuch manu&c- 
tures ; and /or the Better payment of their wagps." 
This law "muft 'be allowed to. contain the moft 
powerful' incitements of the hiuriin heart; when 
we confider too, that the" aflize of bread was at 
the fame time regulated. 

If from a review of manufafturcs we infpect 
our ihipping, we fiiall perceive regulations equally 
iifeful. The whale-fiflieries of the river St. Law- 
rence and Greenland were encouraged by boun- 
ties, together with the white herring nfhery along 
the coafts of our ifland. Foreigners were ex- 
cluded, by acHitional penalties, from holding 
lliares in Britifli fliips. And oak- timber was pre- 
lirved, by new laws, for the ule of the royal navy. 
The voyages of difcovery, which do fo much honour, 
to the prefent reign, though they did not proceed 
fiom any aft of the legiflacure, may be regarded 

* as 
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as highly beneficial to navigatioOj whether we con- 
fider the improvement of nautical fcicnce, or the 
preftrvation of the mariner's health. 

But, ^11 thofe encouragements had been givefi 
in vain, had not the courfc of circulation been kept 
full and current, and the coin timefully reformed. 
New. modes were prefcribed by Parliament for 
the recovery of fmall debts in particular diftrids. 
Additional rehnedies were adminiftered for reco- 
vering payment on bills and other mercantile fecu- 
rities in Scotland. And the ifluing of the notes 
of bankers was rendered niore commodious and 
lafe. The importation of the light filver coin of. 
this realm i*a» probibitjsd ;■ and what was of more 
importance, every tender of Britilh filver coin, in 
the payment of any ium more than five-andr 
twenty ^iirids, otherwife than by weight, at five 
fhillings and two-pence per ounce, was declared 
unlawftjL This, admirable principle, fo juft in its 
theory, and fo wife in; its practice, was, about tht 
fame timey applied to the gold coin. And the gold 
coins were recalled, and re-coined to an unex- 
pefted amount, and ordered to pafs current by. 
weight, according tp die ancient courfe, rather than 
by tale, .in confornuty to .modera praftice. This^ 
meafure,, which does equal Jbpnour to the contriver, 
to the advifcr, and to the executor, has bpen at- 
tended with all the falutary eflfefts, that were fore- 
told, as to our domcftic circulation, our foreign 
Wdc, and to our money ^excban^ermth ^be^ Cbm- 

jncrcial world. - ^ * 
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The laws, which, wprc thus paflcd, from the 
acccflion of his prefcnt Majefty to the aera of the 
colonial rpvolt, had produced the moft beneficial 
effcfts, on our agriculture and m»nufa6kures, , oxi 
our commerce and navigation, had not the encr-. : 
gctic fpirit, that aduatcd our affairs, at the peace 
of i763:j continued to animate the induftnous^- 
claffes, and to accumulate their daily ^cqui(itiion$ij , 
If any one choofes to appeal froni gcnerajl reafon-r 
ings to particular fafts, let him C3iamine the follow* . 
ing proofs : 

Years. Ships cleared outwards* Yatue tf cargoes* 

j»7gj^"|TonsEngli(h. D** foreign. Total, £. 

65 [ 639,872 - 68,136 - 708,008 • X4j945^9SQ 

66 J 

1772) 

73 } 795>943 - 64»^3? - ?^o^i7S ? iS*6i3»P03 . 

74 J 

, Thus, our navigation had gained, in the intcrve- 
nicnt period, more than a hundred and fifty thou- 
fand tons a year, and ppr foreign traffic had rifea 
almoft a million in annual worth. The grofs reve- 
nue of the poft-office, which^ ariling from a greater, 
or a lefs, correfpondence, forms, according tp An- 
derfon, a politico- commercial index y amounted 

in 1764 - to . /• 281,535 
in 1774* - to - ' 345^321: 



♦ But, xhfi franking of letters had beep now regulate^ an^ 
ether improvexnents had been meantime made* 

' - Yet,; 
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Yet, profperous as our affairs had been, during 
the Ihort cxiftence of the peace of 1763, they 
were reprefented, by an analogous ipirit to that 
of 1738, either of defigning fadion, or of unin- 
formed folly, as in an alarming Jituation. The 
ftate of things, it was faid, is approaching to an 
awful crifis. The navigation and commerce^ bjr. 
which we rofe ta power and opulence, are much 
on the decline. Our taxes are numerous and heavy, 
and provifions are dean An enormous national 
debt threatens the ruin of public crpdit. Luxury 
has fpread its baneful influence among all ranks of 
people ; yet, luxury is neceffery to raife a revenue 
to fupply the exigencies of the ftate. Our labourr 
ing poor are forced by hard neceflity to fcek that, 
comfortable fubliftence in diftant climes, which their 
induftry at home cannot procure them. And the 
mother-country holds the rod over her children, 
the colonies, and, by her threatening afpcft, i^ 
likely to drive them to defperate meafures % 

Th* alarm-hell rings from our Alhambra walls, 
And> from the flreets, found drums and ataballs ! 

f Sec Gent. Mag. 1774, p. 513* &c. 
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jSr Cb/^wi Revolt. 'T-'^be St^te if the Nation^ — 
^ Her FiaanceSy ^radcy and Shipping.-^Her military 
. P&wh'. — "The Lojfes of Tirade from the War.^^ 
■' ^tbe Revival of 7'rade on the Re-ejlablijhmeni of 
. Peace. -^ Remarks thereon. — Financial Ofera^ions. 
^^The Sinking Fund ejlablijhed. — hs falutary Po^ 

WHEN, owing to the native habits and ac- 
quired confidence of her colonies ; to the 
ancient neglefts,' and continued, indulgence of Bri* 
tain ; to the incitements of party-men, and to the 
imbecility of rulers j the nation found herfelf at 
length 6bliged to enter into a ferious conteft with 
her tranfatlantic provinces, flie happily enjoyed 
all the advantages of a bufy manufafture, of a 
vigorous commerce, cf a nioft extenfive naviga- 
tion, and of a produdive revenue. Of thefe ani- 
mating truths we fliall receive fufficient convi<5tion, 
by examiiiing the following particulars : 

After liquidating every claim, fubfequent to the 
peace of 1763, and funding every debt, by aifign- 
ing an half-yearly interefl: for every principal, the 
public enjoyed an annual furplus from the public 
imjpplls .of two millions two hundred thoufand 

pounds^ 
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pOuAds, in i764# From 1765 to 1770, this fink- 
ing fund accumulated to £.(2,266^246. And from 
1770 to 1775, the furplufes of all our* taxes 
amounted annually to the vaft fum of j^. 2,65^1,455; 
which having rifen, in 1775 ^^^ 1776, to three 
millions and upwirds, proved a never- failing re- 
fource, amid the financial embarraffments^ of the. 
cnfuing war. Thefe fafts alone furnifh the moft 
fatisfaftory evidence of the great confumpdon of 
the colle6live mafs of the . people, and of their 
ability to confume, from their aftive labours and 
accumulating opulence. 

' Yet, during the profperous period of the peace, 
there were only difchai^d of the capital of the 
national debt - - - • )C- 10,739,793* 

And there remained, notwithftanding every ^di- 
fninution, when the war of the colonies bqgan, in 
1775, ^ narional debt of -^ /. i35j943»oSI 5 

Whereon was paid to the public 

creditors an annuity of - L- 43440>'8 2 1 *. 

The price of the ftock of the Bank of England 
rofe mean while from 113 pr cent, in July 1764, 
to 143 fer cent, in July 1774: and* difcounts on 
the bills of the navy Tell from* 6f fer cent, at the 
firft epoch', to i| at the feGond.- • The reform of 
the coin turned the nominal exchanges on the fide 
of Britain, which were in 'fa6l favourable before 

♦ ^r. Price/ ind 'Sir J. Sinclair, * ' 
• • ' • hoftili- 
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hoflilitii^s began^ owing to the flo.uriij^ing; G^e oC 
pur tradcj and the advantageous courf^ of' our 
general paynicnts* And the price of bullion. feHi 
bccaufe the.fupply was fuperipr to thc-demAml* 
From the foregoing notices, aa able ftfttcfrtian mights 
have inferred beforehand, that Great Britain xicver 
pofleffed fuch refources for a vigorous war. And 
this truth may be aflcrted, without fear, of contra-^ 
diftion, and without appealing to the immenfity^ 
of fubfcquent fupplies, for unanfwerable proofs of 
the faSi. 

The furplus produce of the land and labour of 
England alone, which, being exported to foreign 
countries, might have been applied to the ufcs of 
war, amounted to j^. 15,613,003, according to aa 
average of the years 1772 — 3 — 4*, 

The Britifh (hipping, which were chiefly em- 
ployed in exporting this immenfe cargo, and which 
were eafily converted into tranfporrs, to armecj 
fhips, and to privateers, amounted annually to 
795,943 tons: and this extenfive nurfery furni(hc4 
the royal navy with mariners of unequalled fkill 
and bravery, during a naval war, in the laft year 
of which, the Parliament voted a hundred and ter^ 
jhoufand feamen. 

We tnay calculate from thp continual progref^ 
in population, arifing from additional employ^ 

¥ There was moreover fent by Tea from Scotland, at the 
fame time, an annual cargo of the value of j^. 1,515,025, if 
^e may belieye the Cuilom-houfe book). 

ment$* 



hieHtij, ^hat":flieVe were' in this iftand, at thfe 
€po[6ii of the irbteiiial revolt, fdl aj.j'p^ooo fighdng 
^Aen. ' . ■ ' ;- / " ; " " ' : ' ^■- 

• ;TBy mmiMmg; the following details, we flidtt 
require idcias fu'fficicptly precife of die royal navy; 
hbih liefore'ihd kfifer the wir of die colorrfes' bei 
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7he Tfiyal feet carried in 1754 -*• 226,246 tons* 
. ^ ..in 1760 — 300,416 

. in 1774 — 276,04^6, 

Of \the king's fhips, cxifting in 1774, fevcral 
were found, on the day of trial, unfit for a6hial 
fenricc* By an effort, however, which Brtcain 
alone could have made, there were added to die 
royal navy, during fix years of war, from 1775 to 
1781:— 

Vcffels, 1 Guns. Tons* 

Of the line, with fif^es, 44 carrying 3^02 and 56,1441 

Twenties to forty-fours, no — 3»33i — S5»35<^ 

Sloops - • - 160 — 2»555 — 37>i6a 



^M 



3H S'888 146,65^ 

By a fimilar effort, during fix years of the Re- 
Volution-war, England was only able to add td 
her naval force 11,368 tons. And thus was thercf 
^ greater fleet fitted out, during the uncommoni 
embarraffments of the colony-war, than King 
William, or Queen Anne, or even than King 
George I. perhaps ever pofleiTed^ Of thefe fhips 

Wfif 
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wc were unhappily deprived of fcvcral, cither . by 
the misfortunes incident to navigadonj or by the 
good fortune of our enemies. Yet, we had in 
commiflion, in January 1783, thq fleet, the p!owcr 
of which will be moft clearly perceived from the 
following detail*; when it is remembered, that 
there were voted for the fervice of this year a hun- 
dred and ten thoufand feamen. 



Ships* Guns. 


.Men. 


20 of - 80 to 108 


- carrying 15,372 


44 of - - 74 


26,112 


45 of - 60 to 68 


24,320 


18 of - - so 


5,468 


6/^ Frigates above 30 


13.76.5 


51 Ditto under 30 


.8,581. 


XiO Sloops of • 18, and under, - 1 1^360 | 


15 Firefliips and bombs. 


■ - . I 


26 Armed (hips, hired. 


1 i 


393 -* Navigated by - 

• 


- - 104,978 

M 



Suth was the naval force of Great Britain, which^ 
after a violent ftruggle, broke, in the end, the con- 
joined .fleets of France, Spain, and Flolland. The 
'privateers of Liverpool, v/hich hnve been already 

ftated^ 

' ♦ The alx)ve Aatehient, tliough in a different form, was 
ofiicially laiil before the Houfe of Commons, at the debate qn 
ih.' pence. Ikfidcs the fliips in the lift of the Navy-boarOi 
there were fcventecn, from 60 to 91^ guns, ready to be cdid- 
jhifE^oed. S:ocl Haves in l\is Naval Chronology, t}ie &r#e . 

mfw 
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ft&ted, alone formed a greater leet than the armed 
colonies wete ever able to equip. Owing to vrfaat 
fatality, or to what caufe, it wasy that die vaft 
-firength of Britain did not beat down the colonial 
hriui^nts, not In one campaign^bul: m three, it is 
rthe bufineft of hiftory to expl«n> with nartatiw 
elegance, and profound remark. , . . 

It is now time to enquire 'ihft> the VaBiA oftfof 
.trade -from the- war- of thofe colonievr vhlch -had 
•been planted, and nurfed," with a mbtfier^ care, for 
.the exclufive benefit of oyr commerce.- . . : 
' if k was not muth interrupted b^ the privateers 
of the malcontents, we loft, whole mercantile fleets 
CO our enemies. And it mufl''be luln^tfed, that 
in the courfe of no war, fihce thAtof the Revo- 
lution, were our Ihipping ' fo inoSi deranged,' or 

of the tleeti of Gteu Briiun, . France^^ ^8^^* *f^- ^^"f^i'^ 
at ^c end of the war, ai under : 

'/ <■■ °^ tla.linp. J. ■ ■ iiyin 

" Britilh fhipi . - . - ,- 145- t^wjinfi . lOfW' 
--&eduathbfe"*anttng repair*. aS' *'■— r.^ • 



Sritifti effeftivc ! - - 


■17 . 


>i^ 


- UStJi 




-^: — 




— jirttl 


French - - - 
fipanilh -. . . 
DalcIi -'-"., 


- ii . 


.; .._ 


2,006 ., 










. IWtfa tipfe wjafttiug ripairs 




-,i^ 




Mortduih Ot«^i Brluln 


- 16 


'.-_i . 


'■-■' m 




bur traffic (b far driven frcnm its. iifual cham(m& 
Butj we ihatl fee the precife Hater, of hodi, by 'oa 

tendmg ^ to thii following details : 

' 

▼ialtietif 
Years. .. * Shi[is cleared oOcwsurds. cactfoct; 

' fjyjilTani'Eng. D° roreigri. Total. /j?* 

itttheiKBweful-i .73i795>W3 ^ ^4>»3» - »6oix75 - 15^61^,66^ 



f'll 



JUnencan Wft-^ 7^1 7^»798- - 73>*34 - 834,03a . i3,86i,8ii 

JTrehchwar - 1778^ ' •s^*^^ - 98,^13 - 755>35* - »'>!?5**o7(> 

Spaoilhwar - I77^- ; 59<^»^'i - I39»i24. - 73o>035 - «i»$95»43(> 

1780 6i94Bi - i34,-5is - 753»977 - 11,622,333 

Dutch war •' i^8i 547»953 - i^3A^o - 711^363 - xo>569,i8y 

178* S5i»85i - 2o8,cn .. 761,36a . xa,35);,^e» 

Jf wc reriew riiis fatistaftory evidence, we fiiall 
.j3robafaly find, that there were annually employed^ 
Ivhen the colony- war began^ more thaa one hun- 
dred arid fifty thoufand tons of Britilh ftipping^ 
than had treen yearly employed during the prof- 
perous years 1764—5 — -6; and that we arinuallj^ 
exported of merchandizes, in the firft- mentioned 
period more than in the laft, little lefs than a mil- 
lion in value : That the colonial conteft little af- 
fedted our foreign commerce, if we may judge 
from the decreafed ftate of our fliipping * ; but, 
if we draw our inference from the diminiftied va- 
lue of exported cargoes, we feem to have loff! 
j^. 1,751,190 a year 3 which formed, perhapsi 
the real amount of the ufiial export to the difcon- 
tented provinces : And the inconfiderable decreafc 

• There were entered inwards of fhips belonging to the! 
Revolted colonies, 34,587 tons, according to an average of the 
years 1771— 2-f-3— 4. 

n 
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in the numbers of our outward fliipping, with the 
fall in the value of manufa£hires, whereof their 
cargoes confifted, juftified a ftirewd remark of Mr. 
Eden's, ** that, in the latter period it may be 
doubted, whether the dexterity of exporters, which, 
in times of regular trade, occafions oftcntatious en- 
tries, may not, in many inftanccs, have operated to 
undcr-valuations." It was the alarm created by 
, the interference of France, that firft interrupted 
our general commerce, though our navigation and 
trade, in 1778, were ftill a good deal more, than 
the average of both, in 1755 — 6—7. The pro- 
fperity of our foreign traffic, during the war of 
1756, at Icaft from the year 1758, is a faifl:, in our 
commercial annals, which has excited the amaze- 
ment of the world. Yet, let us fairly contraft both 
our fliipping and our trade, great as they were af- 
furedly, during the firft period, and little as they 
have been fuppofed to be, during the laft ; 

Ships clearei] oucwardi. Valua of c»rgoei. 

Years. Tons Eng. D" foreign. Total. ^., 

1758 - 389,842 - 116,002 - 505,844 - 12,618,335 

1778 - 657,438 - 98,113 - 755.351 - 11,551,070 

1759 - 406,335 - 121,016 - 527,351 - 13,947,788 

1779 - 59°'9i» - '39'i24- 730,035- 12,693,430 



1760 - 47i.24» - 103,737 - 573>978 - 14,639,970 

1780 - 619,462-134,515-753,977-11,622,333 

1761 - 508,220 - 117,835 - 626,055 - 14,873,191 

1781 - 547.953-163,410-711,363-10,569,187 

176a - 4^*444 - I20»ia6 - 600,570 - 13,545,171 
1781 - 553.851 - 008,511 - 761,362 - 12,355,750 

M What 
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What had occurred, from the interruptions of all 
our foregoing wars, equally occurred from the 
ftill greater embarraffments of the colony-war. 
Temporary defalcations were, in the fame manner, 
. faid to be infallible fymptoms of a fatal decline^ 
In the courfe of former hoftilities, we have fcen 
our navigation and commerce prelTed down to a 
certain point, whence both gradually rofe, even- 
before the return of peace removed the incumbent 
preflfure. All this, an accurate eye may perceive, 
amid the conrimercial diftreffes of the laft war. 
There was an evident tendency in our traffic to 
rife in 1779, till the Spanilh war impofed an ad- 
ditional burden. There was a fimilar tendency in 
1780, till the Dutch war added, in 1781, noin- 
confiderablc weight. And the year 1 7 8 1 , accord- 
ingly, marks the loweft degree of depreflion, both 
of our navigation and our commerce, during the 
warof our colonies. But, with the fame vigorous 
fpirit, they both equally rofe, in 1782, as they 
had rifen in former wars, to a fuperiority over our 
navigation and commerce, during the year, wherein 
hoftilities with France began. 

We have beheld, too, on the return of complete 
peace, the fpring of our traffic rebound with 
mighty force. A confiderate eye my fee this in 
1783 and 1784, though the burdens of war were 
then removed with a nuich more tardy hand than 
in 1763 and 1764. rwcnty yc.irs before, the pre- 
liminaries of peace were fculed, in November 
1762, and the dciini:^c treaty \\irh France and 

Spain 
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Spain \9z% figned on the tenth of February there- 
after : fo that conniplete tranquillity was reftored early 
in 1763, But, owing to the greater number and 
variety of belligerent powers, the laft peace was 
fully eftablifhed by much flower fteps. The pro- 
vifional articles were fettled with the feparated co- 
lonies in November 1782. The preliminaries with 
France and Spain were adjufted in January 1783. 
The definitive treaty with both, and with the 
Urilted States of America, was figned on the third 
of September 1783. Though an armiftice was 
agreed on 'with Holland, in February 1783, preli- 
minarks w€r»4iOt fettled till September thereafter, 
yet the definitive treaty waa not figned till the 
twenty-fourth of May 1784, And with Tippoo 
*Saib, who was no mean antagonid, peace wa$ not 
concluded till March 1784. It was not however 
till July 1784, that we offered thanks to the Al- 
mighty, for reftoring to a haraffed, though not an 
exhaufted nation^ the greateft blefling, which the 
Almighty can beftow. 

To thofc dates^ and to this faft, we muft care- 
ftrlly attend, in forming comparative eflimates of 
our navigation and commerce, of the price of the 
public ftocks, or of the progrcfs of our financial 
operations. With thefe recolleftions conftantly in 
our mind, we fliall be able to make fomc accurate 
refleAionSy from the following details : 
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of boaftcd profperity. We employed in our traffic, 
in the year 1784, three hundred thousand 
TONS more than we employed, according to an 
average of 1749 — 50 — 51, exdujive of the Jhipping 
of Scotland^ to no fmall amount. Of Britijh fhips, 
we happily employed, in 1784, two hundred 
thousand tons, more than our navigation em- 
ployed in 1764, though the veffcls of our revolted 
colonies, amounting yearly to 35,000 tons, had 
been juftly excluded from our traffic, in the laft 
period, but not in the firft: The value of exported 
cargoes from England was, at both epochs, nearly 
equal; though 1784 can fcarcely be called a com- 
plete year of peace, and every indufh-ious people 
had been admitted within the circle of a commerce, 
which we had almoft ruined the Jiate^ to make 
exclufively ours. The value of our exportations, 
in 1784, was not indeed equal to the amount of 
our exports in 1764, but they were fuperior to the 
value of exported cargoes in 1766, 1767, and 
1769*. If we compare 1784, when we hdd hardly 
recovered from a war, avowedly carried on againfl 
commerce, with 1774, when we .had enjoyed un-^ 
common profperity during fcveral years of peace, 
we ihall fee no caufe of apprehenfion, but many 
rcafpns of hope j the number of Britifh fhips was 
much inferior, in 1774, than they were in 1784, 
after we had wifely excluded the American veflTels 
from the proteftion of the Britifh flag, of which 

♦ See the Chronological Table for a proof of the f ah. 
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the revolted colonifts had fhewn themfelves tm^ 
worthy. The value of cargoes, which were ex- 
ported at both the periods, are fo nearly equal, 
as not to merit much confideration, far lefs to 
excite our fears. 

Yet the government was about the fame time 
affuredly told *, that unlefs the American (hipping 
were allowed to be our carriers, our traffic muft 
ftop for want of tranfports : And the nation, for 
years, had been faftioufly informed, that the inde- 
pendence of the malecontent colonies muft prove, 
at once, the deftruftion of our commerce, and the 
downfall of our power. 

It was the prevalence of this fentiment, that 
chiefly generated the colony-war, which was fo 
productive of many evils, and which, like the odier 
evils of life, have brought with them a happy por- 
tion of good. Yet, the fallacy of this fentiment 
had been previoufly Ihewn, from the deductions 
of reafon, and the effefts of the abfolute indepen- 
dence of our tranfatlantic provinces, had been 
clearly foretold, from the experience of the paft. 
Time has at length decided thefa^. For, by com- 
paring the exports to the dijcontented colonies^ before 
the war began, with the exports to the United Statesy 
after the admiflion of their independence, it will 
appear, from the following detail, that we now 



• By the Committee of Weft India Merchants, in 1783. 
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fupply tbem with manufaftures to a greater amount, 
than even in the moft profpcrous times : Thus, 

Exports. Imports. 

— 3>o64,843 .— 1,322,5325 

— 3>397>5oo*— 749>329, 




Yet, the exportations of the years 177 1 — 1 — 3 
were beyond example great, becaufc the colonifts 
were even then preparing for fubfequcnt events, 
and the exporters were induced to make their 
entries at the cuftom-houfe, jpartly by their vanity, 
perhaps as much by their faftioufnefs. We may 
reafonably hope then, to hear no more of our 
having loft the American commerce/ by the in- 
dependence of the United States. From the 
epoch, that we have met induftrious competitors in 
tlieir ports, we have had too much reafon to com- 
plain of having rather traded too much with a peo- 
ple, who afFeft to be great traders, without having 
great capitals. 

Conneded with the American trade is the New- 
foundland fifhery. Of this Doftor Price aflerted, 
in his ufual ftyle of depreciation and defpondence, 
that wejeem to have totally loft it. The fubjoined 
detail, by eftablifhing (bme authentic fafts, will 
give rife, however, to more animating conclufions. 

^ From the Caftom-houfe books. 
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Contraft the Newfoundland fifhcry, as it was an-» 
nually ftated, fubfcquent to the peace of 1763, by 
Admiral Pallifer, and as it y/as equally reprefentcd, 
after the peace of 1783, by Admiral Campbell : 

Comparative State of the Newfoundland FisHERrt 

In 1764- 1784— 1765 - 1785 



There were Britifli^^'wf ihips - 141- 236— 177- 29* 

Britifti /ra^'/i^ (hips - 97- 60— ii6» 85 

Colony fhips - - - 405 - 50 — 1 04 - 58 

Tonnage of Britifti jJ/^iVrg' (hips - 14,819 - 229535 *-*« 17,268- 26«^ft8 

of Britilh /r^i/ixfg; fhips - ix*924 • 6,297 — 14,353 • 9>2Q» 

of Cj)A)«^ fliips - - - 13*837 - 4,262— 6,927- 6,260 



• <;umtals of filh carried to foreign . ^^;-^gg . ^^^ jg^ _ ^^ ^^g ^^ . ^^ ,^^^ 
markets ....-- J ■ . ._ *.. . 

Thus, by excluding the filhers of the revolted 
colonies, we enjoy at prefent a more extenfive fifli- 
ery for the mariners of Great Britain, who, being 
fubjedt to our influence, or our power, may eafily 
be brought into adtion, when their efficacious aid 
becoiTiCs the moft neceflary, during war. From 
thofe colonies, a hundred and fifteen floops and 
fchooners ufed annually to bring cargoes of rum, 
melaflTes, bread, flour, and other provifions, to 
Newfoundland, for which the colonifts were paid 
in bills of exchange on Britain *. To acquire this 
traffic for Britifli merchants, is alone a confiderable 
advantage, which we derive from the independence 
of the United States. About twelve hundred 

• Admiral Pallifer's official report. 
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failors were accuftomcd to emigrate, every fealbn, 
from Newfoundland to the feparated colonies; 
where, whatever they might gain, their ufefulnefi 
to Britain was loft. This drain, which is now fhut 
up, is perhaps a ftill greater benefit. ' 

Our Greenland fifhery, which gives employment 
to fo many ufeful people, both by land and fca, 
has been equally promoted by the abfolute inde- 
pendence of the United States 5 as their oil and 
other marine productions no longer enter into 
competition with our own* Thus, there failed to 
the Greenland feas : 

Years. Ships, Years. Ships. 

From England in 1772 - 50 — in 1782 - 38 

1773-55— 17B3- 47 

1774.65 — 1784- 89 

1775.56— 1785.140 

From Scotland - - — J785-13 

153 

From this accurate detail we perceive, then, 
how much this important filhery, which had been 
heretofore dcpreffed by various competitors *, flou- 
rilhesj at prefent, while we have additionally 

• The Britiih fifhery to Greenland has gained a manifelt 
fuperiority over that of the Dutch, which was once fo confix 
derable. In 178 1 and 1782 th^ Dutch fent no fliips to the 
Greenland feas : 

And in 1783 only 55 fhips. 
in 1784 . 59 
in 17S5 - 65 

acquired 
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acquired the whale filhery to the Southern 

Yet, the malecontent colonifts, who had lona 
been the adtive cprnpetitors of then- fellow-fubje£ls 
in Great Britain, were accuftomed to think, that 
this ifland could not exift without the gains of their 
commerce. Foreign powers equally thought, that 
tHcy could ruin the affairs of Great 3ritaiiij by 
contributing to their independence. And to this 
Iburce alone may be traced up one of the chief 
caufes of the colony- war, and of the interference 
of foreigners. But, were we to fearch the annals 
of mankind, we fhould not find an example of 
hoftilities, which being commenced in oppofition 
to the genuine intereft of the belligerent parties, 
were continued for years in contradidioil to com- 
mon fenfe. 

The leadei-s of the malecontents fee^m at length 
difpofed to admit, that being hurried on by paflion, 
they facrificed their commerce and their happinefs 
to fadlious prejudices and to unmeaning words* 
Had they been fufficiently acquainted with their 
own interefts, and governed by any prudence^ 
they might, before the war began, have retained a 
participation in Britifh privileges, and the protec- 
tion of Britifh power, by verbally admitting, that 
they were the fellow-fubje£ls of the Briti^i people, 
without being really incumbered with any burden. 
And they might have thereby gained the prefenc 
independence of Ireland, with the invaluable parti- 
cipations of Ireland J which, to-eftimate juftly, we 

ought 




. ■* 
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ought only to fuppofe retradbed for a feafon, or 
even loft for a day. 

It is, indeed, fortunate for us, that the French 
•were fo much blinded, by the fplendour of giving 
independence to the Britifh colonies, as not to fee 
diftinftly how much their interpofition and their aid 
promoted fhe real advantage of Great Britain. 
When the colony- war began, the true intereft of 
France confifted in protrafting the entanglements, 
which neceffarily refulted from the virtual depen- 
dence of thirteen diftant communities, claiming 
fcparate and fovereign rights ; and which had con- 
tinued to enfeeble the Britifh governmeint by their 
pretenfions, their clamours, and their oppofition* 
till the diffatisfied provincials had, in the fulnefs of 
time, feparated themfelves, without any effort on 
their part, or any ftriiggle on the fide of Great/ 
Britain. From thefc embarraffments the French 
have however freed, by their impolicy, the rival 
nation. And they have even conferred on the • 
people, whom they wifhed to deprefs, adtual 
ftrength, by reftoring, unconfcioufly, the fhip- 
building, the freights, and the fifhcries 3 of which 
the colonifts had too much partaken, and which, 
with other facilities, have refulted to the mother- 
country from the abfolute independence of the 
American ftates. 

Spain, perhaps, as litde attended to her genuine 
interefts, when Ihe lent her aid to the alTociated 
powers, which enabled the revolted colonies to 
take their frtc and equal ftation among the fove- 
reign 
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reign nations of the earth. She might have 
trufted to the hopes and fears of a Britifh Mi- 
nifter, for the fecurity of her tranfatlantrc em- 
pire. But, within the American States, where' 
can ftie place her truft ? The citizens of thefe dates 
have already, with their ufual enterprize, pene- 
trated to the banks of the Miflifippi. And this 
aftive people even now bound on Louifiana and 
Mexico J and may even now, by intrigue, or force, 
ihake the fidelity, or acquire the opulence, of 
thofe cxtenfive territories. 

When the Dutch, by departing from therr ufuaf 
caution, interpofed in the quarrel, every intelligent 
European perceived, that the difcontentcd colonies 
muft neceflarily be independent. And it was 
equally apparent, that every advantage of their 
traffic muft have ibon been acquired, by the more 
induftrious nations, without the rifk of unneigh-.^ 
bourly interference, and ftill more, without the 
charge of adual hoftilities. 

When all parties became at length weary of a 
war, which had thus been carried on contrary to 
their genuine interefts, a peace was made. What- 
ever advantages of commerce, or of revenue, may 
have refulted from this memorable event to the 
other belligerent powers, certain it is, that though 
Great Britain contradled vaft debts, and loft many 
lives in the conteft, fhe derived from the inde- 
pendence of the American States many benefits^ 
cxclufive of domeftic quiet, the greateft of all be- 
nefits. 

Had 
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Had Great Britain, like Spain, received any 
public revenue from her tranfadantic territories, 
ihe had doubdefs loft this income by the inde* 
pendence of her Colonies. If Great Britain has 
thereby loft fovereignty, without juriiUidion, (he 
has freed herielf from the charges of proteding 
an extenfive coaft, without deducing any thing 
fi*om her naval ftrength ; fince the colony failora 
were protcfted by pofirive ftatute* from being 
forced into the public fervice. While this nation 
has iaved the annual cxpence of great military 
and civil cftablifliments, it can hardly be faid to 
have loft any commercial profits. And, by ex- 
cluding the citizens of the United States from their 
accuftomed pardcipadon in the gainful bufinefs of 
fhip-buildingy freights, and filhery. Great Britain 
has, in &&, made confiderable addidons to her 
naval powen Thus, the means, which were ufed 
to enfeeble this country, have aftually augmented 
its ftrength, whatever may have been the fate of the 
other belligerent pardes. 

It muft be admitted, however, that the Britifli 
government contrafted immenfe debts, by carry- 
ing on the late moft expenfivc war. When thcfe 
were brought to account, in Oftober 1783, the 
>vhole. debts, payable at the Exchequer, amounted 
to ^.212,302,429, capitals whereon were paid 

• The 6th Anne, which had conferred the above-mentioned 
exemption, was indeed repealed at the commencement <yf the 
war, by the 15 Geo. III. ch. 31. § 19. 

■ * • • » i mi 
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^saspt^ CO tb.t ptibfic^ lAidi lad weoScm fism dr 

Btlt^ C^^TJ VST KZTCS MW.iff Ul Mil J f Iflfllul <^i*W«j 

whids 2r^ die more t S fce& Tal o in^vidads aril 

tbcfbtt^ as t^KJt t3Rf!ndcd tkte Soar is liir ftodk- 
0aH:rt at great tfifeoonr; as dKT dtpiuJ a 
valot of aB pdbGc ^xartaes; and as, fitxoi 
cit cumftancTs^ oxj' obftroi^ i3ic fiiiiru 
taom of gOT t rament, atid ptvfjji prifiEBe pcifiaB 
from bonxmm^ (yr the moft iife^ ^pufa of 
pfodofirrc indu&rj. Of Ibch rcfmdcd dcbrs, 
there Boated in the Tmakrt, In O5tobrr 1785, no 
k£ th2:n /. ig^?i56,542i of i^hich /. 15^6^4,112 
wtre fo far fiquickted as to cany zr. :nirrr5:, tiar 
o>ntiriUall7 augmcnitd the caprtals, cxcIhIifc cf 
ccber claims, which were eqnaUy cogent, but of 
kf$ amount. 

The public fccurities, which always rife in tsIuc 
ori the return of peace, gradually fell, when thofc 
vaft debts were expofcd to the world in exaggc- 

* The Exchequer account, as publiihed by the commiffioii* 
tn i4 public acccwots. 

rated 
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rated figures ; when the ftockholdcrs were terrified 
by declamations on the defefts of their fccurity, 
which is, in faft, equal to the liability of the Bri- 
tiiDh State 5 and when all clainnants on the public 
Were daily affured of a truth, which had thtti too 
much exiftence, that the annual income of the 
public was not equal to the annual expenditure^ 
The late Earl of Stair was the writer, who moft 
rnduftrioufly laid fuch confidcrations J>efore the 
world. *^ If the premifes are juft," faid he, " or 
** nearly juft, and nothing efiedlual is done to pre- 
** vent their confequences, the inevitable concluGon 
** is, that the State is a bankrupti and thofe, who 
" liave entrufted their all to the public faith, are 
** in imminent danger of becoming (I die pro- 
** nouncing it,) beggars *." 

The wafp the hive ahmns , > 

With louder hums pnd with unequal arms. 

The nation was mortified, at the fame time, by 
the events of a war, the mifmanagements, and e^r- 
pences, of which had made peace abfolutely neCef- 
fary. And the government was at once eilfeebled, 
by diftraftions, and unhinged, by the competitions 
of the great for pre-eminence and power. 

It was at this crifis of unufuai difficulty^ riuit 
the prefent miniftcr was called into dffice, nearly 

• An argument to prove, that it is the indifpenfablc duty -ef 
the creditors of the public, to infiil that Gcvernoient do forth- 
with bring forward the Confideration of the Slate of the 
Nation. By John, Earl of Stair, 1783. * • •• ^ .. . 

o as 
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ts much by the fuflrages of his country, as by. 
the appointment of his fovereign. 

Were we to inftitute a comparifon of the ftate 
of the nation, in 1764 and 1765, with the financial 
operations in 1784 and 1785, we fhouldbc ena- 
bled to form a proper judgment, not only of the 
incumbrances, and refources, of the Britifh govern- 
ment, but of the meafurcs, which were at both 
periods adopted, for difcharging our debts, by ap- 
plying our means. 

The war of 1756 augmented the public debt 

£. '72,iii,oo4i 
of 1775 - - . 110,279,341. 

In 1764, the unfunded debts, including German 
claims, navy and ordnance debt, army cxtraor- 
dinaries, deficiencies of grants and funds, exche- 
quer bills, and a few fmallcr articles, amounted. 

to - - - - - >C- 9>97530i8; 
In 1784, the unfunded debts, includ- 
ing every article of the fame kind, 

amounted to -. - . ^4^585,157. 

■ " ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

The navy bills fold, in 1764, at 9I- per cent. 
difcount J in 1784, at 20 per cent. The value of 3 
fer cent, confolidated flocks, from which the moft 
accurate judgment of all flocks may be formed, 
was in 1764 at 86 per cent, y but, in 1784, the 
value may be calculated at 54 per cent. In the 
foil period, our agriculture and manufadlures, our 

commerce 
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tfommferce and navigation, vrcre faid to be in the 
ihoft prolpcrous cx)rldition3 in the l^fti to be alhioft 
Undone. . • 

• With the foregoing data before us, wfe fhall be 
able, /Without any nlinut6 calculations, or tedious 
inquiry, to form an adequate judgment of the 
fefburces of the nation, and of the condudt of mi- 
niftersj in applying thefe refodrccs to the public 
fervice, at the conclufion of our two laft wars. 

^ ***** •'*• 

In 1764 — 6,1}, there ^ere paid off and provided 

for* - ^ - - ^. 6,192,159$ 

Ih 1784—85 - 1 - -f 218,139,448. 

Thfere rerhaiiled unprovided for 

. in 1765^ -— iri 1785; 
German claims £. 156,044 -^ £. 
Navy debt - - 2,426,915 -^ 
Exchequer bills - liSoojooo -^ 4i5oo,'ooo 

- * ^ • ^ 

■ I ■ " ■■ ■ 

Total in both £. 4>382i959* — £. 4,500,000 

* Confid. t>ri Trade and Finances^ p. 4f, /' 

f The following are the particulars, froni the ahniial grants 

and appropriation adls : 
Debts funded in 17^4, - - - - £, 6,879,342. 
iJebts paid 6W dnd otherwife provided for, in 

1784 - . . - - - - ^,728,61$. 

Debts funded, in 178 f, ,- - > ,- - i 0,990,651. 
Debts paid ofF> and otherwife provided for, m 

1785, - - - - - - 4,540,840. 

Total of debts paid off, funded, and other- 1 /• o . ^ 
^ife provided for, in i784-?5 ^ • - J ^^ 2^,i39,44». 

N But, 
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But, kt 11$ cany this comps^nfyi^ o^ Aflb 
fiuilier. There- were paid ' off .fm4 pil^^vidql: 
for (as we have fcen) in 1764 and 1765^1 of uffim^nl 
debts - • - • -£*6jf^%S9f 
There were afterwards paid off be^ 

fore 1776 . . - i . ic,739,79j. 



i*i«d> 



Total paid off in eleven years - £^ ^!^^3 h9S^ 
There were paid off and provided 
for in two yc^, 1784—85 - 28,i39,448,. 



^«i 



Tet^ from this laA fun} mud be dedufted die 
,j£-4jSOO>ooo of Exchequer bills, w^ich, being 
continued at the end of 1785^ were cither circu* 
lafed by the Bank, or were, in the courfe of pubfic 
bufiineis, lojClked up in the Exchequer, Tiioft 
bills indeed, that paffed uitp circulation, wfts^- <£ 
real ufe to the Bank, and to individuals, withoiit;. 
depreciating funded property, as they condnuallf 
pahed from hand to hand at a premium. 
* There was no purpofc, when the foregoing com* 
parifons were inftituted, t)f exalting the charaftcr 
of the prefent minifter for wifdom and energy^ by 
the: degradation of any of his prcdeceffors, for inanity 
of purpofe, and inefficiency of performance. The 
able men, who managed the national finances from 
1763 to 1776, afted like all former ftatefmen, 
from the cireumftances, wherein they were placed, 
and probably made as great exertions, in difcharg- 
ing die nadonal debts, as the fpirit of the times 

admitted^ 
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admitted. Greater efforts have, fince the laft 
peace, been made, becaufe every wife man declared, 
that there was no other efFeftual mode of fecuring 
all that the nation holds dear, than by making the 
public income larger than the public expenditure. 
The before-mentioned operations of finance, in 
1784 and 85, it had been impoflible to perform, 
without impofing many taxes, which all parties 
demanded as ncceflary. Were any defence required 
for a conduft, v/hich, if the faithful difcharge of 
duty, at no foiall rifk of perfonal credit, be laudable, 
merits the greateft praife, the previous neceflity 
would furnifh ample juftification. 
^ What had occurred at the conclufion of every 
war, fince the Revolution, happened in a fliill 
greater degree, fince the re-eftablifhment 6£ the 
lad pea«e. L.et us make hafte to lighten the pub* 
lie debts, which fo much enfeeble the ftat^, and 
cmbarrafs individuals, was the -univerfal cry. Ic 
was the judgment of the wifeft men, that, con- 
fidering the magnitude of the national incum- 
brances, thefe debts could neither be paid ofF, nor 
greatly leflened, except by a finking fund, which 
fhould be invariably Applied to this mbft ufeful 
purpofe. And,' great as the itational debts wet-e, 
amounting to £. 2.3 9^1 54,880 principalj which, for 
. interdft and charges of management, required ^n 
iannuity of ^.9,275,769, after all the financial ope- 
rations of 1784 and 85, a finking-fund of a mil- 
' lion was faid to be fully fufficicnt, if thus facredly 

N 2 applied I 
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applied ; as the produftive powers of money at 
compound intereft are almoft beyond calculation. 

Animated by fuch reprefentations, and ui^ed 
by fcnfe of duty, the minifter, though ftruggling 
with the embarraffing cffedts of a tedious and un- 
fuccefsful war, which, in the judgment of very 
experienced men, had almoft exhaufted every na- 
tional refource, has eftabliflied a finking-fund of a 
million. Whatever might have beenpthe univerfal 
wifh, no one, at the re-eftablifhment of the peace, 
had any reafonable expectation, that fo large a 
finking-fund would be thus early fettled by a6t of 
parliament, on principles, which at once promote 
the intereft of the public, by diminifhing the na- 
tional debt, and forward the advantage of indivi- 
duals, by creating a rapid circulation. 

Of other finking-funds, it has been remarked, 
that they did not arife fo much from the furpluftjs 
of taxes, after paying the annuity, which they had 
been eftablifhed to pay, as from a reduftion of the 
ftipulated intereft. The finking-funds, that had been 
eftablifhed in Holland during 1655, and at Rome in 
1685, were thus created. The well-knowivfinking- 
fund, which had its commencement here, in 17 16, 
was equally created by the reduftion of intereft on 
many ftocks. And hence has been inferred the 
infufRciency of fuch funds. But, the foundation of 
Mr. Pitt's finking-fund is firmly laid on a clear 
furplus of a permanent revenue, made good by 
new taxes, and on the conftant appropriation of 

fuch 



THE STRENGTH OF C. BRITAIN. l8l 

fuch annuities as will revert to the public from 
the effluxion of years. 

■ The fufficiency and facrednefs of this fund may 
be however inferred, not fo much from any arti- 
ficial reafoning, as from the nature of the trufts, 
and from the fpirit of the people, which ever 
guards with anxiety what has been dedicated to 
tfaeir conftant fecurity, and future glory. The 
finking.fund of 17 16 was left to the management 
of minifters, who found an intereft in mifapplying 
it. Mr. Pitt's finjcing-fund has been entrufted to 
fix commiflioners, holding offices, which arc no 
way connefted with each other, and to the pof- 
feflbrs of which the people look for fidelity, know-r 
ledge, and refponfibility. From fuch truftees no 
milapplication, or jobbing, can reafonably be ap- 
prehended. Eight years have now elapfed, fince 
the eftablifhment of their authority, and neither 
jobbing, nor mifmanagement, has been fulpefted 
by malice, or fadipn. Add to this, that the com- 
miflioners, being required by law to lay out the 
appropriated money in a fpecified manner, and to 
give an annual account of their tranfaftions to 
^Parliament, aft under the eye of a jealous world^^ 
and under the cenfure of an independent prcfs, 
which, in a free country, has an efficacy beyonci 
the penalties of the legiflature. 

But, the aft itfelf, which creates this fund, and 
makes thofe provifions, may be repealed, it i& 
fcared, by the rapacity of future minifters, or by 

N3 thQ 
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the diftrcfs of fubfcquent wars. Againft this cb^ 
jcftion experience has alfo given its decifioq. 

It is however no finall fecurity of die preicnt 
fmking-fund, that the impolicy of milapplying the 
former is admitted widi univcrfal . conviction and 
regret. Under this public opinion, no niinifter)^ 
whatever his principles, or his power, may be, will 
ever attempt the repeal of a law, which, in fe£t, 
contains a virtual contradt with the public credi- 
tors, and on the exiftence of which the public 
credit muft in future depend : For the repeal of • 
this a£t, and the feizure of this fund, during the 
preflures of any war, would be a manifcft breach 
of this contraft ; and would amount to a bank- 
ruptcy, becaufe it would be a declaration to the 
world, that the nation could no longer comply 
with her mod lacred engagements. And what 
evil is to be feared, or good expcfded, . from any 
war, which ought to (land in competition with the 
evils of bankmptcy, or the good that muft necef- 
farily refult from the invariable application of 
fuch a fund ? A million, thus applied, will aflliredly 
free the public from vaft debts, and, in no long 
period, yield a great public revenue : It is demon- 
ftrable, that a finking-fund of a million, with the 
aid of fuch annuities as muft meanwhile fall in, 
will fet free four millions annually, at the end of 
twenty- feven years: It has been demonftrated by 
ingenious calculators, that the invariable applica- 
tion of a million to the annual payment of dcbts> 
6 wouldj 
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would, in fixty years, difcharge jC*3^7>^^^>ooo ^^ 
3 fer cent, annuities, the price, being at 75 />^ cent. 
In eight years, Mr. Pitt's finkirig-fund has, in faft^ 
purchafed ^. I3>6i7,89^ o£ ftock, at the cxpence 
of ^. 10,599,265 ofcalh. This meafure,,then, is 
of more importance to Great Britain than the 
icquifition of the American mines, And,'^this' 
mcalure, thus facred in its principles, and falutary 
in its effedts, will not probably be foon repealed by 
the influence of any miniftcr, becaufe all orders in 
ifec ftate arc pledged to fupport it, while the pro- 
perty of every man in the community is bound' 
for payment of the national debt. 

Without inquiring minutely, whether a furplus 
of j^. 900,000 appeared in the exchequer on any 
given day, it is. fufficiendy apparent, that all the 
puipoies of this meafure of finance will be amply 
anfwered, by the pundhif 1 payment of ^, 250,000 
in every quarter to the truftees, as the law requires \ 
becaufe the Parliament are engaged by the aft to 
make good the deficiency, if the furplus. of the. 
fmking-fund fhould in any year amount to Icfs than 
a million. The fadt is, that j{[. 250,000 have been ' 
pun6kually applied every quarter, fince it began to 
operate, on the ift of Auguft 1786. Additional 
Turns have meantime been thrown into the finking- - 
fund, for giving a quicker pace to its powerful 
operations, Andi. ^y d^efe means, has it produced, 
at the end of eight years, much greater effefts 
than ibmc calculators originally^ cQnceiyedj^ from 

N 4 taking 
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taking narrow views of a moll cxtenfive proly 
pcft*. 

Little fluduatton in the fUnds will be created bj? 
fending into the Stock Exchange 9 certain funij on 
certain days, during every quarter, ft is tl^e gj'eat 
rife, and the proportional fall, in the value of th^ 
flocks, which enable, jobbers to gain fortunes. 
And, of conlequence, the commiflioners will hardly 

• Earl Stanhope was the calculator, who ui^ed every ob- 
jeAion againll:' tlili fin£ing-fand with (he moft ingenuity and 
force i having a plan o£ his own to propofe. His loidlhqi 
fprmed a calculation, in older to i^iow the etTeft of a furplus ofc 
£. 1,000,000 a year, wiih Aich long annaitiei as might fall in. 
The following detail will Ihow the amount of his calculation,' 
and the fum total of the &ft, from experienceiof Itock aflually 
bought, at the end of every year. 



Eight Yean. 


Earl Slanhopt't 


Eight Years. 


The Faft, from 

experience. 


5th April i;S7 


1,000,000 


4th Quarter. 


£■ 




Z.Olv 5,351 




i,«74>i50 


D" - 1739 


3.'73.3i6 


I 2lh D° 


4.++7.'io 


JJ" - 1790 


+.325'599 




5,997.9<»o 


D= - 1791 


5,527,150 




7,568,875 




6,791,6(3 


Z4tli D" 


9,4+1,850 


D" - 1793 


8,145.898 


aSth D" 


11,196,165 


D» - 1794 


9-SS-i'?,i\ 




il,b\7,&9S 



Thus, hath the event decided aj^ainil Earl Stanhope's calcu- 
lations and plan, by a balance of ^.4,o&^.58i, in eight years 
operations. And, this experience is alohc fufficient to fa- 
tisfy us how little the ibcorks oi /pccalalijls ought to be allowed 
to afluate the praflice of life, or the movements' of legilla- 
tiiw, ■ ' 

find 
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find it their intereft, if they had the inclination, tq 
deal in public fccurities with a view to great pro- 
fits*. If the gradual and fteady rife of the ftockt 
l>e for the intereft of the public, as well as of in- 
dividuals, the quarterly application of the new 
fund muft be deemed a great improvement of the 
old, which was feldom felt in the ftock market, 
and gave litde motion to general circulation^ By 
thefe means will the capitals of the public debts 
be tendered more manageable, in no long period i 
the price of flocks muft neceflarily rife; the 
i^napce operations of government will thereby be 
performed witji ftill greater advantage to the ftate i 
;jnd ii>duftriQus indiyiduals will, in the fame man- 
ner, be more eafily accommodated with difcounts* 
and with loai)s« 

The ?ftabliilinjent of fucH a fund, and the crea- 
tion of fiich a tryft, are doubtlefs ypry important 
fervices to thg people colleftiyely, a^ they form a 
corporation, or popimunity. But, it may be eafily 
ihewn, that the peopl^i in4iv|dually ^ be ftUl 

* TJic pyrchafes being confined tp ^^ tran^^fcr days, littlq 
more than £. 5,000 can be brought to market on any one day, 
which of confeqoence can make no fapid rife of any one flock : 
And, when the finking-fund amounts to the greatefl poffible 
fpm of ^.4,000,099, ^e purchafe-money on any day can only 
be fomething more than £. 90,poo.*«-The gradual application 
of this finking-fund is an excellent quality of it, becs^ufe 
fudden changes in the ftock-market arc; ftot for the intereft of 
real buyers, or fellers. The commiJfionerS therefore can gain 
little profit from their fuperior knpwledge Qf the ftock into 
H'hich they intend to purchafe. 

greater 
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greater gdners, by the new finking-fand, ay it has 
been thus judiciotifty formed. And, in this view 
of the fubjeft, its fteady operation wi|l be of flill 
greater utility to die nation, tham even the payment 
4)f debts, becaufe it is the prolperity of indivi- 
dwls, which forms the real wealth of the ftate. 
The ingenious thcorifts, who oblige the world 
with projects, for paying the national debt, confider 
merely the intercft of the corporation, or public> 
ydthout attending to what is of more importance, 
the advantage of the private pcrfons, of whom the 
pxAAc confift. Of Mn Pitt's fittfcing-fond, it is 
^ne of the greatcft commendations, that k pte^ 
motes the true intereft of both parties, in juft pro* 
portions. 

A new order of buyers being thus introdttccd,' 
and a new demand being thereby created, the price 
cf ftocks muft neceffarily rife,- notwithffiandift^ thcif 
arts of the ftockjobbers j becaufe the public fccu- 
rities become in faft of more real value. In pro- 
portion as the money is fent from the finking-fund 
to the ftock-exchange, the price of ftocks muft 
gradually rife ftill higher. And a rife of ftocks^^ 
when gradual and fteady, never fails to produce the 
moft falutary effefts on univerfal circulation, by faci- 
Ktating transfers of property, and by aiding the per- 
jformance of contrails. Recent experience 'con- 
firms this general reafoning. Every one muft re* 
member how impoflible it was for individuals ta 
borrow money on any fccurity, for any premium^^ 
411 towards the ?nd of ivS^. When the ftock^^ 

begai^ 
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began to rife, the price of knds equally roie^ 
When the government ceafed to borrow, and tjic 
unfunded debts were liquidated, manufa£burers andl 
traders eafily obtained difcpunts, and readily ac« 
quired permanent capitals. 

But, the wifdom of man could not have de- 
▼ifed a meafure more favourable to circulation^ 
than the fending of large fums, from day to day, 
into the Stock -exchange ; whereby the courfe of 
circulation is conftantly filled, and, being always 
augmented, becomes ftill more rapid. It is the 
rife of flocks, and the fulnefs of circulation, which 
make money overflow the coffers of the opulent, 
unlefs fome unfbrefeen drain fhould be unhappily 
opened. When calh becomes thus plenty, the 
natural intereft of money gradually falls, and bills 
of exchange, and other private fecurities, are rea- 
dily difcounted at a lower rate. In this happy 
(late of things, money is faid to be plenty ; and 
every individual is accommodated with loans and 
with difcounts, according to his needs, by pledgr 
ing his property, or his credit. 

Owing to all thofe facilities, every induftrious 
man eafily finds employments. The manufactu- 
rers are all engaged. The traders fend out ad- 
ditional adventures. The fhip-owners are offered 
many freights. The produce of the hufhandmaa 
is confumed by a bufy people. And thus are rents' 
more readily paid, and taxes more eafily coUefted. 
Such are the benefits, which refult to individuals 
Wi the date, from a rapid circulation, that 

can 
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can only be promoted, and prefcrved, by fending 
money conftandy into the Stock-exchange. It i% 
thus, by inciting an aftive induftry, that the pay- 
ment of public debts, through the channel of 3 
quarterly finking-fund, enables the people to pay 
tiie grcateft taxes with eafe and fatisfa£bion. And 
thus may we folve a difficult problem in political 
teconomy, whether the fiirplus of the public re- 
venue ought to be applied in the difcharge of 
debts, or in the diminution of taxes : the one 
meafure afluredly invigorates the induftry of the 
people, in the manner, that we have juft obferved; 
the other may promote tlieir indolence, but cannot 
procure them an advantage, in any^ proportion to 
the benefits of unceafing employments, and the 
accommodation of more extenfive capitals: by 
means of induftry the heavieft burthens feem light: 
\py the influence of floth the flighteft duty appears 
intolerable. 

It was pwing, probably, to the invigorating ef- 
fefts of an augmented circulation, that our agri- 
culture and manufaftures, our commerce and na- 
vigation, not only flouriflied, but gradually in- 
creafed, to their prefent magnitude, amidft our 
frequent wars, our additional taxes, and accumu- 
lating debts. How much the fcanty circulation of 
England was filled, during the great civil wars of 
the laft century, by the vaft impofts of thofe times, 
^nd how foon the intereft of money was thereby 
reduced, we have already feen. Similar confe- 
ouences fpUowcd the wars of Wil\iamj and of 

AnnCji 
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Afin^, owing to fimiliar caufes. The finking-fundi 
which, for fcveral years after its creation, in 17 16, 
did not much exceed half a million, produccd> 
affuredly, the moft falutary influences, even before 
the year 1727 : The value of the public fiinds 
rofe confiderably, though the ftipulated intereft on 
them had been reduced, firft, from 6 to ^ per cenL 
and, in that year, from 5 to 4 per cent. The na* 
tural intereft of money gradually fell : The price 
of lands in the mean time advanced from ao and 
2 1 years purchafe to 26 and 27 : And our agri- 
culture and manufadbures, our trade and our fhip- 
ping, kept a tteady pace with the general proipe^ 
rity of the nation *• Such are the falutary effc^Ss 
of a circulation, which, being replenifhed by daily 
augmentations, is prefcrvcd conftantly full. And 
thus it is, that the people arecafed in the payment 
of taxes, by being better enabled to pay them, 
while taxes are continually augmented, thougli 
there may be fome impofts, whidi ought to be 
repealed, as they prefs upon particular objefts* 

On the other hand, an obftruded circulatioa 
never fails to create every ^vil, which can afflid 
an induftrious people : Scarcity of money, and 
unfavourable difcounts ; unpurchafed manufactures, 
and want of employments i unpaid rents, and un- 
performed contracts i are the mifchiefs, which dif- 
trefs every individual, and embarrafs the commu- 
nity, while circulation is impeded. The CQm% 

• For the abbvc-mcittioncd fads, fee And. Chron^ Com. 
voI.ii.p.3.6-«. • ^. 

naercc 
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merce of Bhgland was well nigh ruined, during 
King William's reign, by the diforders in the 
coin, the want of cohfidence, and the high price 
of money. The foreign bankruptcies, in 176J, 
reduced the value of cargoes, which were exported 
in this year, from fixteen millions to fourteen, 
during feveral years, owing to the declme of ge- 
neral credit. How much the domeftic bufinefi 
of Great Britain was embarrafled by the bankrupt- 
cies of 1772 and 1773, which, in England, amount- 
ed, in the firft year, to 525, and to 562, in the fe- 
cond, is ftill remembered*. The complaints, 
which were at thofe periods made of a decline of 
commerce, were merely owing to an obftrufted cir- 
culation, as fubfcquent experience hath amply evinced. 
Wars, then, in modern times, are chiefly de- 
ftruftive, as they incommode the indullrious claf« 

* The following deuil is alone fufficient to demonftrate 
low the manufactures of a country may be ruined by a lan- 
guid circulation, without the interruptions of wan Of linen 
cloth there were damped for fale in Scotland^ 

during 1771 — 13,466,274 yards. 

1772 — I3,o89,co6» 

1773 — 10,748,110. 

1774 — 11*422,115, 



Of woollen cloth, there were fulled, in the Weft Ridinf 
of Yorkfhire, in the year ended 

Broad. Narrow* 

th^ asth March 1792, - 203,623 pieces 156,475 pieces 
Ditto - 1793, - 214,851 — 190,468 
Ditto - 1794, - 190*332 — tso,666 
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fe$, by obiOtrufting circulation. Yet, general in- 
dpftry was not much retarded, however individual 
peribns, or particular communifiiss, niay have been 
dora^gedt or injured, by the colony-war* The 
people were able to confum^ abundantly, fincc 
they aftqally paid vaft contributions, by their daily 
confumption of excifeable commodities*. And 
though they purfi^ed their accuitomed occupations, 
and thus paid vaft imppfts^ the eftabli(hed income 
of the ftate fuftained copfiderable defalcations 
from various caufes j from the abufes, which war 
never fails to introduce into certain branches of 
the revenue ^ from the ilKcit traffic, tjiat generally 
prevails in the courfe of hoftilities; and from the, 
new impofidons, which fomewhat leiTen the ufusd 
produce of the old. 

♦ Of malt there were confumed, 

Bvdh. Old Duties^ 

in 1773—4—5 72;,588,oio — £.i,Si±yjQO^ 

tn 1780— I— 2 — — 87,343,083 — 2,183,577. 



Of low wmes from corn> 

Gnl. Old Dutiec 

« «773— 4— S -~ 9'974'337 — £i^S>593- 

in 1780— I— 2 —— 11,757,499 — 489,895. 



Of Soa|>9 

lb. Old Duties.- 

in 1773-4—5 93»«90ri4P — jC-S^MS^ 

in i78o«-l— 2 — -^ 98,076,806 "^ 612,980. 



Thefc 






Thofe diforders in the public revenue tiaViS 
been at leaft palliated, if they have not been al* 
together cured, fince the re-eftablifliment of peace* 
. The meafures, which were vigoroufly adopted^ fof 
Che efFeftual prevention of fmugglingi the altera- 
tions, which have been made in the coUeffcion of 
fomc departments of the public income ; and the 
improvement, that has been happily effeftedin all| 
have brought^ and continue to bring, vaft fums 
into the Exchequer*. The public expenditure 
Continually diftributes this vaft revenue among the 
creditors, or fervants of the State, who return it 
to the original contributors, either for the nc- 
ccflaries, or the luxuries, of life* The Exchequer^ 
which thus conftantly receives and dilpcnfcs this 
irtimenfe income, has been aptly compared to the 
human heart, that unceafingly carries on the vi- 
tal circulation, fo invigorating while it flows, fo • 
fatal when it ftops. Thus it is, that modern taxes> 
which are never hoarded, but always expended^ 
may even promote the employments and induftry^ 
the profperity and populoufnefs, of an induftrious 
people^ 

^ The whole public revenue paid into the Exchequer, 
fi-dm Michaelmas 1783 7 _/ 1:^,995,5,9 
to ditto 1784 J ^ yy:>:> )f 

Ditto, from Michaelmas 17847 ^^.^ ,- 570 182 
to ditto 1785 1 

Ditto from 5 January 1785 7 __ 15,397,471 
to ditto 1786 J • - ^ r 
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THE oon^cfti, wbtcb W';MWtiiari}0d pij; ^u- 

to : the <ffedfr:fi(fn0^ri'p^gjr,i(tBgtii^yWr« an^ W. 
peM«r<i» fiPP«Jl(Wdni(j¥«t^fi«»j?fldcaroyft(9Hr, C 

^fiSTOfir J-i:«l;.fi»A difp«t»9ai toQjt ^:i«[jf}e^ ^HJge,. 

I^^tor ifjjce; peyived. tj^ <|i^ei-bjf: tjHHfi^ng 
ail A9P(lp4i»'JCo Mf:^M<mf^'ii^^iPP Aq»H9$^ 

oiMs r^5k%'$j3i^rtksj|0^ l^n^i:»^94vtM i9r 
eline in the populoufnefs of Great Britain. He 
was foon en^wuKrcd hjb: Miii AfltKur ¥oung, who 
juilty inferrtc^ #&m tb^'pyogrcfe of-'improvenients 
'•I '-4 O in 
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in agriculture, in manufafhires, and in conyxiercc^ 
an augmentation, in the number of people. Mr. 
Eden publilhed, in 1779, elegant criticifms* on 
Doftor Price; by. wfeich-h? to^eavoured to in- 
validate the argument, that had been drawn from 
a comparifon of the number of hpufes» at.thc^ Re*^ 
volution, and at prcfentj inGfiing tl^t^ ■the.,firft 
muft have been lefs, and . the lafl: much' jgreater, 
than the text had allowed. In hs reply, the 
Dodtor fliewed feme miftakes in'his totagonfft, 
without adding much to the force of his argamcht. 
Tet, if we xnay^ credit hts- coadjutor, whoJeAtcrcd 
zealoufly into all his prejudices, be confidir^ bis 
Jyftem as more firmly eftablijhed tban ever f . 

Tlfi§ -IojAg-t(Mdtiued controveriy now £3tini) 
bthet f«pporters; ' Mt;:Waks publiflibd ))i^ AcCo« 
ratelrtqiiiry,- in^ '{f^i^ " Wkt> cbftfide»i)fe &ccdi 
Hcf overt^Fo^v^Dodlor Price's filnd^nAimiih zr^^ 
rtientj from the comparifon 6f hdi^fe^lfll diflfercnt 
periods j by ftiewirig,- that the retutrisc bf houfeii ta 
the tax-office are riot ^way« precifej by |>r6ving^ 
from a<9:ual ienumerft&)66 df fcvei^al tt>wfls> at 
diftant periods^ that ffiey had certaiflfly' ilKrd^df 
by evincing, from the augmented numfei^r of 
births, that there muft be- ai greater niumber of 
breeders. This able ^pformance was imipedi- 
atcly fbllowcd by Mr. Howfet's ftill more cJwcrt^ 
five examination of ^ 6<^or Ptice's^ eflay* Mr. 

• In hi^ Letters to Lo^d Carlide. 
. t Uncex:taiiit/ of PopiiUiioo> p.,9, . . 

m 

Howkt 
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Howlct expands the arguments of Mn Wales; 
he adds fbme illuftradons ; and, what is of dill 
greater importance, in every inquiry, he eftablilhes 
many additional fa£bs. 

The trcatifes of Meff. Wales and Howlet made 
4 great impreflion on the public, as fad:s in oppoli- 
tion to fpeculations, muft ever make. At the mo- 
ment, when their publications had gained — a conji^^ 
derabU Jhare of popular beliefs it was deemed pru- 
dent, on the fide of Doftor Pricey .to publifh— 
Uncertainty of the pre/ent population. This writer 
frankly ded^res that he is convinced by neither party ^ 
and that he muff confequenriy remain in a ftate of 
doubt and Jceptical Ju/penje. His apparent purpofc 
in tt> flicw, in oppofition to the popular belief, that 
after all our refearches, we really know nothing with 
0ny certainty, as to thts important part of our pbli- 
tical ceconomy;- In the fceptical arithmetic of 
this dubious cOimpiIter, 1,300,000, when mult;iplied 
by 5, produce 6,250,000. Doftor Price and his 
eoadjittors fc%tn«d unwilling to admit, that if there 
wepe, ift England* and Wates, at Lady-day 1690; 
1,300,000 inhabited houfts^ zrAfroe petfons in eachi 
tii^re nuifl: neceffarily have been, at the fame tiihe, 
6,500,00b fouls^ For, they feared the charge of 
abfurdity, in fuppbfing a decreafe of 1^ miUi'M and 4 
bdff of people, during ninety years of augmentid 
emplt^mtnts : And, they perceived, that by admit- 
tilVg tHeiie >^ere, ih 1690, fix niiUibh and a half of 
people, they would thereby be obliged to admit/ 
tliat there had been an augmenutibn of a xzullion 

O 2 and 
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• ... 

and a half, during the foregoing century, notwith^ 
landing the long civil wars^ and the vaft emigra- 
tions. The Doctor pnblilhcd, in 178 j. Remarks 
on thefe traft^ of Mcff. Wales and Howlct*. 
And, with his ufual acutenefs,. he deteAs ibnnc 
rniftakes ; but, with his accuftomcd pertinacity, he 
adheres to his fornner opinions. 

The matter in difpute, we arc told f, muft be 
determined, not by vague dcclanrrtition, or Ipccu- 
lative argument,, but by well-autHenticated fefts: 
For, " the grand argument of Dr. Price is at 
once exti-emcly clear, and comprehended in a very 
narrow compafs." The following is the ftatc of 

this grand argument : 

'.■■•• 

That there appeared by the Hearth-books, at Lady 
, Day 1690, to be in England and . houTcs. . 
: Wales - - " . . • i>3co,ooo; 

That there appeared by the Tax^ , ^ 

I office, books, in 1777, only -, .. - , .95^>734.i 

■ 

Whence,, the Do(!^or: inferred, as a neceffary con- 
fequence, that there had. been a proportional dinni- 
nucion of people, fince 1690. 

Confidering how important this.fubjeft is to the 
ftate, and. how much it is connefted with the gene- 
fal purpofc of this Eftimate, I was led to examine, 
at once with^rninutenefs and with brevity, anargu- 



^•. 



* In. his Obfervations on Reverfionary Payments, in 2 vol. 
8vo. 

' * f ■ By Uncertainty 0/ Poj ulation. 

.i.. , . . .... xnenr^ 
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menty which has been oftentatioufly difplayed, as. 
equal in its inferences to the certainty of a£tual 
enumerations. . 

In lieu of the obnoxious hearth-tax, the JParlia* 
nicnt impofed,.in 1696, a duty of two (hillings on 
every houfej fix IhiUinffs on every houfe, contain- 
ing ten windpws, and fewer than twenty; and ten 
Ihillings oh every houfe having more than twenty , 
windows ; thoft occupiers only excepted, who were 
exempted fronrt church and poor -rates. And Gre- 
gory King computed, with his uftal precifion, what 
the tax would produce, before it had yielded a 
penny*: Thus, fays he, the tidmh^r o( inhabited 
boufes is - - - - - ,1,300,000; 
whereof, under 10 windows 980,00^^ 
under 20 windows 1 70,000 j 
above 20 windows 50,000. 

' -• i 1,300,000, • 

Out of which deducting, 

for thofe receiving alms • » . . 330,ppo boMffS ?t 2S. - jf* 33,000. 
for thofe not paying to church and poor 380,000 --r— - at 2 s. ^. 44,009, 
for oroiffions> frauds, and defaulters - 40,006 ■ ■ !' ■ 1 * ac 4f. 8,060/ 



Infolvent • > t 75o»PPO' £* &5,oco. 

Solvent • • • S5o,popi paying qett - 119,^00, 

However many infolvent houfes were thus de- 
duced from the 1,300,000 inhabited houfesy Gregory 
King allowed at laft too ?iiany Jolvent ones. This 
truth may be inferred from tbi following fa£t$^ 

• Pol ObfeTV. Brit. Muf. HarJ. MS8. N^ I«j8, 

O 3 There 
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There remains in the tax-office * a particular ac- 
count of the money, which each county paid in 
1 70 1, for the before-mentioned tax of 1696, from 
the aflcffments qf L^y-day 170Q, and which 
amounted to . - - * iC«M5>?26. 
But, tl,e oldeft lift of houfes, which ipecifically 
paid the tax of 1696, is '^ an account made up^ for 
lyoiy from an oldjurvey hooky* but fsom pr^rzS^-^ 
ments : And this account Hands thus : 

Houfcsat 2s. — ^248,784, produced £n 941878. 

(5s. — 165,856, 49>7^7» 

los- ~ 931876, — ^^ — 46,398. 

508,516, producing 4. 121,033, 

^ — — ■ . 

He who docs not fee a marvellous coincidence f , 
between this official document and the previous 
calculation of Gregory King, muft be blind indeed. 
The folvent houfcs of King, and the charged houfes 
of 1708, are of tlie fame kind, both being thofc 
houfes, which aSlually paid, or were fuppofed to 
Jhave paid^ the tax.. And, Mf. flepry Reid, a 

• I have ranfacked the tax-office for infontiatipn on this liti- 
gated but important fubjedl ; and I was affiiled in my refearches 
by the intelligent otiicers of this department, with an alacrity, 
which fliev^ed, that, having fully performed their duty to the 
public, they did not fear minute infpedion. 

f The houfes having up-wards of twenty windows, in the 
tax-office account of 1781, are 52,373. The number of the 
fame kind allowed by King is 50,000 ; But he is not fo fortu- 
nate in his other calculations. 

8 comptroller 
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^Cbln{>tro}ler of the tax-office^ who was noted for 
kis midute diligence^ and attentive accuraqr, re- 
cited to the ^req/ury, In Oftober 1754, that th 
M duties^ on an average, - pixxiuced yearly, from 
1696 to 1709 - - . jC* 118,839** 
But, there -mwft have neceflarily been i great 
man]^ more houfesj in 1708, than tYx 508,516, 
ih&rftdi and paying j^. 121,033. In the twelvi 
-years from 16961 there could have been no great 
wafte of houies, however powerful the deftruftive 
catiie might haVe been. And Gregory King, in 
-order to make up his thirteen hundred thoufand 
4iou(b> calculated the dwellings of the poor, in 16^69 
atT • - - - - 710,000} 

and of defeulters. Sec, at - • 40,000 ^ 

750,000. 

Davenantf ftated, in 1695, fron^ the heaf th-booki, 
'the cottajgcS, inhabited by the poorer fori^ at 560,000 ; 
'and he afterwards aiferts, as Poftor Price obferved, 
that there werci in 16S9, houfts, called cottages^ 
having oHe heafth^ to the number of 554,631 ; 
whence we may equally fuppofe, that there were 
dweilingSy having two hearths, a very confiderabte 
number^ wHofe inhabitants^ either receiving alms, or 
paying nothing, did not contribute to the tax of 
1696 : {o diat, in 1708, there muft have certainly 
exUled 710,000 dwellings of the poors ^ (hia 
number had certainly exifted in 1696. 

• Gicgory Kiig ca l gnh t cd the tax b^orchand 4t £.\ 19,000, 
j- VoL i. edit. Ilk f • S« 

iidCi 4 Mr* 
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Mr. Henry, Rcid moreover reported to the 

Trcafury, in 1754, that in the ye^ 1710, whc0 

fin additional duty took place, it becao^e an uni^- 

yerfal practice to flop up lights s fo ths^t, in 1710^ 

the old duties yielded. only if. 115,675 :—An^ 

for fome years, both die old> and. the new, duty 

fuiFered much from this caufe, as there was np 

penalty for the flopping of windows. Qther duties 

continues he, were impofed in 1747** fo thsM: 

from Lady-day 1747, to t-ady-daj, .1748^ the 

whole duties yielded jf* 208,093:. ^pcj, an cxpla- 

patory adt. having paffed in 1748, thp dutic? 

yielded, fpr the year ending at Lady-day ^749^ 

jf. 220,890: But> other modes gf evajing the 

Jaw being foon found, the duties (Ic^reafed. ycaf 

after year. — ^And thus much from the intelligent 

Mr. Henry Reid, w.ho never dreamed of jioufes 

falling into non-exiftence. • - 

The firft account of houfes, which now appears 
to have been m^dc up, fubfcquent to that of 170?, 
is the account of 1750, and the laft is that of 178 1. 
"With the foregoing data beforp us, we may nov 

* By the 20 Geo. II. ch. 3 ; which recites, that whereas it 
hath often been found from experience, that the duties grant- 
ed by former a6ts of parliament have been greatly leiTened hy 
jneans of perfpns frequently ftopp^ng up windows in.' their 
dwelling houfes, in order to evade payment; and it hath 
often happened, that feveral afleifments' have not been. made 
in due time; and that perfons remove to other parilhcs witfi- 
put paying the duty for the houfes fo quitted^ to the* prejudice 
of the Revenue. But the legiflature do ?iot recite, that houfes 
daily fell dowxi, or that the numbers of the pebple yearly 
declined. . « .; • 

: - form 
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form a judgment llifEcicntly prccifc, in rcfpcft to 
the progrefs of our houfes, charged and cbargtabk 
with the houfe and window tax: 

The charged, in 1696, according to King, 550,00a ^ 
The chargeable, according to him^ - 40,000 

■ • I • 

590,600 
The charged and chargeable,, in 1750, 729,048* 



Increafe in 54 years - - M9»048 



4p^ 



The charged, in 1708 - - - 508,5 x6 
Ti^c chargeable, let u$ fuppofc . - 100,000 



»i ■.. 



608,516 

The charged^and chargeable, b 178 1, 721,351 



Ji^g-eq^c in 73 years . - "2,835. 

Here, then, is a folution of the difficult problem, 
in political oeconomy, which has engaged fo nnany 
able pen3. Whether there exift as many houfes, at 
prefent, as dierc certainly were, in England and 
Wales, at the Revolution | at leaft, the queftion 
is decided, as to the number of houfes, cbargsd znd 
^argea^le with the window and houfe tax; And, 
of confequence^ the middling and higher ranks of 

• This high namber, in 1750, was probably owing to the 
ad of parliament 20 Geo. II. which had juft paft« when new 
H&odes of dfcmnvtation had not yet taken place. 

tneft 
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jnen mult, with the number c£ their dwellingsj 
have nec^i&rily increafed. 

A great difficulty^ it muft be. admitted^ ftill »• 
hiains^ which cannot be altogether removed, 
though many obftru£tions may be cleared away. 
The difficulty confifts, in afcertaimng, with 'equal 
precifibn, the ^number of dwellings, which have 
been exempted, by Iaw> from every tax, fincc 
1690, on account of the poverty of the dwellers. 
The litigated point muft at laft be determined by 
an anfwer to the qucftion. Whether the lower 
cfrders are more numerous in the prefent dsif^ 
than they were in 1690? .', 

' A modern fociety has been compared, wth 
ffqual elegance and truth, to a pyramid, having the 
higher ranks for its point, and the lower prdew 
for its bafe, Gregory King left lis an account of 
the people, minutely divided iato their feveral 
claflcs, which, though formed for a different pur- 
pofe, contains fufficient accuracy for the prefent 
argument*. 

♦ Davcnant's w^rks, 6 vol. Scheme D, which was copied 
from Gregory King's Obfervations, p. 15, with fbmc inaccit- 
yacits. 
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9Q3 



Number of 
Families. 



Hea^s in 
each. 



Number of 
Perfbosw 



Spiritual lords . — 
Temporal lords — 
Knights — — 
Baronets - - 
Eminent clcrgynicn - 
Eminent merchants - 
Efquires -» - 
Gentlemen - - 
Military officers - 
Naval officers- • - 
Pcrfons in leflTer of- 



26 
160 

600 
800 
a,ooo 
a,ooo 
3,000 
1 2,000 
4,000 
5,000 



I 



} 



fices 
Perfons in higher I 

offices - i 

Lcffer clergymen - 
Leffcr merchants - 
Perfons in the law - 
Perfons of the libe- 7 

ral arts - J 
Freeholders of the 7 

better fort - I 
Shopkeepers and 

tradefmen - 
Artizans 
Freeholders of the 7 

lcffer fort - i 
Farmers 
Gipfies, thieves, 

beggarsy &c. 
Common foldiers 
Common iailors - 
Labourers and out- 7 

fervants - \ 
Cottagers and pau- 
pers 



.-^ .( . 



5,000 - 



-r 20 - 520 

-40 - 6,400 

- 13 - 7,800 , 

-16 - 12,800 

- 6 - 12,000 

- 8 - 16,000 
-10 - 30,000 

- 8 - 96,000 

- 4 -. 16^000 

- 4 - 20,000 

6 - 30,000 



5,000 

8, coo 
8,000 

10,000 

15,000 



- 8 ^ 

- 5 - 

- 6 - 



7 
S 



40,000 

40,000 
48,000 
70,000 

75>ooo 



40,000 - 7 - 280,000 



} 



50,000 

60,000 

1 20,000 

150,000 



35;00d 
50,000 

364,000 



- 4f - a25,ooo 

- 4 - 240,000 

- 5f - 66o>ooo 

- 5 - 750,000 
— 30,000 

- 2 - 70,000 

- 3 - 150P00 

- 3i - Ii274,O0O 



■:} 




400,000- 3i - 1,300,000. 



5>499>52o 



If 
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If this divifion of the people fhould be deemed 
only probable, it would prove, with fufficient con- 
vi<9ion, how many dwellings the two laft claffes 
required to fheltcr them, fiiice they contained no 
fewer than two million Jive hundred and Jev^ty-four 
tboujand ferfons. Gregory King allotted for them, 
as we have fcen, 550,000 houfes. And it is apparent, 
that if the two lower orders . of men have aug- 
mented, with the progrefs, which has been traced 
in our agriculture and manufaftures, jn oiu* traffic 
and navigation, fuch perfons muft neccflarily dweD 
in a greater number of houfes. 

Davenant his fliewn, that the poor rates of 
England and Wales amounted, towards the end of 
Charles II.'s reign, to - - - ^. 665,302, 

By an account given in to parlia- 
. ment, in 1776, the poor rates 
amounted to - - - 1^556,804* 



However this vaft fum, which is probably under 
the truth, may have been mifapplied, or wafted, 
yet every one, who received his proportion of it, 
as alms, was exempted from the tax on chargeable 
houfes, and muft have confequcntly fwelled the 
number of cottagers. 

Whatever the term cottage may have fignified 
formerly, it was defcribed, by the ftatute of the 
20 Geo. II. as a houfe, having nine windows, or 
under, whofe inhabitant either receives alms, or 
does not pay to church and poor. But, we arc 

not 
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not inquiring about f be wordy but the thing; whe- 
ther the dwellings of the lower orders, of whatever 
denomination, have increafed, or diminifhed, fincc. 
the Revolution } and the end of this inquiry is to 
find, whether the lower orders of men have d^*- 
creafed, or augmented. 

The argupient for a decreafed number of cot- 
tages is this : Gregory King, from a view of the 
hearth-books of 1690, (which yet did not con- 
tain the cottages, fince they were not chargeable^ 
with the hearth- tax) calculatied the dwellings of 
thofe, who either received ialms,* or did not give 
any, at - - \ - / - ' - 55d,oba 

The furveyors of houfes returned .the - -^ 

number of cottages, in 1759.*, at • ^8^>4^9li 

andin 1781. - - 284,459., 



' ^ 



' Forfter, the antagonift of Brdckenridge, was the 
firft, probably, who objefted to -^ accuracy <tf 
^the furveyors returns, with regal'dfjca^^iii? houfe*. 
Having obtained -the coUeS^fs^ foiU; he hkd/kmui^ 
in 1757, the number of houfes iff ninelconriguoas 
parifhes; whereby he foand, thaty out of 588 
houfes, only ( 177 rpaid the caod;* that Laitiboom 

♦ This is the firft year, fiiys Do£br Price, that an order 
was given.torciwn tkccotUges£^rp^ fipr.poverty, .,.^h*vc 
in my pofleffipn.iome returns whici.w^rc x^de of gotugcs ^ 
I757» ^nd which, having cfeape^ ;the deitrudion of ^mc, 
evince previous order& aiid previous' performance. There ^zz, 
in fa£l, an account of tl;e (cou^Q^^mde up at the tax-offic^ 

in' 1756. •-,...,. V 

• ^ 

parift^ 
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parifh^ wherein there is a market-town^ contains' 
445 Louies, of which 229 onty paid the tax. 
When it was objeded to Forfter, that this iurvcy. 
was too narrow for a general avei'age, he added 
afterwards nine other parilhes^ in diftant counties 1 
whereby it appeared, that of 1,045 houfcs, only 
347 were charged with the duty; whence he in- 
ferred, that the cottages were to the taxable heujes 
as more than two to me *. Mn Wales equally 
objefted to the truth of the furveyors returns, in 
their full extent. And Mr. Ho wlet endeavoured, 

• 

with no fmall fucccfs, to calculate the average of 
their errors, in order to evince what ought proba- 
bly to have been the true amount of the genuine 
Aumbers. In this calculation, Doftor Price hath 
doubtlefi fhcwn petty faults } yet is there fufficient 
fcaftm to conclude, with Doftor Forfter and Mr,. 
Howlet, that the houfes returned- to the ta3t-office 
are to the whole, as 17 are to 29^ nearly. It will 
at laft be found, that the returns of taxable houfes 
are very near the truth; but that the reports of 
exempted houfes cannot poflibly be true: for 
280,000, or even 300,000 cottages, would not 
contain the two lower orders, who exifted in 
England and Wales at the Revolution; and 

• Forfter's letter, in December 1760, which the Royal 
Society declined to publifh. [MSS. Birch, Brit. Muf. No, 
4440.] The algebraical fophifms of Brackenridge were print- 
ed in the foreign gazettes : the true philofophy of Forfter, by 
experiment and faff^ was buried In the tubbifh of the Royal 
Society. 

who. 
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^6y witb' the greateft aid of • iirtachinerjr> c^O^d 
not •perform ^e 'annual labour of tlie fame cooii* 
tries at prifeiit, . : . ; 

• Oor^ agricultutie" has at all times employed tiie 
flfMatedr number of hanHs^ becaxife it fbrok ■tkt> 
Mp^6a 'oi^^iu^ ifiianufilfiJbres, our traffic, and ou^' 

mv^tion. tc admits of little dirpute, wkaAfcffi 

om^ buibandcjr V^ • beien purfuedy bthrt; or - fln^' 
xht ^bouMy ort xht Export of coni> in 1 6 8 9, vihh' 
thfe^ gnratefl! (kill; cfifigence, *nd> fiiccefs: : tltry 
Arffiur-Toung found, la 1770, ^by inquiries i^ dte" 
dbtmdes, and by cakukrioils^ frw^ tmimtti^^ 6f 
itt^cient accuraojjr^ that the perfeto^ erigajgcd-itf 
fiiMiih^ alone- amounted to 2,800,000-j befideji-ar 
Haft luunber of people; who artf&s mud> iMift^^ 
ta&ied by agriculture' » the ploiighnian thw t^ 
the foil*. 'Yet, the two lower ranks of Gregory 
Kiagi; .indudiiig: t&e; la&ou^g ptople* aiid- 6ut^, 
iey^aat^ the cottagecs^. paofieni^md vagnAMSj^^ 
aaiountcidiinIy:ta:a,^pOi,,QQeo.( 7 . r.r. r. ! :' - 1 
Of the general ftate of.dor tnainifiifliiiiei.at idiftL 
Rii^okitbfr, ^mdi.M' pl^fent, no. cqmpaiDifonr. £lan 
fiirely be tnadc^ .^'ac ton the extciiiivenei& of jtHdri 
aflQ^al vatue^ 00 to cbe ,numerofity?io£ ofe&l pookU 
ftoi 'iAo were, -enjoyed byithenil The WQolIei0 
iWiMfiidhiie^ Yarklhhre alone ^ in thepreioMr 
dtfy^of #qtMd extent, widi theirabllcn .cnanu&ftutcni 
^^ En^and,' at the Revolution. By: aaincodonQ} 
which, had been formed at the aub^r^s ojffice, it 



• North. To«r, vol iv;^*^^^4*^» ' ^ f 

^'- ' appeto. 
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a]ppcars> that the wboUen goods exported in f 6.S9, 
were valued at two millionsj exclsfive of the hom^ 
conlumption, that amounted to a much lels v^ue ^« 
The manufa^hirersfurniihed thd committee ofprirjr 
council, who fat on t!he Irifh arrangement^^iiri^ 
^ a particular eftimate of the Yorkflure tvooUcq^ 
roanufadhires;''. whereby ;..it i(ppe$red^ thac there^ 
were exported yearly of the value pf £*^>37^y$^!^ 
and confumed.at home £. 90i,759f. Wc know^ 
with fuflicient certainty3 from the cuftom*>houfe 
book$» that after clothing the inhabitants, dierc 
Were exported of the value of woollens, according 
tpan average of the years 1699 — 1700— i^ the- 
value of - - - - -i£*^;r56i,6i5^ 
the average of 1769—70—71 - 4»323j4^* 
tihe average of: 1790— 9ir-92 - 5^056,733,. 



i I • • .• 



And this manufafhire^ whichvhas been always ncr. 
garded as thegreatell, continues to .flourifh^ as we 
have juft feen, and to. employe :as it is faid, a nul-. 
lion and a half of people. ': ■ ; . . j i j 

Since the epoch of the Revoludon, we' may be 
ikki to have gained the manufeftyres of fllks,.of 
linen, of cotton, of paper, of irony ,and tht pot- 
teries, with glafs-; befidds other ingenious &bric^i 
which, all emplpy a very hunncroikis ,md lifefiil 
race.. We may indeed determine,, -wirfi, regard 
to : the augmentation of our inanufaAures, and 

• MSS. Harl. Brit. Muf. ^° 1F98, for a minute acconnt, 
f The Council p^poit. ^^ ■ 

' . ■ . to 
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to the inct"cafe of our artizans, from the following 
details 

There were exported, according to an average of 

.the years 1699 — 1700 — 1701, produSts,. exclu^ 

jivi bf the wooUens before-mentmedy of the valucf 

of ; - - -' ' -t 3>863,8ib- 

Ditto ih 1769 — 70—71 - - 10,565,196. 

Ditto in 1796 — 91 — ^ - ♦ 1 0,744,09 2i 



rii^. 



Th\is, have we denionftrafion, that while olir wool- 
lea manufadtorieS nearly doubled in their extent, 
during feventy years, our other manufaftures had 
almoft trebled in theirs. And, therefore, it 1% 

equally demonftrable, that the great body of artiftsj 

• » 

* Such is the exhiUrating view, WhitH the exported cargdbs 
esthibit bf our profpefity ! The impotts of the materials of 
manu&dore will fatniih a pro^£t equally pleafing : 

Of Spanish Wool. 

There were imported into England, according tb lbs. 

a three years ayerage; ending with 170J «. 1,020,905. 

D^ - A 1720 - 606,31^. 

Df - - 1787 - 2,622,101. 

3D* - - 1792 - 3,161,914. 



iMb 



Of Cotton Wool. 

There were imported into England, according to lbs. 

a fire years average, ending with 1705 - 1,170,881% 

D^ * - If20 ^ - 2,1^3,287.. 

!>*' - - 1787 - 16,466,312. 

D* • • 1792 - 29,620,281. 

who 
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ivfaa were conSandy employed in dl ^(e ifiMA^ 
£i£tories, muft have increafed nearly in the iiiaai' 
ptoportionr during the fsune bufy periods 

l%e whole faiIor^> who were &bhci in Enjg^iAfj 
by enumeration^ in January ijoi>—'ij xmcmiAti 
to - - - . - - •*6,S9'- 

B^ a calculation, which agreed nearly 
. with the accuracy of this enumeradonj 
there appeared to have been annually 
employed in the merchantsjervice, be- 
tween the years 1764 and 1774 - ' i^*^* 

In 1792 - ^ - - - • B^^i 
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The tonnage of Ehglifti fliipping, 
. during King WiUiano's leign, 
amounted only to « . • 230,441 tx)08» 
W during die prelent reig^i -> 19186,610 

We may thence certainly determine, with regard 
to the number of ufcful artificers, who muft have 
been employed, during the latter perittd, more than 
in' the former, in building and repairing our fhips. 
It is hufbandryy then, and manufaAures, com- 
merce, and navigation, which every where, in later 
^ges, employ and maintaiii th^ great body of the 
people. Now, the labour demanded, dur&ig the 
|>re&nt reign, to carry forward the national bulr- 

« There Isjeafon to believe, however, thit.the above eiiiii- 
iH erat ioa di d no( contain- the failors of the port of London. 

BCiSy 



4i 



THE sfREiroTH OF' 6. BRItAIN. flU 

hc6, ap;ricultural and commercial, could hot by 
any pofTibility have been performed by the infe- 
Hor numbers of the induftrious claflfes, whodoubt-^ 
feis exifted, in the feign of King Williim. And 
from the foregoing reaforiings and fa<9:s, we may 
feertainly conclude^ with one of the ableft writers 
of any age on political oecoftomy : *^ The liberal 
reward of labour, as it is the efFeft of increafing 
Vealth, fo it is the catife bf increafing population : 
To C6mjf>lain of it [high wages] is to lament over 
the neccflary effeft and cjtufe of the greateft pub- 
Kc profperity *. It is abfurdi then, to afgue, that 
as employments increafe^ population diminilhes; 
that as hands are warttedj fewer hands Ihould be 
ibund ; and that as greater Comforts are conferred 
On mankirid>< the natural propchfity of man to 
iouikiply and to people the earth fhould become 
icfe powerful in its energies. 

In calculating the numbers of people^ ivc muft 
attentively confider the ftat^ of focietyi in which 
they exifti whether as fifhers and hunters, as 
ihepherds sind htifbandfnen^ as mahiifadburers and 
traders; dr as in a mixed c6nditi9A, compofed 
partly of each. The American* tribes, who reprc- 
fent the firft, are found to be ificonfiderable in 
iiumbers ) becatife they do hot eafily procure fub-s 

* See the Inquiry into the Gaufes of the Wealdi^ of Na-^ 
Uonsy ch. 8 ; wherein Dr. Ad^m Smith treats Of the ^agei 
9f Labour y and incidentally of population, with a perfpicuity/ 
An elegance, ;md a force, which have been feldom equalled. 

P 1 fifljence 
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fiftencc from their vaft lakes and unbounded-ib^ 
refts, by fiftiing and hunting. The AHatic Tar- 
tars, who reprefent the^ fecond ftage of fbcicty, arc 
much more populous; fince they derive conti-* 
nual plenty from their multitudinous Bocks. But, 
even thcfc are by no means equal in population 
to the Chinefe, who acquire their . conrrfbrts frona 
an unremitting induftry, which they employ in 
agriculture^ in manufafture, in the arts, in fiftierics, 
though not in navigation. It was foreign com- 
merce, which peopled the marfhes of the Adriatic 
and the Baltic, during the mkldle ages; hence 
arofe Venice, and the Hanfe towns, with their en- 
vied opulence and naval power. It was the con- 
junftion of agriculture, manufaftures, . and traffic, 
which filled the Low Ccuntries with populous towns, 
with unexampled wealth, and with marvellous 
energy. The fame caufes that produced all thofe 
fcffefts, whic^h hiftory records, as to induftry, riches, 
and ftrength, continue to produce fimilar efFefts 
at prefent. 

When England was a country of fhepherds and 
warriors, we have beheld her inconfiderable in 
numbers. When manufafturers found their way 
into the Country, when hufbandmen gradually ac- 
quired greater fkill, and when the fpirit of com- ^ 
merce at length aftuated all ; people, we have k^n^ 
grow out of the earth, amidft conviilfions, famine, 
and warfare. He who compares the populadon 
6f England and Wales at the Conqueft, at the 
demife of Edward III. at the year 1588, with our 

|)opula- 
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population in 1688, muft trace a vaft progrefs in 
the intervenient centuries. But England caxi 
fcarcely be regarded as a manufafturing and com- 
mercial country at the Revolution, when contraft^;! 
with her prefent prplperity in manufafture and 
trade. The theorift, then, who infifts, that our 
puoibeps have thinned, as our ^mploynients have 
increafed, and our population declined, as our agri- 
culture and manufaftures, our commerce and navi- 
gation, advanced, argues againft fiifts, oppofes 
experience, and fhuts his eyes agaiftll daily obfer- 
yation. 

Yet, Doftor Price and his followers contend, 
that our induftrious clafles have dwindled the 
moft, fince 1749, becajafe it is from this epoch, 
that the profperity of th/s ppople has been the 
greatcft, however' they may have, at any time, 
been governed. And the following argument is 
faid to amount to demonilration, becaufe it con* 
tains as firong a proof of progrejjive depopulation as 
a£lual Jurveys' can give* : 'The number oF houfes 
retUFncd to the tax-officp, as charged ^nd cbargeabki 
was, — ^ ^ 



For a inoment, Doftor Price 
would not liften to the fug- 
geftion, tliat the houfes may 



in 


1750 - 


- 729,048 


in 


1756 - 


- 715.70^ 


in 


1759 - 


- 704>053 


in 


1761 - 


- 704,543 


in 


»777 - 


- 791-473 



* Dr. Price's Eflay on Popul. p. 38. 
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have extfted^ though they 
were not included in the re- 
turns of the intermediate 
years. But, loj additional 
returns have been made up 
at the tax -office, amount- 
ing, — -— — in 178 1 to 721,351, 

in 1794 to 1,008,^22, 

This detail is fufficient to (how, tAat the Doftor 
has failed in the proof, which was to outargue 
fafts, to overthrow experience, and to convert the 
improbable into certainty. 

As a fupplemental proof*, whipK ^lay give 

* The chargeable houfes, 

in 1 78 1, under 10 windows, are -r- 497>8oi 

under 21 windows, r- -t- 171,177 

ahgue 20 windows, — •— S^*Z7Z 

Cottages — ■ — r— T- 284,459 

Total houfes and cottages, in 1781, I>co5,8io 

The houfes in 1750 -r- 729,048 
The cottages in 1756 — 274,755 

— 1,003,803 

Increafe lince 1750 — — 2,007 

'fhe account of cottages, in 1756, was completed, as appears 
from the tax-office books on the 20th of November 1756, 
And thus, by adopting the mode and the materials of 
Dodor Price's argument, it is fhewn, that he has been 
extremely railla^en, as tp the depppulatio^ of England, fmcc 

5 faus- 
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iatisfeftion to well-meaning minds, there is an- 
nexed a comparative view of the mmber of houfes 
in each county^ as they appeared to Davenant^ in the 
hearth-booh of 16 go-, of the charged houfes in 1708, 
with the duties aSuaUy paid by them i of the charge* 
able houfes in 17505 with the houfes of the famf de^ 
Jgription^ in \^%u 
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A Coufii^ATiTi View of the Number of Housec, in ead Omifi 
England and Wales, ai they appeared in ihe Hcvih-bboka of Lady^^ 
1690, and a* they were made up at the Tax-office in 1708 — 1750— ud'i 
1781 





N°of 


W nf Money pjW, 


N 


•of Houre»,'lN»rfRA 




Hbufo by ihc chuicJ 




CODKTII.. 


Hault>, 


charged, H«ira, 


chargenWr, | tUxfik, 




1690. 




?o8. 1 1708. 




1750- ' 1 17<'- 


BtdrnrfW.* • - 






irf79 -J-'.3'S 14 




6.«~ — j,i6o 


Kcrki . - ' •■ 


16,996 




7,SS8 - »,iii 4 




Buck. - - - 


IX.ISB 




8,61+ - M'fi « 




CmbtUfc - > 


ig^9 




7,210 i 1,63s i£ 




9.334 — 9.<« 
l«,oo6 — 17,101 


ChtOtt - - . 


35,591 




,,,656 - 1,68, 




C...n«.ll . ^ , 


21.6% 




9,051 - 1,649 ■ 




i4tS»<' -=■ lfci74 


Cumbe-lwd - . 


'5>»79 




i.5°9 - S'3 " 




11,9.4 — 13,4'! 
>3.9>» — •4,«4* 


Dtrby- - - . 


24.9*4 




i!,i6o _ 1,669 4 




Ufvon - - . 


S6„M 




16^686 - 3,410 % 




30,049 _ i8,6.» 


D-rfei - - . 


> 7*859 




4.131 - 9«« « 




11,711 — ..,.ji 


Durhim - - . 


S3* 345 




6,198 - 1,114 4 




iCj475 — .1,418 


Ycik , . - . 


!I1,0S» 




AA'-rn - 7-788 .4 




■jo^it — 76,114 


Efr« - - - - 


»o.';45 




i*,ijo _ 5,046 4 




'9.057 — .S,3S9 


Clou rftcr - . 


JM76 




iV'^S - 3.7»3 14 




i6,a5r — 14,950 


Htiif"nl . . . 


i6>744 




6,9.3 - '.546 10 




».77i — 8*91 


Ksrtfati • . . 


>7.4!a 




7,447 - i."3i » 




9.1 s- — s!fci 




8,?! 3 




3,991 _ 859 




4,163 — ■ 3,847 


K<nt - . - . 


46.674 




11,87. - S.Bg3 1 




3o,oz9 — jo,,jj 


I^nolh^ie • - 


46,96' 




ii,iSS - 4,311 11 




33,273 -^ 30.956 


Uicftcr - - - 


10,^48 




8,^84 _ .,889 4 




'*i9S7 — >i.54S 


Lincoln - - . 


45,019 




17.57> - 3.191 1 




'4,999 -- *4.S9' 


LhkJ.t, 4c. - - 


1. 1,11 s 




47.031 - '6,110 14 




7'.977 — 74.7H 


K:.r|-„lk . - i 


s6.s;9 




11,097 _ 3rf9j ,4 




10,^97 _ ac,oj* 


Koiihimptnn- - 


cW..'"^ 


— 


9,118 _ iiii6 4 


— 


11^464 — 10,350 


FortliuinbeiliRd I ' 


Dg.h.m 


- 


6.7S7 - 979 'S 


— 


'0,453 — "»-*3! 


.7.818 




7,755 - '.518 6 




11,001 — 10.871 


Od'otd ■ - . 


■ 9,6»7 




*,5ri - 1,178 11 




10,361 <~ 8,6^! 


Rwl.nd . . . 


3.66 ■ 




.,4.;S - 310 8 




'.B73 — 1,445 








.1,451 - 1,358 8 




'3,33» — 11.89! 


Stnierftt - - . 


45,5Co 




'9.'^43 - 4.813 18 




= 7,821 — 16,407 


Somh-mplon, Ac. 


'!•"! 




'4.33' - 3.585 18 




.8,^4.5 — 15,81! 


SuliaH - . . 


.fi.ijS 




.cBii - 1,371 a 




•nz - \'^i\ 


Euffotk - . . 


47,J37 




'S.JO' - 4.97° 14 






40,6.0 




'4,07' - 3,97; ■! 




ic.,037 — ,9,jSi 


SuOix- - - - 


»3.'5' 




9rti9 - 1,698 18 




11,170 — io,j74 


W„v,L(k - - - 


1J.1CO 




9,461 - 1,440 10 




11,759 — ,3,i7( 


■Wtftmorlind- . 


6,69. 




1.904 ~ 349 ji 




4.937 — 6,144 
14,303 — 11,85* 


Wiltj- . - . 


17,418 




".373 - 1.959 >" 




Wntceftcr- . . 


14,440 




Vol ' ^'>'' ! 




9,967 — 8,79* 


Angltlc. - - -1 










",334 — 1,164 


Bicton . . - 


" g'- 




3^370 ~ 47» 8 




3,''34 — 3,407 


OrmfriVn ■ " 


- E - 




i.041 ~ 137 '1 




1.541 — 1,444 








3,9?; - 475 1 




5,010 — J, 116 


C:.rn.rvon - - 


■ g. - 




i,iSj - 11. .8 




6/x,i — - 5,67! 


De-high - - . 


- a - 




4,753 - 7°9 ■> 




Flint - - , - 


> - S ' 




2,653 - 400 10 




3.S" — a,99<' 


ClimnrEin - . 


- s- ■ 




S,oio - 707 11 




6(190 — 5,14^ 


Melo..rt!i . . 


■ ^ - 




.,900 - 146 11 




1,664 — a.97» 


Mgnmouth - - 


' \ ' 




3.^*9 - 73' '4 




4,980 — 44^ 








4,047 - . sl8 6 




4,890 - ts? 


IVmhiokf ' • 
Radnor - - -. 


77,91' 


- 


1.764 - 347 la 
1,091 - 317 8 


= 


Sl= 1^ 




.,).o,ii; 
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THE STREpCTH OF C. JRITAIK, ^17 

From this ihftruftive document it appearsj that 
twenty counties, includmg London^ Wcftminftpr, 
^nd Middleft?, have aftually increafed, fince 1750, 
But, it is an abufe of words to fpe^k of boufes 
having affuaily increajei: the prpper language is, 
that in twenty counties the furveyors' have beeii 
more diligent, and made more accurate returps, 
than in other diftrifts. Let us take the example 
of Surrey and Lancalhire, which are Aated, as ha- 
ving decreafed in houlcs, and confequcntly in pco- 
pie, fince 1750*. It is apparent, that Surrey has 
peen overflowed by London, during the laft fivc- 
and-thirty yearaf. And of Lancaftiire, confider- 
ing the vaft augmentations of its domeftic manu- 
Jaftures and foreign trade, it is not too much to 
aflert, that it muft have added to its houfes and 
people one-fourth, fince 1750;!:. 

• The country comniiljipners often difcharge on appeal 
houjes, a) not properly chargeable. This may occafion a^ 
apparent decreafc. 

■{■ In ^tinUagti arewtil Leiutan, }^tTt were baptiTKi], do- 
ring 2 period of tweniy yeats, beginning with the Re«o> 
lution -....- zo,78» 
During zo years, beginning with 17{8— fio, or6i J^-jSj 

J In fixteen pariflies in LancaCbire. exclnfive of Mancbelter 
snd Liverpool, there were baptized, in -twenty yean, 
■twnt the Revolution .... 13,389 

Ditto, from 1 7C8 ' , . - . - 47.919 

Tl>e& pf^oft of a rafui increafe of natural population are 
froin I^r: Howlet*! excellent Rxaminatian. It \» anxclcnow- 



hdged ^ii, chat Liverpool, ha^ Rubied i» inhalrilinitt evet/ 
ijrt and -twenty years, llncc the year 1700, 

Of 
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But, it is faid to be idle, and impertinent^ to 
argue from the ftate of population in Yorkihirc, 
or in Lancafhire, fince Dr. Price is ready to id- 
mit, that tbefe have added many to their nufnbers\ 
Yet, owing to what moral caufe is it, that York and 
Lancafhire, Chefter and Derby, have acquired io 
Hiany people ? Is it owing to their manufadtonesii ^ 

Of houies Liverpool contained in «-- 1753 — ^ 3*700 

in — 1773 — S»9*« 
in — 1783 -— 6^819 
in -- 178$ — 7,690 

Yet were its hbufes returned to the tax-office, 

in — 1777 at 3,974 
and in vr- 1784 at 4*4891 

Mancheder with Salford l^ve equally incneiAfed. 
Of houfcs there were in both, in —- 1773 "^ 4i*68 

in — 1783 -- 6,178; 

Of which there were returned to the tax-office, 

in 1777 -- -^ 2,519 
in 1784 — -^ 3,665 



And it wight be eafily ihewn, that the fmaller to^yns, and 
villages, of Lancafhire, have grown nearly in the fame pro- 
portion ; and this mofi: piofperous county has, during the lad 
ninety years, increafed in the numbers of people with the 
boafted rapidity of the American dates.' Bofton (in New- 
England) was fettled in 1633; yet, it did not contain twenty 
thoufand inhabitants in 1775. Philadelphia was planted in 
16825 yet, in its happicll days, it did not comprehend thirty 
thoufand fouls. The other towns of the American ilates, be- 
ing much inferior to the fc, can ftill lefs be compared to the 
manufacturing villages of England, or to Paifley, in Scotland, 
in the quicknefs of their growth, 

f Uncertainty of Populations^ p. 14— i9«r *- ' 

and 
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' THE STRENGTH OF* G. BRITAIN. ^19 

pind traffic, and navigation, which augmented em- 
ployments ? Now, the fame caufes have produced 
the fame efFeft§, in the other counties of this for- 
tunate ifland, in proportion as thofe caufes have 
prevailed in each. 

It is pretended, however, that the aftonifhing 
augmentation of oiir cities did not arift from births 
amidfl: profperity, and happinefs, fince many people - 
were brought from other diftrifts, by the a^lurcr 
jnents of gain. The additional labourers could 
pot afluredly have come, in confiderable numbers, 
from thofe counties, which have fuftained no di- 
minution of people themfelves ; and in no Euro- 
pean country is there lefs migration from one pa- 
rifh to another, than in England. The principle 
of the poor laws checks population, by preventing 
the laborious poor from looking for better employ- 
ment, beyond the limits of their native parilhes. 
Every one knows with what ' tyrannic rigour the 
law of Jettlements is enforced, by f^snding to their 
proper parifties the adventurous perfons, who had 
found no employment at home. It is not therefore 
the migration of the adult from the country to the 
town, that continually fwells the amount of the 
bufy multitudes, which are feen to fwarm, where the 
fpirit of diligence animates the people : and it is 
the employment, and habits of induftry, which are 
given to children in manufadturing towns, that add 
to the aggregate of dwellers in them, more than the 
arrival of ftrangprs* 

Having, 



_> ■ 1 o ■ 
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Having, in the fqregoing manner, traced ^ gra^ 
dual progrcfs fronci Tb^ Cpvqueft to T%e' Revolution i 
having thus eftabliihed, l^y the beft proofs, whic|i 
fuch an enquiry, without cnijnneratiQns, admits, 
that the former current of population not only con- 
tinued to run, but acquired a rapidity, and a fiil- 
nefs, as it flowed 5 wc fhall not find it difficult} 
fincc the chief objedions are removed, to afccrtain 
the probable amount of the prefent inhajjitantj. 
He who infift$, that there were in England an{l 
Wale3 i,30Q,ooo inhabited houfes in 1688, mi}(l 
equally allow, fince it has been proved, that qf 
thcfc th?re were 7 1 1,000, which were inhabited by 
perfons, who either received alms, or gave none ; 
and it has been equally fhewn, that the neceflary 
Jabour of the prefent day could not* by any poffi- 
ble exertions, be performed by thp lowpr orders, 
lvho certainly exifted jn 168^. Henpe, i| \% re^- 
fonable to conclude, that, fince the 590,000 charge- 
able houfes, in 11690, were accompanied wfth 
710,000 dwellings of the poor ^ the 721,000 charge-^ 
able houfes of 1781, mutt confequently be accom- 
panied v/ith 865,000 dwellings of the poor : .Foj*, 
fuch is the inference of juft proportion, The dif- 
tin6t d\vellinQ;s in En2:Iand and Wales, when both 
claffes are added to2:ether, mull be 1,586,000; 
which, if multiplied by 5-5 j for the number of per- 
f;)ns in each, would difcover the whole numbers to 
be 8,447, 2po: But, there ought ftill to be an ade- 
quate allowance for emipty houfes, and for other 
circumllances of diminution j which, after every 

deduc- 
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dcdtiftidhj would fhew the prefenc population of 
England and Wales to be rather more than eight 
million. And fuch an augmentation, as this 
would evince, fince the Revolution, is altogether 
Gonfiftent with reafon, with fads, and with expe- 
rience. 

Mr. Wallace, the learned antagonift of Mr. 
Hume,* very juftiy remarks*, " that it is not owing 
" to the want of prolific virtue, but, to the dif- 
'^ trelftd circumftances of mankind, every genera- 
"^ tion do not more than double diemfelves ; which 
" would be the cafe, if every man were married 
" at the age of puberty, and could provide for 
*' a femily." He plainly evinces, that there might 
have cafily proceeded from the created pair 
6,291,456 perfons in feven hundred years. From 
the foregoing difcuffions, we have feen an augnaen- 
tatioBi of four million and a half of people, during 
fix centuries and a quarter, of tyranny, of war, and 
of peftilence. But, when we confider the more 
firequent employments, and agreeable comforts, of 
the people, their fuperior freedom, and greater 
healthjfulnefs, wj? may affuredly conclude, that there 
has been an augmentation of a million and a half 
fince ^he Revolution. 

Of this gradual increafe of people, Ireland fiir- 
Diihes a remarkable example, though this kingdom 
has not always enjoyed, during the effluxion of the 

* Diflert. on the Numbers of Mankind, p. 8. 

a 
* 

laftr 




k& ccatOBfy ft ficuation i^laMjt^ hniamL^^ 
kud hat fiifiered, during. diisperiod; -ibf^miiaiif^ 
q£ dvU' w^r, whioh coded' jq tbe fnifrinirn artfttftn^ 
pMlfira of thoufandB* In this ffeiitxi atMb;^ lui^Jiv 
ti4es conflandf eqiigrti8dy«tfaer n>«i 
induiby, or to draw die iwoid^ in fereign 
IMt art- there abumhiii: roafima to bdk»%dnMt)i|ii^ 
]}Folific ifland has machmore dmi trebinlv i|r:{HN^ 
habitants, in the laft hundred ]PCi|riU' 



.'> 



Sir William Fettjry who^pofibftd^ef^.idbtMtll^ 
tails» with regard ta the condidDn of IfibuM^ il^^ 
period, from the Redorldonto dieRenMiliidkiM^flMfcif 
the number of hoi^es, in iSy^'f^.M ^ 'jfSd/gaif 
The number returned by the taz«{[ather-- 
• m^in 1791:^ was -* -. * .*r ^ :^i^mig 



;* tloogli the kudi-iKX>kft 0^ fin^lafld W^ ^^iti; ^p^ 
cHMoh; tte lietfrA-lKxdu of Irdtnd'remaiii* titm w jto\ 
ihUffuf fke ketrat'tsiD may bt tnuscoj iti {{tadtnf ritt^' iii'^ir 
the lisbjoiiifld detail, ^liick crufcei iig» progftft of |Mi)^la'- 
doD. It yieUted. according to a five yeart av#ni^ imrtiitf 
with — L-* — 1687 i*— * /". 32,416 
Thrcief years average; with 1732 -^— 42,456 
]> — — with 1762 -*-^ 55»i9$ 
Seven years — d« — 1777 — *- ^>969f 
Five years — d* — - 1781 ■ 60^4^ 

la 1781 — *- $3,820 



See BiW. Harf. Bm. Mnf. N» 47o6--Mrrf A. Yomig's Totrrir 
beUndk the Appendix-s^^^^nd Mr. Howlet'a Ki&y da ihe Fopn^ 
lation of Ireland, p. 19. 

**} f Pol. Anatomy, p. 7-11-17-116. 

{ See the account of hotifes given in to the Iriih Parliaslen^ 
fft the 22d March 1792. 
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At thjtf firft epoch, the-Irilh nation had fcarccly re- 
covered from a long and deftrO<5tivc civil war. It 
is ftifiScicntly known, that, notwithflanding the lau^ 
dabfe efforts of the lace Mr. Bofhe, there are fev^ral 
hMfeS 6Y[Atttdr ^hich often happens>^ when in*' 
tereft iWajr be pi?omT!>tcd by ioneealment Sit Wit- 
iam Petty ftated the whole populatfon of Ireland^ 
ini672, at - - - - - - ryioo/)00 fonk* 

Were we to' miikiply 701,102 

boufei of the yeir i79^i> at 6 

in each*, this would carry the 

Btunberti^to - - - * 4^20^,61! 



tmmimm^amttm 



* Nfr.Bo^ehaidrobtaked a6hisi ehumerailione'of fheiitaiH^ 
ber of dv^tiltrsf m tfoch houfe, throogjiodt many placet of Ire-' 
landr exclufive of Dublin, amounting to 87^95 fouls, iif 
14,168 Koufes, or nearty S^ in each* (fiH/eAirtjf. But> Mff. 
BmM went af Hep- firfli^f toMiFds^ o^Mii^ey, by i^^Uff 
&e vomhers, wMdt dWell in eatk isksdof koafe : The hobfe^ 
of pauperf had- 5^ in each ; in new hoafe3 were 4^ ;. in houfe^ 
with two hearths were 9; and in houfes with ond heartk werd 
61 in ^ch. Mr. km6, hdiV^e^e¥, <ofl[f^tffed xise^ lituxibtfftf 
at hfgk^ thmr die f^hf aVMgei And^- f^&m lAl Itefi? 4^^ 
Ihavefbrmed the folld^kif Taslb of (ho Popv&AtioN of 
l^aady in 175^ ^ fiie#uSg tbo number o£ each kind of gnr^ 
Cons, in that moll populous kingdom : 

483,990 houfes of oTte hearth, at 6 in each — . 2,903,940 

6^,663 kottTe^ of two, ornk>f^, fieaVths, at 8^1^ 

each -;. ^ ^ 54>*3'e+ 
15,615 koit(e«k limafbertaftft^d, wtetildlr df 0)1)^ 

hearth^ or tnore, — at 6f iri eacfl f';^:i 

li,M9 new Iroiifts; — --^ at 4 in eaeb 87,472 

if 2,556 pJtnpeiV lotofej --i at ij in each 562,7*0 

701,102 houfes, containing of all kind of perfons 4,193,1 58 



JUa 



Were 



^UttSUUi^ 



214 Atr BSTtfTATS 6r 

Were we to admit this fadsftdory aco^uot^ & 
merely an approximation to truth, it would de^ 
monflrate a fttll more conMerabk increaie ofpeo^ 
ple> than> as we have {o many reafbns for bdief-i 
ii^ took place, during die laft hundred jrean^. jti 
England, which enjoyed more piodii^Te advan- 
tages. This example ought to be more convinc-i^ 
ing than many aiguments. 

The fame principles, whichi in every age influ^ 
enced the population of En^buidi and of Iitlaiidl 
produced fimilar eflfeAs on the pofiulouihels of 
Scotland. When England and Ireland were poof 
and depopulated« we may eafily conjedure, that 
Scodand could not hzVc htcn very opulent <ir 
populous* As England aiid Ifehnd gradually ac« 
quired inhabitants, we may prefunie Scotland fol- 
lowed their tracks, though at a great diftance (x* 
hind. And, die accounts, which the miniftm of 
the fevera! parilhes have lately tranfinitted to Sir 
John Sinclair, from enumerations, prove, that die 
people of Scotland have gready increafcd, during 
the laft eight-and- thirty yeafs*. An intelligent 
obfervcr might form a fatis&ftory judgment of 

• Of the 909 parifliesy in Scotland, accchints of 659 have 
b^en already publifhed> in 13 volumes; whereby it appears, 
that there has been an augmentation of x 96975 9 fouls on 
J.265,380, which were the numbers about the year 1755. 
And thus, this litigated queflion feems to be decided, as to 
Scotland, from actual enumerations of more than two- thirds of 
the whole. 



the 
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the p^evious condition of England ana Scotland, 
from the accurate ftatcments, whcrtdti therr limiba 
Was formed. 

The public revenue of England was £, 5,6 9 i, 8 03 

of Scodarid - - 1 6o,coa 



tim 



Of the trade of both, vc^e tnif determine 
from the cuftom-hoiife dirties; which; 
in Engknd, were - - - £. i;34^559 
in Scodand ------ 34yooo 



The grols indomfe of the pofts was; 

in Eilgland - :i . - - £. ic'i,ioi 
in Scotland - - - - - - ii^^4 



,!.•<» \i 



Of the dirculati6ri of both, we' may form 
an opinion from the te-coiriage of 
both: There were re-coified 
in England^ during King .William s 
teigrt -^ - - £. 8,400,006 

in SCotl^, foori ifter the Union 411,11^ 

— --lj: 

ft 

We may deeiae; with regaf-d to the cori- 
fumptioh of both, from the excifc- 
duriesj which, 

in England, krtipunted td - ^. 947,60! 

Ih Scotland, to - - -33^500 



1 •• ■* 
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From thofc details* it is rcafpnablc to iaf^r, thtt 
Scotland poflefled, in tliofc days, no flourifhing hitf- 
bandry, few manufaftories, ^itdc commerce, and 
lefs circulation, though there had certainty been i 
confiderable advance^ in all thefe, during the iyH> 
preceding cemuries. ** Numbers of people, the 
^' greateft riches of other nations,'' faid Mr. Law j> 
in 1705, Z*^ arc a burden to us; the land is not 

improved; the produft is not nrianirfa&ured i 

the fifliing, and other advantages of foreign trade, 
'^ are negle£lcd.*' Such was the deplorable ftatc 
of Scotland, at die epoch of her happy union with 
England! 

The Scots were, for years, top much eng^ed in 
religious, and political, controver(y, to derive from 
that fortunate event, all the advantages which, at 
length, have undoubtedly flowed from it. Their 
misfortunes, arifing chiefly from -thejfe evils, have, 
however, conferred on them the moft invigoradng 
benefits. The laws, that a wife policy enaded^ 
created greater perfonal independence, and efta- 
bliflied better fafeguards for property, which have 
produced the ufual efFefts of a more animating in- 
dufl:ry. Of the intermediate improvements of their 
tillage we may form fome ju<:lgment from the rife of 
rents, and the advance of the purchafe-money for 
land, which muft have neceflTarily proceeded from a 

s 

* See the elaborate and very curious Hiftory of the Uniorv 
by De Foe, republifhed by Stockdale; and Ruddiman's pre- 
face to Anderibn's Diplomata. 

f Coniiderations on Money and Trade. 

better 
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\>txx.tf hiifbahdry, or a greater opulence. The ma- 
tiufaftoricSj which the Scots doubtlefs poffeflcd, in 
1707, though to no connderablc extent, have not 
only been greatly erilarged *, but to the oldj^ new 
Dnes have tfteah while been added. The vialue of the 
Vrhole exports by fea^ imbuhtedj at the epoch o^ 
the Union j if tvc may believe Mr. Lawj to about 
jf. 300,0005 The whole of thefe ekportswere car- 
ried up* before thcGdteny warbegahj to^.i,8oc^ooo> 
if we may credit the tuftom-houfe b6oks. The 
tonnage of fhipping, which annually entered the 
jports of Scotland^ at the firft ?cra^ was only 
1 0,000 f J but, at the laft^ 93,000 tons. The 
foregoing ftatements^ general as they are, will 
evince to every intelligent rtiind, how much the 
rommeite, and navigation, bf Scodand have ih- 
tfca&d, fince the hearts and hands df the twt> 
kingdoms #ere fortunately joined together, iatid 
how many Ufefiii people (he has added to her 
t)riginal numbers. 

Of the traffic of Scotland, it ought to be hio#ever 

remarked, 

» 

^ The quantity of linen made for fale in Scotland, during 
1718, was only 2,000,000 yards; but, in 1^75, 12,000,000. 
The linen is the chief mamlfasdtttre of Scotland; and, were 
Ve to regard this as a prbper reprefentative of the whole, we 
tnight from this infer a veiy confiderable augmentation in 
^stry othet maaufadore. 

f In the Harl. MSS. No. 6z6^, Brit. Muf. there is a lift of 
the fhips belonging to Scotland, (as they were entered in the 
Kegifttr General kept at London) and Trading in the porfs 

Q:^. - of 
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remarked, that it is more eafily driven from its 
courfc than the Englifh, either by internal misfor- 
tunes, or by foreign warfare ; becaufe it is lefs 
firmly eftablifhed -, it is fupported by fmaller capir 
talsj and it is lefs extenfive in its range. The 
bankruptcies of 1772 deducted nearly ;^. 300,000 
from the annual exports of Scotland. The commer- 
cial events indeed of our twolaft wars would alone 
juftify this remark. Let us compare, then, the ex- 
ports of Scotland, when they were the lowefl:> dur- 
ing the war of 1756, widi the loweft exports of the 
colony-war, and the higheft exports of the firfl, with 
the higheft of the fecond ; becaufe we Ihall there- 
by fee the depreflions, and elevations, of both : 

of that kingdom, from Chriflmas 1707, to Chiiftmas 1712, 
dillinguifhing thofe belonging to Scotland, prior to the Union, 
as follows : 

VcflWs. Tons. 

Total — — — 1,123 — 50,232 

Prior to the Union — — 215 — 144^$ 

Increafe — — 908 — 35»747 
There belong'^ J to Scotland, in 1792, of 

vefTcls, which entered only once — 2,116 — 154,857 

Of which were employed, in 1792, in 

Foreign trade — — — 718 — 84,027 

Coaft trade — — — 1,022 — 50 940 

Fifhing fhallops, &c. — — 376 — 19,890 

The total — — 2,116 — 154.857 

Thofe comparative (latements evince undoubtedly a very 
conliderable incieafe of (hipping in the intermediate period. 

The 
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The Value of Exports, 

*f" '755 —£'S3S*S77 i" I'^z —^.653,709 

in 1756 — 628,049 i:i 1778 — 702820 

in 1757 — 828,577 —- «- in 17^1 — 763,809 



in 1760 — i,o?6 205 — — in 1776 — 1^025,973 
in 1761 — 1,165,722 — in 177^ — 837*643 
in 1762 — 998,165 — — in - J 780 — 1^002,039 

When we recoUeft, that Great Britain was en- 
gaged, during the laft war with her colonies, which 
occupied fo much of the foreign trade of Scot- 
land, with France, with Spain, and with Holland, 
we ought not to be furprifcd, that fo much fhould 
be loft, as that fo much fhould remain, at the end of 
eight years hoftilities. It was deranged, but it was 
not ruined, as had been predifted, in 1774. And, 
when the various preflures of this moil diftrefsful 
.war were removed, though with a tardy hand, it 
began to rife 5 yet net with the clafticity of 1763 ; 
becaufe the colony commerce, which furniflied fo 
many of the exports of Scotland, had been turned 
into other channels. But, the following detail will 
enable us to form a more accurate judgment, with 
fcgard to this interefting fubjeft : 

The Value of Exports from Scotland, 

in 1762 — 3^-998,165 in 1782 '— jC^SS^op 

in 1763 — 1,091,436 -*•- — in 1783 — 829,824 

; in 1764 — i,24f3,927 in 1784 — 929,900 

}n 1765 — . 1,180,867 *—- «- in 178J — 1,007,635 



i * 
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It ought, however, to be remembered, that in 
the firft period, complete peace was eftabliihed in 
J 763} bu^, in the laft, it was not fully reftored 
till the middle of 1784. Yet, iht (hipping of 
Scotland will be found, as we have already per . 
iceived the fhips to be in England, ouf moil in&llible 
guides ; begaufe, the entries of fhips arc more ac- 
f:urately taken than the value of cargoes, and trade 
can Icarcciy be faid to decline, while our veflcls 
increafe. Let us attend, then, to the following 
detail of fhips, which entered in the ports of Scot- 
land, during the following years, bo(h before^ and 
after, the late war : 

Foreign Trade. poaft Tr^dt* Fi/hing, &c. 

in 1769 — 48,271 tons. 21,615 tons. 10,275 tons, 

in 1774 — 52,225 — 26,214 rrr 14*903 

in 1784 — 50,386 rr- 3^54^ r- I0^.2I 

in 1785 — 60,356 — 36,371 — 11,252 •^. 

It is apparent then, t}iat though the foreigi^ 
frade of Scotland was fomewhat inferior, in 1784, 

• The cuftom-houre account, from which the above detail 
is taken, flatcs the fhips to belong to Scotlandy accounting each 
y^JJel only one nsayage in every year. This comparative cftimatc 
of tl.e flipping, which were emplpyed in the foreign, or over- 
fea, trade of Scotland, may be carried back to the peace of 
176'. Thus, there were employed, in foreign voyages, 

\\\ 1759 -r 22,902 tons. — in 1761 — 31,411 tons, 
in 1763 — 33,352 — in 1764 — 41,076 

in 1782 — 40,530 — in 1792 — 84,027 

Whence, we may undoubtedly conclude, that Scotland pcflcflcs 
a much greater navigation at prefent, than at the peace of 
1-63, or at any prior epoch. 
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to riiat of 1774, it was equally fupmor to that of 
, 1769, as that of 1785 was to that of 1774*. 
That the coaft trade was much greater, in 1785^ 
than ever . it had hccn in any prior year : And, 
that the fifhing bi]finc(s of 1785 was more exten- 
iive than ic had be^n in 1769, but much more, 
confined than in X774> if we may implicitly credit 
the cuftom-houfe books. 

However the foreign trade of Scotland majr 
liave been depreOcd by the colony-war, there is 
reafoa to helieye, that &ic has thereby added to 
,her doiBcfti<^ manufadures. The commercial car 
pitals, which could no longer be employed abroad, 
were at length m6re ufefuUy laid out at home. 
Inftead of proniocing the labour of other countries, 
(hefe capitals furhifhed employment to many hands, 
within the kingdom. And, Scotland h^s, by thefc 
means,, extended her valuable manufacture pf 
gauzes; ihe has augmented the number of her 
sprint- fields 5 Ihe has acquired every branch of thp 
cotton bufinefs; and Ihe has greatly increafed her 
*Hnem*» Thtis it is, that an active people may 

be 

^ Of Linens there were made for fele ; 
iiri772 - 13,089,006 yards. — in 1782 - » 5 »3 48*744 yards, 
-^73 - 10,748,110 ^ 1785 '.17^7W77 

^774 - 11,^22,11$ — 1784 - 19,138.593 

I79ap - ? 1, 065,386 
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The greater number of (hipping, whi^ are at prefent cm^ 
ployed, than be^re the juat, in the coa(|-);r^dc of Scotland, 
fccTM Mo to evince an augmentation of dojneflic commerce. 

']^h\s comforuWc truth is alfo proved by (h^ in^rcafe of the 

Q.4^ export 
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be even enriched, by throwing obftrmftions iii thf 
.way of their foreign commerce. And, if pro- 
)Ju6livc labour conftitujte genuine wealth, the Scots 
jnay be regarded, at prefcnt, as a nation more in- 
duftrious, opulent, and populous, than they were 
before the colony -war began, and aiuch more 
jthan at the epoch of the Union, 

Thefe obfervations apply equally to England. 
Every occurrence, which at any time turned addi- 
tional capitals into domeftic employments, necef- 
farily contributed to improve the agriculture, to 
augment the manufaftures, to increafe the wealth, 
and to add to the population of the country, by 
yielding a greater quantity of produftivc lal^ur. 
Ireland, we have clearly feen, adci millions to her 
numbers, in the ihort period of litde more than a 
century, amidft civil war, and frequent emigrations. 
Scotland, we have alfo beheld, add greatly to her 
effeftive poj^ulation, in the effluxion of forty years. 
And, England, like every other civilized country, 
iT.urt, of ccnfeqi^cnce, have made many additions 
to her popu'oufnefs, during the bufy courfc of 
the laft hundred years. An argument was brought 
forward, with the parade of confidence, to prove a 
contrary pofition. But, after a fair examination, 
this argument, if it merit that dignified name, has 

exDort by fea of Scotch manufaftures; of which there were 
thus exported, according to a three years average, ending 
With 1774, the value df — — — >C-478>347 
Ditto, with 1792 — — • — 888,425 
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been found to have at Icaft the pertinacity of fac- 
tioufnels, if it have not the friyoloufhefs of folly. 
Let all, then, who, like true philofophers, reafon 
^rom fe£b, and deduce from experience, 

•* Leave fach to trifle with more grace and ea(e, 
•' Whom foUj pleafes^ or whofe follief pleafc.** 



Chap* 
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Chap. XII. 

A Review of the foregoing DocummU pr^pefid* — 4 
JuppUmental Proof from a Chronological Table of 
Commerce. — A Ccmmentery tb^eon. — The Jucceffiye 
Epochs from 1660 to 1793. — The Tonnage of 
Shipping. — The Value of exported Cargoes. — The ^ 
Balance of Trade. — The neit Cujioms. — The 
Amount cf the Coinage in that long Period. — The 
Conclujion of this Review^ which refleHs a Jlatter- 
ing Profpe£l of our future Projperity. 

A REVIEW of the feveral documents, which 
are contained in the foregoing Eftimate, 
would greatly illuftrate the interefting fubjeft of 
the prolperity, and populoufnefs, of Great Britain. 
As a fupplemental proof, I have annexed a chrono- 
logical account of commerce ^ in this ifland, from the 
Reftoraticn to the year 1793, with defign to exhibit 
a more connefted view of the weaknefs of its com- 
mencement, the ftruggles of its progreffion, and 
the greatnefs of its maturity, than has yet been 
done. This chronological Table will fpeak to the 
eye, while it convinces the underftanding, and 
comforts the heart. And, the commentary on the 
various heads of this Table will furnifh opportuni- 
ties, which did occur before, of treating of many 
topics that, as they confirm the doubtful, and 
illuftrate the dark, will throw a very pleafant 
light on our future profperity, by taking a fliort 
retrofpeft of the part, 

.. ^ A Chrot 
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Of the chronological tdble, the eye inftantly per- 
ceives the difpofition of the pares, and the intelle^ 
fully comprehends the arrangement of the whole. 
In the firft column may be feen the fucceflivc 
epochs, be^nning with the Reftoration, whence 
certainty may be f;iid to commence, and ending 
with the year 1792. The fecond column give* 
the tonnage of the Ihipping, which fucceflivcly fail' 
ed from England, diftinguifhing the EngUfh from 
the foreign, in order to find, in the amount of 
each, the ;[alutary effefts of the aft of navigation. 
The third column contains the value of the mer- 
chandize, which were from year after year fent 
put, that the extent of the cargoes may be corh- 
pared with the quantity of tonnage, which car- 
ried them : and, though the Scotch tonnage could 
not be adjojned, the value of the Scotch exports 
is added, bccaufc every one finds a gratifica- 
tion, in extending Jiis views. The fourth column 
exhibits the rcfult of our exports and imports 
compared, which forms what has been .denomi- 
^tcd the balance of trade. The fifth column 
ftates the nett cuftoms, which our foreign com- 
merce has yielded, at different periods, becaufe, 
while the detail gratifies curiofuy, it furniltes no 
inconfiderable proof of the profpcrity, or decline, of 
bur traffic. And the lafl: column contains, what 
may be regarded, as the refult of tlie wtiole, the 
fums, which have been coined in England, during 
fvcry reign, from the Reftoration to the 25th of 
March 
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March 1793 ; becaufe the minty as Sir Robert Cot- 
ton exprefles it, is the pulfe of the commonwealth. 

That the progrefs of our traffic, and navigation, 
from the commencement of the fcventecnth cen- 
tury, to the a?ra of the Rettoration, had been re- 
markably rapid, all mercantile writers (eem.to ad- 
mit. The navigation aft contributed greatly to 
carry this advance up to the Revolution. Sir 
William Petty ftated, in 1670, " that tKe Ihip- 
ping of England had trebled in forty years." 
Doftor Dayenant afterwards aflerted*, *^ that ex- 
perienced merchants did agree, that we had, in 
1688, near double the tonnage of trading ihip- 
ping to what we had in 1666.'' And Anderfon j? 
inferred, from the concurring reftimony of authors 
on this interefting fubjeft, ** that the Fnglifh nation 
was in the zenith of commercial profpcrity at the 
Revolution." We have already examjned how 
much the commercial gain of our traders was 
taken away by the war, which immediately foU 
lowed that mod important event in our annals, 
Bi:t the eye mud be again thrown over the chrono- 
logical table, if the reader wifh for a more comr ' 
prehenfive view of the continual progrefs of navi- 
gation, from the ftation of eminence, to which 
Anderfon had traced it; its temporary interruptions i 
and, notwithftanding the independence of the Ame- 
rican dates, its ftnal exaltation, in the year 1792. 

• Vol. ii. p. 29. 

f Commerce, vol. ii. p. 187. 

If 
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If we compare the greatnefs of i683, with the 
amount of 1774, 1784, and 1792, we fhall dif- 
covcTy that the navigation of the latter epochs 
had reached a point of the mercantile heavens, 
lb much more exalted than the former, as to 
revcrfe its pofiticn ; as to convert what was once 
the zenith into the nadir now. 

Tons Englilh. D' foreign. Total. 

Contraft 1688 - 190,533 - 9Sy'^6j - 285,800 
with 1774 - 798,240 - 65,273 - 863,513 
with 1784 - 846,355 - 113,064 - 959,4»9 
with 1792 - 1,396,003 - 169,151 - 1,565,154 

■ Wa^BHBM^iBMWM^ «aManM^BMMiMlrtW SiOTMaMOTMnMlll* 

The famous Mn Gregory King cal- 
culated *, " that we gained annually 
on the freight of Englijh fhifpingy in 
1688, — — — ^ 810,000/* 

If the " national profit on the naval 

- trade of England^ m 1 68 8 ," amount- 
ed to ^. 810,000; what ought to 
have been the national profit on our 
naval trade, in 1774? If 190,000 
tons gained £. 810,000, 790,000 
tons muft have gained — £. 3,367,889. 

940,000 tons, including the Scots 
(hips, muft alfo have gained, in 
1784, — — — iC* 4>o6o,ooo. 

And, 1,561,158 tons, including the 

Scots, muft have gained, in 1792, £. 6,6^^,^63. 



• Dar. Works; vol iv. p. 146. 

This 
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This IS doubtlcfs a vaft fum to be anntialJj^ 
jgaincd from our outward freights; but, great ai 
it appears, in a mere mercantile light, when aJ 
large a fum is added to it, for our inward freights^ 
the immenfe navigation, from whence it arifes^ 
mud be Confidered as ftill more advantageous to 
the date, being a never-failing fource, from which 
leamen, and tranfports, may be conftantly drawn 
for the ufes of war. If from the tonnage, which 
may Jbe moft fafely followed> in difcovering the 
benefits of our navigation, and commerce, during 
every age, we look into the column iff cargoes^ in 
the chronological table, we fhall find an excellent 
auxiliary, in the ledger of the infpeftor-generaI> 
for conducing our inquiries, and forming our judg- 
ments. 

To inveftigate the value of our exports, ztA ot 
our imports, during the difturbcki times of ouf 
Edwards, and Henries, or even in the more tran- 
quil days of Elizabeth, would be a refearch of 
curiofity, rather than of ufe. On a fubjeft of fuch 
difficult difcuffion, as no fufficient data had yet 
been cftablifhed, the moft judicious calculators 
could only fpeak in terms indefinite, and therefor^ 
imfatisfaftory : yet Sir William Petty, Sir Jofiah 
Child, Dr. Davenant, and Mn Locke^ all agreed 
in affertingj that our commerce flourifhed extremely 
from 1666 to 1688, when it had increafed beyond 
all former example ; and when its general growth^ 
in the opinion of the moft experienced merchants^ 
was double in its magnitude at the Revolutionj to 

its 
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its ufual extent at the Rcftoration*. In tHc chro- 
oological table, the value of exported Gomnfiodities 
was adjufted for both tbofc periods, by a flsuidard, 
•which fccms to be thus admitted as juft, by the 
wifeft men in England. 

During that day of commercial darkncfi, the 
experienced Sir Philip Meadows, whofe prefence 
for fo many years did honour to the Board of 
Trade, fat down to form " a general eftimaie of the 
trade of Unhandy' from the amount of the duties, 
which were paid, at the cuftom-houfe, on our 
importations, and on our exports. Direfted by 
his native fagacttyihe produced .a ftatement of our 
comoKrce, on an average of the three years of war 
1694 — 95-^-96 ; which appears now,, from, a com-* 
parifon with the entries in the ledger of the infpec-* 
tor-general, to have been wonderfully cxa<fh • 

The value of exports *, according to 

Sir Philip's calculation^ - -jC» 3^^24,000 
P% according to the ledger^ fn>m. Mi-* 

chaelmas 1696 to D* 1697 - • 3>S^5>9^7 

• Bot> Sir P. Meadows exelvded from bis calcolation the 
▼alae of butter, cheefe, candles, beef, pork, and other pro- 
▼Utons exported to tfte Plantatrens, and the value of Hieir 
produ^ imported into England, which were afterwards con» 
f*9iefl; '' being in the nat^r^ of- our cdaft-ttade among out 
.own people.'* Had he incladed thefe, his ftatement had 
been ftiU nearer ia its- amoont to the ledger of the infpefior^ 
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The value of imports^ according to 

him, - - - ', £. 3,05o,do<J 

D% according to the ledger, - - 3>48 2,587 

The favourable balance of trade> ac- 
cording to him, - - - jC- 74iOOO 
D% according to the ledger, - - 43*34' 

In the foregoing detail, from which we may 
afcertain, by comparifon, nearly the truths we be- 
hold the inconfiderable extent of the national com- 
merce, at the peace of Ryfwick, in 16197. If, faid 
that able (tacefman, the prefent condition of England 
he not JatisfaSlory to the public, from the general 
account of it here mentionedy various ways may be 
followed to improve it : And his fuggeftions hav- 
ing been gradually adopted, in after times, pro^ 
duced, at length, the wifhed-for effedbs of an 
aftive induftry at home, and a profperous naviga- 
tion abroad. From that epoch, we have in the 
books of the infpeftor-general all the certainty^ 
with regard to the annual amount of our exports,- 
and our imports, which the nature of fuch com- 
plicated tranfaftions eafily admit. But, fliould thd 
nation wifh for more fatisfaftory evidence, on a 
fubjeft fo interefting, becaufe it involves in it the 
welfare of the ftate, the fame motion, which was 
made in the Houfe of Commons by Mr^Lownds*^ 

during 

• « In order to prevent this mifchief [of exaggerated en- 
tries] fays Davenarit, a claufe was offered, and very muchr 

inixlkdr 
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during the reign of Queen Anne, to oblige the 
traders to make true entries of their cargoes^ may 
be again propofed, and, if it can be freed from 
objedtion, carried into effeft, by parlianfientary re- 
gulations. 

Mean time, die tonnage of Ihipping, which 
tranfported the fuperfluous products of Ei^land, 
has been adjoined, in the foregoing table, . to the 
value of caigoes, in order to fupply any defedt of 
proof, and to corroborate the certainty of each, 
by a fair comparifon of both. When Sir Philip 
Meadows confidered, with fo much attention, our 
cooimercial affairs, he gave it as his opinion, 
<< that die advantage of trade cannot be computed 
by any general meafure better than by that of 
the navigation." It requires not, indeed, the 
jg;rafp of Sir Philip's mind to perceive, that the 
tonnage is naturally the evidence die moft to be 
relied .on, where there is any doubt : in this mode 
of proof there is no fidtion : the entries are made 
at die Cuftom-heufe^ on the oath of the mafters ; 
though the tonnage was iuppofed to contain for- 
merly about one-third lefs than the truth: but, the 
general average being once known and admitted, 
.we may argue from the apparent amount, with nj 
more dread of decepdon^ ^an we fhould expe<ft 
from the notices of the moft/ authentic record. In 
comparing the value of the cargoes with the ex* 

lafiiled.on by Mr. Lownds, but" obftru^ted by the mei'Qliants, 
for ends not very juftifiabte, arid tlxe claufe was not received.** 
Dav. vol ▼, Wtoworth's edit. p. 44.3. 

R tept 
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tent of the tonnage,: as both arc ftated in the 
foregoing table, wc ought to infer,, that the fiift 
muft alwiays be fupcrior in its Hfingsi, wd dcprcC 
fions, to- the laft. It was wkh a.viev^ tx} tjhat 
comparifon and this corrcfpondence, that the tM- 
lion, whofe annual exportation for fo maay years 
fr ightfened the gravcft politicians, was dedu&ed 
fronl the value of the tranlportcd merchandize; 
fince it occupied little room in the tonnage, yet 
fvvelled confiderably- the calculation of the gencirai 
cargo: But, the exported bullion was. retained, kl 
forn>jng- the -balaridcs of tfade, becaufe, though it 
camrot: propel ly- be confidcred as a matuifiuEhtfCf it 
ought never thelefs to be deemed :«.vv^^ valuable 
part-'of our atftwal wealth, which we ieitdi^bfoad, in 
cxpeftatton of a profitable return. ' " • :. 'i •. 

Thus, we fee iii t<he foregoing docunriehts ih€! iifit 

evidence^ with regard to* our navigation, and' our 

trade, thtit the nature of ih'e enqid?^ adfvks. . He 

who wifhes to fatisfy bis doubss, or to gain infor- 

inatiort, by thvowing bis eye <over tlie ilate of our 

exports from J 6 96 to 1774, as it has been pubr 

liHied by- Sir Charles Whitworth, or the value of 

cargoes Avluch have been exported during tlie 

prclent: reign, as they hiive been arranged in the 

foregoing table, ' muft perceive, that' when one 

year furniflies a great^expor^ationy-tlTife- next fup- 

plies'-the foreigrt ivIarJkets with lefsj the rhird 

ufiially fends a cargo fuperior to the firft; and the 

fojLirth giyes ofteil a fmailer quantity" thin the laft, 

the amount of which however is fwldom below the 

■ ' 2 level 
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te*t}P bf the :fTrft. This ftriking variarion arifes' 
^SSefly from t'Hcf irregularities of imircrfal demand,' 
flHife ' foreign fafrs are fomeiimes empty, and Ibme- 
tirWe^ full i -alid partly ff oin the fpeculations, per- 
fet>i the capri(*>' of traders. And it has been 
JhcwHi from the ihoft fatisfaftoi-y proofs^ that the' 
year of profound' peacci which immediately fuc- 
ceeds the fconckifioR of a lengthened war, always 
eiftSbits-a greiat '^portatiort, becaufe every mer- 
cJhdht ttftakes hafte to be rich 1 Thus, 1698, 17 14, 
fy49^' ^764^ knd 1785, form epochs of great re- 
lative traffic. But^ it is from the averages of 
Simtii yeift-sj -^t given periods, that we c^n oAly 
fcMift ^a ded(^d ^ opinion, with regafrd to the reaf 
proipeirity^ or decay, either of Commerce, or of 
navigation t Thus^ from the Reftoration to the 
kcvolution, the finfeign trade of England had dbu-' 
bted iilf its ftittouht: frorh the peace of Ryfwitk 
tQ Ae demJfe of King Williarin, it had nearly rifen 
m the fame proportion* During the' firft 'thirty 
yeart of the cwfcnt tenniry, it had again doubled 1 
and from- the ^ear 1750 to 1774, notwithffanding 
the interruptions of an eight-years intervenient war,' 
it 'dppeir^ fo^ have gained more than one-fourth. 
We liad fotir times more trade, and fiu^ times 
more Ihippihg, in 1792, than ^thc nation enjoyed,' 
iA 1702** '; 

Though tfee late war feenrs to have been le-! 
veiled rathci» againft the indiiftry of the manure- 
tur<r and the projefts of the merchant, than* 

• See the r^^ff^Ajf/W Table/p. 334, 

1 a^ainft 
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againft the force of our fleets, or the power of ouf 
armies i though repeated blows of unufual feveri^ 
were given to our navigation, and our traffic 3 yet 
our domeftic diligence puriues with unabated ar^ 
dour its ufual occupations; the nfumber of ouf 
(hipping at prefent is great beyond example > and 
our trade, which was faid to be almoft tmdoney 
ftill rifes fuperior to its lofles, and bids defiance to 
|)rophecy. Let thefe confiderarions comfort every 
lover of his country, fince it is difficult to animate 
the defpondent, and it is impoffible to convince the 
incredulous. 

If from thofe exhilaradng topics^ we turn to thd 
column in the chronological table, ivhich is occu- 
pied by the balance of trade, we fhall find rather 
a more melancholy topic. No difquifidon has 
engaged the pens of a more numerous clals of 
writers, than that fruitfol fubjc6l; who all com- 
plained of the difficulty of their laboursj as they 
were each direfted by feeble lights; and who 
warned their readers of the uncertainty of their 
conclufionsy becaufc their calculations had been 
formed on very difp«table data^ 

In reviewing their performances^ how amufing 
is it to obferve, that though the fagacious Petty^ 
and the experienced Child, the profound Temple, 
and the intelligent Davenant, had all taken it for 
granted, as a poftulate, which could not be dif- 
puted, that a balance of trade ^ either favour able ^ or 
difadvaniageoiUy enriched, or intpoveri/hed, every com- 
merciat country — a writer, as able as the ableft of 
them, Ihould have at length appeared, who denied 

6 tiK 
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<Ac truth of its exiftence, at leaft of its efficacy I 
The late Mr. Hume fecms to have written his 
afinc EJJay en tke Balance of trade^ partly with dc- 
;iign to throw a difcredit on the declamations of 
Mr. GeC;, *^ which bad Jiruck 4be nation with an 
upherjal panicy* perhaps more with the laudable 
purpofe of convincing the public ^' of the impojfibi-^ 
Mty of our lojing our moneys hy a wrong balance^ as 
Iqflg as wefreferve our people^ and our indujiryy 

Whatever wife men may determine with regard 
tQ ^this curious, perhaps ^mpoctant fpeculation, 
reafon mean while afleiits, what experience feems 
t9 confirm, " that there is a certain quantity of but-^ 
Hon fent by one nation to another, to pay for what . 
they hafve not been able to compenfat£ by the barter 
of commodities y or by the remittance of bills of m- 
change \ which may be therefore deemed the balance of 
trade.** And a writer on political oeconpmy, who 
is ^equal to Mr. Hume in reach of capacity, and 
fuperior to him in accuracy of argument, the latf 
S/r James St;ewart^ l\as C3^an^aed his realbnings, 
and overturned his fyftem, wh^h is elegant in its 
ftrudture, but wcaj^ in its found^iqn. It behoves 
us, therefore, to look a little more narrowly into 
the ftate of the traffic, which Britain carries on 
with the world, in Qrder to difcover, if poflible, 
iiow much bullion fhe pays to each of her com- 
mercial correlpondents, or how much (he receive^ 
fron^ them. 

jQidrnitting that the apparent tide of paymplt§ 
flpwed againft this ifland, anterior to the Revolu- 
tion, it does not fccm cafy to difcover the exa6t 

R 3 poi^l^ 



Z^6i Atf ESTIMATE OP 

point of time, when if bpgan to eh^b^ ip a central^ 

direftipn. 

Sir Philip Mpadows, we have feen^j 

^und a balance in our favour, on 

an average qf the bufmeis of 1694 

— ^—6, of — — ^ £^743(00<3u 

The ledger of the infpedtor-general 

fhcwed a balance, on the traffic of 

1697, of — r- — 43^34^ 

The re-eftabiifhment of peace gavp 

us a repurn, in 1698, of — '^789,744, 

But, an increafe of imports reduced 

the balance, in 1699, to •;— i;,o8o,497, 

And an augmentation of export^ 

again raifed the balance, in 1700, 

?o -. ~ ~ • i,332>54tt 



•i^ 



We now behold the dawn of knowledge, in rcr 
fpeft to this interefting part of our oeconomy, 
v/hich has at all times been the moft enveloped in 
darknefs, and which fometimes introduced all 
the unpleafantnefs of uncertainty, and entailed too 
often the gloom of defpondence. But, it ought 
to be remembered, that whether we import more 
than we export, is a mere queftion of facl, which 
depends on no one's opinion, fince, like all other 
difputable fafts, it may be proved by evidence. 

We muft recur once more to the ledger of the 
infpeftor-general of our foreign trade, as the beft 
pvidence, which the nature of the inquiry caii fur^ 

nifh. 
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nilh, or perhaps ought to be required. After ad- 
mitting the force of every obje6tion, that has been 
made againft the entries at the cuftom-houfe, ive 
may apply to that curious record of our traffic, 
^ what the Lord Chief Juftice Hale * aHerted, with 
regard to the parilh regifters of births and burials, 
** that it gives a greater demonjiration than a bun-- 
dred notional arguments can either evince vr confute^^ 
It was from that fource of accurate information, 
that the balances were drawn, which are inferted 
in the foregoing chronological table; and it re- 
quires only " a /notch of Jighi**' to perceive all the' 
fludtuations of our mercantile dealings with, the 
world, as they were direft(?d by our aftivity, or 
our caprice, or remiffnefs ; and to decide, with re- 
gard to the extent of our g^ins, at every period,* 
l)y the fettlement of our grand account of profit, 
and lo(s, on every commercial adventure. One 
truth mufl: be admitted, which has been confider- 
cd by fome as a melancholy one, becauf^ they 
inferred from it, ** that we were driving a lojing 
traded* that the apparer.t balance has been lefs 
favourable in the prefcnt than in the preceding 
reign. In order to account for this unwelcome 
notice, it has been infifted that, as we grew morp 
opulent, we became more luxurious, and, as our 
voluptuoufnefs increafed, our induftiy diminifhed, 
till, in the progrefs of our folly, we found a de-. 
Jight in facrificing our diligence, and ceconomy, tot 

* Origination of Mankind^ p. 207* 
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the gratifications of a pleafurable moment^ du«« 
ring a diffipated age. 

But, declamation is oftener ufed to conceal the 
bewitching errors of fophiftry, than to inveftigate* 
the inftrudtive dcduftions of truth. Confidering 
the balance of trade as an interefling fubje£t to a 
commercial nation, it mud be (^eeme4 not only 
of ufe, but of importance, to enquire minutely; 
which of our mercantile correfpondents arc our 
debtors, and which are our creditors 5 and to ftate, 
which country remits us a favourable balance^ and 
to which we are obliged, in our turn, to pay one. 
Nor, is it fatisfaftory to contraft the general ba- 
lances of different periods, in order to form gene- 
ral conclufions, which may be either juft, or falla- 
cious, as circumftances are attended to, or ne- 
glefted. From a particular ftatement it will 
clearly appear, that we trade widi the greater num- 
ber of the nations of Europe on an advantageous 
ground; with few of them on an unfavourable one; 
that feme ftates, as Italy, Turkey, and Venice, 
mjiy be confidered as of a doubtful kind, becaufe 
they are not, in their balances, either conftantly 
favourable, or unfavourable. Tobanifh uncertainty 
from difquifition is always of importance. With 
this defign, it is propofed to ftate an average of the 
balanceofapparentpayments,whichweremade> dur- 
ing the years 1771— 2— 3 to England, by each cor- 
ref^onding community, or which fhe made to them : 
and the averages of thefe years are taken, in order 
to difcovcr the genuine balance of trade on the 

whole^ 
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whole, fince they feemed to be the leaft afiefted by 
the approaching ftonti. Where the fcale of re- 
mittance vibrates in fulpence, between the coun- 
tries of doubtfpl payments, an average of fix yean 
IS taken, dedudbing the adverfe excefles of impor^ 
and of export, from each other. 

Let us examine the following detail of our £ii»» 
ropean commerce ; 



Countrtei of favourabk balances, 

• • " 

Denmark and Norway — jf. 78,47? 
Flandprs •« ^*> 780,088 

FfaDC«(' ^7- — 190,605 

Germany ^- — 695,484 
Holland •« — - 1^4.64,149 



Countries ofunfavourahle balatfces* 
Eaft cottntry [iAoubtfulj j{^* 100,2 30 
Ruflia — • — 822,607 

Sweden -— — 117*365 
Turkey [doubtful] — ' 120,497 
Venice [doubtful] — 119369 



Italy [doubtful] 


— 


41,289 


Portugal 

• • 


i- 


— 


274*13* 


Madeira 

* - 


— 


9>Si4 


Spaiii 


i z 


— 


44a»S39 


Canaries 


— 


*3>347 


Streights 


t 


— 


ii3>3io 


4 

Ireland 


— 


— . 


663,516 


ifle of Man 


• 


— 


"3>773 


Alderney 


— 


— 


1,229 


Guemfey [doubtful] 


— 


6,269 


Jerfey [dei] 


ibcful] 


■ 
• 


8,850 


• 


^»8oS;57* 



jf. 1,172,068, 
Favourable balance 3,636,5041 



jC.4>8o8,57i 



Having thus fairly ftated the countries of Eu- 
rope, from which we receive yearly a balance on 
our trade, againft thole, to which we annually 
make unfavourable payments; and having found 
upon ftriking the difference, that we gained, at 
the commencement of the late war> a nett balance 

' * • ^ of 




^^>*- " 



fja .v: .An &S T rat JbTS ;•!;.: r" ? 

gfkMitt:h^hj.mrfaffa^bi:A£^^ and m 

* -^Aflfiii • iii. •*— /.656i599t feat lolili t^ Xrt,n»5,5f«*' 



1-1 • /• 

» > ■ r. . 






^1,105,511 



/;-i»«»5i5»* 






■• ■ 4 



Having thus found an un&voundde babmot m 
Ac, traffic of our fai^oncs^ of £. 448;»9iax it is 
,w>w time to. cxaoHi^ ihc trade of our fbrmerj and 
|)refcnt> eolonies, whkhr has top often been oonfi- 
'dercds as the Oftly commerce ironhy of our care ; 
m if wahad g^uned ev^ things and loft noti)ii^ 
byiti 



Favourable halauts* 

% m • • • 


VfjaswaahU lmUmc€\, 


irtwfewidknd [douUfal'J ^:i 9,484 


Aotigna —« 


-iC- 44.itt 


CsBad« — — 1 871974. 


Barbadoct -^ 


*- 44if^ 


llova Scotia — — I4>434 


Carolina [doubtful] 


•-« loS^s^ 


KewBngUnd — — » 790^244 


Huron's Bay — 


'— »,SOf 


KewYork — — 343*992 


Jamaica — 


— 753.77^ 


Permfylvania — — 521,900 


Montferrat — 


— ^I^M% 


Virginia and •% 

Marybnd [doubtful] J "" i^5»230 


Nevis ' ■— - 


— 47»»3* 


St.Chriftopher's 


— 149>*59 


Georgia [doubtfuij — 360 


Grenades — 


— a88»96a 


Fl<Mrida - — — 37>966 


Dominica — 


— 158*447 


Bermudaf -r — 9>54i 


St. Vincent — 


— 104,23s 
•— 16^)64 


» . • • 


Tobago — 


^.Z,I2I,I25 


New Providence 


— a>o94 


N 

/ 


Tortola — 


— 23,03a 


, 


St. Croix — 


— 11,697 




St. Euftatia — 


— 5»^ 




Spanilh Weft Indies 


— 35»35» 




. Greenland — 


— 18,274 


• 
1 


Balance 


** 261,291 


* 


^.2,121,125 



Ui; 
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Let US how recapitulate the foregoiiig bdances : 

|jaincd on our Europtan commerce «- — -' — £,\ ^3">504 

pedu£l the lofs on thQ trcwle of oar faftories -«• ^-^ ' ^^,<)%% ^ 



■« I I * 



• if. 3*^87,596 
Gained on the balance of our colony commerce .'<-*■; ^** . . ^^Jt^S^ 



Nett balance ^ined on the tradp of England *w — • jC» 3>44^>'^T 
etc balance gained on the Crac 
to an average of 1771—2—3 



Kett balance gained on the trads of Sccrfiland. according 1 



^ett gain on th^ Britifh commerce in i77X'--2'^3 — £* 3,884,844 

Ditto *-. «^ —-in I79Z — — ,. 5,776,615 



Of an citcnfive building, we vainly attempt to 
fprm an accurate judgment of the proportion of 
the parts, or the beauty of the whole, without 
meafuring the fize of the coliimns, and examining 
the congruity of die refult, by the fuitablencfs of 
every dioienfion. Of the Britifli commerce, fo 
luxuriant in its Ihoots, and fo interwoven in its^ 
branches, it is equally impoffible to difcover the: 
total, or relative, products, without calculating the 
gain, or lofi, that ultimately refults xo the nation,^ 
from every market. Thus, in the foregoing ftate-' 
jnent, we perceive, which of our European cuf.; 
tomers pay us a balance, favourable and conftant; ' 
which of them are fometimes our debtors, and at 
other tiines our creditors; which of them conti- 
nually draw an unfavourable balance from us; 
and, by oppofing the averages of the profits, and 
lofles,. of every annual adventure to each other^ 
we at length difcbver, from the refult, the vaft 
amount of our gains. The mercantile tranfa&iona 
at our f^orics in Africa, ^nd Afia, were ftated 

againft 
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againft each other, becaufc they fcemcd to be of 
a fimilar nature. But^ whether we ought to con- 
fidcrthe balance of ^. 448,91a as abfolutely loft, 
xnuft depend on the eflential circumftance, whether 
we confume at home the merchandizes of the 
Eaft, or, by exporting them for the confiimption of 
flxangers, we draw back with intereft what we had 
wily advanced: fliould the nation prefer the beau- 
tiful manu&6ture$ of the Indian to her own, wc 
*ught to regard her prudence as on a level with 
the indifcrction of the milliner, vAw - adoreis her 
,own perfon with the gaudy attire, which Ihe had 
prepared for the ornament of the^reat and the gay. 
Our former colonies w^re ftated againft each other, 
in order to fhcw the relative adv^antage of each, 
as wet! as^ the real importance of the whote. Of 
the valuable produfts imported from them, which 
feem 10 form fo great a balance againft the nation, 
wc ought to* obferve, that they are cither gainful, 
or difedvantageous, ns we apply them: wc gain 
by the tobacco, the fugars, the fplritf, tl^ ^rug6, 
the dying- woods, which we re-expoit to cur neigh- 
bours : we lofe by what wp unneceffarily wafte. 

The colony -war has added greatly to our an- 
cient ftock of experienqe, by exhibiting the ftate 
of our commei ce, in various lights, as it was forced 
into different channels. The balance of trade has 
thence affunned a new appearance, as it is fbewq 
by the cuftom-houfc books. While the exports 
were depreffed for a time, as they had b«en ftill 
more by former wars, the imports rofe in the 

ittmq 
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&me proportion^ 


The value of both, from^E 


land^ vras^ 


,. . - . ...» '. • ■ 


in 1781 — 


Expoxts. ;.. Imports* 
^.10,569,18^ — jC-»i>9iS>99? 




•i2fj55,75Q "■■.—■ 9,5^*,'6o7 


S4 - 
90 — \ 


X4^i7x,375 -^ I4,ii9»i6^ 
-^ ■'i?,S43,xii ■— • 16^08,140 


91 — 

92 — 


*i»435*459 . ., — . ''7f688,J5» 
■.i3»^74>U^ ' '. — »7»897,7oo 



"f he nilmbcr of fliips, whichi doring-thoic. yean^ 
f*ntered inwards, hare alfo increifed fully equsal t9 
the augmented vahie , of c^gocs* But, were wt5 
to form a judgment of the balance 'of trade .bjr 
die difference, which thus appears from the cuihKU^ 
houfe books, we fhould be led to manifcft error*: 
Let us take the year 1784 for an example. Thus. 
Aood 

Cxpbns. Imports. B:flanceu 

The Eaft India trade — £. 730*858 — £> a^§9^|548 -• £-iyi^s,S4^ 
The Weft India trade — 1,160,070 — , 3>37a,7'i5 — xlziZy'ji-^ 
I'he Greenland trade — ' , —1^1; 54,050 -« 54»09«^ 

£.1,890,918 ^ ,^-6,423,381 — ,C'4»53M5r 

■ "«t ■■ » t' : — i rr»^- 

Yeti thefe jC.4,S3^>455^ confiflkig of the im- 
portations from our fadlories, our'colomcs^ and 
filhery, create no legitimate balance howcrer much 
this vaft fum may dedu6): from the apparent ba« 
lanc^ of the cuftom-houie account. The £imc 
fbitement, and the &me obfervation, may be made 
with regard to the trade of Scotland To this 
may be added, a melancholy truth, that we hayc 
jbil the export of com, ta the ^ annual value of a 

million^ 



-.»■■: ■» 
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cnrafe of people^ dian to a dcdbe <tf agHS&llM 
wad v^i»3k paflfed with;;fe ''ihi;(ch advantage joitd 
die txSbnce of 1749*— 5c>^£U * IiLyeafs •f iEar- 
dtjTj 'i»€ 'iMTRr ixnpon ba^ dt^ 
wben £> great a itmn ts,^!|DeiDt|fiomIifae ont ^ak^ 
and liirown into the oiiier^'^^die diflRrrence oa tte 
apparicnt bahnccLinuft fjjfectflanljr beJtnmcn&i 

Of die truth of thcfe nTaftningSt and of thofe 
6fts» t&e{|enciai:eiBttilhgci^.iifh]idi^a^ 
adaiitfiedto'have.beeo^ &r:Camtytta$^tMm!t^^ 
fiEvoufaUe td- Gceat JBrkan^L^tr a fniiintnt cos^ 
flrinadon: . vWheBi idiere aiUh :jk> dUbnder midirifb 
Moi^' the excfaai^-JtvYio: had; la^ though itJaiBifr. 
aiD abfdutie-proo^* on trikidh^fidfe tk^ bahsce^.o^ 
fayriicntft tiunsy wh^^. ^f^gainft :au ocxsrnei'ditt 
country^ or for it. Tbe vaft importadons of ^db^r 
jadgD rcoin and bullion^ fincc the eftabCfhment a( 
pcface, prove hfifw^ 4wach and how generally the* 
exchanges have run in &vour of. this encerprifi^g 
nation. And. the price of bullion, which> during 
this period, has been nnuch lower than had ever 
been khown/ leads m to infer, that the cxtent'of 
diofe .importations' has been propordonally great. * 

In confidering'the balance of trade, it is to be 
lamented, that we cannot obtain, from the ton« 
nagc. of veflels,* 'entering inwards, the fame latis- 
£i£tory informadon, as we have already gained 
from the numbers^ dipping, which, having car«- 
ried » out the merchandizes, were brought as a 
conBrmadon of the ..value of exported cargoes t 

for. 
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^ for, the materials of manufedturc, being much 
btjJHer than the niantifeaures 'tiiiemfehriss, rfequi^ 
a gratJtr number cif tr^nfports. R\may, how^yeri 
give a new view of an engaging fiibjeft, to fee 
the tonnage of* veflfels^ which entered inwards at 
diffiatnt periods, compared with the fuppofed ba- 
knccof tr^e. 



. 1. 



^' -Ships cleared outwards.— 1709.— Ships entered inwards. 

Tons Eng. D** foreign. Total. 



iS9;3t8 



Tons Eng. D« foreign. T<jtal, 
Favoupbie bj}l^Qce»o£ ron^ 



289,31s 
Balance of merchandize . 

~ftfit "out, exclufive of 



Sbip^ dcarcd 6tttwatds.-^i;i8. — Ships entered inwards. 

Tons Eng. D<> foreign. Tottl, 



Tons Eng. J>^ foreign. TotaL 
427^* --. ; i^^ — • 444t2^i^ 



..» . J . 



k --•4>i 



J iSSi^?! r- i;S>5«7 T- ||5*38S 
Favourable balaiice of ton- 
nage •- -■ . ■'' y ^^;^ti 



444>7?i 






M >■ h »|. 



Goiaxoiicable balance of 
*" sicrchandize fent outy 
* cxctufive of bullion - £. 308,000 



44l*77t' 



Ships cleared outwards.— 1737. — Ships entered inwards. 



476,^41 «- a6,6i7, — Jo^,S^6Z 



-t rj 



503,568 



Favourable balance of ton* 



nlgte- 



.J 



t Jw.- ' i ■ 



a: 



503,568 

Balsmidxif merchandize ■ ■ 

"Ifent out, exclufive of 
bullion - - jf. 3,008,70 5 



Ships 



i$6 
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T^ • 



Ships cleared outwards.— 175 1-2-3.— Ships ^tered inwirdsJ 
Tons Eng. D* foreign. Total. 



6^5^)78 



TonsEPS^ 0^ foreign. TotaL 

435^91 — 6i,3<»3 — 49^3^ 
Favounlble baUiice W ton-- 

nage • • • xsV^ 



655107$ 
Balance of merchandise ■ ' ■ 

fent outf exduiive oif 

bullion - - ^. 3,976f^7 



■ 

Ships cleared outurards.-— 177 1-2-3.— Ships entered inwards. 



Tons Eng. D* foreign. ToUL 
7ij,730 •» 63,194 mm 775,024 



775>o*4 



Tons Eng. D** foreign. Total 
608^6 — 123,870 -^ 731*93^ 
Favourable balance of ton- 
nage • - - 43/>g8 

775»<«* 
Balance of merchandize ■ 

fent out, exclufive of 

bullidQ - - jC-3i5<S«^5' 



Slips cleared oatward8.<^i784;^--^Shif^s entered in^atids. 



Tons Eng. D® foreign. Tot^. 

846,355— 1131064 — 959*419 
Unfavourable balance — 67,008 



1,026,427 

Balance of merchandize — — — 

fent out • " £. 52,209 



Tons Eng. D'o foreign. TotaL 
869,259 — 157,168 — 1,016,417 



1,026,427 



Ships cleared outwards.-^ 1790- 1-2.— Ships entered inwards. 

Tons Eng. D^ foreign. Total. K Tons Eng. D^ foreign. TotaL 

^>3»9>979 — 163,778 — . i,493»757 i>a50>74^ — ^HMz -— i,535>584 

Unfavourable balance — 41,827 

— — '— Balance of merchandize - 
',S35>5^4 feat out, exclufive of 

bullion . . £-3,655,397. 



From 
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trom the foregoing ta6ts, men will probably 
draw their, iilferen&es^ widk r^rd tb otir debility, 
and decliAei 'or to oyr healthfulnefi, and advance*' 
lheht^ accordihg to their iifual modes 6f thinkings 
tb their ^cblltomtd gloomiiiefsi of hitarityi of 
6und>.ort6 the ^ffuliods df the compdny, which 
iJiejr coitinlottly keep. Ofte party, takii^ it for 
granted, ^mid their iuixiedes, that ih6' liadonal 
commerce, tionileftid arid foreign, is in the laflr 
fiage of a Cohfuiq:ipdon, rhay ' pofflbljr attribute a 
fuppofed idlenefe, ^nd inattendori, to the ejtceffive 
luxury, in kind the nloft pernicious, in totent 
the moft extrdvagint, which deeply pcrvadci 
fcvcry order: the other i)irty, dirtfdcd iii their 
inquiries by art habitual cheerfdlridfei may pcr-» 
haps detcff n^lnc, from die bufy odcupacionsi which 
diey lee in the fliop and the field, as to our adivity 
and attention^ the liatuf^ forerunners of prolpe-« 
rity and acquificiori ; thinkirig that th^y perCeivti 
in the heaVy-ldaded fhips, as they arrive^ tb^ 
huUmals ot a manufafturc, extcnfive and increaf- 
uig. If any one wi(h for the aid of experience^ 
in fixing his judgiiient, he need only exanrtine th^ 
ktfairs of the Amcric^an States, and of Ireland, 
during the eMuxion of the hft hundred years* 
. A greiU balance of trade ftood Cdnilaritly ^;ainft 
bbdi thofe couAtries; yet, both have more than 
trebled the numbers of their people^ the amount 
of their produftive labour, the value of their ex- 
j>orted merthandizei and the extent of their real 
iRTtalfh. 

S 'From 
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,,..■,*-« ^ ,-. vii - * v- V , „ '-•^. -.0 ---.• 1 c_^*- Uit jj .n 1 1 . 
i \it :a;:^. or. :r.t t::por:2::on cf v%-ccllcr.5, of 
r '/;:., n/'al, and brea^*, v/ere happily rtn:cvi^ in 
r/'.o. y^r, ic v.as no: t:ii 1722 th;;:, on a iyf- 
r':fria'ic corif-ficration of the burdens, v.hich cb- 
(!«i;'''ir(i fr^r!/-, al) duticr, en the expcrc of BndlTi 
nuniifacLurc::, v/crc ^irhdrawn, except on a few 

articlesj 



irtidilr,' whichj bCii^ regarded -is m^eriaby^ttti 
eSSc ftT be^'ftaflC to" "fiVat ttsdons with difcourage- 
riifcWs'. ' Tlwfe' meliyifatioils %ere doubtlefs con- 
jSaefiBfe ihcienfives S> -tfxporta«50fty by enabling 
Afe-mcrcFiartti toilendthe gbcjdl lb much cheaper 
/cr ^ri^et.'^ But^' tlSc?^' imports' iWtre difcouragcd 
then, and have been' filcceflSvdy burdened with. 
ncwffubfidiesV add 'additional diirf^'s, till the nett 
iWehuc oif cdftoms,' after various improvena^nts> 
IwcUcd to ;^. 4,027,^30-, ill 179^1*; ■ - 
• i'he colufnh'of coinajge was iritroducedi in the 
laft placei as it* jSnipcp • ftatiorf; becaufc the in- 
crbkft of coiris/ bjTmfeani of the oper^tfohs of the 
ftiinti^rife gehetilly from the profits of tomitierte/ 
at ieaft froni tht* demand of- circulation : and of 
cbnftqiltnjie,'^ the 3giiam^ of circu5at3ng miinefy 
ft¥uff,*iff rv^cryt^t3ht!fy/be ia^ nearly to thd 

t^tt«t\pff iioMefii'^. freqiicnty 6f ^ransfera^. The 






. » Whea' the eft'h thrown over the cplumn of .Cqftoms^ 
ijpt/tKf Ghrondo^^i:^ Table, efp^cially fince the year 1785^ 
U iounediately perceives inequalities, in ^ne produce of par- 
ticular years, which were owing to particular" caufes. Siif*- 
pended duties, which were due from the Eaft- India Comi 
pany, in the years 1782, and. 1783, were paid in 1785, and 
in 1786. The regulations of w/Vrf, which took place on the 
5th of July 1786, and on tobacco, the 10th of Odobcr 1789, 
made great changes in the cuftoms. And, by the Confoli- 
dation-Ad, which commenced in 1787, a confidcrable advan- 
tage was gained for the revenue of cuftoms, as well as for the 
promotion of trade, by the beneficial arrangement of the 
duties. The increafe of the cuftoms is, in other refpeds, to be 
attributed to the augmentation of commerce, and to the pre- 
votttion of fmuggling. 

S 2 fear$. 
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fears, of men> with 'regard to 9.. ii^pg balance QiT 
trade, have n6t been ^ ^nf dtfiCr goatee dian the 
continual dread of a total deprivadoii of our coioSp. 
And both have produced .» numerous da^ of 
writers^ who have . publilhe4 . thcii^ theories,r, -not 
fo much, perhapsi to enlighten ^ the worlds aa to 
give vent to their lamentadpns. 

While the rents, of the land were paid in..it<i 
produd ; while the freemen contributed pergonal 
fervice inftead of a ipecified tax ; and while the 
arts had not yet been divided into their clafifes^ 
there would be litde ufe for the convenient mea^ 
Hire of coins. The conyerfion of ahnoft every 
fervice and duty into a payment of money marks 
a conTiderable change in our domeftic affairs. And 
in propordon as refinement gained ground of 
rudenefs, as induftry prevailed over idlenefs, aa 
manufadure found its way into the nation^ and aa 
commerce extended its operations and its itofluence^ 
coins muft have become more numerous, in the 
fubfequent ages, becaufe they were more necellaryv 
From the happy acceflion of Elizabeth, we may 
trace with fufficient certainty the progrcfs and ex- 
tent of our public coinage. 



Cojae4^ 
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Mned f>y Qoeen Elizabeth^ including the debafed filver q{ the thr#t 
pr«c«4iilS reigoi +«. . m gold - -^ ^ri,aop,ooo 

^- jC« S»8i».9S* 

Bjf Kiaf. lames . <p« •»- : in gold — £» 800,000 

,'.. - ioA^ver "^ j,7oo,coo 

' 2,56o,oo« 
B7 Chariest* *« •- io gold — • j£. i»723,ooo 

in filver •-* '8>776»544 

^.10,499,544 

By the Parliament and Cromwell-in filver — • •— — 1,000,000 



Total coined, duririg a centnrf, 
frpm 1558, to 1659% i— in gold •— £* 3,723,000 

io filver »- 16,109,476 

■ £'t^,tit^f6 



Crfned by Charles 11. •- •— jC« 7>5*4»«05 

by James 11. — — »,737>^37 

■ ■ ■ '■ ^^. 10,26 1,74» 

by William III. (including the re^^oinage) •«• — ^ 10,51 1,963 

by Anne — ' — -^ d i,69x,6a6 ' 

byGeergel. — •— •— « 8,725,9x1 
by George 11/ from 1726 1 in gold — jC«i 1,662,216 
to 1760 •-• 3 in filver— 304,360 

— — si>9^6*576 



*■■• 



Total coined duriog a eentary, frdtn 1659 to 1760 •-« •— )C'44)>^7»^8 



«M 



Coined by George lUS before the i in gold — > £, 30,457,805 • 
lift January X 785 ^- 3 in filver •-* 7>i»6 

• iC-3<H^4»93 8 

Coined from the i ft January 9785, 1 in gold -^ iC'^^>55^>45^ 

|0thei5thMaFchT793. | in filver— 55»975 



- ^.2o,6o8y|3i 



Total in the prefent reign «^. iC*5't073,36a 



It did not, however, cfcape the penetratbn oC 
Davenantj or perhaps the fagacity of preceding 
writers,—*^ thai ali this money was not cQ^exifting 

i And. Com. voL ii. p. 105. ^ Ralph Ht(t. yo1% i, p. X078. * Camp« 
%^'fiSiir?ty« ^Ibid. *lbid. 'Tower Records. 8 Mint account. 
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.f/.^»y one time.'' ,. And hq thercfprc. ende^VQure4» 
with his ufual nnduftry, to afcertain ^e-probabie 
^mcuint of oiir circulation, ' or the number of our 
^oins, during every period, to -whicfe. eit]llcr^ilis:;l7a^* 
Jeliurej or his calculaiion^ could reach. 

In 1600^ as he ilates*^ there probably exifted, 
. in gold £, i,5oo,o«o 

in iilver 2,500,009 . , ' ^ r 

; lC-4«OOOyOOO| 

wi'icb were the tools, faid he, .%j\u bad to ■ , - 

work with, ^ben we-frfi began to mak^ a.^ - , r 

^gure in tbe commerciaj, world. 
, fn. 1660, thisre werepnly, in all likelihood, co-ex- 

^ ., . ifting, of every preceding coinage, •— £, i4,ooOxOO«« 
Sir William Petty f, who liyed nearer •-; 

the timp, and had better information, af-. 
, . fcrtb, " that the re-coinage at the happy 

JVp^"C?tipn amounted to ^f. 5,600,609 }^ 
jwhereby it is probable (fome^alldwance 
.being given forjoarded money) that the 
whole c:^-of England ^as then ab^ut j^* 6>o0O^ooo] 
which he conceived was fofficient to drive 
;- * ; Jths trade ijf England." 

. And, a confide ration of thfe progrcfs of our com?- 
'^rnerce, from i6oo.to 1660, as well as the extent 

of our mercantile tranfa6lions, -will enable us to 
' decide, which of the calculators wa^ rnoft accurate 

in his ftatement, and mofl facisfac9:oiy in his infe- 
.j;ence. Sir Jcfiah'Child indeed remarked, in 1665 J, 
. ^^ that all forts of. mm complain much of the foarcity 
' (f money •, ytc, that men did complain as much of 
' ^ fcarcity of rfiohdy . ever iince I knew the world : 

• r • • 

.... ."i ■ ' 

>^„ . ... . t .Whit., edit. vol. i. pp.364. 

f Pol. Arith. p. 278. 
:J And. Com. vol, ii. p. i^j. 

fori 
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for, that ibis humour 'of' conipJaiitin^ proceeds fr am wc 
jf(Mty\ if^ournutureSi • it tl^g^-fiiftmatfer.iwiidM 
to.tompli^n 6f ^^ pl^htj^'^ind* to- eomhiirkd the 



whtfch ^obftMft'- i^iitidattoft? SPdTidvinces ^ufiary.^* 
Atiti/ from 'GHttfti^'Shfte <jr^^^^ Attang 

Cvcral yfearsyftrbreqifcnt •!»-*%*> Jtc^ wci 

tnajr mf&r, tiiat ^Pytty* ' wisiie^itr-^thb truth m" hk 
rejpifcrcritatiorftlikn Dfe^raifia-'t'- V ^. . z. :'; : .. • 

- ; IF the amouAt of our trafite/fo^eigii and domdw 
tic, doufejfeff^ iK^'^ the a6tiv€ ^period, c between:. the 
keftoratlon-Sntf'tti* RWotati'dh/ wb- cbghtifrord 
that circumflai]^e to; condud^/Jthat ihe^qnantifyof 
rirculaftmg c6&?cftight't<> fedV^bftien in i the propor- 
torti (if -fec^to^Avcive ; coftfequently, i r.: \wv^ , :• 

•if there bad bepn in i66o ' * -^ Z. '6,cdb,Gad; 

There ought to have been in. 1 68^8 I*ii6b0>6o6: 

^et, ^fter a^^variety of cotijeBures • - •'" i 

^nd calculations, Daycnant ftate^ * 

V . . . r . ,— — r ' 

..- ^ * ■• ' • \. • — ^ •- . ^'^\ 5.:: •:'.;t 
which^ hp.^inJ5|^ Yjas^a^ltfigether neceflary fc^ 

.carrying on. Qur .foreign ari3^(Jomeflic traffic. ' But. 

^theref^lt^9f ifhofe conjectu^^,^^ ancj of thofe calcu- 

.>tipns, derives ]ittk ^g^prt/^ana.ie^t^ 

^rom xlic. fafts before-mentioned V'wfiicH fheWcId, 



I 



OC. " ^ ^ 



# Whit. edit. vol. i. p. '^Sj^ 

. 5 :4., that 



2^4 ^^ INTIMATE Of . 

« 

that a country, whichj for fo maqy years ;^ paid con<t 
fiderable balances to |h? worJd> could not:-, abound 
in coins. And there was a circuniftancc of ftiE 
greater weighty th^ icems ^o l^avq been little at-r 
tended to by hiftorians^ ox I?y theofiil^ : a. rife iq 
the intereft of mohey evince^ a fcarcity of fpctie; 
at leaft it dcmonftratbs^ that the. Supply is not fufr 
ficient for every demand. The n4tur{4. intereft of 
money was eight: per (euf. . from 1^24 to 1645 f 
and it from this year. gradually fell' tQ. fix per cent^ 
before' the Rellofationi fo that -the ^afliaipent 
were enabled,, in 1650, to fix by; ordinance the 
Ugal intereft at fix per cent * 1 which was confirmed 
by ftatute at the R^ftpration f , ^ut, die natural 
intereft of money gradually rofe . agaip, fi-om fi^ 
per cent, in i66oj tp.feyen pounds ^}( pijljings.an^ 
fix-pence in 1650 j and from this year, to fcvcn 
pounds ten ftiiljings per cent, before the peace of 
Ryfwick. From 1697, the natural intereft of 
money gradually funjc, before the "year' 1706, to 
fix per cent, i and continuing to fall, the Parlia- 
ment were thereby induced [17 13] to fix by -fta^ 
tute the legal intereft at five per cent. Yet, 

In 171 1, Davenant ftates, ^^ (hat there mi^t be of 

gold and Jilver coin in heingy*' to the 
amount of - - >f. 1 2,000,000 

Jn 1688, he had already found > 18,500,000 

Pecreafc in threp-and-twenty years £, 6,5oo,ooq 

- » a 

* And. Com. vol. ii. p. 85. 
•f la Ch, II. c. 13. 

Yet, 
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Xf t, It is, highly . ptrobahle, that the yalue of the 
jclrculating coins nijgl>? amount to JT^ j a^odo^ooci 
.^171.1,-. Th^ §3'adpal advance of our domeftic 
iijduftrjr ^d foreign traffic, the reform of the filver 
jcoifli Ji^c conj5bc|.uent augmentation of taxes aii^ 
circulation, the greater credttj bodi public and pH:-? 
vatc, the finking of the natural intereft of ttioncjT; 
ail d^m6nftra|e the impoflibility of ai>y . dioninuciaa 
'.idif Wr coins, iduring the pfrjkxi fronp the Reyolu- 
^dw to ,the .year, a ji i . - Aftdejfpn \ hayii 



haying j^ven 
hb fuffrage to Davcn^t'$ ftatement of 17 11, fays, 
*^ that w? may reafonaljly conclude, as ouf t^Gule 
is confiderably increafed in fifty-one years, the gold 
fmd filyer aftually cxiiling^iH Britain [1762] tan* 
not be lefs than - - - i^: i6,oqo,oQd;** 

-And wfm^y fairly infer* from the 

— rMionings of Anderfon, that the 

:qgpld> aqd fllver ^oins aAually 

cxifling now [1786] ?imount 

to about - _ - ' / • JC- ^0|pop,pdo, 

■ • v* 
We have feen, during the prefent reign, api^ cx^ 

Itraordinary augmenu^on of our manufadures^and 
hoor tr^, a qpickcr transfer pf properly^ a vaft 
•credit,-* produ&ive revenue, an unexampled de- 
nial at the mine for ips ppinS} which all evince 
' -st-greiMer ufe for money, and confcquendy a pra» 
TOrtipnal fupply. And fpeculation h^s been a&iH 

t Commerce^ vol. iL p. io^« 




\ 



i lajurary refoniiTil 

; . -.'e appeared, inctl 

fi-q'Jcccc c f i:,J . £ rt^c.-maaons "-ftiii tint pi 

Jjofr, a^njuch grtorrr q'uir.dty 6f iiriruladnS Ipritl 



W-J^fjWHS? *H^i^ife i ,'toi; v'"^ '"' 



on die bddrn of h, to 

Thercn!mairu^,ahft^uMir-v--' ^^■-" ;-^i.."::it5 

," Jy,'iil the cfrdle, heavy gui- " r .- ? :;:; c: 

ncas of the former, and 

r*^^refeht rc^,'-'1%hc gyU '>,;5-.- .,- ■ 

^■^'rtcas, vrhJdH '*«re' :not-.:::"fr:Tt;-; ,;;-,. . 

~,'I;ipotfghtin,indffl»er — iC- :0iOJj,7e3;j, jj^ 

Kr.iv. - .' '".'^'r'"^^ '- - >'iJ-"J 



.f 'Mr;p4eiL*s l'!tt)$^.^aJ5. 
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in from the a(nount of the coiijage 

the /um ot light gold rt-COrneii; be • • '■■' -■-■ 1. 

...dpdufa^cd . ... _^ . . -. • .,^ i5>J«J,?^4i 

ieihiW fee.' in ffte refult, 'tfii fiirn, - ^' • ''■ ^^'■ 

which the^increafing . demand of ■ ■' •"•• 
^ Afe* prefent reYgn fe4aiita' '^t. ■ - ' ''' 

. the mwt, explufivje of, the re- ^—^.j 

^■^s ••■■'•••' -"•-"■» -'^^li.. '«■•»«. >»^- _-_■• >j^A 

^^om^e... -. - - . ' £. 35>509^i^i- 

• • _^ 

fZ't '.' J 'i 'S *-'•''■ * * . ' • r ' ...*• f ••• » 

^ «.-—..,. _ , . . , I . : . • .• , A* , -» 



S a^fcwgHJfl jreked, or epR3rqs^' , .If oi^e^gurtli 




*i.tf;J»f ni9WI/.J»''.HP^>-Jft: l?;?W#s adualljr found 
Jmi.^ffii^fti^n,. VQvld 4emoqjfic^te. the..e^rience 

a greater amcuipj^ in teje^^ jhan l\^s b^e^ ^fugpqf^d 
to animate our traffic, in daiyufe. One'trdtK 
is however dcarj ^^ that 'every ' c0nmumty\ which 
has an equivalent h ghe,' 'Way ''^^ as 

many of the p-ecious meialji''%^^ 'ihey may 

exijly as it wants ; in the fame manner as' the in- 
dividual, who has labour, or any, other property, 
to offer in exchange, may at all times fill his cof- 
fers with medals, or with coins. Hence, we may 
conclude with Mr, Hume, and with fublcquent 
writers on political oecononiy, who were equal in 
.4 j"dg. 






ifiS AN ESTIMATE eF 

judgment to him^ that while we prelerve our peo« 
pkj our {kill, and our uiduftry^ we may allow the 
i^peat to find its own way in the worJd> without 
any other protefbion, than what b due to the jiift* 
nels of our (landard, in finenefs and weight> or any 
ether care^ than to give continual notice to the 
credulous, to beware of the tricks of the cUpper^ 
the fweater, and the coiner. 
' -In this raaBncr have I reviewed the Chronohgicd 
^aiUt with regard to our Shipping, our Exports, 
the Balance of our^Trade, the Revenue of Cuftoms, 
and the fucceflive operations of the Mint. The 
Chrtmologtcal Stable gives, as it were, a bird's-eye 
yiew of our whple commercial concerns, firom die 
Keftoration to the prcfcnt year, a long and buly 
pcridd, of dompftit cKlputc, and foreign wan And, 
]the Chronological Table exhibits a retrolpe£tive 
mirror of our traffic and revenue, which refiefb a 
very flattering profpeft of our future profperity, 
with regard to both. We may now iiddrefs the 
deffpndinS with the gaiety of Swift : 

«* Can'ft thou take delight ii^ viewing 
This pppr lAe's approaching fuin^ 
When thy retrofpe^ion vaft 
Sees the glorious ages pafl- ? 
Happy nation, were we blind, 
Qx had only tycs behind ! 



mtm 
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Chap. XIIL 

ne Pro/pirity of Great Britain from 1783 I0 i795« 
— the Caufes affigned. — the Eaft India Tradi.^^ 
the pyheries encouraged.^tbe New Navigation 
A£l. -^Foreign treaties. — ManufaSfories promoted. 
'^Agriculture encouraged.^^A thoujand Laws for 
local Improvements. --^ Revenue A£ts.r^Finmicial 
Operations. — their falutary Confequences. 

SO profperous have pur aS^rs been> from the 
conclufioD of the late peace, to the commence-^ 
mcnt of the prefcnt war, that cunofity naturally 
defires to trace lip the caufe to its true fource* 
In order to gratify this defire, I propofe to run 
over, rather than developKC, the prbcipai meafures^ 
which have chiefly contributed to raiie thi^ nation, 
from a condition of great defpondency, at the firft 
epoich, to a date of unrivalled^ prc^peroufneis, at 
the laft. And, I (hall arrange thofe meaflires^ 
ift, as they tended to promote the private revenue 
of the people; and, idly, as they were propofedto 
enlarge the public revenue of the nadon. 

The affairs of the Eaft India company, which, 
like the affairs of the ftate, were no doubt greatly 
deranged, at the re-eftabliflament of peace, in 1784^ 
divided our parties, in relpefl: to the mode of re* 
ftoring them. 

Our 
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Our divifions on this head^ were fbon. fettled by 
feveral afts of parliament *, for regulating nithef 
than fupprcfling the fcompany, for controuling its 
government, rather than dcftroying its powers. If 
to thefe laws, we add the Commutation A6tf| 
wWh gave the company great facility in the falc 
of Its tea, and the fair trader ftili greater advah^ 
tages over* the fmug^er,' we fliatt hkirc ± view luf- 
fkfcntly 3iflrinft of thofeTneafures> Which^ we Ihall 
immediately find> produced the ^happreft ef{e£ls« 
'the credit of the company rofe^ in proportion as 
the dirc61^rs were enabled to fulfil their cngage- 
rnents. They divided 8 fer cent, to their proprie- 
tors ; they paid their debts ' to the public,' even* 
lobner, than the mofl: fangliinc had expcftcd : andi 
before September 1786, they wcrd able to reduce' 
the' iiitereft oil their bond-debts, at hbrtie, from* 
^fer cent, to 4,' with an avowal, that the' c'retlkori, 
who did hot <^hoofe to accept of the reduced in-^ 
t'creft, Ihould be p'aid the principal of their debts :{;/ 
The .value of Britilh goods, which were yearly fent 
tbChiha, wasj ili the yearr 173(2, £.626,000, though' 
ih 1783, and 84, the amount had only been 

• * 24 G. IIL ch. 34.-26 G/III. ch. 6zi 

f 24 G. III. ch. 38. ' . ' 

'1 The India Stock w^s, 

. . in December 1783, at 120. 

■ , * in December ^784, at 127. 

^ ' in December 1785,31 155, 

• • in Decertibcr 1786, at 166. 

ia December 1792, at 191. 
■ ■ " I I III ■ 

£• I2C,000, 



I 

THE sT^iftnrir'xir hi "UtrAiff. &j^t 

ttt . Cliin^] afcfcof (ffiig' to' ar fix yeatsf avcraigc, ending 
^ith i79ii '(?^it*ril^^^^ Biis; thbt^K in ihefix 

yfiiVs^^endmg .wfthiySj, thearifnual ttoto'agc <)f the 
CBha ffiips Wisr only 6,059.' And ffiere w& arif 
fiiHy increafe, upon thefeir importation of teas> 
6f ^,^503,45^ pdlihds*.— The Vhblc quantity of 
fiiippibg employcdannually in the inc^ia trade, ac- 
ci'itSrig'tb^a'fiiyt^'ivcragcV^Adin^^^ 1776, 

was, - '-' -. ; .- ■ i?»07i tons.: 

^ • • ■ ■«■ • *- . , _ 



•a\ . 



'l*h^ .whole va^ue. of ^'BntilJi inanufadurc^ ?3t- 
TOrted. anhu^y to inclia,'acc'or4Ing| to a\fix yeari 

D% ending with' 179a, - 1,921,955 . 
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J^ic]h was t}^c be^e^ial, ^efplt; pf |hfi..(ever^r nieigi;^ 
&r^, for regulatmg t|^e India Compajrgr>,jWiJLt,rc7 
g^d to our ^ipgiiig. and^ .nunu^ures^ ts> tl^ 
Sm^ .9^ fPdix^4i 'M. i?. ^<^ , r^vcflUQ bf th^ 

fft?JR9'^/.,- .. "•:•■••. ■•/:#> >r./.: -'Aif*.:.\ \ - -- " 

. jAJl thefc wip-ccju^y promoted jby ^^fe vjirioii?. 

» The annuai importation, accor£ng: to* a twelve ycaw 
ay^ragCj^ending with 1784, was - - - 59605,074 
" tr,*'JiiEc4^m^to a fix ycari average,- eifllii^ ' 

with 1792 ~ ^ - i - *iB,io8,53^ 

The annual augmentttioa « .-. ^ I2»S<^3>45P 






laws. 




S7i .;. Al^ istjlUiPi.j^it „.j^ 
Imsf nittch weir paflcd for encouraging our hitf-'. 
deal inzcrdbl The home fifheries were promotetji 
TM P?^?*''''')'!. fiftier? was encouraged. The 
Newfouiidbuid S&lay was regulated. The South- 
yi^aSC' ^Oxxf wa^ in ^ gi^at meafure, created. 
Audi all. diefi^ -owing to the entcrprizc of our 
^ladersi and.dK cncduragement of the leginature', 
' verc camed 1» filch an extentt that they riiay be 
fijd to hiVe fimicwliat funk under their own great- 
mt&t as nra^ ever jiappen, when the ultimate de- 
mand Sat Mx produfts is not equal to the imme-' 
Auefiq^)^. - The nautical iocerefts of the eoaaxtf 
veit Co iptich Mnluieced^ and fy cfEf&fuSlY .prtv^ 

^ ftatute wilt be for ev^ tc^ii^, With dtfniE&l 
tecollcdiOD, u (he great durt^ot our ftivigatioili 
vfaich tteued the audte^ n||^r~of ou^ ikval 

Addiuonal employment was g^nn to otlf Hup^ 
and our leamen, by means of cpur tteati^ t^ 
£)feig& nations. The comtnerdal agreement HAA 
^raoee, in 1786, opened a wide field for die ad' 
ventures of otir traders. Oar conventions viA 
Spain, by adding more cer^nty to our conxmerciji 
enteiprizes, in the other hernHphett, gftve addi-' 
tiooal anpkqrments to our induftrious cU0ea $S 

• B]r >6 Qto. III. ch. 41, 4j< jS. 8t ; if (Sea. llL 
,ch. 101 z8 Geo. III. cli. >o. 

; t 26 Geo. III. ch. 6a; and s6 Geih UI< ch.. 86; imi 
[*j Geo. m. clu I j. .,..:: 

home* 



home. Our treaties with Pruflia, and with Hol- 
land^ had their facilities^ which communicated 
fenergy to oiir traffic*. And, the renewment of 
our commlercial treaty with Ruflia has added ftabi* 
lity to oiir commerce, ih that coiintry> which be* 
fort was rather uncertain* 

Mean time our feveral niariiifaftories wefe gfeatly 
J)romoted by the fevieral laws^ which were made 
year after year for their encouragement f . 

Agrictilture was, at the. fartie time, incited bf 
the various mcafiires-, which were adopted, for 
givihg energy and effeft to her operations. The 
forfeited eftates in Scotland were reftored^i. 
The crown lands were made more ufefiil to the 
indiviclual, And the public; The grbwth of hemp 
and flax was further cncout2^ed§. And> the 
torn laws, that Jay in a ftate of confiifion through 
many ftatutes^ were reduced iftto a fyftem> which 
had for its end, the interefts, properly underft6od> 
both of the grOwer> and confumer^. Had thefe 

, » 

• Sec the treaties^ which arc mentioned above, in the CoU 
le6lion x>f Treaties^ that was publiihed by Stockdale^ in 
1790. 

f In the ten yearar, ending with 1793, there were twenty- 
' nine ftatutes pailcd, for the encouragement of fevetal inanu- . 
iBidares, txcluiiVe of ont hundred and fourteen atls lor thv 
encouragement of commerce. 

J 24 Geo. IIL ch. 57, 

% By 26 Geo. III. ch. 43, 

<f 31 Geo. IIL ch. 30. ^3 Geo* III, ch. 55, 

Uwi 
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laws produced no other benefit to the Gountry# 
than cftablifhing an efFedual mode, for aicertaiii- 
ing the average price of corn, and thereby pre- 
venting caufelefs alarnri, they had merited the 
praife of moft ufeful regulations. 

During the ten fefiTions, which ended, with that 
of 179.3, the Parliament, with unexampled dili- 
gence, enafted no fewer than one iboujandy nine 
hundred i and thirty -four difiinSl fiatutesy for promot- 
ing, in various ways, the true intereft of the people. 
Of thefe, there were 625 private and 1309 public 
afts ; there were twenty-nine for improving ma- 
nufadures; one hundred and fourteen for com- 
mercial purpofes : and, above all, there were fixty- 
fix for improving and ftrcngthening the conftitu- 
tion, during a period, when it was fuppofed, that 
the conftitution, like a neglefted manfion, tottered 
in ruins, without the flighted repairs. 

In addition to all thofe laws, for promoting the 
private revenue of the people, there pafTed in the 
eleven years, ending with 1793, upwards of a 
THOUSAND A(5ls of Parliament, for makino- local 
improvements, and domeftic meliorations. Of 
this remarkal)le faft, here is a curious proof, in 
the following 
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"tABLE; iKewiiig the Ndmbtr of Afls^of Parliament, which paffed 
in each of .the following Years, for making Roads and BriJges, 
icC; Oinal« and Harboun, &c. ; rndofure and braining BUla, 
Ac; Paving and olher ParoCKtal Improvements. 
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There is moreover a clafs of ftatutes, whicli, as 
they at once.prornote ihe private revenue of tht 
|)eople, and the public Revenue of the nation, are 
of an amphibicfus nature. Of this kind were the 
ai€ts, for regulating, and coritroulihgj the Iridla 
Company. We have feen wliai an augtnentadofl 
df ftiipping they treated; ivhat an increafe of Bri- 
dfh hianu^fturfes they fcht put ; andj in addition 
to thefc cciriimercial benefits, now much they 
fcnabled the Company to fatisfy their debts to the 
public *. Of this tnixed kind alfo was the com- 
mutation-aft, which, by deftroying imuggiingi and 
facilitating fair trader gave rift to a great private 

• Of thofe debts, there were paid in 1785,^^401,118. 17. i» 
audio 1786,^.512,409. 7. 6} amouDting 10,^.923,519. 4. 7. 

T a Qommerce» 
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comnrif rce, while it brought a krgc contribution tor 
the public revenue *. 

Much of this merit has the confblidatton z&r 
which facilitates commerce, by its fimplications> 
and enriches the public tncomc, by its contribu* 
tionsj-. The various a6ts againft fmuggfing, as 
far as they enlarge fair trade, and make the cfta- 
blifhed taxes more produftive, are entitled to equal 
praifc. The wine adt J, and the tobaceo adl §, are 
both entitled to this commendation. The various 
improvements in the poft-office, fairly merit, yetf 
greater laud. We could have litde trade, without 
the poft-ofEce> which, by means of trade, yields ^ 
Vaft revenue to the narion. As a proof of this,, 
and of the great augmentation of our commercial^ 
correfpondcnce, fee the fubjoined ftatement of the 

• The immediate cffefl of this efficient meafure^ was the 
legal importation of an additional quantity of tea> amounting 
to 12,503,4591b. a year. The col^teral confequences were, 
as we have feen, a vaft e;q)ort of Brkiih manufadlures, and a 

great employment of Britifli fliipping. 

» 

t Tholb contributions amotiBted, in 1792, to jf-75»434? 
cxclufive of thp benefits, which that a6l did to trade, which are 
to he inferred from the vaft incrcafe of the imports and ex- 
ports. 

t The incrc.ifcd quantit)^ of wine imported, in confequencc 
of that a6l, was 16,64.9 tons a year, which )*ielded an increafecf 
and nett revenue of £, 290,143. 

§ While this aft promoted the real intercft of the fair trader, 
it augmented the public revenue atlcaft £» 154,000 a year. 

griiff 
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•grofo revenue of the poft-office, in the following 
years, ending on the 

5 AprU 1786 - C^lUil^ — 5 April 1787 - iC.4.7 4-347. 

D' -1788 - Sop'^S' — I>** - 17B9 - SH»S38 

D* - ^190 - 533'>98 — JD*" - 179*. - S75»o79 

D® • 1792 - 585,432 — D^ . 1793 - 607,268 

But, of all the meafures, which have . been juft 
defcribed, as of an amphibious nature, the finkingr 
fund, which began to work, in the three months, 
that ended on the ^jftOftober 17861 has pro* 
duced the greatcft facility to individuals, and be- 
nefit to the public : — To individuals, by creating ^ 
rapid circulation, and plenty of money, for the 
ufes of bufinefs, by railing at once the value of the 
produce of our land and labour, and the price of 
the funds t To the pubjit, by difincunfibering the 
nation, bitfdre the i ft of February 1793, of 
;^. io,iO9F,'40O"i T/Chen the finking-fund itfelf had 
increafe'd to £\ i>669,532. a year. . .The finking- 
fund brings Targe contributions to the revenue of the 
nation, Th as far as, it enables every cUfs of people, 
by its iaqiliti^s^ c^ cbnfume al^undantly excifeable 
commodities, 

Sucji were the various means, which promoted the 
•evenue oCthe people, fmcc 1783, either by diTe(5t' 
encouragement, or by incidental help. Let us 
now take a flight view of the revenue of the nation^^ 
during its dcpreflion, in 17845 of the meafures, 
which were adopted for raifing it j and of the refult, 

T 3 during 
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^uring its exaltation, though the retrolpe<5l:^ldom 
afFords the pleafures of the profpedt. 

There was, at that epoch, a vaft unfunded debt 
of nine-and-twenty millions, which prefled down 
the value of the public funds, and even prevented 
the produftivcnefs of the national income. 

Tiic yearly intercft of the funded debt, on the 

cth Jan, 1784, was _ — — jQ» 2,000,22^ 

The yearly interefl of exchequer bills was — 260^000 
The annual charges on the aggregate fund, and 

the appropriated dqties, were ^- — ^ 1,040,000 

The ufual eftablilhments were about — 4,000,000 

• The total to be provided for — — - ^. 1 3,300,284 

For the difcharge of this great fum, there 
was only the permanent incb9ie, on th^ 
5th of Jan. 1784, amounting to jf •9*671,206 

The annual land and malt taxes about . 2,c6o,ooq 

The total of the annual deficiency in 1784 — /. 1,069,078 

Such was nearly th^ ftate of the national account 
o{ expenditure, and income, during the unpropi- 
tious period of 1784, while the unfunded debt 
deprefied the whole fyftcm of our funds, and 
credit * ! 

* The three per cent, confols, which had rifen to 69, in 

Ma'xh, 1783, fcil to 544» but rofe to 58, in 1784, and iiuc- 
jtuated nearly al that rate lill July 1785. 

'8 • The 
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The fame means, which were, at that epoch^ 
employed to dcprefs the nation, exrentually pro- 
moted its falvation. So much was faid of the 
ruin of the country, that the ' country was almoft 
perfuaded, that it was indeed on the verge of 
rtiiij. Yet, when the nation was, by thofe means, 
convinced, that efficient meafures were neceflary, 
the bufmefs, of faving it, was more than half 

acchieved. 

The leading meafure, for obtaining this great 
end, was to fund, in the ye^rs 1784 and 1785, the- 
floatmg debts of the pavy, of the victualling, and 
of the ordnance, departipents, to fo great an 
amount, as to require taxes, for paying the intereft, 
which produced £. 938,900, At the fame fime, 
diat new taxes were impofed, fyftcmatic meafures 
were efFeftually purfupd, for improving the col- 
Icftion of the ol^, which is ever the beft cecp- 
nomy. Some of thp laws, for tha; falutary pur- 
pofe, have been already noticed. The fmuggling- 
aft, the com mutation -aft, and other fimilar laws, 
have been alfo mentioned, as wife meafures, which 
af once promoted the private income of individuals, 
and the public revenue of the nation. And, the 
beneficial efFefts evince, that they were attendecl 
viith the moft falutarv confecjuences, 
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The heft proof of this may be found in the pv/b^ 
\\c accounts of the national incon^e^ and expendin 
turc, during the year 1786 ; 

The nett payments into the cxchc^- 

quer, in the twelvemonth, which 

^nded on die 5th Jan, 17^6, - )^.I5>397>47> 
The expenditure, in this period, was 14,47 8, 1 8 1 



•t* 



Xhe annual furplus qf the income * ^C- 9 ^ 9^290 






By thofe meafures, the nation was now iayed« 
This alfo, was the epoch of the finliing-fund, 
which carried falvarion up to profperity. There 
y^ere other duties added to that furplus of income ^ 
fo as to make that fund an efficient million a year. 
To this large fum were added fuch annui^ues fo^ 
years, and Uves, as ipiight expire, in the effluxion 
of time. And, to the whole was thrown in fome 
cafual fums, for giving greater effcft to its pro- 
greflive operations. Such was the fixiking-fundj^ 
which was, at that epoch, invariably appropriated, 
for buying quarterly fuch of the public fecurities, 
as fhould appear to be moll depreciated, an4 
thereby to offer the beft bargain to the commif-- 
fioners, who were appointed to byy them, on be- 
half of the public. Before the firft of Auguft 
^794, ther^ had been received into this fund, 

* See the report of the feledl committee for examining 
the accounts of the public income and expenditure, 21ft 
M.vch 1786. 
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fincc its eftablifhment, £. 10,599,265, which were 
laid out by the commiffioners, in purchafing va-* 
rious public fecurities, amaunting to )£. 1 3,6 1 7,8 95** 
This, then, was the aniount of the national debt, 
which had been by thofc means, paid o|F, before 
the firft of Auguft 1794. The fum, which was 
laid out for that purpofe, during the preceding 
quarter, amounted to jC- 408,363. And, if we 
were to form a 'judgment from this great fum, 
which was thus applied, we might irtfer, that the 
finking-fund had, in no long period, nearly doubfed 
jtfelf, by the prodqftivc operations of conipound 
intereft, with fome additional aids^ 

This finking-fund not only raifed the price of 
the public fecurities, by creating a conftant de- 
mand for ihem, but it promoted the indoftriou$ 
purfuits of the people, by keeping circulation fiiU, 
and it thereby made the permanent ingome more 

* The general average, at which that great capital wai 
purchafed> was 77 i per cent. It is curious to obferve the ope- 
rations of the finking-fundy during thofe times^ when we en- 
joyed peace, and were threatened with hoftilities, from the 
prices, which were paid by the commiflioners for the ^ per 
cent, confols. in every quarter.--The firft quarter, ended on 
the 31ft of OAober 17864 during, which the confols. were' 
purchafed at 77I : Thp prices flu^uated, in the foUowinj^ 
quarters, as under :— •• 



1787. 
QT. Pr. 

% endlag 31 January 74^ 
3 — 30 April - 76 

4 3» J»»y -74i 

c— — 3i0^bW7ii 



1788 
Qr. Pr. 

6 . 76 

7 . 754 

8 . 744 

9 • 74i 



1789. 
Qr. Pr 

10 . 73i 

11 .74 

12 • 764 

13 .8oi 



1790. 
Qr. Pr. 
14 .78 

15 • iH 
16.73I 



1791 

Qr. Pi% 



18 

'9 
10 



79l 
79i 



I79». 
Qr. Pr. 

22 . 88| 



1793- 
Qr. Pr. 

26 . 78i 

27 . 75 • 



24 . 90^28 . 764 
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21 . 884 25 . 9oi^29 . 75j 

- produftiveji 
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produdlive, during every fucceffive year. Thus, 
|hc permanent taxes, produced, in the twelvemonth, 
ending on the 5th of Jan. 1787 - £. 1 1,867,055 

i5tli of Jan. 1788 - 12,923,134 



mmmat^ 



5th of Jan. 1792 - 
5th of Jan. 1793 - 



14,284,295 



T-^ 



6uch| tl]cn, was the reyenue of the nation, during 
the .dcpreflion, in 1784; the principal meafures, 
yhici^ were adopted for rg^ifipg it ; and fuch was 
the amount of its exaltation j when Qrg^t Britain 
was /orceci into another w^r, by the dire neceffity 
pf unpVoypked hoftUities, Let us refolvc, in th|j 
language, and fpirit, of Milton, 

" Neither to provoke, nor dread 

■ 
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Pnp'pvoieJ Hqftilities produce a new- War.^-^THI^ 
Strength of Britain — From her Poptdotjfnefs,'^ 
From her 'J'rade. — From the Numbers of her SJ^p^ 
ping and Sailor s.-^r-Fr dm the Magnitude of tbe^ 
Royal Navy.— 'From, her Revenue. — The GotUh^ 
fton: — There is no Caufq for dej^airing 9f thje^ 
Cwmonwea^t^. 

m 

THE judicious reader has already determincd| 
from the experience of the paft, that the, 
pation was never niorp able to engage in vigorous' 
ivar, than at the cbramencennient of tKc'^tofccfehti' 
We never had fp many people, nOr fo many cnr- 
lightened, and induftrious, people, who were ufc- 
jfiilly employedi and ^Yho, vl^ith aiigmented capi- 
tals, obtained greater gains. We never exported' 
ib great an amount of the produ(5b of biir land 
and labour. We never had fo many ftijpping/ 
either for the ufes of traffic or warfare. Of 
^fe ppfitions, the following details arc adpqiiata 




^v«race 







. I» 177x1 Too* SDK. TcMiifotujo. Totrf. 

. 7Jf79S>943- 6^3*- 6«0.I75 'jC-'S-^il-ooa 
?*^ 

i7«s7 ■ •'■ '■ " ■' 

96 J. i^is,>99 - 117>471 - M3<V37o • fr*"*!-!?! 
»7J 

^TFrom. tliefe -details, it is fufEciently apparcnr, 
^ diat we eiiijjloy upwards of five bmdrsd tifsd ekirty- 
. fcur' lheufi!t3d"tms of ihijjping, more than at the 
cttmmcDcerncnt of the American war, and ex- 
port a greater value of cargoes to the vad: amount 
of j£. 6.97-j7&5. or our commercial profpcrj^i 
■*'e Ihall find fiipplemental proofs, if we ex^m&ie 
■ ^F.£''£A iaco'rrie of ih.e pcfi-o^cs, which has beea 
already'flatcd'* ; jnd which Ihows clearly how com- 
merccand' revenue may promote each other. Ic 
Is equally true, that the navigation and nautical 
ftrehgth of the<;ountry,g6hvid and t^d together i 
tte. mercantilejhlpping maintain our naval milim> 
minQg' pea^^i" »{k1 our naval ipUitia [piteft. th« 
mcrcantHe ih'pjpjng, in war. The amount of both 
W3I appeV.irf the CutijoinecijTAjLEi epmprehcnd., 
uig. the ' nj^imbcr of j^^j^.w^h thcic . Ajs^itfgf, aacl| 

• In page 377. 
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merif within every part of the Britilh dominions, 
in the following years s — 





1791. 


. 1792- 

* 


• 

«793- 




Ships. 


Tons, 
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1,087 
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93 
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89 


7»i4* 
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n • • 
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2,895 


37' 


177 


4>477 


866 


177 


4»i77 
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•total - 


t$M7 


r,5i 1,461 


"7»"3 
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16,079 


i^54«>>H5 


118,286 


16,329 


1,564,52011 8,952 • 



Such were the ntiniber of (hips and . failors^ . 
which, in thofc years, belonged to the mepchants, 
within the Britifh dominions ^ and whidh, by proper 
fnanagemenf, may be all converted to the ufes of 
War, i( the royal navy were lefs equal to' its im- 
portant objedls, . . 

By examining, the following details, we fliall ac- 
quire fufficientt information, with, regard to tl^tf 

• t » 

* The year ^793 con^ns the (hipping, which were 1*6-' 
gillered between the 30th of September 1792, and the 30th off 
September 1793 ; the accounts being made up yearly to thofe 
tfates. The numbers, which appear in the account of 1^793,- 
ka prize ihips, made free as Britifh,' were 661 veflels, ' con** 
fciixpiig 97,969» tony. 

comparative' 
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comparative ftate of the Rcyal Na^^ in the £>lIo^<^ 

» • * 

ing yeajrs : — It confifl:ed> 

Tons. 
In 1760, of — 300,416 
, In I774> of — 276,046 
In 1792, of — 433*^39 * 

Biit, the greateft fleet is of little a^ail, if we hsA 
iiot money to put it in motion. We never had £6 
great a permanent revenue as in 1792. We tit^tr 
had fo efficient a linking-fund, to give energy to! 
private gains, and to the public income; as when 
hoftilities began. By the fimplification, whifch hasf 
been lately introduced into the itiode of ftatog 
the accounts, the arfiouht of the national income 
and expenditure, in every year, becomes apparent 
to every eye, the moment the ftate ment is prefented 
tc5 parliamerit. It equally contributes towards oiir 
national ftrength, that an account of the producej 
of each particular tax, is now laid before the par- 
liament, in ofder to fhdw, which of them ixi 

* The whole Royal Navy then Confifted of 
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— Sloops, &c. 
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70,530 
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produ(5bive, and which cf theo) are deficient.* Th^ 
appointment of commifTioners, for controulihg thd 
army accounts, will make all officers more careful 
both of their Receipts, and dilburfements. Thd 
eftabli(hing.of a new board, for examining the pub- 
lic accounts, will induce all perfons, who receive 
public money, to be more attentive, in the e^peri- 
diturc, and more punctual, in their fettlements. 
And, the great example, which has been lately 
made, of a ftrift enquiry, with regard to " un- 
accounted millions," and the fubfcquent repayn>ent 
of many thoufands, will operate as one of Ihe 
refcurces of the ftate, during the prcfent hoftiliti^s; 
as rigid ceconomy, in private life,' is the moft pro** 
duftive income. The facility, with which fuppljca 
were found for the fubfequent campaign, is {he 
beft evidence of the truth of the foregoing pofi- 
tions. 

It would now be proper to inquire into the 
loffes of our trade from the war, if the time were 
come, when this inquiry could be made, without- 
the contcftations of party. During the firft eight- 
months of the year 1793, our affairs, commercial 
and political, were grievoufly deranged by bank-^ 
ruptcy. A happy remedy was found, however, by 
the wifdom of our councils, for this temporary 
evil. It will perhaps be found, that the interrup- 
tions of circulation and the derangements of credit^ 
infliftcd deeper wounds on our traffic than the 
redoubled fl^rokcs of the enemy, which, as all war 

ri'lfccuragi-.g to commerce, muft be allowed ta 

barer 
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luce 1^0^ fane dcfiJcarions fioift; wte . rtt>f>i|i 
and|mr tnde*4 And 'the appareftt kiflcf of QQi 
trad^ both ;l6t)m Viikniptcy ml jviir^ mi^ bt 
CTtoihted ftpito the fiJIcming deailt : • 

■ • 

ToBh BagUIlL I>*ibreitB. totiL ^; 

i/)ii;89^ . 117471 -'i>t30,3J^ci - t7»i23»37i 

«.3«W79 - i63.?78 -. »'493.757 - «M8S.77> 

• ■ ■ . , ' ' I. f ^ ^ > 

4Srait Britdd is hbw engaged^ b the l&xth gmf 
> finee /li^ ii^«dA(tf ^ in i688« It'wai^ one o^ 
thi principat otgcAs^ of the foregoidg Eflimate^ ttf 
ftite the lofles of her tradi from each of thoft 
%ars. We ha,^ ieeh the amoiint of tofi fix>m tech. 
And» we have beheld "with wonder^ and comfort^ 
that otir Ihtppitig, and commerce> have^ at the re-^' 
turn of each fucceffive peacc^ been invariably 
hriore extenfivci than 'during any preceding period; 
it has been bbferved alfo, that in proportion as 
tiie people bf the Britilh dominions become mord 
Enlightened^ more induftrious, and more opulent^ 
they are more able to meet the misfortunes of bufi- 
tfefs, and to bear the loffes of war. The expe- 
Hence of five . longj and expenfive^ wars, muft 
fetisfy every judgment> that there is no caufc for 

* S(re thofe points amply difcttfEid in the pteixed dedica-^ 
iiom 

deipairix]g 
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delpairingbf the' common wealth, while it exhibits 
tvery motive for hope. The individual^ who de- 
fponds, indulges a paflionj that is the moft to be 
deplored, becaufe it is the moft iilcurable. The 
hation, which, in any conjundiirej entertains doubts 
of her own abilities, is enfeebled affuredly by hef 
own irrelblution, and is already enflaved by her 
own fearsv 
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j/icit tCVL TURi-, promoted by Rkhaid II. 24. 

little underftood before the time of Henry VIII. 28. 

advantages to be derived from the encouragement of !t| 

144* 

progrels of inclofures of wailes and commons, from the 
time of Q;. Anne, 145. 275. 

jfmerica; disadvantages to iGreat Britain from the iiicreaied 
ierritoiy In, 141: 

hlk alarms from the war with, 166. 

advantages to England from the indepiehdeiice of, 167-d; 

JfyiCf Queen^ the ilrength of the nation at her acceilion, 82; 

her revfenue, 85-6. 

the fupplies during her reign,- 87; 

the; poft-office duties during her reigd, ^U 

her navy, 89. 

the amount and lodes of bade ^d (hipping diirihg hei^ 
reign, 89-90. 

complaints of the declihe of both, 93. 
the j&lutary laws of her reign, 93-4. 

j/iftle (Mr. Thomas) thanked for the comitiunicatioh of his traii- 
fcript from the Exchequct books, 63. 

Juthorsy fome always ready to perfume lis that the nation id 
niined, 47.-72 --^3.-491— 92— 93, — loj*-*! 08.-^1 12-^ 
13. — I20-2I.— 120.-^132-3.— i35.«A-i53. — 175, and thif 
Dedication. 

iacwy LorJy quoted, Dedic. i.-^ii.-^iv -i^xxiii.^— xcixi 
JLcgfTy quoted^ ibid. icxiiL 

U % Balance 
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Tbk index. 

. ' . BaUmte if TreuU^ ifiate of opinions on^^ 144. 

•^-<— taUe oi^ with the different nations of Europe^ in i]rjri 

table of, with Africa and the Eaft Indies, 250. 

table of, with America and the Weft Indies^ ^50* 

the netk gains on, 151. 

J?tf«i <^./^9^^<i«i, account of^ 149; 

1 ank if England^ eftabl|ihed in 1694, 78* 

Immard^ Sirjohmj quoted, 114. ) 

Sanimg Hutfe^ the ongjn o^ 4$, ,^ 

J?tf«b, how many flqit in England, during 1793, Ded. Ixiu 

Bankrupteies^ the numbers in England from 2700 to ^(793^ 
Ded, ;dii. 

of 1 795, not owing tb th'e'^war, ibid. xUii^-4t« 

bow the^ obflruft circulation, ibi£ 3^vii. 

h6w they injoK tnatiufk^rts and. traded I90i- 

Bfitam^ Qrem* See England; 

BoUnginke^ Lm^d^ and others^ mifiipprefentied the fliNifeC^4^w- 
tton, 1 7 JO, when it was 910ft proipei^s, lao*. 

Buffm^ Cumi de, fiippofed miul ttrged' ib>: pfOQreddQn'by'iiu 

Olari^/ //entonraged fliip^buildlhg^ 4^^ 

darks IL'XSfigf turnpikes eftabBftttdFmhfs reign,'33*'»»4(?. 

— encouragement given te mann&6h>ries*, comitterce, an# 
hufbaudry, in his reign, by turnpike aadiid^nd navigacionf 
46 ; and in the prefcnt, 2:75—75. 
C/Vfa/tf/Zew, well explained by Sir Tho. More,. 29,, 
further illuftrated, 184—89. . . 

the mifchieis of its obftruftions, 1 89-90* 
ruined by bankruptcies, Dedic. xlvii. 

Clarendon^ Lord^ gives a jpieallng account of the commerc&i;i^ 
. ' England in the reign of Charks I> 44, \ 

Cfdrtj the quantity coined; Chron. Table. 

Cmmercey not encouraged by monc^yj prohibitioiis, or jnw* 
venting' the exportation of com, 33— 57; 

the conftaht increafing-flate of,'ffomr58b, 43. 

caufes of the lofs of trade in the war <)f thd RevolUd6ki, 
68.9. 
». — ftate of (hips cleared at the port of London in vaHioiif 
years, from 1688 to 1784, Cgr. • ' • • , ^ 
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dmmenee, enctHiragemeots given to,it fince the Revtdution,' yf, 
— 1> cncrcaTed to double fr^m the peace of Ryfiyick to the ac- 

cellioD of Qaeen Ann^ 80. 
^— flourifhing ftate of, at the demife of Queen Anne, igo-91. . 
— — &lfety reprefcnted by Wood at the accellion of George I. 

9'- 
. ' — ' (late of, in the reign of George I. 104-5. 
—^- vsdue of the exports 1738, 11a— (8. 
>~^ chronological tableof the commerce of Great Britain from 

the RcftOTatioQ to 1 j:93, 334. 
J- '— general progress of, after our liicceflive wais, 343-4. 
Compuii, Sir Spencer, anecdote of him, III. 
Com, the bounty on exp<HTatioD, givpn in the firfi parliament 

after the Revolution, 76.— The price of, from 1693 to 1699, 

77- ^ 
^—annual export, from 1744 to 1748, 753,(^89 quarters, 118. 
Currie, DtSor, the Dedication to him. 

Cufiom Jutles, (he annua! amount of, from 1660 to 1689, ,49. 
Caftomi-, arguments frooj them, of 4hc profperity of the couS' 

try, 49. . 

Di/cmtmt, the bad effefts of, Ixxxiy— kicxix, 

pBcUinif-'H, Mr. his &iftious conduA, 120—6. 

Dtomf/t^ Riki lliewe the fcancy population af En^nd, 4- J. 

f>Ktchf their unneighbourly interfi»ence in the American war,i 1%: 

^dwaid HI. Kl»g, deplmuble Ibte of labouren in Ids reign, 

8-9-10. 
I-— produce of a poll-tax in the ^iftyesr of his reign, 12-13. 
——in 1360, collefted 100,000 men to invade France, 18. 
^-^ invited foreigners to inlbiid his fubjefts in the ufeiui 

^-^ in I J 3 7 no ivooi to be exported, a I . 

Edioard ly. King, his laws Ihew the mercantile fyftem, 24. ' 

E^aard VI. King, brought over many thoufand manu&Aurers, 

31- 
■— — aA rdjieaing vagabonds, 31. 

Elixabetk, (iueen, her aA refpe£ting labourers and their wages, 
. 35-6- 

^' a few falutary laws made in her reJgn,-37. 
^^— the number of people under her, 38. 

U 3 W'ghnd^ 
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fifkmJi fettled ^bftUf looo yevs bdfiie-Clirifl^ ]• ' '^' ^ 
— - found by Oe|tf to contain t grett multttude oif jpe^f ' 
w^ fubfifted by feeding of flocks, S* - 

the Britons fbon taught manniaAiires and eomnwce^'^. ' 

Romans continued £roin 55 years befbitf CMft,*tiIl 44^ 
after, 3-4. , 

from thi4 time beg^ a war of 600 yean (Sontinuance»~ 4. 

at the Concpieft fli^^ded mto five dafles of peiSpfe, 4. 

Cuppofed by Lord Ch. J. Hak and Gifgory l^g to coa« 
tun two million of inhabitants at the Conqu^ 4» ' 

4 fcene of infurredidns and foreign xavtg^ to ^ tin£ of 

the Great Charter, 5. . . . ' 

ill efiieds of tbe Con^ueft on the populatioq, 5. - 

«»— tl^ plague of }S4g fiud to have taken off half its inloifr' 
bitants, 11. 

number of inhabitants in 1377, 3,092,9^8, 24 
the tax paid by mofi pf the principaltowns in England !ii 
• ^377» 1^17- '1 ■[ 

rr^' Edwaid III. raifed 100,000 men to invade France, x8. ' 

—<—». attention to the trade, navigations and commerce, fiom 
138*, 24. 

w— the trade, in the reign of Ricl^ard II|. carried <^ dueflv 
by Italians, 25. • . •- 

— — :- the numl^ of fighting men in i J7J, 1,172,674, 37. 

-^— in 1583, 1,172,000'— the number of inhabitants^ 

4,688,000, 38. 

communicants and recufants in 1603, 2,06^,498, 39, 
navy in 1581, 72,450 tons, and 14,295 men, 40. 
21,797 feapien regiftered in London in 1732, 41. 
■ ■ ■■ the conftant incpeafing flatp of comnierce from 1580, 43. 

r- — ;^»95»S^*9095> raifed by taxes, confifcations, and contri- 
butions, during the great rebellion, 44. 

— — Conformifts, I»Jon-conformift8, and Papifts, in 1689' 
2,599,726, 50. * 

— ~ houfes in Engljind and W?dps in i66j, i,230,ooo«-in 
1690,. 1,300,000^ 51. 

number of inhabitant^ according to Gregory Kin^- 
5,500,500, SS' ^ ^ "^ 

7,000jO0o of inhabitants at the Revolution, 58. 
— — ^the quick railing of armies no proof of population, 58^ - 
-^*~ tiie number of fighjing men at the Revolutioni ;>3ofi,0oor 
j6^, *" . 
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J^/sg'/dfw^/, incomfe of the nation, ;^. 45, 500,000, 6z. 

yearly expcnc* of the people, ;^*. 41,700,000, 6a. 

value of the kingdom, £, 650,000,000, 63. 

circulating money, according to Davenant, £. 1 8,500,000 ; 
according to King, ;f. 1 1,500,000, 63. 

annual income of James II. £, 2,061,856. yr, ^^d. 63. 

income paid into the exchequer in 1691,;^ .4,249,757, 64^ 

— ~ fupplies during the war, ^. 5> 105,505, 64. 

diftrefles. during the "Revolution war, 67. 

in the reign of Queen Anne contained 2,025,000 fighting 
men, 85. 

taxes in 1701, £'3i7^9^S7ii ^5- 
paid into the exchequer, in 1703, ;f. 5,561,944, 85, 
in 1707, 8, 9, 10, eawh year, £, 5,272,578, 86. 
revenue in 1726, ;^. 7,224,175, lor. 
~ proved to be in a thriving condition in 1729, 111-12.. 

• — falfely reprefented by Lord Lyttelton, Pope, and William 
Richardion, in 1 738, to have been in a diflrelled ftate, 1 12- 1 3. 

"— furplus of taxes paid into the finking fund in .1738, 
;f. 1,231,127, 114. . 

— in 1750, reprefented by Lord Bolingbroke, Pope, Rich** - 
ardfon, and Morris, to be in a diilrefled itate, when the nation 
was moflprofperous, 120-21. 

diiadvautages from the incrcafed territory in America and 
the Weft Indies, 141. 

retained too much territory by the peace of 1 762, 142-3. 

ftili continues toprofper, 143. 

— advantages from the encouragement of agriculture, 144- J^ 

from improving the roads, and making navigable cadals, 
«46-f,.. 

••- improvements in QVr harbours and great towns, 148, 

encouragement given to manufadtitres, 150*1. 

ufeful regulation of qui flipping, 1 501—2. 

falutary eflfed's of reforming the poin, 151. 

— falfely represented as on the decline aiiter thepe9.ce of 1 763 ; 
the real itate at that time, 152. 

furplus produce of land and labour exported, on an ave- 
rage, in 1772, 3,4^ /*.i5»6i3,oo3, 152. 

at the colonial revolt, fuppofed to contain 2,350,000 
fighting men, i$6-7. 

fidfe ahrms on account of the Americau wafi 166-7. 

V 4 England^ 
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The index. 

EirglanJ, ftste of the comnKtcc with America in 1771, 4j if 

and 17B4, 167- 

. rutitrtd 110 lofs from the independence of America, i6;-8 

■ I - derives many beudits from the independence of America, 

i67-i73- 

- — chKOQological table of the commerce of, from the ipieftora-r 
tionto 1793. !'34- 

^— eftimate of the trade of, in 1694, J, 6, according to Sir 
Philip Meadows' calcuktion, compaied with the ledger of tho 
InfpcSor General, 339. 

—her fistc at different periods, Ded. ix — xvi^-svuL 

Eunptaa nallans, their ftate. — Ded. iv — vi. 

Exche^ir, income of, in 1691,/". 4,249, 757, 64. 

^— — compared to the human heart, igi. 

- ■■ revenue of, in 1783, 17841 and 1785, 191, 

I^Krvft encouTBged in i jSi, a^ ■ ■ '" 

f^mut, tbe jnipotitJc ^iHidu)^ a^ ia lifi^z ^ iJm^fafU . 

iyi.'- ■"■■* : ■ ■■ I ':-■:■-■■ . , -3 . ■ "^\~'^\-'r^- 

Gttf J^hismJfreiwefcnMtioiisoFtnidc, 105. 
Cearge I, little folicitou^attout his crowDf gy. 
—— foreign difputes, during his reign, 97.' 

- ■ ■ the profperity of the nation, 98. 

I . the national debt at hi; acceflion and demifc, dQ^^^Qi-a 

— '■ " ■ the taxes, during his reign, loi-a. 

— — the ftate of his nayy, 103, 

— — — theftale of trade and (hipping, 104-;. 

—— the felutary laws made during his reign, 107. 

George J I. the (late of the natioaat his acceflion, no- it, 

•r— the increafe of trade and fbipping durii^ the firft ten years 
of his reign, 1 12. — A datement of, 1 (i.— Complaints of their 
decline, iia-13. ' ' , 

- the fbrenth of Britain at the cqmmeucemeat of the war of 



1739, 



■16. 



- tbe lolTes of trade fi*m ti»t war, 117. . - 

— the profperity of the nation fubfequent to the peace in 
i748,"r^5— so. ■•=■-■ : ■ ~ 



TiiE I N, D i X, 

George II, additional encoiiragenaents given, J23, 

:— — a new war, in 1756, 126. , 

the refources pf Britain wljen it began, 127-8, 
the nation profpers during the war, I ftS— 30. 

— the great profperity at the peace pf 1763, 132. 

_—- the groundlefs cpmpjaints of Hume and Blackflone, x 32»| 

George III, the flate of the nation at his acceffion, 131 — 36 

the importance pf his firfl fecommendations jto Parliament^ 

144:. 

agriculture encouraged, 144. 
?-.-— the making of roads promoted, 146, 

the making of canals incited, 147. 

manufacfhirers encouraged, 148. 

the fiflieries promoted, 150. 
■ the gold coin reformed, 151. 

the iiumber of laws for making local improveqient%^ 
275. 

^ the colonial revolt, 154. 

the flate of the nation at that epoch, 155— -8. 
rr* — the lofles of trade from the war of the colonies. i6o# 

the revival of trade on the peace, 163— 4 

the national debt, 1 76 — 8. 

r- — the new finking fund eflablifhed, 180. 

r— — the nuipbers of people during his reign, 220,. 

\ the coinage, trade, and fhipping of his reign, 234?— the 

chronological table. 

the number3 of ihips within the Britifh dominions, 1791^^ 
92,93,286. 

the profperity of Britain from 1783 to 1793, 269—82. 

a new war begins, 283. 

- the flate of the nation, 284-t"7« 

the lolTes of trade, 288. 

the people being more enlighteped, more induflnous, and 
more opulent, are more able to bear the misfortunes of bu« 
finefs and war, 288. 

Crcen\(md Fifieiy^ flate of, in 1772-5, compared with 1782-5^ 
169. ■ • ' . . .. 

/£iZf, Lwri Chief Ji^ice^ fupp«fed man ui^ed to procreadon h^y 
infiinA, 1-2. 
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lions of inhabitants at the Conqye^ 4. ' :.' . -' 

his opinion in fivour of a progceffiv^ population^ jo< 
his favourabk JTidgnsent of the.pariih le^gSuea^ 51. 

l£r«rftE<7iuir, ^1696, account of, 196. . 

«-f«--r GiCfsofy King's cakiilation o^ with obfiprvai^^ 197* 

Kwrf W. Iu8 giagnanimity quoted, Dedic. di. 

Btmj F. Kif^^ the wanjt of inhabitants in his reig^ ^siQ^fSfitaA 
by the wars and by die plague, x8-— 19. 

Wemy VIL King^ drew ovor wooUien xnanufiiftuxm fioxn ^hfe^ 

Netherlands, 26. i .^ 

Jtcmy Fill. £'»^i agriculture and gardening mucb ii^provect 
in his rdgn, 28. ' ' ■ - 

— «-» pitereft of mone}i^ at 10 per cent. ^9. 

12?|i«M^/,,the firft ci& fot their repair in the time pf Qjioeii , 
Mary, 33. 

fumpito efbblifhed in the reign of Chaifes IL 35* / . ' 

advantages of tuminke roads to population^ 1%^^ 

the prog^efs of, 146-7. • / 

gready improved fince the peace of AixrlarChapellCi 147, 

,Miufesin En^land^ the nuniber returned to the ta^-ofEc^ at ^f- 
lerent periods, from 1750 to 1794, ai6. * "': 

ny mber of bouses chargeable in 1 756 and z 794, 214. 
the number of houfes charged to taxes in each county, 
in England and Wales, in 16^0, 1708, 1750, and 1781, 2 id 
Hume (Mr. David) his opinion on population, 2— j^^ 
his opinion on government, 7. 

his perplexity about the populoiifnefs of £l}zab^h*^ 

reign, 38. 

hi? declamations on the national debt, 132. 
the (late of England, when he wrote, Ded. ix, 
when he died, Ded. \x. 
iiis narrow views of thc.fubjedt, Ded. ;c. 

jMfnes I. Kirtgp his reign aufpicious to profperity and populoi^- 
nefs, 41. . 

'■ ■■■ falutary laws pafled in his reign, 41. 

^ames IL Kinr^ his annual inc'ome, ;f .2,061,856* 7/,' qA|/ 
63,-80. ^ ^* 

TftcJo/w€Sy proclamations againfl, as injurious to hufbandry, 32. 

Ltcltj/krts^ 
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f^tyinei, progrefs of, iTom the time of Q;_ haae, 94, 

fnfiin^, the caufe of procreation, a. 

fnfurances, the price of, to different counlries, Ded. xxxi*. 

fiu»efi t/Mtaey, 10 per cent, in time of Hen. VIU. 29. 

— — ill 1623, reduced from 10 lo 8 per cent, 43. 

^— in 1651, reduced to 6 per cent. 45. 

^— of the national debt, reduced to 4 per cent, in 17*7, ito, 

•— in^y^o, to 3* for feven years, after that to 3_P^ *^f"t. 

J20. 

yadg", advantages from the increafe of their lalarics, 144. 

Kits, Cregoiy, fuppofcd England to contain twomUIioa of inla* 

butants at the conquelt, 4. 
— extrafts from his calculations on population, 5s— 4-5JS. 
Xiipkii^e, whether the progrefs of, be happy for niaa^nil, 

Ded". li — iii, 

Laiturers, Statuie of^ temp. E. ///.account of il, S-fcji. 

— — other regulations in the feme reign, 9. 

— — thp (htutes being confirmed by Rich. II, caufc the rebd- 

tioh ofcTyler and Straw, 10. 
^^ revifed in the reign of Eiiz, 35-6. 
f,hun ManufaSary, the quar.vity of linens fiamped £ar IHe in" 

Scotland, in the years 1771, a, 3, 4, 190. 
—— ft^of, in Scotland, in 1738 and 1775, 224—31. 
-T— of Scotland, in 1 772, 3, 4, compared witii 1J82, 3, 4, 

/j'lwr;^ between Auguft 26, 1778, and April 17, 1779, -fitted 

out izo privatQete, «f 30,787 tons, 1,986 gun«, and 8,7^4 

m^D, 40. 
•r~- the hiftory of her population, trade »nd fliipping, Dedic 

jt,— cviit, 

her commercial diftrefs from the bankrupfcief of 179J, 

ibid. Ix. 
•— meafures for berrelief, ibid. 1^-liii. 
LaHihm, her trade and fliippii^ "> * 7^9 *^ T 791. Dedic. ciif— • 

id— Eft. 41^^. 
Lj/iiltm lardy in 1 738, wrote ftdil^aflr 4)11 tb$ fhte (>f .f iigUiul, 



•na Charts, added fecwrilj- tO the free, bin llttl? htt&tntt. « 
e ftave, 7. 



Tne INDEX. 

jf/r;//. comparifon of the quantity confun^fd in 1775, 4^ 5, wi^tl 

1780, 1, 2, 191. 
Milton^ quoted, Dedic. xx^cviii. 

MamfaUvrfrs^ Walloon mafvufa/^rers come to England, %i^ 
— — came over from the Neth^srlands, » 1-22—^5. 

England over-run with foreigp man\^6h]rers, ^^^2.6. 

many thoufands brought pver in 1549, 31- 
MamfailttTcs^ the ^at encouragement given to them, {gfi* 

acquired fince the Revolution, ^08, 

value of the exports (exci^five of the woollen). in l^9ft 
17QO, 1 70 1 compared with 1769, 70, 71, 209. 

(Britifli) the value of, exported before the American war^^ 
and finqe, Dedic. xxi. 

the increafe thereof, Ded, xxiii. 

the value exported to all countries, Dedic. acxvi. 

the value \oi exports loft by the JVmerican war, Drdk^ 

xxxiii, 

Mtiry^ Queen^ in her reign the firft aft for repair pf highways, 33. 

Mole/worthy Lordy his declamations, 108-Q. 

MoBfj^ intereft lo per cent, in the time or Henry VHI. 29. 

— T — fubftafice of a parliamentary debate on circi^iation in the* 
reign of Henry VHI. 29-3^0. 

the intereft reduced, in 1623, from iq to 8 per cent. 43. 

in 165 1, reduced to 6 per cent. 45. 

in circulation, according to Davenant, ;f, 18,500,000— > 
according to King, £. 1 1,500,000, 63. 

•— £. 3,400,000 brought iato commerce by fuppreffing pf 
hammered money 1697, 84. 

^— T- borrowed by government, in 170s, at 5 aad'6 per cent^ 
84. 

: intereft fixed at 5 per cent, in 1 714, 98. 

intereft, in the reign of Geo. I. 3 per cent, 98, 

fahitary effe^s of reforming the coin, 151-. 

— — advantages of an increafing circulation, 187. 

— — evils of an obftrufted circulation, 189. ' 

— — advantages of a well-regulated coinage, 259. 

value of, coined by Q^Eliz. to 25 Mar. 1793, 261^ 

— — quantity in circulation at various- periods, 262-5. 

— — - intereft of, a criterion of the plenty or fcarcity, a64L 

Mtre ^Sir Thomas) his remarkable fpeech, ajr-ip, 
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tfatlonal Ldft^ at Lady-day 1 702, £, 10,066,777, ^4* 

firft funded 171 1, ;f •9>47i,325, 86. 

in 1714, ;f. 50,644,306. 13J. 6J^. 8'7. 
— — advantages of a national debt, 98-9, . . 

•»^. at the acceffion of Geo. II. more than 50 millions, nw 
-^'-i- the intcreft reduced to 4 per cent, in 1 727, no. 

Dec. 31, 1738, ;f. 46,3 14,829, 119. 

Dec. 31, 1 749, ;f. 74,22 1,686, 119, . 

the intereft reduced to 3I and 3 per cent, ? 750^ I20t 

in r762, £. 146,682,844, 139, 

nature of it explained^ 139. 

in r77S,/'.i3S,943»oSi» ^55. 

in 1 783, £, 212,362,429, 1 73 

— unfunded debt at that time, £. 18,856,542, .174 
r— difficulties arifing from unfunded debts, 174-5. 

ftate of, at the end of the wrars of 1 764 and 1 784, coni*^^ 
pared, 176, 

-in 1785, ;f. 239,154,880, 179. ' ' 

a finking fund of i million eftabliftied for the diP 
charge of it, 179—80. 
Hhvigatlw Aa^ the principle of the a<a introduiied in' 1 381, 24. 
l^avigatiansj Inland^ advantages of, 147. 
— — A* th^ ^cat attention paid- to thcnr fince the Revolution, 

147. 
y^w^^£;a^/<i»<^in 1581, 72^;$otDn8»and 14,295 mariners, 40;' 
feamen regiftered in London in 1732,, 21,797, 41. 

- the Ixyanty given by <fiffereiit kings^ for building large'* 
ihips, 42-3. 

ftatc of in 1 660 — 62,y94 tons 

167S —69^681 

it588— ^'ior,o32 

1695 -«* 1 1.2,400, 66« 

cpmparifon' of the Englifti andTrench fleets in 1693, 67^ 

in X701, 261,222 tons, 16,591 failors, 88-9 

afterwards^ in Q;, Anne's reign, 273,693 tons, (61422 
failors, 88. 

(late of, at various periods in that reign, 89. 

at th^ acceffion of G^o. I. 103. 

— fldftfe o^, ^t variotks i^eHoS^ in that reign, io|. 
..fiateof^in 1727, i;^!* 1749, %i6\ 
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l^/£«ef«< ^e of, irf X749, 1754, 1760^; f fti|).; 
fiatto^ in if;54» 17^- 1774^ 157^ -♦ 

sddzdons nu^ from 177; 10^178^^ 157; / 
ftiliro^bi785, is^-^. "'"* 

fiateo^m 17^ a{B. ' ." — >?• 

JShfdtnUmd Fffimj^ compsratiTe flMT dl ^ik i76i-Jb «^ 
i784.^Si »68. ^ 

- ■ • ■ • 

Pltl^ £fi^ftMtt| Iw flate of the ^at^ 

P&f, wheCber one exKled in 1792 and 1794, UtA* xcitj^ 

/WXmiv, otigfnatedintherdgaof-Elk. 36»' . 

iW lE^if;, at the end of the ragn of Ch. n.jf.66jfe3d ei ' ri 
g^ven in to parliament 1776, j^* i,5$(^8o4>i 

Pife^ A* wrote on the dtflrdTed fbte of England in 7 7}8^ 

Populstioitf opiiiipns about the cauie oft i-^a. 

f^mUt^mtf Engidndj the influence of plenty of prbvifibpii^ i^ 
ill effeds of the conqueft on, 4^— C» 
civil war and peililence dlfo greatly afibAed it, 8«^-f x^ 
obfenrations On the fiatute cf labouters, temp. Edward ' 

in. 8. 

half the inhabitant of England died hi di€ jflsmsxt o# 
1349, 11- . ^ 

ninnber of people in England and Wales m 1377. 14. 

tfaf numbers of people in the principal towns, x6«— 17* 

the tax paid by moil of the principal towns in 1377^ 
1 6^—1 7. 

Edward III. raifed 100,000 men to invade Fraoce ixi 
1366, 18. 

fuch great armies no proof of population, 19^ 

various circumflances of depopulation, 19. 

the advantage to population by the diflblution 6f mo* 
tiafteries, 31^ 

the number of fighting men in England in 1575, S7^" 

in 1583, 1^172^000 — the number of inhabitants,/ 38, 

communtcants and reciifants in 1603, 2,06 $,498,- 39. 

Codformifls, Non-qonformifts, and Fapifls, in 2689^ 
2,599,786,50. .^ ^. 

tjie evidence of parifh regifters coniidered, 51. 

houfes in Englaiid and Wales, in 1665, 1,23.0,600-^ 
1696, z,30Oj000, 51. 



fHE INDEX. 

Population of England^ number of inhabitants, according to 
Gregory King, 5,500,000, 54.5* 

various calculations on the number to be, allowed xa 
each boufe, .55-6 

7,000,000 inhabitants at the Revolution, 57-8. 

the quick raifing of armies no proof of, 58-9. 

fuppofed by fome to have decreafed from the Revolii*^ 

tioa, but the contrary (hewn, 73 — 4. 

an uncommon demand for manufactures caufes an ap« 
parent decreafe of population, 78—79. 

in the- reign of Q.. Anne Great Britain Contained 
2,025,000 fighting men, 83. 

various temporary caufes of a decay of, 121. 

a want of labourers a proof of profperky and popula* 
tion, 12 1-2 

encouraged by the free Britiih Fiihery and the Society 
of Arts, &c. 123-4. 

by turnpikes and navigation, 124-5. 

an increafe, proved by a comparifon of the duties 01^ 
foap, candles, and hides, 128-9 

proved by increafed exportation, 137, 

review of the controverfies concerning, 195-7. 

aotount of the hearth-tax of 1696, 197. 

— — Gregory King's calculation of the number of inhabit 
tants, according to their clafTes, 203. 

— — enquiry whether the number of cottages are increafed 
or decreafed, 204—7. 

number of cottages returned in 1759 ^^^ i78i> 205. 

ftages of, as afFe<fted by the employment of the people, 
211-12. 

progrefs of, from the conqUeft to the prefent time, ac- 
cording to the employment, 212-13. 

arguments of an encrrafed, from the regifters of bap- 
tifms, 217-18. 

——no arguments tp be drawn from fome counties being 
faid to have decreafed, which is in general owing to the 
negleA of making accurate returns, 217. 
law of fettlements detrimental to, 219 

increafed in Lancafhire, within 90 years, more daan with 
the boafled rapidity of thq American flates, 218. 

%x prefent more thin eight miUions, i^ao-z 

PofuJaitw 



Populalion of IreJandy increafe in, 221— *2 3. 

— — ftate of the hearth-tax at various perlodsi from t&iy fo' 
1781, 222. 

ftate of, in 1672, and at prefcnt, 243. 

Papulation of Scotland^ ftat6 of, at the Union, compared with 
£ngland> from the revenue, ^he cuflom-houfe duties, poft- 
ages, re-coinage, and excife, 224^-5 

at the Union; the nutnber of peopk complained of as a 
burthen, 226 ; and at prefent, 224—- 

advantages derived to it from the Union, 225-6. 

Poji Office^ average revenue, four laft yeaft of W. UL 
/.82.319, 72 — 90. 

firft four of Q^ Anne's war,;^. 61,568, 90-1, 

1707,8,9, 10, average, ;f. 58,052, 91. 

1711, 12, 13, 14, average, ;£'.90,223, 91, 

— — income of, in 1754 and 1764, 132. 
revenue of, 1764 and 1774, compared, 152, 
revenue of, in 17.55, ^y^S? i775» 17^4* 17^5, 164- 

— — revenue of, in 1786 to 1792, 24.5. 

Prefsy independent^ of more efficacy than penalties, x8r. 

Froaeationj Judge Hale, Sir James Stuart, and BuiFon, con^ 
iider men as urged to it by natural inftinft, 1—2. 

P.eJ!orationy its happy effects, 45. 

Revenue^ comparative ftate of, in 1791 and 1793, Ded. cxv. 

Re^-eJution^ advantages and dlfad vantages of, 74-5 

■ changed the maxims of adminiftration, 74. 

Richard II L Khig, during his reign the trade carried on 
chiefly by Italians, 25-6. 

Rornansy continued in England from 55 years before Chrift to 
the year 446 after, 3 — 4. 

Sailors^ the number employed in 1 700-1, compared with thofc 
employed betwen 1764 and 74, and in 1792, 210. 

ScotIa?idj advantages derived to that country from the Union 
94-5. 

■■ ftate of the linen manufaftory in 1728 and 1775, 227. 

■ flate of the (hipping and commerce in 1712 and 179% 
228 ; and Ded. xiv — Ixxiv-v. 

— improvements in the manufa(5lures of, 231-2. 
her population, 224. 

Ship^^ 
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SUf^, io 1702, i?l0,S33 tons, ao^ Hi^ja Cailors, 66, 

comparifon of the exports of 1726,7, 8, v(ith (73;^ ;,?» 

119. 

-, — ftat?of^atvaj-iouspei;io^s,frojn 173^ tP 17S»» "7: 

— from 174910 1761, 131. ' 
.^— to (760, (3?. 

■ ufeful regulations of, 150. 

^-^ a comparifon of the fliips cleared outwards ia 1 764, ;, 6, 

withi77?; 3. 4< "5^- 

— - ftate of the fl«ps cleared outwatd from 177^ to. ijS^,. 

160. 
— — comparifon of the. (hips, clears! outward in 1758, 9^ 

60, I, 2, withi 1778, 9, 80, I, 2, i6i. 

— (hips cleared outwards at difterent epochs, from 174910 
1735, 16+. 

— ^ of K. William's reign, compared with that of the prefent 

reign, a 10. 
— — flata of that of Scotland before the Union, in 1 713) and 

in 1784, 23v 

— comparifon of the (hips cleared outward and entered in- 
ward in 1709, 18, 37, 51, 2, 3, 71, 2, 3, and 1784, 1790, 
91, 92, 25J-6.— Ded. xiv-xv.^ 

Siuiing Fund, firft eftabliflied in 1716, loO. 
r—r- furpliisof taxes m 1738, ^f. 1,231,137, 114, 
— — ftate of, from 176+ to 1776, 155. 
— — the advantagsi of, jSo. . 

— ■■■ ibrmer ones eiiablifhed by lowerina; of inferefl, 160-1. . 
— — the necelCty of its being held facred by fuliire minii^ 

— — of one million, will in fixty years difcharge 317 millioii, 

at 7Sperccnt. 182-3. 
•— • of mtwe importance that* theacquifnion of the American 

mines, 183. 

— advantages of, by cncrcadng tiie circulation of money, 

^—~ bow inDcl) ftqck vai purchafed by it in eight years, 

how fer Mr. Pitt's (inking-fund went beyond Earl Stan- 

hope's calculation, 184. 

^iawi, at the Conqucll, the felc of thsiB tp infidels prohi- 



Th« index. 

Slavtsj the pnrchafed labour of freemen more produAirc than 
the toil or flaves, 23. 

Smugglings advantages from the prevention of, 191-2. 

Soaps comparifon of the quantity confumed in 1 775^, 4, $, with 
1780, I, 2, 191. 

Spain^ her error in joining the afTociated powers againft £ng« 
land, 171. 

— — her |K>pulation, Ded. vi. 

Stanhope^ Earl^ calculations on the new finking fund, 184. 

Strength of Nations^ various opinions of, 60. 

Taxess firft eftablifhed in the great Rebellion, 44. 

in 1701, >C.3»769>375»85-6. 

in 1707, 8, 9, 10, each year, jf. 5,272,578, 86, 

furplus of, in George !• reign, 100. 

furplus of taxes in 1738, ^f. 1,251,127, 114. 

what they yielded in 1 792 and 1 793, Ded. cxv. - 
Trade. See Commerce. 
Turnpikes. See Highuays. 

Vagabonds^ an a6l concerning them in the time of Edward VI. 
when each perfon living idly for three days was to be marked 
with a V. and to become the (lave of the perfon taking him 

up, 31. 

.^— that law foon repealed, 32. 

p^illaimgey the difficulty of tracing the time when it ceafed in 
England, 22-3. 

F'illainss few at the accefTion of Hen. VII. 23. 

Union of the Kingdoms^ advantages derived from it, 94-5. 

Walpole (Sir Robert) anecdote of him, iii. 

War^ expences of, more than (laughter, debilitate a country, 1 12. 

■ few ufeful hands taken off by it, proved fron) increafed 
manufactures and exports, 137. 

■ chiefly delb*u6live by obftruc^ing circulation, 191-2. 
the prefent inevitable, and neceflary, Ded. cii. 
the gains from, Ded. ciii. 

— — the lolTes from, 288 — Ded. cviii— cxi. 

ffHiltaker (Mr.) his hiftory of Mancheller, greatly praifed, 4— J. 
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